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BY
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PREFACE.

In layingthisHistory andDescription of Melthambeforethe

public,it is necessary to state that the work was commencedin

the month of December, 1851, and proceeded with at various

intervals during upwards of ten years. After many unavoidable

delays,it is now completed, andoffered to thosewhoare interested

in the annalsand prosperity of theChapelry, in thehope thatit

may prove to theman acceptablememorialof theirlatePastor.

The design of the author incollecting materialsfor this work,

was to furnish the inhabitants with reliable information

respecting their Township
—

honoured, not only as thebirth-place

of the celebrated Abraham Woodhead, but also, as the only

district in Yorkshire, in which an Episcopal Chapel was built

and consecrated, during the Commonwealth. These facts, with
many others which are introduced,havebeenderived,either from

old documents extant in manuscript, or frompersonalinquiries

repeatedlyinstitutedamong the agedmembersof the old families

in theneighbourhood. Since the author's decease, much addi-

tional matter from both these sources,has been added by the



VIII

editor, for which, cordial thanks are now tenderedto those kind
friends, too numerous to be individuallynamed, whocourteously-

supplied it, either orally or in writing.

In this preface to the work,plannedand partly written by the

author, and nowcompleted from hispapers, and other documents,

it isnot toomuch to state that his attachment to Meltham and

its inhabitants, and the deep interest which he felt in their

prosperity and happiness,ended onlywith hislife. The following

lines engraved on his tombstone, in the new burial ground,
convey a true portraiture of him in the exercise of his pastoral

office among them.

Sacred
to the Memory of

THEREVEREND JOSEPH HUGHES,

for Twenty-five years Incumbent of

St. Bartholomew's Church, Meltham.
A faithful shepherd of the flock

committedtohis charge.

He wasborn onSunday, the 3rd of April,1803,
and diedon Sunday, the8th ofNovember, 1863."

Follow peace withallmen, andholiness, without
whichnoman shall see theLord."

Heb. xii. 14.

C. H.
Meltham,December, 1866.
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THE

HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION
—

THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF MELTHAM
—

PHYSICAL TRACES OF THE CELTIC, ROMAN, AND SAXON ERAS

REMAINING IN THE DISTRICT, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

NORMAN RULE.

(5» S the object of the following pages is to supply all
t^y the informationwhich has been collected from various
sources, and at different times, respecting the village of
Meltham, and the district immediately surrounding it, the
probable derivation of its name is the first thing thatclaims
attention. On this pointa differenceof opinionexists among
etymologists;some contending that,likethenames of several
villagesin the neighbourhood ofLeeds, correspondingones to
■which are to be found in Germany— a proof that they were
importedby the Saxon invaders— that of Melthamhas been
derivedprobably from the same source, andthat itscounter-
part maystill exist in the Germanfatherland;* whileothers,
andby far thegreaternumber,refer it toa Roman origin, and
maintain that it is either a contraction ofMelittonsignifying
a place wherebeehives stand, or a corruptionof Mel-tun, that
is, the Honey Hamlet. Insupport of this, they assert, that
from time immemorial, beehives were brought from allparts

* Infavourof this opinion itmaybe observedthat the name ofMeltham,
asnow written, is found in the Domesday Survey.

E
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of the country, during what was termed the heathing time
—

that is, whenthe heather was inbloom— and placed in long
rows upon the moors lying all round the village.* The
universalityofthis customhasbeenhandeddownfrom fatherto
son; and its existence,evenafter the enclosure of extensive
portions of the moors in1817, is still fresh in thememoryof
many of the inhabitants. There is nodoubt that the heather
is almost indigenous to bog soil, andits flower very attractive
to the bee, and that it yields more honey thanalmost any
other to that laborious insect. The immense quantitiesof fir
and oak wood, moreparticularly the former, dug out of the
moors surrounding Meltham, give abundant proof that at
some period, the date of which is unascertainable,extensive
forests of these trees must have covered the hills, that they
eventually yielded to the destroying hand of time, and falling
where they once grew, sank into the soft ground, and were
in the course of ages buried deep beneath the vegetable
matter constantlyaccumulating over them. This fir wood,
afterwardsdug up out of the moors inhundreds of cart-loads,
was used as torches by thecottagers withinthelast seventy
years. They cut it into longsplinters,and made it serve for
candles. The bituminous matter containedin it,gave out a
strongbright flame, whichhad the twofoldvirtue of diffusing
heat as wellas light throughout their dwellings. A curious
tradition is extant among some of theolderinhabitantsof the
village, respecting certain strange wild beings, probably
outlaws, who once skulked in these woods, and for a time

« Beehives, as they are now made, were, of course, theproductionofamuch later date than that at .which the name of Meltham was given tothe village. At the time of the Roman occupation of the Island, theywere usually constructed of the hollow barkof trees, joined firmly together,as well as of the^ flexible rods of willows. Bees were found to lodge also
inhollow rocks, in the cavities of decayed trees, and even in cells dug
under ground. The district around Meltham appears to have been well
suited to the wants andhabits ofthebee.



THE MOORS. 3
managed to subsist onsuchrootsas theyfound in them. These
miserable creatures, from the colour of their skin, received
thename of "Redshanks,"* but nothing is known as to the
periodof their existence, or the cause of theirexclusion from
civilizedsociety. The aspect now presentedby the moors is
that of high, bare, flat-topped hills,andunderlying tracts of
broken ground, occasionallyinterspersed withhuge masses of
greystone, the surface covered withheather of twokinds, as
also with the bilberry plant, which seems, like the heath,
indigenous to the soil, and the berryof whichmay be con-
sideredthe fruit of the country. On the high moors vast
numbers of red grouse are found, while on the plains below,
the larks areso numerous that their notes not unfrequently
form a chorus of song. The blackbird and thrush also
abound in the neighbourhood.

Into the Botanicalhistory of the district it is notnecessary
toenter, but, inpassing, itmay be remarked, that the whin-
bush, fern, harebell,and ground cistus, are common, and that
agreat variety of beautifulmosses are tobe observedon the
moors. The soil is particularly favourable to the growth of
the hollyand the yew, while the oak most frequently forms
theundergrowthof thosesheltered parts where woodis found,
and which it is to be hoped the axe of the woodmanmay
yet spare.

A vein of small coal runs through some part of the
adjoining hills, from which the several brooks, with their
respective tributaries, which water the township, flow down
towards Meltham Mills, and, after merging intoone stream
and taking a north-easterly direction, run into the river
Holme at Steps Mill,below Honley.

* A Highlander with buskins andred-deer-skin with the hairoutwards.
■Supp. to Imp.Diet.
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8% <M& anb fernan to.
It is to be regretted that the district immediately sur-

roundingMeltham, as well as the tract of moors lying near
Crosland,haveneveryetbeenproperly exploredby antiquaries.

In similar situations in other parts of the kingdom, a ricli
harvest of discoveries has rewarded the researches of archæo-

logists,and furnished conclusive evidence of the occupation
of thosevast tracts of moorland by our Celtic forefathers.

In some localities numeroussmall barrowsor demolished
kistvaens have been discovered, and in others, circles of
stones, and traces of ancient British encampments. Dr.
Walker, a learned antiquary, affirms, that he has himself
seen the remains of a kistvaen not far from Blackmoor
Foot. One remarkable and most interesting relic of
Celtic times was to be seen about forty years ago, on

a part of the moor called BrowGrains, lying betweenWest
Nab and Deer Hill. This Druidical stone,* for such it
unquestionably was, familiarly termed a "Rocking Stone,"
was destroyed in the year 1827 or 1828;butits existence on
the moorsat that time furnishes anundeniableproof of their
previouspossession by the ancient Celts. Future researches
willshow whetherthe speculations of antiquarians on these
topics are not borne out by the facts to be deduced from
them,and probably therisinggeneration of archæologists, now
labouring in a work of so much interest, may succeed in
bringing to light important remains, illustrative of the
mannersandcustoms of theearlyBritons,onceoccupantsofthe

* The demolition of this interestingmemorial ofabygone age, spared
by the hand of time for somany hundred years, was effected by the hand
of man,on a Whit-Monday morning, near forty years ago. Some half-a-
dozenmasonsplannedand executed the work of destruction for a frolic.
They first endeavoured to accomplish it by blasting with gunpowder, and
on the failure of this they fetched tools from Deer Hill, with which they
drilled ahole, and thenwedged it, when the stone fell with a tremendous
crash, hardly allowing the man on its summit, who was driving inthe
wedge, to escape without injury.
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romanticcountrylying inthe immediatevicinage of Meltham.
The flint weapon found on the breaking up of the moor

above WUshaw byJames Redfearn, and now inthepossession
of thehistorian of "Kirkburtonand theGraveshipof Holme,"
adds another to the proofs already given of the residence of
the Celts in this district. While the remains of a Roman
encampment* below West Nab, on the property of Uriah
Tinker,Esq., in whichquerns or hand-mills for grindingcorn
were found, give indisputable evidence that the Romans
wereat one time livingin close contiguityto the village.

®3Ijs S&æam ma Jtormait 6ras.
But to descend to later times. From this periods until

1080, in which the Domesday Survey was commenced,
thereis not a singlehistorical record to aid the inquirer in
his researches respecting this district. From thatdocument,
however, it appears, that in Edward the Confessor'sreign,
Cola and Suuen, or Swayn, had four carucates of land in
Meltham and Haneleia— Honley— subject to guildage, or an
annual tax imposed in the time of king Ethelred II.
991, on every hide of arable land in the kingdom. It is
added, Hbert has it and it is waste. Its value in King
Edward's time was forty shillings, a considerable sum
at that period.

The nextpiece of information furnished by theDomesday
» Of this the followinginterestingnotice is taken from Mr. Morehouse's"History of Kirkburton

"
:
— "

Inthe adjoining township of Meltham, are
the remains of a Roman encampment, on the moor below West Nab, a
short distance to the left of the road which leads thence to the village,
andin the propertyof Mr. Uriah Tinker, of Bent House, forming nearly
a square ofabout four chains. When Ivisited the place about twenty
yearssince, in company with the owner and other friends, the whole was
verydistinct andperfect. This piece of ground has since beenbrought
into cultivation, yet the trenches are still visible. This encampment
would have appearedonly to havebeen made to supply some temporary
emergency."— P.9.+ The Roman, which lasted from B.C. 55 to A.D. 448.— Hume's
History ofEngland.
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Record is the dispossessionof the twojointSaxon thanes,* and
the substitution of Ilbertde Lacy, the Norman lord,in their
stead. Of one of these individuals, Cola,no furthermention
ismade, and his fate is notknown, but not so thatof Swayn.
In some instances where the Saxon thanes had possessed
lands before the Conquest, they continued to holdthe same
afterwards of a Normanlordorbaron, as tenantin capite, and
inothers, after being deprived of large estates inoneplace,
had still larger bestowed on them elsewhere. This was the
case withSwayn, one of the joint Saxon thanes of Meltham
and Haneleia alreadynamed. From what can be collected
after examiningthe names of the Saxons dispossessed of their
manorsby Ilbert de Lacy, as wellas of those who had been
removed to other manors, it would seem that this powerful
Norman lordhadalreadydecidedon the erectionofPontefract
Castle,t and observingthat the roundhillaboveAlmondbury
was also a desirablesite for another of his strongholds, had
resolved to plant a castle there, and regulated hismeasures
accordingly. Meltham wasnot theonlyplace ofwhichSwayn
was deprived;for the manor of Almondbury itself, part of
which was inhis hands, was given to another; and yet this
could hardly have arisen from any bias unfavourable to
Swayn, as he was still allowed to retain possession of a
considerablenumber of manors elsewhere.

InLeland's "Itinerary"it is stated that Alric,;): or Aluric,a
Saxon, the fatherof Swayn,possessedthe Castle ofKirkby, or

* The persons now calledLords of the Manor, were, during the Saxon
rale, termed Thanes. This designation was changed by the Normans
into Barons.— See Appendix,Note A.+ As this castle is elsewhere said tohavebeenbuilt by a Saxon lord,
it is supposed that Hbert de Lacy only decided on strengthening or
rebuildingit.

J This Alric was the son of Richard Aschenald, a Saxon thane.
Camden states " that one Aske was the first SaxonproprietorofPontefract,
and that it descended by due succession to one Alric, or Aluric, from
whom William the Conqueror took it."
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Pontefract,beforetheConquest,whichbeingaplaceofstrength
fit toprotect thenorthernparts, Williamgaveto IlbertdeLacy.
It is not improbable that as Swayn was the son of Alric,

the crafty Norman might deem it impolitic to confide the
keeping of two of the strongest positions in the West Riding
of Yorkshire to him and his father;yet both these Saxon
nobles continued tohold vast estates under Ilbertat the time
of the general Survey, of which some of their descendants
possessed parts as heirs general for many ages after the
Conquest— the family of the Askes existing in the county
till the time of CharlesI.

Not many years after Pontefract Castle was built, or more
properly rebuiltor strengthened,by Hbert de Lacy, Almond-
bury Castle was erectedbyKingStephen, whotookpossession
of the throne in 1135, and was grantedby himto Henryde
Lacy. From this period a great part of the parish of
Almondbury was under feudal bondage of the most rigorous
description.*

In the reignt of Edward II,Thomas Plantagenet, Earl of
Lancaster, was returned Lord of Huddersfield, Holme, Mel-
tham, and Almondbury. Tins powerfulnobleman, the first
prince of the blood, and one of the most potent barons in
England, was beheaded in 1322, at his own castle at Ponte-
fract. His death involvedmany others inthe same fate, and
the estates of all those suffering with him wereconfiscated-
Among others, Richard Waleys, the Lord of Honleybarely
escaped withhis life. A bond was entered into under the
sealof this nobleman, LordofHonley,by whichheacknow-
ledges, that having adhered to the great men in rebellion
against his sovereign,he had submittedhimself to the king's
will,and that the king,out of his graciousnesshadaccepted

* Proofs of this may be found inthe Inquisitions takenin succeeding
centuries. Sir William Beaumont gave lands in North Crosland and
Meltham to his son Robert in the time of EdwardI.+ A period extending from1307 to 1327.
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a ransom for hislife,lands,and tenements. Inreturnfor this
great mercy and beneficence, thesaid Richard Waleys, of his
own free will,and without any coercion,hath madeoath that
he will henceforth be a faithful and obedient subject, and
defend thekingagainst all men, and maintainhis emprises
to the death;thathe willnot enter intoany alliance or con-
federacy against the king, his crownand dignity. If hemake
default in any of the forementioned points, the king may
imprisonhimat his will; and he submits to a fine of 2,000
marks to save his life.*

The next historical notice of Meltham is found in the
Inquisitionrelatingto Almondbury in the reign of Edward
III.,whichlasted fifty years, from 1327 to 1377. In that
document two tenants from Melthamarenamed as paying
rent to the Lordof Almondbury. And againin the Inquisi-
tion made in the twenty-sixth year of Elizabeth,1584, it is
recorded that "JohnBeaumont, of Meltham, holdethcertain
lands and tenements within the said manor of Melthamby
copy of court roll of her majesty as of the said manor of
Almondbury." This gentleman's descendants continued to
reside, and held considerablelandedproperty in Meltham for
many succeedinggenerations,as will be seen ina subsequent
notice of them. The same feudal law, which inElizabeth's
reignconnectedMeltham with Almondbury, still continued
in forceduring thatof JamesI.,from 1603 to 1625;nor are
there grounds for believing that it had undergone any par-
ticular change in the time of hisunfortunate son, CharlesI.
The archæological and historical account of thedistrict given
in this chapter furnishes abriefoutline,or a sort ofbird's-eye-
view, of its existence and condition, for littleless than two
thousand years, beginning with the Druidical epoch,before
Christ, and including the Roman, Saxon, and Norman, as
wellas whatmay be termedtheTudor period.

* Rot.Fin. Ed. II.,M. 23.
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CHAPTER II.

THE VILLAGE OF MELTHAM IN 1649— THE FIRST CHURCH IN

IT
—

THE BUILDING OF THE CHAPEL IN 1650— ITS CONSECRA-

TION BY BISHOP TILSON IN 1651— THE VARIOUS BEQUESTS
MADE TO IT

—
DOCUMENTS CONNECTED WITH THEM

—
AN ACCOUNT

OF THE RUSH-CART.

8^* $tb. §nxml (grotmir.

occasion* of addinga newburialground to a church
Iffy for the intermentof the dead, and the necessity for it,
together with the public observance and commemoration of
the second hundredthyearof the erection of that church, is
anevent calculated to awakenmany and solemnreflectionsin
themind, and to recall the memory of years gone by. The
design of the writer of this narrative is to give a simple
detailedaccount of circumstances and events connected with
Meltham, and to rescue from the devouring grasp of time
some of those traditionaryand interestingparticulars which
form the frequent topic of conversationamongthe agedpeople
ofthedistrict. Thewriterofthissketch is strongly impressed
with the propriety of putting on record such particulars, as
in a few years these ancient chroniclers of past occurrences
will,inallhumanprobability, have disappeared. It is not a
fortnight sincehe visited thehouse of an oldparishioner and
mado several inquiries respecting, the erectionof thesecond
church inMeltham. In less than aweek after, the oldmant

* This was writtenin 1851.+ Thomas Watson, the first person buried in the new cemetery.
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was numbered among the dead, and this day, December
the 2nd, 1851, the minister was called on to perform the
solemn office of committing his body to theground, "earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust," in the new burial
ground, as the forerunner of the many that shall there rest
until the morningof the Resurrection.

S31j« Jfirst Cjrerrji in HWlbam.
Whether Meltham possessed a church during the Saxon

and Norman eras, is not known, thoughevery village at the
time of the conquest is believed to have had some building
of the kind. Spelman, who was not in the habit of making
rash or exaggeratedassertions, states, that at the time of the
DomesdaySurvey* there were no fewer than 45,011 parish
churches within the kingdom, whereas thenumber actually
noticedin the Survey does not much exceed 1,700. The
only reason that can be adduced for the extraordinary dis-
crepancyin these statements is, that Spelmaninhis estimate
included everyone of thechurches tobefound inthe kingdom
of England,of which only a mere fractionalportion is men-
tioned in Domesday Book, the precept which directed the
formation of that Survey having laid no injunction on the
jurors tomake any return of churches.

The fourfold distinction of churches, specifiedin the 3rd
Lawof Canute, AD. 1033, seems to import that thesesacred

* This work,begun in the year 1080, took six years to complete. Sir
Henry Spelman considers it the most ancient and venerablemonument
of Great Britain. Thereasonassigned bysome writers for the compilation
of Domesday Book was, that everyman should know his ownright and
possessions,andnot be tempted tousurp whatbelonged to others. The
name is said to have been derived from its definite andunquestionable
authority, from which, as from the final sentence to be pronounced at"Domesday," or the "Day of Judgment," there could be no appeal.
Alfred the Great had finished a like Survey of thekingdom inhis time,
which was long kept at Winchester, and probably served as amodel to
William inhis undertaking.— Hume's History ofEngland.
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edifices in his timemight altogether amount to a largenum-
ber, and it is manifest thatduring the reign of Edward the
Confessor, from 1042-3 to 1066, there must have been a very
great increase of what were strictly denominated Parish
Churches, it being asserted in one of the laws ascribed to
that king, that in many places there were three or four
churches, where in former times there was butone; and if,
as is commonlyreported, thirty-six churches were destroyed
by the Conqueror in order to enlarge the New Forest in
Hampshire, this is an argument that they couldnot possibly
be so few innumber as the Domesday Survey would imply.
An articlepublishednot very longsince in the "Gentleman's
Magazine," gives the namesof agreatmanychurches certainly
inexistence at the date of the Domesday Survey, not one of
which was recognised in that ancient record; and it is a
curious fact, as observed by Sir HenryEllis inhis General
Introduction toit, that only onechurch can be found in the
return for Cambridgeshire, and not one in Lancashire,
Cornwall,or evenMiddlesex, the seat of the Metropolis.
It appears that the jurors in some counties drew up their

valuations in a very differentmanner to thatof others. Some
returned, as in the Norfolk and Exeter Domesday, the num-
berof sheep and cattle. Others, as in the instances above
named, entirely omitted the churches. Andit is observable
that out of the twenty-nineplaces withthe prefix "church,"
four only are mentioned as having one at all. Hitherto it
has been thought by some, that neitherat Almondbury nor
Huddersfield was there a church at the time of the Domesday
Survey. But ifthe testimony ofSir Henry Spelman is to be
relied on, who grounds his statements upon those made in
Sprott's "Chronicles," written about the year 1274, surely
such must have been included in the vast number, above
forty-five thousand, said at that period to exist within the
compass of the Island.
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What description of churches these were, is not stated,
butgreatnumbers, probably,by far thegreatest, wereof wood,
rudein structure and liable to decay. When such facts as
these aretaken into account, it canhardlybe thought possible
that the mother churches of three parishes so extensiveas
those of Almondbury, Huddersfield, and Halifax, did not
form a part of the vast array said to bein existence at the
time of the Conquest. But this is a question which cannot
easilybe decided; it must therefore be left an open one.

Sfet (Btution rf % Æfcajrd to 1650-51.
Little is known of the social condition of the village

previous to the erectionof its church in1650-51, duringthe
time of the Commonwealth. The populationat that period
could not have been more than about two hundredpersons,
for the Registerof the chapel during the ten years extending
from 1669 to 1678 inclusive, gives an averageof only ten
baptisms, seven funerals,and littlemore thanone marriage a
year

— namely, thirteenmarriages in the ten years.
It is probable that some of the inhabitants, from ancient

custom and association, wouldhave still resorted to Almond-
bury for the rights and privilegesof the church,yet, judging
from the numberof those whosenamesappearin the Register
as havingcome to Meltham from thesurrounding townships
for similarpurposes,the foregoing average may be considered
as a tolerablycorrect estimate of the statistics of the township
atthat time.

The earliest intimationonrecord of the intended erection
of a church to meet the spiritual wants of the village and
neighbourhoodis a paragraphin the will of William Wood-
head, a native of Meltham, bearing date the first day of
November,1649, the year in whichCharles I.wasbeheaded.
Amongst other things the testator willed and directed, "that
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John Waterhouse, his brother-in-law,should, out of the rents
and profits of property in Saddleworth, pay towards the
maintenance of a minister to preach the word of God at
Meltham,if there should bea chapel there erected, the yearly
sum of forty shillings ;" and immediately after this "some
of the chief inhabitants of Meltham expendedconsiderable
sums of money in erecting a chapel." This building was
completedin the year 1651.

Some of the descendants of William Woodheadstate that
the active and prominent part he took in promoting the
erectionof a church in the village of Meltham, was in con-
sideration of the growingage and infirmitiesof his mother,
who was no longer able togo so far as Honley Chapel,* the
placeofworshipinher timenearest toMeltham. The foot-road
across HardenClough, which was then generally used by
those livingat Roydt ingoing to HonleyChapel, still retains
the name of "Chapel-gate;" and it was in traversing this
wildpathon the SabbathDay that the old lady,Mrs. Martha
Woodhead,themotherof WilliamWoodhead, wasoccasionally
pelted with sods by the idle and mischievous lads of those
days; at least there is a family tradition to thateffect, and
also another testifying to the worthy old lady's steadfast
abhorrence of popery, the introduction of which was then
indeed rendered not altogether improbable, as a swarm of
Jesuits fromFranceand Ttalyhad comeoverinto thekingdom,

» Honley Chapel is of much older date than that of Meltham, for a
faculty, granting permission to build a Chapel of Ease at Honley, was
obtained in the eighteenth year of the reign of Henry YIL, 1503,and
doubtless the erection of it took place shortly afterwards. In a document
in the handwriting of the late Rev. Charles Drawbridge, Incumbent of
Honley,and nowin the possessionof Mr.Hirst, the Churchwarden ofthat
place, it is stated that the first church was erected in1507, andprobably
enlarged about1630. The present building is the thirdchurch at Honley.
The earliest minister, of whomMr.Monhouse has been able to find any
record, was there inor about the year1570.+ The Woodheads of that day, and of several succeeding generations,
resided on their property at Royd.
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and were insinuating themselves into every part of the
country. These had followed HenriettaMaria intoEngland
onher marriage withCharles I.,and wereknown tobe using
the most strenuous efforts to re-establish the Roman Catholic
religionin theIsland. Of this,Mrs. Martha Woodhead was
quiteaware, and is reported to have said that, much as she
rejoiced to see a chapel erected in the village of Meltham,
she would rather have it burnt to the ground thanthat it
should fall into the handsof thePapists.

William Woodhead made his will iu 1649, and died a
bachelor soon afterwards. He was theyoungest of four sons.
His brothers were called John,* Charles, and James. It
appears that John and Charles lived at Thornhill, while
James resided onhis property atMeltham.

To William Woodhead was given as his portionthe Dob-
cross property in Saddleworth, and out of thathe piously
assigned a certain part towards promoting the worship of
AlmightyGod inhis native village.

By this praiseworthy act of his, others amonghiskinsfolk
and neighbours wereafterwards "provoked unto love and to
good works." In the year 16G1, another benefactor was
added to the newly erected chapel, as it was then called,
namely— John Waterhouse, yeoman, of Meltham, brother-in-
law of William Woodhead, whose sisterhe had married. It
was probably owing to suchrelationship,and to theconfidence
he feltin this worthy Churchman's liberality,that Woodhead
made choice of him as his heir,and this confidence was not
misplaced, for inanindenture elsewheregiven, it isrecorded
that "John Waterhouse, inorder tocarry out the intentions
of hispredecessor" in the property, "didgrant and convey to
certain trusteest the lands and cottage-housesinDobcross for

* This John Woodhead, who died in 1663, was the father of the
celebrated Abraham Woodhead.

t The present mode of appointing new trustees,and the qualification
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the use of such a preaching minister as should officiate in
Meltham Chapel;

" by this act evincing his regard for the
memory of his brother-in-law, and his respect for theordin-
ances of religion. His will,bequeathing the Saddleworth
property to Meltham Chapel, was made in the second year
of the reign of Charles IL, 1661. This worthy yeomanwas
buried in the chapel yard of Meltham,opposite the lower
door. The year in which hediedis notknown.

Inaddition to these two bequestsa thirdmust berecorded,
namely, that of Godfrey Beaumont, of South Crosland,
yeoman, who by his last willand testament,bearingdate the
31st dayof March, in the 14thyear ofkingCharlesIL,1672,
gavetowards the maintenanceof the ministers of Honleyand
Meltham certain lands and messuages lying within the lord-
ships of Honleyand Meltham,and did vest the samein the
hands of certain trustees appointed by him. One very
interesting and instructive fact connected with the erection
and endowmentof the chapel is this, that the first idea of it
originated, not with any of the great landed proprietors in
the neighbourhood, but with a respectable yeoman of the
village, and that to this truly noble class to which he
belonged, and of which the country may justly boast, is the
township indebtednot only for thesacred building, but the
various benefactions wherewith ithasbeenendowed, for, with
the exceptionof the Rev. AbrahamWoodhead, who was both
a scholar and a divine,but who sprang immediatelyfrom this

required for the appointment, as decreed by the Court of Chancery, 1835,
are as follows, namely:— "

That all future nominations, elections, and
appointments, should be made by the majority of persons, being inhabi-
tants and householders within the said township of Meltham aforesaid,
assessed andpaying rates and assessments both to the poor and church or
chapel within the said township, and by noneother present at ameeting
to be convened for the purpose, by the surviving or acting trusteesor
trustee for the time being." The present trustees are John Hirst, Mel-
tham; Joseph Hirst, J.P., Wilshaw ;Uriah Tinker, Meal Hill; and
Edwin Eastwood, Meltham.



16 HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

body, allthe propertynowpertainingto thechapel was settled
upon it by men bearing the honourable title of yeomen,*
independent men, residing upon their own landed property,
over whichtheypossessed theentire controL To these names
must be added that of a fourth benefactor, the Rev. Abraham
Woodhead, a nephew of the first promoter and endower of
the chapel This distinguished man, some years after its
erection, when far removed from his native place, for he
resided inLondon,didnot forgetitsclaimonhis remembrance,
but "devisedhislandsandhouses inthetownship ofMeltham
for the support of the minister of the Word of God, that
shouldbe there settled, who should officiate at the Chapel of
Meltham, and tohis successors for ever."

It is hardlypossible for personsnow,after a lapse of above
two hundred years, rightly to estimate the amount of energy,
perseverance, and liberality, it must have required tounder-
take the building and endowmentof a church in a villageso
isolated as Melthamappears then to havebeen, nor willthese
virtues appear less eminent when the circumstances under

* ffiemctl and grrttcit.— "ffirmttl is now in the moderne Teutonic
written (SemtJJtl, and it is as much tosay as Cornon, and as in sundry
other ancient woords so in this, the letter jjbeing altered into g, it is of
(Bcnun become among us to bee Ifntun, and varying yet further in
ortographie it is written |ftottim. And seeing that ©rmctl is all one
with Cornon, a gcoman is rightly understood a Commoner. Such
were also called 4_._0tltS, the C being sounded as K; and somtymes
also called ISaorcS."— Verstegan 1605, p. 331. "Yeoman, in Eng-
lish polity, a commoner, or a plebeian of the first or most
respectable class. In ancient times, it denoted one of those who
held folk-land, that is, hadno fief or book-land, and therefore did not rank
among the gentry. What he possessed, however, he possessed indepen-
dently;he was therefore no man's vassal. To understand the true
condition of the ancientyeomen, it must be observed thatthere were some
lands whichneverbecame subject to the feudal system. These were calledfolk-lands, or the lands of the people. When therefore it is said that the
sovereign is the lord of the soil of all England, the assertion is not true.
He is certainly the lordparamount of all fiefs;but he has no such rever-
sionary interest in lands that were never held in fee."— Maunder's
Scientific and Literary Treasury. Sir Thomas Smith defines a yeoman
to be "a free-born Englishman, whomay lay out ofhis own free-land in
yearly revenue to the sum of forty shillings."
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which they were exercised are duly considered,— the king
dethroned and beheaded, Episcopacy superseded, the dis-
traction, misery, and waste attendant upon the civilwars,
then fresh in the recollection of all; for itmust be borne in
mind that the inhabitants of the West Riding of Yorkshire
had been deeply engaged on both sides, and that in 1643
Royalists and Parliamentarians were carrying on their
unnatural contest not many miles distant from the
village. Truly, it may be said, that the walls of the
chapel were

" built in troublous times," and it is a remark-
able fact that there is no record existing of a similar
work begun and completed in Yorkshire, at that period.
In a letter written in the year 1643, from Bradford,
by Sir Thomas, afterwards, Lord Fairfax, to his father,
Ferdinando, Lord Fairfax, the first Parliamentariangeneral,
allusions are made to the defence of Ambry, Almondbury,
not more than five miles distant from the township of
"Meltham.

The chapel itself was a smalland plainbuilding, consisting
of a naveand chancel, having two doors, the upper and the
lower, probablybothon the south side; to the former there
was a porch, such as exists inmany old churches built about
that period. The western wallof the navehad a single bell
gable, witha bell of 148 lbs. weight. In the body of the
church were four arched windows, eachwindowconsisting of
threelights. The east windowinthe chancel hadfour lights.
Ontheerectionofanewand moreconvenientedificeintheyear
1786, thesewereinsertedina cottagebuiltaboutthe same time,
nearly opposite to the church, and are still to be seen
there.*

» These semicircular-headed windows were insertedinthecottageadjoin-
ing the Pinfold, near thechurch,by themasons, to whomthey weresold.

e
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The floorof the chapel was of mud,* after the fashionof
those rudeand simple times, and was annually covered afresh
with rushes at the feastof St.Bartholomew,on thedemolition
of the rush-cart,t invogue at thatperiod. The villagefeast was
then heldon St.Bartholomew'sday, accordingto the old style.

The pulpit was placed near the north wallof the chapel,
about the centre of it. There was anaisle inthe middle,and
on the south side, ten or twelvepews;\ the remaining space
was filled withforms. There was no gallery for the singers.
Theyoccupied the chancel, andthe communion-tablestood at
the east end. A panel§ from theoldpulpit isstillpreserved,
and is designed for insertion in the present one. It bears
the following inscription carved in the wood, "Cathedra
Veritatis 1651"— the chair, or pulpit of truth; a most
suitable inscription for it, and for everyotherinthekingdom;
and while it is believed that it has never been desecrated to
any less sacred purpose, than the makingknown the wayof
salvation to perishing sinners, through the all-atoning blood
of the Lamb, it is hoped that thesame blessed truths which
have been proclaimed by its variousministers, from timeto
time, may continue to beheld and proclaimed by the present,
and bysuccessive pastors throughout allgenerations.
Ithasbeen observed that the firstbuildinghadnothing in

it toattract the eye, or arrest theattentionof theecclesiologist.
It was not builtof goodly stones, like the Jewish templeof
old;but doubtlessmany a "livingstone,"hewnand prepared

* That is to say, of a preparation of mud, clay, and gravel, whichbecame, after awhile, hard and firm.+ For anaccount ofthe rush-cart, &c,seeMr.Moorehouse's description
ofitgiven at the close of this chapter,pp. 30— 32.

{ Some of the aged inhabitants state that there was only onepewwhich belonged to the Woodhead family;others, that there wereno pewsat all, but wooden stalls instead, and that the singers occupied the placenow assigned to the font.
§ This panel was insertedin the new pulpit presented by Mr. JosephHirst, ofWilshaw Yilla, in the year 1857.
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within this temple built with hands,has been added to that
spiritual temple above, "the maker and builder of which is
God." The number of precious souls thathave been saved
by the preaching of the word, and the administrationof the
sacraments, within the wallsof thissanctuary, must remaina
mystery till thegreat day of judgment, " when the sea shall
give up the dead which are in it, and death and hell shall
deliverup the dead thatarein them."

No particulars respecting the old chapel yard have been
preserved, beyond the fact that a goodly numberof tall trees
grew init— probablyash trees, as three or four of thesehad
to be cut down whenthe chapelof 1786 was built, andmore
space required for the foundation.

CIk 'CrniMOTtum.
The buildingcompleted, thenext thing thatoccupied, and,

owing to the unsettled state of public affairs,perplexed the
minds of the promoters of this good work, was, how toget it
duly consecrated for the purpose of religious worship. Epis-
copacy hadbeenproscribed, and Presbyterianism substituted,
as the establishedform of church government. Itwas there-
fore improbable that any English bishop* would be found
willing to expose himself to the penalty of the law,by
exercising in public, his episcopalfunctions at that period,
and this was a fact thepromoters knew only too well. Yet,
notwithstanding the restrictions of the law, and the intem-
perate zeal of the partyt then inpower, the inhabitants of
Melthamstilladhered to their principles as Churchmen, even
ina timeof so muchpublic distraction; andloath tosee their
"work and labour of love" left incomplete for want of
consecration, applied, in this dilemma, to Henry Tilson,

» The see of York was vacant at that time;for Archbishop Williams
had died on the 25th of March in 1650, and his successor, Accepted
Frewen, wasnot appointeduntil the year1660.

t The Presbyterians, who were themselves shortly after superseded by
the Independents.
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Bishop of Elphin, in Ireland, who had been driven from his
see by the troubles prevailing there, and was at that time
residingnear Dewsbury,and solicited his attendance to con-
secrate theirnewly-erectedchurch withthe churchyard.

The ConsecrationDeed,or rather theReportof theproceed-
ings wilich took place on that occasion, signedby the Bishop
of Elphin, is still in existence, and is thought to be the only
document of the kind ever drawn up and preserved. It
specifies that the chapel was consecrated on the 24th day of
August, 1651, being the feast of St. Bartholomew, after
whosename it was called,and on whichday the villagefeast
is annuallyheld, which,according to the new style, is now
the5thof September. For thepreservationofthis interesting
record, it is supposed that the public are indebted to the
Rev. Christian Binns, the firstCurate of the chapel, who had
receivedordinationat Bishop Tilson's hands, October the 3rd,
1650,inEmleyChurch. The document isentitled"ACorrect
Copy of the Deed, or rather aReport of the Consecration of
Meltham Chapel,August 24th, 1651," and is as follows:—"The consecration of the Parochial Chappel and chappel yard of Mel-
tham, in the Parish of Almondbury and within the County of York, by
Henery Tilson, Bishop of Elphine within Ireland,being consecrated the
twenty-fourth day of August, Anno Domini 1651. As followeth;viz.; at
the entering into the chappelyard, the Bishop willed the assembly to pass
within the whole compasB of the same, and as they went by, sang the
hundredthPsalm.

The circuit being finished, theBishop made a short speech, expressing
the reasonsof such Inclosuresabouta chappel,namely ina double respect,
first that it might be atrium templi;and secondly thatit might be ceme-
terium or dormitory, or a place for Christians to sleep, till they shall be
raised again at the lastday,by the voice of thearchangel, &c;andafter this,
the Bishop speaking to the Founders, told them that the place wherein
they stood, and which they had perambulated, was still their own and
proper soil, to do with it what themselves pleased. He would therefore
know whattbeir intent was, and whether it was their own mind to have it
severed and appointed for the burial of the dead within that Parish? To
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which the Founders answered affirmatively. The Bishop asked the
Incumbent and Churchwardens if they had the same desire, whereunto
they answered affirmatively.

Then was read Psalm the 90thand the 23rd chapter of Genesis, after
which the Bishop saidthis prayer in the chappel yard,

—
'0blessed Jesu our only Saviour and Redeemer, whobeing the Resur-

rection and the Life, hast by thymercy promised, andby thy power art
about to raise again to life, thebodies of the dead that lie in the ground,
whether rott with corruption or consumed to dust;We humbly beseech
thee of thy special favour to vouchsafe that all those thy servants who
shall, within this circuit, be interred and buried, may lead their lives in
thy fear, and leading them in thy faith,may rest inpeace within their
gravesuntill the greatday of thy second coming;andmay they be raised
anewin assured hope to remain with thee in that everlasting glory, which
with thy most preciousblood thouhast purchased for them— for all that
love and look for thine appearance hereafter. 0 Blessed Jesus, for thy
precioussake, hear us! 0 loving Father for thy Son's sake, to whom
withthe Holy Ghost, three equalPersons andoneEternal God,be rendered,
as is most due, all Honour and praise,both now and at all times, and
evermore. Amen.'"This done, the Bishop and assembly went to the new chapel;in the
Porch thereof, the Bishop goingin first, turned himself to the Founders,
and told them that now indeed the chapelyard was exempted from any
challenge of theirs, but that this House did remain their own, to be
employed, if they pleased, to their private use. Therefore he demanded
if they would also renounce their right, title, and interest in the same?

To which their answer was affirmatively. Then the Bishop asked them
if their desire was, tohaveit dedicated to Almighty God, and consecrated
to his service ? Answer wasmade affirmatively."

Then the Bishop taking them by theirhands, andgoing forwardssaid,'Iwas glad when they said unto me, We will go into the House of the
Lord,even now will we go to his Tabernacle, andfall low on our knees
before his footstool.'"Here they all kneeled, looking towards the eastwindow ofthe chancel.
The Bishop said, 'Arise 0Lord into thy restingplace, thouand the ark
of thy strength, peace be within thy walls, and the fear of God within
this Sanctuary. For the Founders andmy Brethren's sake, Iwish thee
prosperity;yea,because thou art an House for the Lord our God, Iwill
seek to do thee good.'
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"
Then the Bishop prayed as followeth, '0 Eternal God, we must

acknowledge that thou art ofa majesty incomprehensible, and thy glorious
presence not to be confinedwithin the largest compass ofmaterial Temples,
much less within this small receptaclemade with hands; for Heaven is
thy seat, and Earth thy Footstool, and at one thon fillest all the corners
of the world. Notwithstandingmost gracious Father, since it is thy good
pleasure,not only that thy servants should assemble together to hear thy
will revealed in thy Word, and tomake known their wantsby theirprayers
and supplications;but also hast promised to vouchsafe thy Habitation
amongst mortal men, especially to dwell in such placesas they consecrate
to thy service, and sever from all profane employments;We most humbly
beseech thee, both to accept from us— tho' dust and ashes, yeamiserable
sinners— this poor duty of ours, performed according to our ability, in
building and dedicating this House, fitted to the proportions of the
assembly, and withall so to bless it and grace it, that thy wordmay be
read andpreached therein in truth andwith diligence;thy.Holy Sacra-
ments administered with fear and reverence, the prayers of thy servants
uttered with true devotionandhearty repentance,and heard of thee with
patienceandperformance of what they desire, according to thy will, that
whatsoever is or shall be done or spoken,may altogether tend to the glory
of thee and thy blessed Son Jesus Christ, to whom, with thee and the
Holy Ghost, be all honour, laud and praise,bothnow henceforth and for
evermore. Amen.'"

This prayer ended, the Bishop turned himself to the Font,* and
putting his hand into the water, and holding it therein, blessed it in
these words.

"Almighty and Everlasting God, whose most dearly beloved Son Jesus
Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of his most precious
side both blood and water;and gave commandment to his disciples, that
they should go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the nameoftho
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:and from that day did
sanctify, not only the Flood of Jordan, but all other waters also, to the
mystical casting away of sin;Regard we beseech thee the supplications
of thy servants,and grant that all thy servants which shall be baptized in
the water of this Font, may receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever
remain in the number of thy faithful and elect children, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.'

* John Taylor, of Peighill, was the first person who wasbaptisedinthe
chapel of1651. He was livingin1723.
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"Then theBishop, turning his face to the people, read the Instrument

of Consecration, dedicating the chappelto God, inmemory of St. Bartho-
lomew the apostle."

Then the Ministerbegan the ordinary prayers;Inplace of the collect
for the day, using the following:—'We beseech thee Almighty God, that thou wilt be pleasedcontinually
to dwell in this House, which this day we havededicated unto thee, and
vouchsafe to accept the sacrifices of thy servants, whether of alms, or of
prayers, or of thanksgiving, which shall be offered therein; also they
keeping to thy sacred wordherein read and preached;that like the seed
sown in the good ground, it may fructify in those that shall be there
assembled, to the instruction of their understandings, the comfort of their
consciences, the amendment of their lives, the saving of their souls, and
the glory of thy blessed name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and only
Saviour. Amen.'"Then the Sermon and Communion followed, and also aprayer for the
Founders." In the service, the Psalms were xxvi. lxxxiv.and cxxxiv:the
Lessons, 2 Samuel vi:St. John's Gospel x. from the 22nd verse. For
the Epistle,Ecclesiastes v. to the 8th verse:the Gospel, St. Luke vn.to
verse11.— Henericus Elphinensis."

Any one turning to the various portions of Scripture
indicated by the figures above given, cannot fail to perceive
how exceedingly appropriate their choice was for that
particular service.

The report of this simple and yet dignified ceremony, with
the good Bishop's comprehensive prayers on the occasion,
brings the narrative of the erection of the first chapel to a
close.

For 135 years, Sabbath after Sabbath, the fathers of the
villageassembled themselvestogether within its sacred walls,
to worship the God of their fathers, according to the ritual
of the EstablishedChurch. Nor can it be doubted that the
blessing promised to all them that seek Him, in his pubhc
ordinances, was there vouchsafed. For "he is a God hearing
and answeringprayer."
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S3|jj drttimfoiiuttt.
In recording the benefactions by which MelthamChapel

was endowed, we must commend to the grateful remembrance
of the inhabitants of the village, the names andmemoriesof
those who, inproviding for thespiritual instruction of their
owngeneration,did not forget the wantsof those who should
hereafter be born, but, out of the substance wherewith God
had blessed them, set apart a portion for the maintenance
of religiousworship, in the Chapel of Meltham, according to
the rites and usagesof the Church of England, for ever.

The Perpetual Curacy, or Chapelry of Meltham, was
endowed with, and by means of, divers charitable gifts and
donations, from variousbenefactors. ByanIndenturebearing
date the 8th day of October, in the 13th year of the reign
ofKing Charles IL,and made between John Waterhouse,
of Meltham, yeoman, of the one part; James Taylor, of
Meltham, Anthony Armytage, of ThickhoUings, Abram
Beaumont, and Thomas Beaumont, of Meltham, of the other
part; after reciting that William Woodhead had devised
property in Saddleworth to John Waterhouse, subject toa
rentcharge of forty shillings to be paid to the ministerof
Meltham already referred to, it was by the said Indenture
witnessed, that the said John Waterhouse, in order to carry
out the intentions of hispredecessor,did grant and convey to
the already-named trustees the lands and cottage-houses in
Dobcross, for the use of sucha preaching minister as should
ofliciate in Meltham Chapel, the said trustees reserving a
rent-charge of three pounds to be paid from therents and
profits of the lands and cottage-houses,to John Waterhouse
andhisheirs for ever.

There is also another Indenture bearing date December
the 21st, 1721, made between Joshua Beaumont, of the one
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part,JohnArmytage,of ThickhoUings,AbramRadcliffe, junr.,
James Taylor, and Joshua Beaumont, junr.,of the other part,
after reciting that Abraham Woodhead, late of London, by
his last willand testament, bearingdate the 8th day of June,
1675, did devise lands and houses in the township of Mel-
tham,heretofore in the possession or occupation of his uncle,
James Woodhead, to Edward Taylor, eldest son of James
Taylor,of Meltham,JohnArmytage,of ThickhoUings, Abram
Beaumontand Joshua Beaumont, of Meltham, in trust, that
theyshould pay from the time of his decease, out of the
yearlyprofits of the said lands, a rent-charge of five pounds
perannum, which yearlysum, for the first six years after his
decease, was to be paid through Mr.EdwardPerkins to the
said Abraham Woodhead's niece, Adriana Woodhead, then in
Holland;and, after the expiration of the six years, to John
Woodhead, then of ThornhUl, son of Abraham Woodhead's
uncle, Charles Woodhead, for the life of the said John;and
afterhis decease to theheir male of the said John,and so on
successively during their natural Uves only ;and did order
that the fore-named trustees should pay the residue of the
yearlyrents of the said lands, to the minister of the Word of
God, that should be settled and officiate at the Chapel of
Meltham, and to his successors, for ever. The remaining
part of the Indenture specifies the appointmentof trustees.

To these bequests must also be added the endowmentby
GodfreyBeaumontof the Chapels ofMeltham andHonley.

A COPY OF THE TERRIER OF MELTHAM AND HONLEY
CHAPELS.

To all Christian people to whom this present writing Indented shall
come to be seen, read, or heard. Wee, the ministers of the Chappell
of Meltham andHonley,in the Parishof Almondbury and CountyofYorke,
send greeting in our Lord God Everlasting.
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Whereas one Godfrey Beamont, late of South Crosland within the
Chappelry of Honley aforesaid, Yeoman, By his last Will and Testament
bearing datethe last day of Marchin the 24th year of King Charles the
Second, and in the year ofourLord, one thousand six hundred seventy
and two, amongst other things Gave and Granted towards themaintenance
of the ministers of the Chappells of Melthamand Honley aforesaid, certain
Messuages,Lands and Tenements with app'tenances, within theLordships
and Chappelrys of Meltham and Honley aforesaid,and Netherton and
South Crosland aforesaid.

And no Terrier, Survey, Inventoryor Note ofall or any of the said
Messuages, Lands and Tenements with theapp'tenances,hath as yet been
presentedandRegist'redin the Bishop's Registry at Yorke. nowknow yee
that wee, the ministers of Meltham and Honley aforesaid, and Chappel
wardens of the said Chappells, and other principall Inhabitants whose
names are subscribed, belonging tothe said Chappells and Chappelrys, doe
make and present this our Terrier, Survey, InventoryandNote as a true
Terrier, Survey, Inventory andNote of all the said Messuages, Lands,
and Tenements with the app'tenances inmanner and form following,
That is to say, one Messuage and Tenement with all Lands, Closes and
hereditaments to the same belonging, with all app'tenances aforesaid, and
now in the tenure and occupationofone John Thorpe or hisassignes.

Alsoe, part of one Messuage and Tenement situate lying and being at
Nethertonin South Crosland aforesaid, as the same is now dividedby the
nameor names of oneDwelling, on the south and the entry thereof, the
two SouthChambers, the South Parlour, one other Parlouron the East.
One Barne or Lath joining to the Lathynge, One SouthGarden, and all
that close called Lathynge, One other close called Stannynge Platt. One
other close called Scarr Close,and the Southhalfe part of the fould, and
the halfe p'te of one Orchard undivided. And alsoe four Closes(Of Land
called the Lane inge, the GeorgeCrofte,7e Litlepellet royde and the great
Pellet royde,now made into two Closes, and also two Closes of Land and
Meadow called Green Holme andIntake.

And alsoe three Closes of Landcalledthe Stubbing, the Longroydsand
the Green Holme, and one other Close called the OverstandingPlatt, with
allthapp'tenances to all and severall the said Messuages, Lands, Closes
andhereditaments, belonging orofright app'taining, with the app'tenances
situate lying and being in Meltham and Honley, Netherton and South
Crosland aforesaid, andnow in the severalltenures and Occupations ofthe
said John Thorpe andJoseph Haighe andGeorge Haighe ortheir assignes.
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AllwhichsaidMessuages,Lands, Closes, Tenements, Hereditaments with
app'tenances, Wee doe now find to be of the yearly valueof Thirty and
four Pounds per ann— over and aboveall charges and reprises— to become
yearly due andpayable for ever, for and towards the maintenance of the
Ministers of the Chappells of Meltham and Honley aforesaid, and which
said Messuages,Lands, Closesandpremisseswithapp'tenanceswere,by the
said Godfrey Beaumontin his said last Will and Testament, Devised to
Anthony Armytage, Abraham Beaumont, Joseph Haighe and Lawrence
Manknell, Yeomen, and their heirs as Feoffees in trust to and for the
uses aforesaid. And this wee doe make and present as a true Terrier,
Survey, Inventory or Note of all the said premisses with app'tenances,in
twopartes, One parte thereof to be transmitted into the Bishop's Registry
at Yorke,and the other parte tobe keptby John Armitageof ThickhoUins
in Meltham aforesaid, Yeoman, with the writeings to the Premisses
belonging.

InTestimony whereofuntobothptes 0f this our presentTerrier,Survey,
Inventory or Note of the P'misses with App'tenances,Wee haveset our
hands the ninthday ofMay, in the firstyearofour SovereigneLordJames
theBecond, of England, Scotland,France and Ireland, King, Defender of
the Faith pfec. Ann:Dom:1685.

Wee, the Ministers, ChappelwardensandotherprincipallInhabitants,Doe
believe this tobe a true Terrier, Survey, Inventory or Note of all Endow-
ments late given to the said Chappells, except what the sd Chappells were
endowed withall at their first foundation.

Will Bray:Minr:of Honley.
Ran:Broome, Curte of Meltham.
Abr' Beaumont, Chappelwarden.
Will:Brooke de Honley, Chappelwarden.
Godfrey Brooke, Banks, Chappelwarden.

Edw Taylor.

Jo:Armytage.

John Wilson.

Ja:Beaumont.
Ja:Armytage.

Richard Morton.
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AN ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS THE YEARLY SALLARY AND FULL
IMPROVED VALUE BELONGING TO THE CHAPPEL OF
MELTHAM, INTHEPARISHOF ALMONDBURY AND COUNTY
OF YORK, TAKEN AT HALIFAX IN THE SAID COUNTY
OF YORK, THIS 19th DAY OF JULY ANN: DOM: 1716.

£ s. d.
Impd. Paid out of William Woodheads Lands lying at Heyside

in the Parish of Oldham and County of Lancaster as a Rent
charge P. A 1 0 0

Paid out of Lands lying inMeltham in the possession of John
Woodhead aRent charge of £4 .12.0 per ann 4 12 0

Paid out of Lands lyingin Saddleworthin the possession ofJohn
Wood aRent charge of £3 .15.0 per ann 3 15 0

Paid out of Lands lying at Netherton in the possession of Mr.
Josh :Haighe the yearly rent of 8 5 6

Paid out of Lands lying in Meltham in the possession of
Joseph Thewlis ye yearly rent of 4 15 0

Paid as Chappel Wage and Surplis fees £10 .10.0 per ann. 10 10 0

£34 3 6

The error in the above certified value of the living of
Meltham,has mostprobably arisen from the carelessness of a
former transcriber who has overlooked an

" item," but the
sumof £34 3s. 6cL, mayberegarded asthecorrect total, andnot
£32 17s.6d., asthe figuresinthe aggregategive the amount.

INSCRIPTION ON THE COMMUNION PLATE PRESENTED TO
THE FIRST CHURCH AT MELTHAM.

ON THE CHALICE OR CUP.

Deo Sacrum et Capellæ de Meltham— Exdono pientissimæ Dnæ Dhæ
Mariæ Beaumonte* filiæ natu maximæ Georij Burdett de Denbigh Hall,
Armigeri1675.

* Lady Beaumont wasmarried,— first toRichard Pilkington,Esq.;after-
wards, to Sir Thomas Beaumont, of Whitley, Knight. Ab Sir Thomas
Beaumont owned property inMeltham, and was one of the Lords of the
Manor, Lady Beaumont's gift of a chalice was veryappropriate. She was
then a widow. There is no doubt Sir Thomas Beaumont had been a
liberal contributor towards the erection of the chapelin1650.
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ON THE FLAGON.

The gift of Elizabeth daughter of Timothy Woodhead to the Chappel
of Meltham 1784.

ON THE SALVER.

The gift of Elizh Daughterof Timothy Woodhead 1784.

|ts Status as a Cfranri of fee
It should be observed that the first chapel at Meltham,

waserected as a
"Chapel of Ease," in the parish of Almond-

bury, for the ease of the parishioners inthe neighbourhood,
who resided at too great a distance to attend the services at
the parish church. The law required for the chapelin that
capacity, no resident minister or incumbent,as it could be
servedby the Vicar and his curates from the mother church.
Therecan be no doubt, however, that the intention of the
promoters of itserection was, thatit shouldbecome a

"Paro-
chial Chapel," withapermanent minister or incumbentof its
own, and consequentlyless dependentupontheparishchurch.
This is clearly evinced by the foregoingoriginal documents;
for Bishop Tilson,inhis account of the consecration, speaks
of it as a "Parochial Chapel," and in the Terrier it is evi-
dentlypresumed that itpossessed a minister of its own.

But it does not appear that the measures necessary
for constituting it into a

"Parochial Chapel," were ever
adopted;so thatit continues still tobe inreality a "Chapel
of Ease," without a legally assigned district or boundary.
Hence everyminister of the chapel, in signing the registers
and other official documents, described himself, not as per-
petual curate or incumbent, but simply as "Curate." And
when,on the decease of Mr. Armitstead, in 1828, a dispute
arose as to the right ofpatronage,and considerable excitement
on the subject was manifested, the question was referred to

theArchbishop of the province, to whose diocese the parish
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of Almondbury then belonged,who decided the case infavour
of the Vicar. By that decision his grace proved that the
chapel of Melthamwas then a

" ChapelofEase," whichcould
stdlbe served by theVicar and his curates from the parish
church. And it may be added, that in a legal opiniongiven
within the last few months, a similar or corresponding view
is taken of this point.
It is much tobe regretted that Meltham,being the mother

church of thevalleyand oneof the three oldchapelries in the
parish of Almondbury, should have hitherto remainedin its
present anomalous position, without parochial independence
and a legally assigned boundary, whUst the ecclesiastical
districts of Holmbridge, Linthwaite, Lockwood, Meltham
Mills, Netherthong, Upperthong, and South Crosland, aU of
recent date, should have been formed into

"
New Parishes."

ItwastheintentionofthelateVicar,hadhis lifebeenspared,to
have taken the requisitemeans for constitutingMelthaminto
a distinct parish and a vicarage, which, it is earnestlyhoped,
willyet be effected.

How many of the ministers who served Melthamchapel
previous to the year 1829, resided within the township,
cannotnow beascertained. Some of themare knownto have
beennon-resident,as willbe hereafter shown. Butsince the
decease of Mr. Armitstead, the services of a resident minister
have been found necessary; the increase of the population
and the consequent additional duties devolving upon him,
renderinghis constant presence indispensable.

®3jjt"One of the most gorgeous displays of ruraland vulgar
pastime, whichhas now been discontinued above fifty years,
was theRmlibearing.* These gaudy and evencostly ainuse-

« "History of Kirkburton," page 168. For this account, Mr. More-
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ments werenot peculiartoour district,being commonat that
timeat least in severalparts ofLancashire and Cheshire. To
have any just ideaof the imposing scene, a person must have
been present; words may represent the preparations and
generalprocess ingettingup thisgrand show,but to see the
idolin aU its splendour, is vastly more striking. Ihave seen
numbers, sometimesfrom three to seven inone day, got up in
differenthamlets, but aU terminating at one point— Holmflrth
ParochialChapel. Here the demolition took place,and the
rushes were distributed in the different pews— perhapsby
theoccupiers of those pews,or by theirorders; whichbeing
during harvest-time, thechapelhaving onlyamud floor,must
have been a verycomfortablepreparation for winter."Inpreparing therush-cart muchcareandmanagementwere
required;a common cart was used, upon which the rushes
were buUt in the form of a loaded coach, or cart load of hay,
overhanging both sides and ends, especially the latter. The
builder— a connoisseur, no doubt— being provided with
several loads of rushes, cut and brought from the commons,
together with smaU rods for prickers, and also cords. His
assistants form the rushes into small tight bundles; with
these he fills the body of the cart, carryingup the sides and
endsas alreadymentioned to a considerable height, securing
the wholeby prickers and cords. Then the entire surface is
shorn in the most regular and even manner, and the ends
ornamentedlike carving.

"Allthis is only the mere groundwork The ornamental
part now commences. This consists of aU the flowers the
season and the surrounding gardens can supply, arranged
with aU the ingenuityand taste the buflder is master of; the

house states that he was indebted to the late Mr. Joseph Holmes, of
Underbank, Holmfirth. He was a schoolmaster, and died at an advanced
age. The account was writtenin1838.
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whole being sprinkled with tinsel ornament. Now for the
Procession. Here is the greatest attentionto display. If the
pageant is to be drawn along by horses, they arecaparisoned
with all conceivable splendour. But the rushcart is often
drawn by young men. A fine linen shirt covers theirother
vestments. This is allover ornamentedwithribbons of every
shade and colour, put on in every imaginable form. These
are furnished by their relations, sweethearts, or by any
of whom they can borrow for the occasion. When it is
not drawnby men, theyare employed to ride on horseback,
decked out in a similarmanner, and furnished withmuskets,
which they fire at short intervals: these precede the
carriage."The procession is announcedby beat of drum. Bands of
music werenotcommonhere tUl the termination of the late
French war. An old drummer from about Huddersfield,
called Marlborough— from having served under that great
general— was often engagedfor theseoccasions. Oneof these
displays from Scholes,perhaps the last from thatvillage, was
precededbyfromtwenty to fortyhorsemen, equippedas above.
It took place betweensixty and seventy years ago:Imyself
saw and accompanied the procession."

Though the foregoing description of the Eushbearing
applies primarUyto the ceremony,as it was usually observed
in the Graveship ofHolme, yet it is found,upon due inquiry
among the aged residents inMeltham, to be an exact delinea-
tion of its observance as itwas also practisedinthis township.
The last instance of the Eushbearing, of whichany record
exists, took place inMeltham about eighty years ago.
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CHAPTER III.

A NOTICE OP BISHOP TILSON AND OF THE SEVERAL CURATES

OP MELTHAM FROM THE YEAR 1651 TO 1770—
A SERMON BY

THE REV. JOHN KAYE
—

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY.

fisljop ifilsntt.
WI S we have in the preceding chapter given an account
(^3 of the building, consecration, and endowment of the
first chapel in Meltham; weproceed now to furnish some
information respecting the venerable prelate who conducted
the service by which that simple building was set apart for
the worship of Almighty God, and also to speak of the
several curates who, in succession, occupied its pulpitduring
a periodof 135 years, that is, from 1651 to 1786.

The detaUs of Bishop TUson's chequeredlife preserved to
us in the few historicalnotices thatremainofhim, aredeeply
affecting. Theyportray thecharacter of one upon whomfell
misfortunes and trials of every kind, and whomaintained, not
only his integrity, but his cheerfulness and dignity, under
them aU. His true greatness of mind shone forth perhaps
more conspicuously when travelling on foot, withouta mur-
mur, to minister to awUd and rude people dwelling among
thehiUs inYorkshire,than whenofficiating as Dean of Christ
Church, in Dublin, and Vice-ChanceUor of the University.
Thus has it ever been with the godly. Goldis tried in the
fire,and becomes brighter in the testing. The bush on Sinai
had remained unnoticed but for the fire that burned within
it. The church and her godliest members oftentimes send

i)
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forth most light when the flames of persecution are kindled
intheir midst.
Itis much tobe regretted that therecords handeddown to

usof Bishop TUson's longand eventful life are so exceedingly
meagre. Scanty, however, as they are, we gladly subjoin
them, inthe hope that they may give interest to the chapter
upon which wehave just entered.

Henry TUson, born in the parish of Halifax in1575, was
entered a student of Balliol CoU. Oxon, in 1593, became
B.A in 1596, M.A. in 1599, and was elected FeUow of
University CoU. In October 1615, he succeeded, in the
Vicarage of Bochdale, Mr. Ed. Kenyon, who had become
Rector of Stockport. He resided there for some years,
and on the 4th day of June, 1620, was marriedby license
at Miinrow, to Grace, daughter of Chadwick, probably
a branch of the Chadwicks of Healey, though unnoticed in
the elaborate pedigree of that famUy in the CoUege of
Arms.

Richard Linney, of Rochdale, yeoman, by wUl dated
March 12th, 1618-9, gives a legacy to his brother-in-law,
JordanChadwick ofHeley,gent:and "ToMr.HenrieTUson,
Clerke, Vicar of Rachdale, my best cloake, and one Greek
lexicon," and appoints his uncle, John Chadwick, D.D.,
executor.

Th« chUdren baptisedat Rochdale were

Dorothy Tilson, bapdJuly 1, 1621
Henry „ „ March14, 1623-4,
Margaret „ „ May 7,1626.
John „ „ Nov. 16, 1628.
Nathan „ „ Jany.30, 1630-1.
Thomas „ „ May 16,1636.

HebecameChaplain toThomas, the great Earlof Strafford,
about 1630, and accompanied himto Ireland whenappointed



BISHOP TILSON. 35

LordLieutenant. There is Uttle doubt thatTUson is referred
to byBishopBridgeman inthe foUowingparagraphof a letter
addressed to Strafford on June 29th,1634 :

—
"Icannotlet this bearer depart out ofmy diocese withoutablessing on

you for preferringof him, whomIhave found a learned, painful, honest,
peaceable,and religious minister, and such a one as

— if you had com-
manded me to chuse you a chaplain—Icould not havenamed one in my
diocese whom Icould sooner have recommended to you than this man.
Long and long mayyou rule that kingdom with honour and happiness to
it, andbypromoting such ashe [him],ever may you give scholars occa-
sion to pray for you whilst you live, and to bless your memory when you
are dead."— Strafford'sLetters, Vol. L,p.271.

To this distinguished nobleman he was indebted for his
unhappy promotion. He became Dean of Christ Church,
Dublin, Pro Vice-Chancellor of the University there, and
lastly was consecrated Bishop of Elphin on the 23rd Sep-
tember, 1639. On April 3rd, 1635— not in November,
according to Whitaker's "History of WhaUey," p. 443—
whilst residing in Castle-street, Dublin, he resigned the
Vicarage of Rochdale, and, in the lettersof resignation, he
styles himself, "Henry TUson, Clerk M.A., Dean of the
Cathedral Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity in
Dublin."

Hisprosperity was of short duration. The miserableIrish
rebeUionbroke out withawful fury, and on the 16th August,
1645, hispalace was attackedand pillaged, his libraryburnt,
his goods destroyed, and, what added to the Bishop's troubles
more than aU, his son, Captain Henry TUson, the Pariia-
mentarianGovernor ofElphin,joinedwithSirCharles Coote
in urging on the rebels. The Bishop fled from the scene
of devastation to England, and foundan asylum through the
liberaUty of Sir WiUiam Wentworth, of Wentworth Wood-
house, and Sir WUUam SaviUe, the relatives of the Earl
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of Strafford, at Soothill Hall, in the parish of Dewsbury.
Here he performed aU the functions of his apostolic office,
and it is somewhat remarkable that he privately ordained
in the "Bishop's Parlour," at Soothill, candidates for holy
orders during the suspensionofEpiscopacy.
"I have seen his letters of priests' orders to one of his

successors in the Vicarageof Rochdale, for by this persecuted
prelate, Henry Pigot, of LincolnCoU:Oxon, was ordained
Presbyter, according to the rites of theAnglican Church, on
Thursday, the 27th September, 1654, at Soothill. His lord-
ship's circumstances were poor and precarious, and he eked
out his scanty income by officiating at a small chapel at
Cumberworth for severalyears, and even, whenmore thana
septuagenarian, travelling weeklyupwards of twelvemUes, to
perform the duty for less than ,£16 ayear. The Bishop was
buried in Dewsbury Church, on the 2nd of April, 1655,* in
his 80th year, when a mean monument, withhis lordship's
arms, and whichhas beendesigned for aneffigy, stillremains.. . . BishopTilson does not appear tohave publishedany-
thing, although oneofhis lettersmay be found inWhitaker's'WhaUey,' and a high estimateof his abUities by his con-
temporaries, and especially by Strafford, only confirm the
remark of Mr.Hallam, that there is no greater faUacy than
that of estimating genius byprintedbooks. Here wehave an
instance of a man whose moral and intellectualattainments
were great, who possessed an enlightened mind, and stood
forth in his day honourably distinguished amongst the
clergy as an example of zeal without bigotry, and of piety
without asceticism, who stated that all his promotion came
'without his seeking and suit,' and who is nevertheless

» Fromthe abovedate it would appear that the venerable BishopTilson
wasmore than seventy-fouryears of age when he consecrated the chapel
at Meltham.
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chiefly remembered by posterity on account of his mis-
fortunes."*

To this account may be added the foUowing interesting
note from Whitaker's "Historyof WhaUey," p. 443 :—

"Inthetime of the Commonwealth, this httle Chapel of Cumberworth,
hada very eminent person for its Incumbent, Henry Tilson, Bishop of
Elphin, whohadbeen driven from his diocese by the troubles inIreland,
and had found shelter at Soothill Hall, near Dewsbury. Writing to an
intimate friend— probably SirGeorge RadcUffe— and dated1651, he says,'
But youshall knowe that Iamnot altogether idle, forIpray— after the

Directories of the Church of England
—

andpreachevery Sunday at aplace
in the mountaines, called Cumberworth, twomyles beyondEmley— where
Ihaveby the way,LawrenceJ my Gaius or hoste. It wasprofferedmeby
a gentleman, Mr. Wentworth, ofBretton, whomInever saw savinge once,
before he sent unto me;and because it came— as all my ecclesiastical
livings and preferments have done— without my seeking and suite;and
because it is a lay donative, andinhis power to give ordetaine, and the
engag (engagement) waspast in that parish,Itook it tobe pointedout for
me by God, as a little Zoar, to preservemy life, and did acceptit:though
it willnot reach to fortymarks per ann:Besides,Itrust to doGod service
in the exercise ofmy ministrie amongste that Moorish and late rebelUous§
plundering people. When Ifirst went to Rochdale, you mayremember
what the old ostler at the Baytinges willed me to do. 'Take with you*
(said he)

'
a great box full of tarre, for youshall find a great companie

of scabbed sheep.' The first Sunday Ipreachedinthe forenoone, andread
service in the afternoone:and whenIperceived by their murmurings that
they must have two fodderings,Ihavemade gooduse thereof; andwhereas

» Note on Bishop Tilson by the Rev. P. Raines, M.A.,P.S.A., Rural
Deanof Rochdale andIncumbent ofMilnrow, Rochdale. See

"
Assheton's

Journal," Chet. Soc. Pub., Vol. XIV.,1848.+ "Directory for PubUc Worship." During the civil war, the Puritans
suppUed the place of the Book ofCommon Prayer, by avolume bearing the
above title. Itwaspreparedbya committee appointedOctober 17th,1643,
andwasestabUshedbyParliament, January3rd,1645.— Townsend'sManual
ofDates. For further information, see Note at the end of this chapter.

♥Lawrence Farrington, Rector of Emley.
§ These wild mountaineers had takena somewhat discreditable part in

the civilwar against Charles I., from1642 to '49, andhad become greatly
demoralised inconsequence of it, their mode of warfare beingmarked by
plunder and lawless violence.
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Imight have given them two sixpences, they are well pleased ifIgive
them two groates for a shilling, which Iintend to pay them, so childish
are they in the right valuinge ofGod's coyne."*

At the east end of the south aisle of Dewsbury Church
is a tablet to the memoryof Bishop TUson, whichbears the
foUowing inscriptioninLatin:—

P.M.
Reverendiin Christo Patris

Henrici Tilson,
Hen.F.

Episcopi Elphinensis
InHibernia,

Nati Ao. 1576,JuxtaHalifax,
InAgro Eboracensi,

Denati 31die Martu, A. 1655,
In eodem Agro.

Viri obEruditionem, et Pietatem
Insignis.

Parentis charissimi
P.

Nathan Tilson,
Hen.F. Hen N.

Translation
Inpiousmemory

ofthe Rev. Father in Christ
Henry Tilson

(the sonof Henry)
BishopofElphin,

InIreland,
The initial capitals in the above inscription stand for tha followingwords:— line 1, Pia Memoria;4, Henrici Filii;14, Posuit;16,HenriciFilius, HenriciNepos.
* Dr. Whitaker remarksuponthis lastsentence,"The Puritansrequiredtwo sermons every Sunday;and the Bishop, who seems to havebeen aneconomist of hisdoctrine, probably meantby this whimsical figure that thepeopleof Cumberworth were betterpleased with two discoursesof twentyminutes each, thanwith oneofanhour."
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Born in the year1576, near Halifax,
inthe County of York;

Died the 31st day of Marchin the year1655,
Inthe same County:

A mandistinguished for his learning
andpiety:

A most belovedparent :
Nathan Tilson,

Son of Henry, grandson of Henry,
erected

(This monument.)

&\z Cnrat-es.
THE REV. CHRISTIAN BINNS.

Christian Binns, the first Curate of the first chapel or
church inMeltham, was the only son of the Rev. John Binns,
who was for about eighteen years Ministerof Honley Chapel,
and, for ten, ofHolmfirth, wherehe remaineduntilhis death
in1646.
"Christian Binns wasbornat OverBrockholes, and after receiving his

elementary education, was sent to Trinity College, Cambridge. His
residence there was during the exciting period of the great national
struggle of the civil war. He took his B.A. degree in1646. How soon
he entered on the ministry after he left College does not appear. It is
probablehe took up his residence at his paternal estateat Over Brockholes
(Bank End); from which he never removed. He had been ordained a
Deacon, but does not seemto have takena church:perhaps the veryun-
settled stateof the National Church at that time contributed to make him
undecided in his course. He had appUed for ordination to Dr. Tilson,
BishopofElphin, who then resided at SuthillHaU, nearDewsbury, from
whommany persons who were thencandidates for holy orders in the West
Riding, sought ordination;but ithadbeen delayed inconsequence of his
having to take the oath of the King's supremacy, respecting which he
appears tohavehad scruples. He,however, on the 3rdof October, 1650,
was ordained Presbyter by the Bishopof Elphin, at Emley Church, and
was the following year appointed to the Curacy of Meltham Chapel
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(Church), whichhad recently been erected, and which was consecrated on

the 24th of August, 1651, by the same Bishop.* The Rev. Christian
Binns continued Curate of Meltham until his death, which took placeat
Bank End. He was interredat Kirkburton, the 27thofJune, 1669."Elizabeth Binns, sister of the Rev. Christian Binns, Curate of Mel-
tham, married Anthony Armitage, of ThickhoUins. The Court of St.
John's ofJerusalem possessedthe right of issuing Probate ofWills within
its jurisdiction, being what is termed a"Peculiar." The will of the Rev.
Christian Binns, B.A., the last of the name at Bank End, wasproved in
this Court, and probate granted in the 23rdof Charles II. (1670.) He
devised his estate to the children of his sister EUzabeth, the wife of Mr.
Anthony Armitage,of ThickhoUins. She was buried January 23rd, 1657,
andher husband September 8th, 1674.")•

THE REV. GEORGE CROSLAND.

It appears from an entry in the old Register of Baptisms
and Burials at Meltham, that the Rev. Christian Binns was
succeeded in the Curacy by the Rev. George Crosland, B.A.
The notification of this is in Latin, and may be translated
thus:— "George Crosland, of the Holy and Undivided
Trinity College, in the University of Cambridge, B.A,
received the cure of souls at Meltham, the 2nd of May,
1669." Of this gentleman and the character of his minis-
trations,no traditionnow exists. It is probable that he was
related to the Croslands of Castle House, or CastleHiU, of
which famUy twomembers, GeorgeCrosland, andhisnephew,
John, weresuccessivelyVicarsof Almondbury. TheAlmond-
bury Register records the name of another clerical member
ofthesame family,baptisedthere "June 17th,1610, Master
of Arts." The Curate of Meltham, the Rev. George Cros-
land, married a lady of the name of Martha Bannister, July
20th, 1674, by whom he had two daughters, Francisca,

* "
The erection and consecration of an EpiscopalChapel, under the

then existing stateof the Anghcan Church, is perhapsunparalleledin the
ecclesiastical history ofYorkshire."+ Morehouse's"History of Kirkburton,"pp. 127— 8.
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baptised June 8th, 1675, and Elizabeth, baptisedDecember
2nd, 1680. It is supposed that he was interredat Almond-
bury, the burial place of his ancestors, as no tombstone or
memorialof any description marks the place of his sepulture
at Meltham. A curious receipt ofmoney, inhishandwriting,
toMr. John Armytage, of ThickhoUins, is stUl inexistence,
and is thus worded:—

"August 25th1676." Recdthen of John Armytage yeoman, tenn shillings beingye 20/2 for
tennpounds which was to be paid to the Curate ofMeltham Chappell upon
ye feast of Bartholomew, Isa,receivedby me ye said summ

Geokge Ckosland
Curate."

THE REV. TIMOTHY ELLISON.

The name of the Rev. TimothyEUison, as exhibiting his
Ucense in 1674, occurs in the list of Curates, and also that of
the Rev. Dennis Hayford in1683; but their term of service
must have been very short, as we have seen that the Rev.
George Crosland held the Curacy in August, 1676, and how
much longer weknow not; whUe from another document we
learn that the Rev. Randoll Broom, Curate of Meltham,
officiated at a marriage— that of the Rev. Cams PhiUpson,
Vicar ofAlmondbury, in 1683, December17th. Of EUison
andHayford norecordremains. "Theirmemorialisperished
with them." They arenot aUuded toin the Register.*

* The oldRegister now in existence belonging to Meltham, dates from
the 2nd of May, 1669, on which day the first three lines in itcertify that
the Rev. GeorgeCrosland took the cure of souls at Meltham. At the foot
of one column of entries for the year 1711, July 5th, these words are
added:— "And thus far was contained in the old Register book, andhere
it was a wanting"— 1715. By this we gather that there was aformer,
and probably the first Register, from which this has been copied. From
1669 to 1727 the same clear excellent handwriting is found. Leaves are
wanting from 1705 to 1711, and again from 1711 to 1715.
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THE REV. RANDOLL BROOM.

The Rev.RandoUBroom exhibited his license in1683, and
held theCuracy ofMeltham twenty-two years,butduring that
periodresidedat Linthwaite HaU, near Slaithwaite. He died
the 17thof December, 1705, in the 63rd year of his age, and
was buried in Meltham Church yard, where his tombstone,
withthe foUowinginscription, maystiU be seen:—

"Here Ues the body of Mr. RandoUBroom, Curate of this place, who
Departedye 17«i of Decembr 1705 inye 63rd yearatat 6J3 suæ."

AU that we can now learnrespecting himis to be gathered
fromthediary of theRev.RobertMeeke, Incumbent of Slaith-
waite,betweenwhomandMr.Broom a great intimacyexisted,
which seems tohaveledto frequent intercourse and occasional
exchange of clerical duties. Mr. Meeke was a faithful and
conscientious pastor, greatly belovedby his people, and a
friendship with himgives us a favourable impressionof Mr.
Broom's character.

The portion of Mr. Meeke's diary in which his brother
clergyman is named, extends over a period of about five
years, beginning in 1689 and ending in1694. The first two
entries run thus,and relate only to the viUageof Meltham:*
"1689.— Octr 14th.— Iwent to day to Meltham, dined at Yeoman

Armitage's, Dame Shaw andher sister Mortimer being withme."
Novembr 17th.— In the forenoon preach't at home, in ye astern:at

Meltham for Mr. Broom, where there weremany people."

Itis satisfactory to learn from this last remark that evenat
that early period, and the season of the year— winter the
inhabitants of the viUage of Meltham did not "forsake the
assembling of themselves together on the Sabbath Day."

» The extracts from Meeke's diary have beenkindly furnished by the
Rev. C. A.Hulbert, Incumbent of Slaithwaite.
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"Decem. 25.— Preach't at home from 1 Timothy i. 15thmiddle part.
Itwas athaw aster yesnow;theway was very wet. Mr. Broomwentnot
to Meltham, but came hither. Idesired his pains, but he wasnot pre-
pared, so thatIwas frustrate ofmy hope."

The next entry, February 19th, 1690, refers to a journey
from Slaithwaite to York, undertaken by the two worthy
divines, to enablethem to record their votes as freeholders on
theelectionof membersfor the county. At that time, indeed,
such a journeywas a somewhat serious affair. On this occa-
sion, from leavingSlaithwaite to returning, it occupied above
three days.
"

1690.— February19.— Arose abouttwo o'clock this morning and went
withMr.Broomtowards York. About ten we came toLeeds, andrefreshed
ourselves, and then to Tadcaster— about 5 o'clock to York.*"

20th.— Blessed be God, arose in a measure of health, though Iwas
somewhat wearied. About 9 we went into the Castle yard to shoutfor the
knights ofthe shire, viz.— LordFairfax* and Sr. JohnKay, they wereboth
chosen,noneopposed them. About 11returned back, caUed at Tadcaster,
and then toLeeds.

"21st.— Arose inhealth againpraised be God, tho' yesterday through
companyIstay'd too late up, about 11we came toBrighouse and sohome-
ward."April 28th.— Went twice to see a neighbour, being sick and weak—
(29th) and to day Mr.Br:went withme, andhe pray'd with her, and we
returned back."

Aug. 6th.— Many people went tomeet Sr. JohnKay's son,beinglately
married,who broughthis wifetoWoodsome to day. Iwent withMr.Broom
andmy landlord."

1691.— February 22.— It was such a snow during the day that Mr.
Broom could not go to Meltham, but came to the chappel andpreached
for me both ends of the day from Matth. 5. 16. The congregation was
very small, buthalf a dozen womenin the forenoon.

* That is, the journey between Slaithwaite and York occupied fifteen
hours !

t This wasHenry LordFairfax, paternaluncle to ThomasLordFairfax,
the Pariiamentarian General, who died withoutmale issue.
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"Augst. 30.— Ipreached at home, there was a slender congregation.
Many went to Meltham, Marsden, and Ripponden, being the first Sunday
after Rushbearing."1692.— April 5th.— Snow so deep on the moor, that Mr. Broom could
not go to Meltham. Hepreached for me in the afternoon from lst Cor:
6.4.

"July10th.— Rode to Meltham. Itwas a wet day, by times showers.
Preached both ends, by God's assistance, andreturnedhome safe. Dined
at James Oldfield's, whohad a chUd baptized."1693.— Octr. 30.— Dined at Abr: Beamond's at Meltham with anew
married couple, viz.— Mr. RadcUff and his wife. After dinner we went
into the town to drink a shot as custom is. We stay'd too long— that it
was verylate beforeIcame home— Mr.Br:being with me.

"July, 1694.— My neighbour Mr. Broom being ill all this week,Ipro-
mised to preach for him to morrow in the afternoon. God fitt me for
sickness,suffering, and death."

15.— Preached this forenoonupon a text something suitable to what
happen'd— one to do publique penance. Ipreached from1Tim:5. 20,*
wliichIpreparedyesterday. Inthe afternoon preach't at Meltham."

THE REV. JOHN KAYE.

As the Rev. RandoU Broom died in 1705, and the Rev.
John Kaye does not appear to have taken the Curacy of
Meltham before 1710, the cure must have been held in the
mean time by some other individual, whose name has been
lost, and of whomnorecordcan be found.

The Rev. John Kaye was a member of an old and res-
pectable famUy residing in Netherthong,t and from the
circumstance of there being no tradition as to any house he
occupiedor lodged inat Meltham, it is supposed that healso
lived at Thong. A flat stone in the Church yardof Almond-
burypoints outhis last restingplace. Itbears the foUowing

* "Them that sin, rebuke before all, that others also may fear."+ The foUowing entry in the Register occurs :—
"

1679. Johan:fil ■

Abra: Kaye de Netherthongue bapt iug. primo die fuitqe"— and someyearsafter— "
Curat de Meltham"

added.
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inscription:
—

"
Here lyeth the Body of the Reverend Mr. John Kaye, late Curate

of Meltham, who died December the 24th, in the 45th year of his age.
Ano Dno1723."

A few rather interesting fragmentsof Mr. Kaye's sermons,
now nearlyobliteratedby time, have beendeciphered by the
help of a powerful magnifying-glass, and are here given as
specimens of the doctrine he taught and the style of his
composition. The following sentences are from one:— "For
Kirk August Feast* 1710." Discourses delivered about 150
years ago are of course somewhatdifferent in their style from
those to which we are accustomed to listen in the present
day. The text of the discourse above alluded to is from
2 Timothy iii 12— "Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
"Though evil menplot, Godhathaplot, above their plots he sits in

heaven, and laughs them to scorn. The wicked plottethagainst the just,
and gnasheth uponhim with his teeth;God comes between the plot and
the execution, and mars aU. He snares the wickedin their owndevices.
This is a matter worthy of our chiefest meditation. God wUl punish
aU wickedmen, butpersecutors of his people especiaUy. As the martyrs
shall havethe highest joys— so for then- persecutors God has preparedthe
deepest sorrows. There is a near unionbetween Christ andhis church.
He is the head, they are hismembers;He the vine, they the branches ;
Hethe husband, andthey his spouse;ergo, He must be sensible of the
wrongs done to ym. . . . Christ and his people havecommon foes.
Tho' wicked menmay forget their wickedness, yet God will not. He can
teU Amalek400 yearsafter whathe did against Israel, andpunishhim for
it. . . . IfJeroboam stretch forthhis hand against the prophet, that
handshaU wither;if Herod vex the church, worms shall vexhim. . . .
Now, many live longest, who deserve not to live at all. Here, the
Israelites make bricks, whilst the Egyptians dwell at ease— David is in
want,whilst Nabal abounds. Here Zionofttimes is Babylon's captive,and

* St. Bartholomew's Day.
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they that deserve nothing are lords ofaU. Yet this is oui- comfort, the day
of the Lordwill come, when we shall be above, and our enemies shaU be
beneath. Now, they may cite us to their Bar,but we cite them,as Jerome
ofPrague didhis adversaries, to God's Bar, and summon you all toanswer
me shortly before the greatand just Judge of all the world."

Again, elsewhere,he says,
"Ihave read of a woman in the time of Valens, theRomanEmperor,

who ran with her hair loose abouther shoulders, and her chUd in her
arms, to the place where the martyrs were being slain— and being asked
whither she ran,she replied, Crowns are being given to day, andIwiUbe
partaker with them. This joy and comfort was peculiar to the spirits
ofthose times— but we cannot expect the like now."

THE REV. MR. SUNDERLAND.

A gentleman of the name of Sunderland, was, after the
death of the Rev. Mr. Kaye,nominated to the Curacy of
Meltham, but did not retain it long. Whether he resigned
it,or wasremovedby death, isnot known. Nothing beyond
the fact of his having once held it, can be ascertained res-
pectinghim.

THE REV. JOHN STAINTON.

The Rev. John Stainton, A.B., took the cure of souls at
Meltham in the year 1724, being nominated by the Rev.
R. Slater, Vicar of Almondbury. His name occurs in the
bond concerning the buildingof Mean Bridge in1724. It i3
most probable that this gentleman was a descendant of the
venerable Robert Stainton, Vicar of Almondbury, who died
in1598, and whosepious and affecting prayeron the occasion
of interringHenryBeaumont, of Lockwood, who died of the
plague in1563, is givenelsewhere. The Rev.Robert Stainton,
as Vicar of Almondbury, was also caUed uponto committo
the grave inthe year 1558 five members of the Scammonden
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family,of Woodsome MiU,aU victims to thatawfulpestilence.
The first death occurred on the 16th of July, 1558— the last
on the 10thof August, the foUowing month in the sameyear.
The Vicar's son, Henry Stainton, was Curate of Marsden
during his father's life-time. It is most probable that the
Rev. John Stainton, the Curate of Meltham, was interred
withhis famUy at Almondbury. He only held the Curacy
four years. Mr.Littlewood,of whom norecordremains save
the name, was the immediatesuccessor of Mr. Stainton, and
was foUowed byMr. Sagar.

THE REV. ROBERT SAGAR.

This gentlemanwas nominated to the Curacy of Meltham
July, 1728, by the Rev. EdwardRishton, Vicar of Almond-
bury, andhadpreviouslyheldthe Curacy there, and frequently
preachedin the Parish Church. He seems to haveoccasioned
much annoyance to the Vicar by hisnegUgence respectingthe
Registers when at Almondbury, and to have been equaUy
careless and dilatory at Meltham. For in the Almondbury
Churchwarden's accounts in 1752, we find the foUowing
item:—

"1752, April 5th, Paid three men for going to Meltham to afright
Mr. Sagar, to make him sendhis Register, Mr. Rishton being fast for
going forward withhis, Pd 3/."

And six years after, in 1758, the alarm that these three
menmaybe supposed to haveproduced in Mr.Sagar's mind
seems to have been forgotten, for we again find another
entry:

—
"

Paid three men3/ for going to Meltham about the Register."*
* The Rev. Edward Rishton was amost conscientious and methodical

man, as we gather from a note in his handwriting at the beginning of
Vol. 4 of the Parish Register.. He says:

— "As Ihavealways lookedupon
the due keeping ofa Parish Register of the utmost consequence, soIhave
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Mr. Sagar marriedWidow Broadbent, of CradinHoles, by
whom he had several chUdren. He was found dead inhis
bed on Wednesday morning, AprU the 25th, 1770, after
holding the Curacy of Meltham forty-twoyears. As to the
performance of his pastoral duties, tradition is sUent, but we
find occasional mentionofhim in the diaryof aneighbouring
clergyman— with whom he appears to have been intimate—
the Rev. John Murgatroyd, Master of Slaithwaite School.
Thisgentleman, inhisdiary, thus writes:

— "AprU 22, 1770,
Vesp:Mr.Sagar preached in the morningandIreadprayers,
and did aU for him in the afternoon, hebeingnot very weU;
gratis." And onWednesday morning foUowing, viz.— April
25, 1770, this entry occurs:

— "From sudden death, good
Lord deliver us" (Mr. Sagar was found dead in his bed).
Again we read in the diary:— "At Meltham, 29th AprU, at
theend of the sermon said somethingon Mr.Sagar's death."

In another entry inthe January previousto this,Mr.Mur-
gatroyd writes:— "25 Jany, 1770, Mr. Sagar gave mehalf a
guinea,withoutrequesting it, for duty"— and again:— "The
Rev.Mr. Sagar departed this life April 26, 1770; went to
bed in his usual health, and was found dead in bed in
ye morningabout 8. He was Curate ofMeltham."
It would be a want of justice to the memory of that

worthy andtruly indefatigable man,Mr.Murgatroyd— himself
scantily supplied with this world's goods— were we to pass

been exactly careful, in the several laborious employments Ihave been
called to in the church, to avoid mistakes. But asmy care alone is not
sufficient to keep this Parish Register with ye exactnessIcould wish,
Idesire this justice from posterity;that if any mistakes arise, and the
consequences of 'em, they may not be charged upon my memory; but
entirely (as in reason they ought to be) upon the negligence of the res-
pective curates.— 1726. Edward Rishton, Vicar." A note at the foot
of this entry runs thus :— "N.B. EdwardRishton, Vicar ofAlmondbury,
deserves the thanks of all men for his care in the good order ofye Register
since 1727." To this thereis no signature. Charles and Thomas Broad-
bent were the last persons whom Mr. Sagar christened.
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unnoticed his frequent services rendered to Mr. Sagar inthe
chapel at Meltham, gratis. Persons not long deceased,
rememberhow this good man used to toilon the road from
Slaithwaite to Meltham, book inhand, preparinghis sermon,
regardless alike of the heat of summer and the storms of
winter.

Three curiousreceiptsof moneyinthe Rev.RobertSagar's*
handwritingare stillextant, and are thus wrorded:—

"MelthamNovbr 29, 1738. There and then, received of Mary Wood-
head, the sum of two pounds, being in full for onehalf-year's rent, due at
Martinmas last,Isay, receivedby me,Robert Sagar, Curate of Meltham."

And again,
"Meltham, November the llth1748. There and then, Received of

John Woodhead, the sum of forty shillings, being half-a-year's Rent
arising from lands lying inMeltham, now become due, Isay Received by
me Robert Sagar, Curate."

Again,
"Meltham, Junethe 28th, 1755. There, then, and at another time

before received of James Woodhead the sum of twoPounds;being half-a-
year's Rent due at Whitsuntide last. Isay, received by me, Robert
Sagar, Curate of Meltham."

On a table-tomb, in Meltham Church yard, on the south
side of the church, and about six yards therefrom, the east
end of the tomb being nearly parallel with the east endof
the church,is the foUowing inscription:—"

Here Lyeth interred ye Body of the Revd- Mr. Robert Sagar, late
Curate of this place, whoDeparted this Life ye 26th Day of AprU, 1770,
in the 73rd year ofhis age."

He was buried April the 30th, 1770.
Mr. Sagar came originally from Colne, in Lancashire,and

was, at the same time as a Mr. Littlewood, an applicant for
the Curacy after the death of the Rev. John Stainton. Mr.

* The Rev. Robert Sagar resided in the house afterwards occupied by
Mr.Isaac Woodhead, andin whichthe LocalBoardnowhold theirmeetings.

i:
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Littlewood,it appears, was the person appointed,but whether
fromillhealthor some otherunknown cause,he speedily gave
up his charge, and Mr. Sagar was appointed to the vacant
Curacy. His grandson, Mr. WilliamSykes— alias WiUiam of
the School,his father being the schoolmaster at Crosland

—
now* in his 85th year

—
a vigorous old man with all his

faculties unimpaired, states, that his grandfather greatly
desired the appointment,but having beenpreviouslyrejected
by those who now madeapplication to him, was resolved to
give them a gentle reminder of their former treatment, and
wrote them the foUowing caustic and humorouslines inreply
to their request:—

"Littlewood is gone,
Geeatwood you have none,
What need canyouhave of a Sagak?'

"
Sagar," in the dialect of Meltham, means Sawyer.

In Archbishop Sharpe's Book, a copy of whichwas in the
possessionof the lateArchdeaconMarkham, two names occur,
namely, those of Samuel Brooke, in 1730, and Jonathan
Leatherbarrow,in1733,ashavingbeennominatedto theCuracy
ofMelthamby theRev.EdwardRishton,Vicar ofAlmondbury;
butas Mr. Sagart was unquestionablythe Curate ofMeltham
from 1728 to 1770, whenhis decease occurred, thesegentle-
men must have beenassistant Curates in the parish.

THE REV. EDMUND ARMITSTEAD,j
the lastCurate whoofficiated inthe old chapel, was nominated• April, 1865.+ The inhabitants ofMeltham appear to have entertained amost kindly
feeling towards their pastor, the Rev. Robert Sagar, for about the year1760,they enclosedfrom the waste a certain portion of land from which
they dug out the stones, and put it into a state capable of cultivation.
This they gave to the church for the improvementof the living:it was
called

"Parson's Close," and it was from this field that a portion was
taken in 1850 for the New Cemetery.

J The Rev.Edmund Armitstead resided at Netherton during the whole
of the time thathe was Curate of Meltham— aperiodof 58 years.
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by the Rev. Robert Smith, Vicar of Almondbury, in the year
1770, to whom a further allusionis madeelsewhere. Inthis
place we record merely hisappointment and the timeduring
which he occupied the pulpit in the first chapel, namely
sixteen years. Mr. Murgatroyd's Diary has one or two
entries bearing on this period, and on a later one. They
relate to Mr. Armitstead, withwhom he seems to havebeen
on friendly clerical terms.

"1782,November 24th. At Melthambut no service. Rev. Armitstead
gone to seehis relations. Rev. Harrop* wo'd be at Meltham Vespers, 60,

callingnowhere,Ireturned home. Again1789,October 13that Meltham,
no service there M.— Iwent and dined with Mr. Mellor, at Helm, and we
went together to the chapel. Ichurched a woman and did all the after-
noonduty at Meltham, though Mr. Armitstead was returned from Honley,
where he had done the morning duty. 1802, June 25th at Meltham,but
did no duty, Revd- Armitstead did it all. Icame home to my dinner, and
went to Slaithwaite Chapel Vesp:

"

The followingis an additionalnote to page37 :—
"Directory.— A kind of regulation for the performance of religious

worship, drawn up by anassembly ofreligious teachers in England, at the
instance of the Parliament, in 1645. It was intended to supply the use
of the Liturgy, or Book of Common Prayer, the use of which had been
abolished. It prescribed no form of prayer,or circumstances of external
worship,and didnot oblige the people to anyresponses except 'Amen.'

"—
Dr.Hook's Church Dictionary.

"Directory, the Church.— The book so
called was pubUshed in England at the period of the civil war. It was
drawn up at the instance of Parliament, by an assembly of Divines at
Westminster, with the object that the ministers might not be wholly at a
loss in their devotions after the suppression of the Book of Common
Prayer. There were some general hints given, which were to be managed
ivithdiscretion;for the Directory prescribedno form of prayer,nor man-
ner of external worship,nor enjoined the people to make any responses,
except 'Amen.' The Directory was established by an ordinance of the
Parliament in 1644.— Bishop Taylor." From Haydn's Dictionary of
Dates, Vincent's Edition.

Curate of Holmfirth.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE KEV. ABRAHAM WOODHEAD AND HIS CONNECTION WITH

MELTHAM
—

TWO BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF HIM FROM TWO

INDEPENDENT SOURCES.

2j|JftWH the History of the first House of Prayer in the
viUage of Meltham,of which any record remains to

us, is intimately connected that of the greatest man whom
that villageever produced

—
AbrahamWoodhead

—
the pater-

nal nephew of the original promoter of the chapel of 1651,
and the grandson of the worthyold lady,whosepious desire"

to setup anhabitationfor the mighty Godof Jacob," among
her ownpeople,led to its erection. How far the godly and
learned scholar, the notices of whose Use we are about to
consider, may have influenced his relatives and neighbours
to undertake, and afterwards encouraged them to complete
this good work, we cannot tell. But, as at the time of its
buUdinghe was above forty years of age, and amost zealous
and devoted son of the church, we are quite justified in
supposinghim tohave regarded it withpeculiar interest, nor
are we surprised at the provisions of his wUl above twenty-
five years after, by whichhebequeaths aU the worldly goods*
wherewith God had blessed him, for the support of those
who should hereafterminister within its waUs.

When we reflect upon the events of a life marked by so
much change and disquiet, and uponhis longseparationfrom
his native viUage, it is touching to note the proof he thus

* That is, subject to an annual rent charge of £5 to the heirs male of
his Uncles' families— and these failing, to revert to the Church.
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gave of bis regard for its best interests; a regard which,
neither time, distance,nor the social andpohtical distractions
raging around him, could destroyor weaken. To this fact we

would particularly call the attention of our readers at tbe
openingof a chapter on the life and character of this remark-
able man.

The followingbiographicalnotice, extractedfrom the pages
of Anthony Wood's "Athenæ Oxonienses,"* gives us a brief
outline of bis history.

"AbrahamWoodhead, son of .John Woodhead, of Thorn-
hill,in Yorkshire, was born in Maltham, in the parish of
Albonsbury, alias Arubury, in the said County, enter'd a
student in University College under the tuition of Jonas
Eadcliff, anno 1624, agedsixteen years or thereabouts, and
soonafter was madeScholar. Afterwardsgoing through the
several classes of Logick and Philosophy with very great
industry, he took tbe degrees in Arts,t became Fellow in
1633, entered into Holy orders, pass'd a course in Divinity,
and in 1641was electedoneof the Proctorsof theUniversity;
wliich office being quitted (not without trouble, occasioned by
the denying of the Grace of Francis Cheynell,:}: of wbichhe
complain'd to the LongParliament)^ betravell'd intoFrance
with a gentleman commoner of his House, named Thomas
Eadcliff, son of Sir George Eadcliff and afterwards with
Thomas Culpeper, and Thomas Strode, both of tbe same
House. Atlengthsettlingfora timeinEome,he wasentertain'd

» Wood's "Athenæ Oxonienses." Col. 1157. Bliss's Edition, 1817.+ Wood's
"

Fasti." Ed. Bliss. Itis statedthatAbraham Woodhead took
his degrees thus,— B.A.,February 5, 1628-9. M.A.,Nov. 10,1631. He
gothis fellowship in1633, andwas appointedProctor May 15,1641.

♥"On accountof thedegreeof B.D.being deniedinthe Congregation to
Francis Cheynell, for tworeasons,one of which was, that he hadpreached
against His Majesty's declaration."— Fasti Oxon. Vol. H., Col. _■

A notice of this man(Francis Cheynell), half madman, half fanatic, will
be foundin the Appendix.

§ At the Bar of the House of Commons.
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by George Duke of Buckingham, whom he instructed in
Matbematicks, and was much respected by bim. After hia
return intoEngland (beingdepriv'd of his fellowship by the
visitors appointed byParliament for absence and non-appear-
ance anno1648), he lived for some time in YorkHouse in
tbe Strand by tbeappointment of the said Duke;butArthur
LordCapel being informedof the great merits of theperson,
he entertained,and learn'dof him tbe Mathematical sciences.
In1660, he was restored to bis fellowship by his Majesty's
Commissioners, and remained inhis College for a time. But
his opinion,as to religion,being then alter'd(as it bad been
since be was atEome, whichhe alwaysvery warily conceal'd),
hegot leave of themasterandsociety tobeabsent, as intending
again to travel, with the allowanceof £20 per ann. So tbat
retiring to London, he afterwards settled at Hoxton alias
Hogsden,near to that city, wherehelived very obscurely and
retiredly upon that allowance that the College made to
him as a traveller, all therein, except one, knowing not to
tbe contrary, but tbat be was beyond the seas. ThereIsay,
being settled, be not only caused youths to betrainedup in
the Eoman Catholic Eeligion (of whicbcertainmembers of
Parhament did openly make mention in the bouse, after tbe
Popish Plot was discovered), but also wrote and published
divers books in vindication of the Church of Eome, and
thereby gained tbe character by themen of that party of tbe
prime Champion of Englandto stand up for their cause."

Justice to Mr. Woodbead's memory, and to his reputation
for integrity, compels us in tbis place to interrupt Wood's
narrative and correct or explainwhat be states respecting the
motives which led to so much seclusion and secrecy on
Woodhead's part. Theauthorof the "Athenæ Oxonienses"and
nearly all tbe writerson tbe above subject wbo follow inhis
wake, and probably quote from his pages,seem to infer that
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the £20 perannumreceivedby tberetiredscholar atHogsden
wasobtainedbyhim undera falsepretence,viz.— that of being
abroad as a traveUer, whenbe wasinrealitylivinginconceal-
ment inLondon, and that it was, consequently,so dishonest
a transaction as to require bis withdrawalfrom society, and
the maintenance of as strict an incognito as possible. But
that all these surmises areunfair and unjust weare enabled
positively to assert, for, on tbis point, reliable information
from an undoubted source bas been obtained, tbe sum and
substance of which,derived from the Eegister of University
College, Oxon., is, first, that Abraham Woodhead was not
resident inOxfordfrom tbe year 1660, whenbe was restored
to his Fellowship, to the time when be resigned it on the
23rdof April, 1678, a few days onlybeforebis death on tbe
4th of May, in thatsame year; second, that there arerepeated
entries of leave of absence being granted to bim by tbe
societyduring tbatperiod;and,third,thatnomentionis made
of any conditions under which this leave of absence was
given, either as regarded his place of residence or the allow-
ance to be made to bim by tbe College. It is presumed,
therefore, that Anthony Wood must have obtained his
information on tbese points from traditions existing in the
College,or from otbersources of whicbnorecordnowremains.
The entries simply record tbe fact, that leave of absence was
granted on each occasion, for a limited period, in the same
form as tbat used onsimilarapplications from otberFeUows
of tbe CoUege. Had tbere been any private arrangement
tbatAbraham Woodhead was to travelabroad, which be did
not afterwardsfulfil,it is not believed that under tbe statutes
thenexistinghe couldhave beendeprived of bis FeUowsbip
on thataccount. But theCoUegemight baverefused torenew
his leaveof absence, and thus have requiredhim to return to

Oxford. It is probable that the sum of £20, mentioned by
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Wood, represented the old stipend of his Fellowship, which
he was entitled to receive, whether absent or resident, in
addition to tbe payments for allowances given only during
residence.

The followingremarks, from the same source, occur at the
closeof theprecedingones:— "There is goodreasontobelieve,
tbatduringtbe periodreferred to, Mr.Woodhead wasstrongly
inclined to tbe Eoman Cathohc Church,as were also some
other members of the same society, but tbere is no evidence
to shew that he ever actually joined tbat churcb. He seems
tohave been a very learned, pious,and self-denyingman."

After reading tbe above facts, and discovering tbat there
was, apparently,no moral reason for Mr. Woodhead's retire-
ment from the world, we are led to the conclusion that, a
life whoUy devoted to literary pursuits, and passed in entire
seclusion, was the one of his choice and most in harmony
with bis inclinations, and that no otber motive whatever
inducedbim to adopt it."

A noted author* of the English Church saith, that the
authoroftbe 'GuideinControversies,'Ab.Woodhead,isaperson
most highly famed among tbe Eoman Catholics,and thatbe
is, inhis opmion, tbe most ingeniousand soUd writer of tbe
wholeEoman party.

"His worksplainlyshewhimto havebeen apersonof sound
and solid judgment, well read in the Fathers, and in the
writings of tbe most eminent divines and renowneddefenders
of theChurch of England, who had from tbe period of tbe
Eeformationsuccessfullysustainedthe Protestant causeagainst
Eome. He was so wholly devoted to retirement, and tbe
prosecution of bis several studies, tbat no worldly concerns
shared any of bisaffections, only satisfying himself withbare

* 'Dan. Whitby, in his Epist. before his Appendix following The
Absurdity andIdolatry of Host-worship.'
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necessaries; and so far from covetingapplauseorpreferment— though perhaps tbe completeness of his learning andgreat
worth might have given himas just and fair a claim to both,
as any others of hispersuasion— that heused aU endeavours
to secure his beloved privacy, and conceal his name; and
although he obtained tbese bis desires in great part, yethis
calm, temperate, and rational discussion of some of the most
weighty and momentous controversiesunder debatebetween
the Protestantsand Eomanists, renderedbiman author much
famed, and very considerable in tbeesteem of both.

"He bath writtenverymany things, some of wbich were
published in his life-time,and some after his death, all with-
out his ownname or initial letters of it set to them. The
catalogueof most of them foUow."*
"Inthelibrary of Mr. Constable, at Burton Constable, near Hull, there

is a volume of letters from Mr. Nicholson formerly of University College,
to Mr. Cuthbert Constable, who was the Catholic Mecænas of hisday.
From these letters it appears that Mr. Obadiah Walker was executor to
Mr. Woodhead, and left the MSS of Mr. Woodhead to Messrs. Deane,
Nicholson and Perkins all of University College;and that Mr. Deane
lodged them in Wilde House which wasburnt down aboutthe time ofthe
Revolution,andmany ofthe MSS wereburnt orlost. Thatwhatremained
were conveyed to Lisbon by Mr. Nicholson : that a warrant had been
issued by James II. for the publication of Mr. Woodhead's papers at
Oxford; that Mr. C. Constable applied to Mr. Nicholson for the MSS
withapromise that he would publish them. Mr. Nicholson received the
proposal with joy and thanks, and in 1728, sent the papers toLondon,

and accompanied them with a sketch of Mr. Woodhead's life, whichnot

appearing to Mr. Constable to be sufficiently circumstantial, he appliedto
Mr. Hearne, of Oxford, for additional matter. Avolume of his letters on
this and other subjects connected with it is at Burton Constable. Ina
letter of August the 17th, 1730,Mr.Hearne says, 'Ialways looked upon
Mr. Abraham Woodhead to be one of the greatest men that ever this

• These, to avoid a break in the narrative, are given elsewhere.—
The first Edition of Wood's "Athenæ Oxonienses" was published in
2 Vols. folio, in1691.— Ed.
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nation produced.' Andin another of April the 8th, 1734, 'Iam sorry
the life of that holy and learned man Mr. Abraham Woodhead, is at a
standfor want of materials.' Mr. Constable printed the third partof Mr.
Woodhead's Church Government, andprefixed to it the sketch of his life
sent by Mr. Nicholson with some additions. At the end is added a
Catalogue of his works. Those in Wood and Dodd are very imperfect.
Ihavebeen twice within this fortnight to aneighbouringlibrary, insearch
of this life and catalogue, but havenot found it;and indeed havenever
seenit, but at BurtonConstable. Inmentioning Mr. Woodhead's work
entitled 'Dr. Stillingfleet's Principles Considered,'Mr. Nicholson adds,
'Dr. Seth Ward, Bishop of Salisbury, said, this work contained more
reason than the huge volumes written by Stillingfleet.' Perkins he says,
teas only an Amanuensis at most to Mr. Woodhead. Mr. Woodhead's
MSSare at Burton Constable, also a volume ofhis letters toDr. Wilby, a
Cathohc Physician, inOxford."

This is all the information Ican atpresent find inmy notes, Iam
sorry it ia not more satisfactory."*

"When Mr. Obadiah Walker left Oxon., which was on
the 9th of 3Noveruber, 1688, to prevent tbe insults of the
rabble,upontbe coming intoEnglandof tbe Princeof Orange,
he caused to be lodged in tbe houseof a certainboatmannear
Oxford Wharf, many printed copies of certainbooks, written
by our author, Woodhead, that had not been either sold, or
werebut half finished, to tbe end tbat they might be con-
veyed by water to London, tbere to be disposed of as be
should think fit;but the waters being then toohigh for their
passage, tbe said books remained in the boatman's hands tiU
tbe 23rdof Decemberfollowing, at which time, some of Col.
Mordaunt's soldiers theniu Oxon.,searching the house of the
said boatman, a reputed fanatic, under pretence for the
finding out aPopish Priest wbich be was suspected to har-
bour, they discovered the said books, and finding upon
examination, tbat they belonged to Mr. Walker, they seized

* TheaboveextractisfromBliss'sedition of Wood's "Athenæ Oxonienses,"
and forms part of a letter written by the Rev. John Kirk, and dated,
Lichfield, November 19, 1814.
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on, and conveyed them away to tbe Colonel's quarters, with
intentions to bave them publicly burnt; but upon further
consideration, they, at length, after tbey bad detained them
severalweeks, did,asIbaveheard, restore them to tbe person
whomMr Walker bad appointedto look after them."But to return:— It was also reported very frequently tbat
be— Woodhead— wrote

'
God's Benefits to Mankind,' Oxon.,

1680 qu. Published by Mr. Walker as his own; nay and
many stick not to say— whicb is a wonder tome— tbat he
was tbe author of 'The Whole Duty of Man,'and of aU tbat
goesunder tbe name of that author." Woodthen speaks of
other works attributed to the pen of Abraham Woodhead,
and sums up the article in these words . . . "atlength
after this most pious, learned, and retiredperson, Mr. Wood-
bead, bad lived to tbe age of man, be surrendered up bis
most devout soul to God, in his little cell at Hogsdenbefore
mentioned, insixteenhundredseventyand eight. Whereupon
his body was conveyed to St. Pancras Church,* near Houl-
bourn, inMiddlesex— distantabouthalf-a-mile fromthe back
part of Grey's Inn— and was buried in the yard there, about
twenty-two paces distant from tbe chancel of tbat church,on
tbe south side."Afterwards was a raised altar monument bunt of brick,
covered with a thick plank of blue marble, put over bis
grave;and on the saidplank was tbis engraven:

— -
"A. W. obiit. Maii4.A.D.1678, ætatis suæ LXX. Elegi abjectusesse

indomo Dei;+ et mansi in solitudine, non quærens quod mihi utile est,

sed quodmultis."
• The old Church of St. Pancras is of great antiquity, and Anthony

Wood tells us, the church yard was long the burial place of Roman
Catholics. But Abraham Woodhead did not direct that his body should
be buried there;but as his will states, "Inany church yard as it shall
pleasemy executors to dispose thereof."+ "

Elegi abjectus essein domo Dei," is taken from the Vulgate trans-
lation of Psalm lxxxiv.10., according to the arrangement of chapter and
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Translation.
"A. W. died on the 4th of May, in the year of our Lord 1678, and of

his ownage 70. Ihave chosen to be an abject in the house of God;*
andhaveremained in solitude, not seeking what is useful to myself, but
to the many."

" Tbis monument [to AbrahamWoodhead] beingbuUt two
or threeyears after hisdeath, those that put it up, caused his
grave to be opened to view the coffin and body, that they
might be sure that it was the person for whom the said
monument was erected;and had king James the second
continued in his throne two years longer, bis body would
havebeenremoved to the Chappelin Univ. CoU., and tbere
bad a monument erected overhim equal to his great merits
and worth." The foUowing inscription taken from the
"Athenæ Oxonienses,"was, theonedesignedfor themonument
to which aUusion is bere made:—

[AW.
Nomine sub isto,Lector, qualiset quantus nuper

Vir sæculo latuerit suo,
Jam nulliin Posterum silendus,

Nonhæc te tabula docet, sed monet tantum,

Utalibi quæras.
Fungatur iterum muneris inaui vice

Hie Cænotaphiif honos,
Ut omnes agnoscantquemnemoignorat.

Hieille Delius Anglus Hermes sacer,
Controversiarum Ducis cognomine inclytus,

Peritus, Fidelia, Felix
Ecclesiaaticæ Authoritatia aasertor fortis,

Conciliorumque Sanctorum Vindex invictua

verse in the authorised English version, which agrees with the Hebrew
original, but in the Vulgate Bible it is Psalm lxxxiii. 11., and in the
Common Prayer Book versionit is verse 11of Psalm lxxxiv.

« "
Ihavechosen," &c. Thisis the English translation of the passage

in the DouayBible. ,
t Cenotaphii?
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In cujus Scriptis
Quæcunqne sparsim in alijs distribui Solent,

Naturæ et Gratiæ Charismata
Compressa, coacervata, superexcellentia:

Miramur, colimus, fruimurque.
Horum Omnium

Pretiosa semina, incrementa fælicia*
Hujusque t- Collegii Alumnus et Socius

Hie juvenis suscepit, hie adultus excoluit,
Hinc postea ob fidem Deo et Regi debitam
Ejectus;paternoque simul spontaneus Exul

Feliciore solo et meliore Cælo
Mature excocta

Ad frugem, segetemque surrexit immensam
Opimamque Messem,

Secum mox Anglis postliminio redditam;
Scribendo, Vivendo, Moriendo,

Patriæ, Ecclesiæ, Cælo,
Expromsit, Exhausit, Consecravit.

Maii 4to obiit Londini. A9 1 Ætatis suæ 70
j Salutis nostræ 1678.

P. W. Rogerius.
"Tbe foregoingEpitaph wassent ina lettertoMr. A. Wood,

by Mr. W. Eogers, dated at Jusmore, July 31st, 1692. It
was designed for an inscription on a monument tobe erected
in tbe Chapel of Univers. Coll. Oxon., to thehonour of Mr.
Woodhead, whose body was to have been translated thither
andre-buried, had tbe timesborne it."Transcribed from the Eev4Mr. Wagstaffe's copy, 27th
December, 1732, Wanley] "

Translation.
A. W.

Under that name,Reader, whatkind of amanandhow great
Lately lay concealed from his ownage,

Henceforth tobe past by in silence by none;

Felicia? t Hujusce?
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This tablet teaches thee not,but only reminds thee
That thoumayest enquireelsewhere.

Nevertheless let this tribute ofa Cenotaph
Perform the ineffectual office ofhonouring him,

That all may recognise the manof whomno one is ignorant.
Thisis that English Apollo, that sacred Hermes,

Who was famous by the title ofLeader ofControversies,*
Skilful,Faithful, Fortunate.

A strenuous advocate ofEcclesiastical authority.
Anunvanquished defender of the holy Councils.

Inwhose writings
We admire, study, and enjoy

Ina condensed, amassed, and superexcellentform
Whatever gifts of natureand grace,

Are wont tobe thinly scatteredin the writings of others.
The precious seeds andprosperous increase

Ofall these things,
He, as a Scholar and Fellow ofthis College,

Here inhis youthacquired, here inhis manhood cultivated.
From hence afterwarda for his allegiance toGod and the King

He was expelled;and at the same time becoming
A spontaneous exile from his paternal soil,

Inahappier land, andunder amore propitioussky,
He raised whathadbecome maturely ripened

To an overflowingcrop and a rich harvest,
Which was aubsequently restored withhimself to the English,

Onhis return tohis country.
By his writings, by his Use, hy his death,

He drew out these things, exhausted them, and consecrated them
To his Country, to the Church, and to Heaven.

He died inLondonon the 4th of May in the year
of our salvation 1678. Aged 70 years.

P. W. Roger.

* The application to Abraham Woodhead of the title of "Leader ofControversies," used by the writer of the aboveEpitaph, does not by any
means prove that he was really such, but thathe was reputed such, by
some of his contemporaries— and it iB, probably, on this ground that he
was claimed as aproselyteby the Roman Catholics of his day. Ed.
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Our next notice of Mr. Woodhead is taken from the
"Cathohc MisceUany," No. 2, January, 1825, appended to"Dalton's Translationfrom theSpanishof St. Teresa," Vol. 1."Thisgentleman— Abraham Woodhead— wbo was one of
theablestcontroversiaUsts of bis time, was born in the year
1608, at Meltham, in the Parish of Abbersbury, or as it is
generally called Ambury, in Yorkshire. His father was John
Woodhead, of Thornhill,in tbe same County. At tbe age of
sixteenyears, be was sent to Oxford,and was admittedinto
University College. His first tutor was John Eatcliff, and
after bis death, be was placed under the care of Thomas
Eatcliff,both of whom were Fellowsof the same house. He
soon became distinguished in the University as a logician,
and as a good philosopher. In 1632, or in the following
year,he tookhis degreeofMasterof Arts; and was afterwards
electedFreestoneScholar,thenWalter Skirland's FeUow, and
there isreason tosuppose that he was also elected Freestone
Fellow. Tbe honour of pronouncing the Latinoration, when
the west side of the University CoUege was built,was con-
ferredupon him at tbe timewhenhe was a Walter Skirland's
Fellow, and the discourse whicb he then delivered is still
preserved inthe CoUege Library. When be had finishedbis
course of Divinity, and bad taken orders according to tbe
rites of the Church of England, he was elected one of the
Proctors of theUniversity. Tbisoccurred in1641. In the
following year, Mr. Woodhead was summoned to answer at
the Bar* of tbe House of Commons, various charges whicb
were brought against bim in consequence of his courage in
opposinganoverbearingfaction,tand of bisattachment to the
privileges of thatUniversity, of whicbhebadthehonour to be
amember ; for whentheParliamentattemptedbyeverymeans

* Beforethe LongParhament.
•) Inthe affair ofCheynell alluded to by Anthony Wood.— Ed.
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to gain it over to tbe Eepublicanparty, and hadproposed a
convocation inorder tointroduce the solemnLeagueand Cove-
nant,thefirmnessofMr.Woodhead preventedinagreatmeasure
theinnovation; andat theBar oftbeHouse,hemadeso ablea

defence, that he was dismissed without further molestation,
and returned to the University,where he remained tiU the
expiration of his Proctorship, and thenprocured the CoUege
license to travel with Messrs. Harlackendenand Culpepper,
twoofhisownpupils, upon condition that heshould quit the
care of tbese two gentlemen, when Mr.Eadcliffe, the son of
Sir George Eadcliffe should be sent over to him; and
probably this event soonoccurred, for by the CoUege Eegister
it appears that, on tbe 22nd of June, 1645, he and Mr.
Eadcliffe had both leave of absence for four terms. About
this time he began to entertain doubts with regard to the
truth of theProtestant faith, andfeltsomeinclination towards
the Catholic religion. This was occasioned, as he writes in
one of bis letters* to his intimate friend Dr. Whitby, by
readingtbe 'Saints'Lives,' andthelearned andpious works of
the great St. Augustine, by way of index. 'To read the
Fathers,' says be, 'Would be the business of a man's life;
but in a quarter of a year, by consulting the heads and
indexesof the bestFathers aboutall controversialpoints, one
may be plentifully satisfied concerning their opinions, and
what way the Father's incline.' He examined also and
compared Harding and Jewell,— a book written by Dean
Cressy pleased bim inpart,although he disliked the strong
and severe expressions with which it abounded. The fame
of the virtuesand extraordinarypietyof St. Charles Borromeo,
of St.PhUip Neri, St. Francis de Sales, of St. Teresa, and
otherdevout servantsof God,bad alsoreachedMr. Woodhead,

* Are these letters extant? If so, where are they to be met
with ?— Ed.
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and he had been induced to commence an inquiry into their
lives, and into that religion wbich had taught them sucb
principles of sanctity, and this inquiry had in a great measure
dissipated his errors and prejudices. Still, however, in an
affair of such consequence, where the eternalsalvationof bis
soul was concerned,he thought it proper to proceed withthe
utmost caution. Some years, therefore, elapsed before he
declaredhimselfa Catholic*"Itwas about tbis time, whenbebegantoentertaindoubts
of the orthodoxy of the Protestant faith, tbatMr. Aylesbury— afterwardsSir Thomas— governor to tbeDuke of Bucking-
ham, and his brother, Lord Francis, prevailedupon bim to
undertake the instruction of tbese young noblemen in tbe
mathematical and other liberal sciences. Mr. Woodhead
spent some time on the continent withhisnoble pupils, and
when they returned to England, apartments were provided
for him at YorkHouse, and a handsomesalary aUowed him.
But this was of short duration, for at the unhappy defeat at
Kingston, whichoccurred in 1648, Lord Francis was killed,
and the Duke was indanger ofutter ruin."As he— Mr. Woodhead— knew himself to beparticularly
obnoxious to the Eepublicanparty, be concealedhimself for
a short time,until he was received into the family of Lord
Capel, with whom he resided at least tiU the close of the
year 1652.t

"Dr. Feme,J whobecame, after the Eestoration,Bishopof
Chester, was, during most part of this time, Chaplain in the
same family,and he and Mr. Woodheadwere inthe constant
practice of arguing upon tbe controvertedpoints inreligion.

* Did he ever declare himself aRoman Catholic ? All other notices of
him state that he "warily concealed his opinions."— Ed.+ Arthur Lord Capelwasbeheaded onthe 9thof March, 1649. Query,
Was Mr. Woodhead Mathematical Tutor to his sons after his execution?

J See Appendix,Note C.
F
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The Doctor was a staunch Protestant,while thelatter inclined
towards the Catholic side; and it is probable that these
discussions finally completed his conversion and induced
bim toquit Lord Capel, and also to resign a pension of £60
per ann. whicb had been settledupon him for life."Henowretired to thebouseofbisfriend,Dr.Whitby,* who
resided in the city, wherehe had leisure andopportunity to
examine the best Protestant writers upon Controversy, of
consultingthe Fathers and CouncUs, and of more attentively
perusing the Holy Scriptures, and examining withparticular
care tbosepassageswbicb Protestants and sectarians generaUy
cite in support of tbeirvarious innovations and novelties."After some time, beingdesirous of secluding himself as
much as possible fromthe world, and of giving himself up
entirely to controversial reading,he united witha few select
friends in the purchase of a house and garden at Hoxton,
where they Uved incommon, uniting into one fund the wreck
of theirproperty which had escaped the sanctimoniousgrasp
of the Puritanic faction, and devoting themselves toprayer
and study until 1660, the period of the Eestoration, when
tbe King's Commissioners, deputed to restore the banished
members of the University to their respective posts, called
Mr. Woodhead from his solitude, to reinstate him in his
FeUowship."'He acceptedof it again, rather as a mark of justice
due to the cause for wbich he was deprived of it, than
witha design to retain it as a Protestant, and never commu-
nicated with the Church of England, then or afterwards.

* Daniel Whitby, D.D., the learned divine and voluminous writer, was
bornin the year1638, and therefore must havebeen Abraham Woodhead's
junior by thirty years. At the time indicated ahove— 1652— he could not
havebeenmore than fourteen years of age,and consequently wasnot at
all likely to havebeen then ahouseholder in the city of London. This
is a fair specimen of the loose way in which many other statementsare
made in the abovearticle.
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He remained in the College for a short time;but finding
residence there inconsistent with his reUgious principles,
whichnow wereso wellknown, thatnot long after, when one
of tbe beadles accused him of Popery to the Vice ChanceUor,
he laid hold of the occasion, and without any contestation
generouslychose to retire to his dear solitudeatHoxton.'"Here he employed his timeinpraying, meditating, and
writing in defence of bis faith, and for the good of hisneigh-
bour, withsome small exercise to enable him toreturn to his
labours with greater alacrity. As to tbe interiorperfections
of his soul, and what passed in the pious momentsof his
retirement, it is only known to the searcher of hearts, for
whom, and to whom, bis life and labours were chiefly
dedicated; withonly some select and piousassociates joining
in the same views, and assisting him in his labours, tbat is,
helpinghim to find places in authors, collate bis citations,or
transcribebis learned works and the like. For it was bere,
and tbat too, withoutany other assistance,but what was just
now mentioned, this learned champion of the church wrote
those elaborate treatises of controversy, particularly tbat of'Ancient Church Government,' in five parts; the 'Eational
Account of the Doctrine of Catholics,concerning an Eccle-
siastical Guide in Controversy,'*havingin view two of the
most learned writer's of tbe Protestant side, Archbishop
Laud andDr. Stillingfleet."In tbis retirementheperfected thoselastingmonumentsof
his pious soul; that is, his works of devotion, chiefly wrote
in his latter days, in which we see, notwithstanding bis
humility, how much his soul was elevated towards God.
This appears almost through every page of that excellent
treatise of the 'Motives to Holy Living,' by way of beads

* These works are attributed by some writers to the pen of Richard
Holden, a SorbonneDoctor, whose initials, R.H., they bear.— Ed.
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formeditation, through which thespirit of the gospel and the
most Christian virtuesshine in tbe most delightful colours;
as also in his Tract of 'Catholic Devotions Vindicated,' and
in two large prefaces of his composing, before 'St. Teresa's
Life;' and in one to his translation of 'Gregory Lopez's
Life.' The samespirit shews itself in the 'Life of Christ;'
and that of the 'Benefitsof our Saviour.'*"But to returnto the last scene of this holy man's life;
though bis thoughts in this retirement werechiefly taken up
in the choice of the betterpart, stiU preparingand purifying
bis soul, tbe nigher he approachedhis end;nevertheless,as
a prudent economy and management is a moralvirtue,he so
discreetly ordered his temporal concerns, and the littlestock
God had blessedhim with,as not only to secure a moderate
maintenance, agreeableto his choice,but something also tobe
disposed off at bis death, to such uses as he thought most
proper; leaving a good part of what he had to the main-
tenance of a school in the country; beUeving that learning
and a careful education, wereproper steps toattain tbe best
religion, since it was his own learning,next to God's grace,
tbat brought him to the knowledge of the true church, of
which be died an bumble, holy member, as weU as a very
great sufferer for it."The praiseworthy intentions,and charitable bequeststof
Mr. Woodhead, were, however, frustrated by tbe storm which
was raised against the whole body of Enghsh Catholics, in
consequence of 'Oates's Plot,' and hadhe lived but a very
short time longer, it is probable tbat his namealso would

* Onhis examinationbeforeParliament, Obadiah Walker, whencharged
with having embraced the Roman Cathohc faith, as evincedin these twoworks, does not disavow his authorship of them, when he could easily
have done so, Woodhead having been then long dead.

t Every bequestof Mr. Woodhead's wasmost carefully and religiously
carried out— that to Meltham Chapel, and those smaller ones to his rela-
tives. He didnotleave any money to a school in the country. Ed.
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haveoccurred intbe listof victims of persecutionand perjury,
which blots the annals of Charles the Second'sreign. How-
ever, theprovidenceof God thoughtproper totakehis faithful
servant to hiniseU,justbefore tbesedismal times happened."He had run througha great many trials before;be had
beenpreparedfor thekingdom of heavenbymany tribulations;
and bad employed the talents entrusted tohimby hisDivine
master to the best advantage,having spent the chief part of
his time from his youth in improving himself in what he
thought might be for the good of his neighbour. And
though the stream ran in a wrongchannel at first,he soon
rectifiedits course, and made amends for it, to the best of his
power afterwards."We donot find he ever took any orders in the Catholic
Churcb, thoughhehad intheChurcb ofEngland,butbehaved
as a layman after bisconversion. However, 'tis supposed he
thought celibacy to be tbe properest state for persons in
Holy orders, not only as approachingnigher that of Christ
his master, but as a state less distracted with family cares
and worldlysolicitude, allowingmore leisure for the greater
duties of theircalling. But,by aU accounts ofhim, be lived
withan unblemishedcharacter with respect to his morals and
chastity; aUsides agree inhis character as a Christian."He was now drawing towardsthe end of his career, and
preparing his soul in a greater degree of sanctification and
resignation to the wiU of his Creator, when that dreadful
storm of persecution against the professors of his reUgion was
just going to arise;but the goodness of God snatched him
from it, to place himinthe tabernacles of tbe just, and, being
seized witha fever, whicb proved his last, he rendered his
pious soul toGod, ina goodold age,May 4th,1678, aged70."

Page 413 ofthe "Catholic Miscellany:"—" We are aware
tbat many of the circumstances related in this sketchof Mr.
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Woodhead's Use do not accord with what Mr. Wood has
written in his 'Athenæ Oxonienses,'but we have preferred
the authority of Mr. Simon Berrington,who wrotehis lifeat
therequest of Mr. Constable, and who has always givenhis
reason whenhe departed fromMr. Wood. He badalso tbe
advantage of consulting some notes written by the late
esteemed, learned, and accurate Eev. AlbanButler."

Mr.Constable was displeased to find that Mr.Berrington
endeavoured to give Mr. Woodhead the honour of being the
author of " The Whole Duty of Man," and other works of
the samehand, of whichMr.Constable couldby no means be
persuaded— merely on account of the difference of style;
there occurring in

"
The Whole Duty of Man," and tbe other

works of that author, scarce any parenthesis, with wliichah
Mr. Woodhead'sworks abound.

Nevertheless, certain it is, that Dr. John Fell, Dean of
Christ Churcb, and afterwards Bishop of Oxford, who pub-
lished the other worksof the author of " The Whole Dutyof
Man,"namely— "TheLadies' Calling," "TheArt of Content-
ment," " The Government of the Tongue," " The Lively
Oracles Given Unto Us," &c,in foUo, atOxford in 1675—
1678,* and wrote the preface which heprefixedto this edition,
and wbo was the onlyperson thenliving who knew tbe true
author of" The Whole Duty ofMan"

—
gavethis book to the

printerinLondon withother pieces of Mr. Woodhead's, and
orderedMr. Woodhead'sname to be addedto tbe title of this,
as weU as of the other works wbicbbegave tobe bound. _i

Mr. Woodhead wrote that celebrated work, it was before he
traveUed abroad, or had any thoughts of embracing the
CathoUc faith.

* Are these dates correct? Only one writer names1682 as the date at
which BishopFell's folio edition of these works waspublished, all others
state1684 as the year in whichit appeared.— Ed.
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CHAPTER V.

THE HEV. ABRAHAM WOODHEAD— HIS ALLEGED CHANGE OF

CREED
—

HIS WILL AND LETTERS
—

THE LETTERS OP HIS

EXECUTORS
—

REMARKS ON THE TWO BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES IN

THE PRECEDING CHAPTEE.

2j|®s the present chapter it is proposed to furnish the
p^pj reader with certain original documents which ema-

nated from Mr. Woodhead's pen a few years before his
death, viz.— his wiU*and four of his letters to his cousin,
John Armytage, of Thickhollins; and also with otber four
from his executors, Walker and Perkins. To each of these
important papers special attention is requested,as theargu-
ments to be deduced from them form a part of the evidence
respecting Mr. Woodhead's aUeged change of faith, which
wiU be considered in the subsequent pages of this volume.
The provisions of the will bear witness to tbe rehgious
opinions held by the testator at the time it wasmade, and
the tone of the letters, written two years before,t may also
be said to do the same. We cannot discovera single senti-
ment, or any tendency in them, betokening sympathy with
Eome; or any of that Jesuitical mode of reasoning we
should be led to expect in one who bad secretly embraced
the doctrines of the EomishChurch. On the contrary,they
arehonest and straightforward,— entirely free from alldisplay
of pedantry,being chiefly remarkable for their benevolence
and piety. Walker's letters, too, are good, and no ultra-

* Mr. Woodhead's willwas executedin 1675.+ We gather from the date of his father's death,given in oneof the
letters, that they were written in 1673.
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montane bias is observable in them. The first of these is
dated tbe 18th of June, 1678, from University CoUege,
Oxon., of whichCollege be was at that timeMaster, and had
been so for two years,nor did hequit that office till1688;*
we are, therefore, justifiedinbelievingthatifhis inclinations
pointed to Eome at that period, he had contrived to keep
them under so much restraintas not to prevent his retaining
the Mastership of the College untU the year 1688, when he
unquestionably embraced the Eomish faith. There is no
fault tobe foundwithPerkins's letter to Mr. John Armytage,
forneither had he at the time it was writtenbecome a pro-
selyte to Eome. He writes like an bonest^heartedman, and
gives a simple detaU of his friend's death, and in his letter
we search in vain for any symptoms of that change of
opmion whichhe professed inafter years.

THE REV. ABRAHAM WOODHEAD'S WILL, TAKEN FROM
THE ORIGINAL COPY.

In the name of God, Amen. June ye8th, 1675. I, Abraham Wood-
head, doe make this my last Will and Testament. First Ihumbhe
com'itt and bequeathemy poor soule into yehanda of my good God, my
all powerful Creator and all merciful Redeemer, andmy body tobe buried
inany churchyard aa it shall pleasemy Exectrs todisposse thereof.

Item,Ido devise will and bequeathe all yt my messuage or tenement
houses and lands,withall the appurtenances whatsoeverbelonginge thereto,
sitfuate and lyinge in the township of Meltham or Thickhollings in the
Countie of Yorkshire, and heretofore in ye possession or occupa'ionof
my Unkle James Woodhead, to Edward Taylor eldest sonn of James
Taylor yeoman of Meltham, John Armytage of Thickhollins yeoman,
Abraham Beaumont and Joshua Beaumont of Meltham yeomen, and to
their heires and assignes for ever, in trust and confidence nevertheless,
and to the endand purpose yt they and the survivors of them and their
heires, and the heire of the survivor of them, shall and will faithfully
p'formethis my will and desire followinge,—

* Art. Walker. Biog.Brit.,pp. 6097,8.



ABRAHAM WOODHEAD. 73
And that they shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid from ye

time of my decease half-yearly by equallportionsout of the p'ffitts ofthe
saidlandsarent charge offivepounds prann., wchrent charge of fivepounds
pr ann.,Ido give and appoint for the firat six yearsafter my decease to be
paid half-yearly to Mr. Edward Perkins, now livinge in the P'ishe of
Shoreditch in London, and one of ye Exectrs of thiB my will, tobe sent
byhim to my niece Adriana Woodhead now in Holland,and after her
decease toher children.

And after these six yearesexpiredIdoe give and bequeaththe foresaid
rent charge to John Woodhead of Thornhill, son and heire of my
Unkle Charles Woodhead, for ye life of ye said John, and after his
decease to ye heire male of ye said John for his life, and soe from heire
male to heire male of yesaid Johnsuccesaively for their natural! lives only,
and for want of his heires male, then to other ye heires male of my
said Unkle Charles successively in like manner for their naturali lives
only, and whenit shall please God that yeheires male of my said Unkle
Charles shall faile, then Igive and dispoaae the eaid rent charge of five
poundspr ann. to yeheires male yt shall descend from my other Unkles,
James and William Woodhead successively in like manner one after the
other for their naturaUlives only;the Elder andhis heires male to be
alwaies p'ferred before ye younger andhis heires male of any of my said
Unkles, with libertie for any of those to whome such rent charge shall be
due, to make distresse for the same upon ye said lands from time to
time, whenand so often as anyparte shall be behind andunpaid.

Item, my will is yt ye foresaid p'sons Edward Taylor and the rest of
my foresaid ffeoffees in trust and their heires or the heire of the survivor
of them, shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid, ye residue of ye
yearly rents or p'ffitts of ye said lands to yeminister of the Word of God
yt shall be settled and officiatt at yeChappell of Meltham afforesaid att
ye time of my decease, and so to his successors in ye same place and
office for ever;and in case all ye heires male of my foresaid Unkles
should faile, then Igive ye said rentcharge of five pounds yearlyfor ever
to ye foresaid minister successively.

Item,Idoe will and desire yt after it shall please God that any two of
the foresaid ffeoffees in trust ahall depart this life, ye other two survivinge
shall within one whole yeare then next enauinge elect, nominate and
appoint* some other persons and theire heires with the consent of ye

* Inthe year 1721, when the principal inhabitants of Meltham met
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major p'te of yehousekeepers of the foresaid town of Meltham, obtained
thereto, to succeede them in ye same power and trust wchis by this my
will com'itted to them and for y* end shall make to those p'ssons
substituted, such legall conveyance of ye premisses as shall be requisite
andin like mannerye two survivors of y« foure ffeoffees so electedby them,
toelect foure others to succeede them.

But if it should happen yt before such Election should be made, one
orboth of the said two survivinge ffeoffees should dye, then the survivor
of these, or the heire of ye survivor of them to have ye same power to
nominate and appoint foure other p'ssons insuch manner as afforesaid,
and soe to continue ye nomination of persons and ye conveyance of ye
premisses for enabling such persons as shall be nominated toperforme
ye land trusts inUke manner from genera'ion to genera'ion for ever.

Item,Idoe give all my personaUestate of monies, goods or debts due
to me, or whatsoever things else Ihaveright to, to Mr. Obadiah Walker
ffellow of University Colledge in Oxford, and to Mr. Edward Perkins
gentleman, Uvinge now in the P'ishe of St Leonard's, Shoreditch, and to
Mr. Joseph Hatt gentleman, Uvinge alsoe in the same P'she, and to their
Executors, Adminstrators & Assignes, and Idoe nominate & constitute
ye afforesaid Obadiah Walker & Edward Perkins &Joseph Hatt Exectrs
of this my Will, and hereunto Ihave set my hand and seale the day and
yeareabove written.

Ab: Woodhead.
Witnesses hereof

George Sale
Willm Heasalwood

Charles Hills.

THE REV. A. WOODHEAD'S FIRST LETTER TO MR. JOHN
ARMYTAGE."For my very loving coosin John Armytageat his house inThickhol-

lings, these"
Good Coosin— Iammuch ohUged to you for yorkind tre* since Ihave

suffered together with youthe great losse ofyo'' Father. Iknow notwhom
to trouble with my tres, but yorself, wch shall not be hut in necessary

to choose new trustees for the estate under Abraham Woodhead's will,
out of forty-four names recorded, only twelve persons were able to sub-
scribe their own names!* "Tre

"
is used for letter— and

"
tres

"
is the abbreviation for letters.
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busines. Isuppose before tbis, yor brother is upon his way toOxford:ifnot,it is time he should be so. Youneed feare nothing concerning him,he is there under ye care of a veryhonest man, and his fortunes there
dependuponhis virtues& industry. Ishall assist him withmy friend in
anythingIcan.

The money of mine yo* Father had inhis hands is 19s.7d. ashe writ
inhis last tre. Now yor father is deadImust intreat you to owne ye cowwchmy aunt had ofhim, andnowJohn,Ithinkhathher, andifany needbeIpray you takepossession of her. For Ibought her for Abrah:andhe
is to have yebenefit of her milk. Igive the goods yousendme anote of,
tomy coosin Abraham, and Ithink it is fit ytthey be removedprivately ifyou wUl give leave,to yorhouse, exceptingye table chaire and chest, the
removing of wch will be taken too much notice of, unles Abraham may
haveone ofyechests where he is.
Ithink yor Father sent me word ye quitrents havenot been paid this10 or11 yeares,yt is,never since my Father died— who died in 1663. I

hope John possessing my land will not make me payquit rents. If he
doth Imust dispose of some of ye land topay such charges. Coosin,I
desire when you go to Wakefield you wouldenquire of Mr Briggs, at his
shop whether twooldpoore women Doctor Wilbye's aunts be Uving. For
if they be, or either of them, his Executor hath aUttle money for them
w°h Ishall send you.

Coosin—
you are a young man, and can have no great experience inye

world as yet— therefore you have more need to make yoraddresses dili-
gently toGod Almighty inyorprayers yt he wouldgive youcounseU inaU
things how to carry yorself. Endeavor to imitate your Father's ways in
managing yor busines and alter not anything hastily, & take heed of
marrying suddainly, or a person not weU known to you. You wUl find
much excellent counsel in yeProverbs &Ecclesiasticus, read them much.
Be pittifull and charitable to yorpoore neighbors & God will takepitty on
you. You shall not want my prayers, tho' little worth, and so desning
yors.

Irest your very loving Coosin
A. W.

Ipray send nomoneyonmy account toany one, Icould, may be,help
some necessitous persons aUttle,but this cannot conveniently be done by
me there are so many others of my poore kindred wiU expect it
Novr llth.
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SECOND LETTER.
To my good Coosin John Armytage at his house in Thickhollings —

These.
Good Coosin— Ithank youfor removing yegoods, and for yor enquiring

afterpoore womenat Wakefield. Ihavesent 40s/ byJames Dyson desiring
you when youhavenext occasion to goe to Wakefield to send for Susannah
WUbie, and to payye 40s/ to her yourseU, and youmay be pleased to tell
her yt Dr WUby, when he died neither left her,norhis other aunt any-
thing by bis WiU, only his Executor hearing she was ahve, sent her this
money as a voluntary almes;and yt this money is all for herself.
Ipray you finish yor busines with Goodman Parker, Ithought yor

Father had done it.
My Coosin Timothy should not first have set Lime upon Harding foot,

& then afterwards sent me word. Ithink Iordered ythe should not
plowit— How long, or how Uttle time he may keepit inhand,Icannot
tell him. Iheare nothing but well hitherto of yor Brother from Mr
Walker, whoIknow wiU take good care of him.

When Iperceive any need,he shaU not want the best advice Ican give
him, asbeing obliged to this by his good Father, and ye kind offices you
also do me. The money in your hand for my Coosin Abrah :*Iwould
make up 30s/ if it would be laid out for him inSheep, or any way

—
but

these not to be in John's keeping— So desiring God to direct and guide
you in all yor affaires, weh he wiU do, if youhumbly consult him con-
tinually in yorprayers.

Irest your very loving Coosin
March17th. A. W.

Iam afraid ye end of Sarah living alone will not be good. Mind what
report youheare ofher.

THIRD LETTER.
For my very loving Coosin John Armytage at his house in Thick-

hollings— these— carriage P&
Deare Coosin— Ireceived this tre inclosed from Mr Walker concerning

yor Brother Itoldhim Icould not send to youtiU ye Carriers returne,
which wouldbe on this day March30— desired himifye Yorkshire Carrier
to Oxford should come sooner, to give youan account of yor Brother's

* Iwrit you wordwhat it was.
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sickness by him. What he hathdone, Iknow not,nor haveIsince heard
from him, not alittle wondering atit. But Ithink it is rather a signe
yt yor Brother is recovered or recovering, thandead. Yor Brother isin a
place wherehe can want nothing either conducing to his Bodies or Soules
health. Iwrit to Mr Walker yt aU care should be had of him, & ythe
Uvingor dying aU charges should be honestly defray'd.

But this Ineeded not have written, for he is a very pious man, &
besides wishes yorBrother verywell. Nothing more canbe donebutyt you
resignhim freely into yehands of or merciful God, andhelphim what you
can with yor prayers, who knows what is best for us, &many times takes
us away betimes in or youth, when aa yet we have not loaded orselves
with so much guilt, that he may prevent or more grievously offending in
a longer ill-spent Use, and againe spares others in their youth yt in their
latter daiea, more seeing ye extremeofvanities of this world, they mayby
such experience,more increase inhia love. He is Sovreigne Masterof all.
His holy wiU be always done.

Dear Coosin
Your affectionate friend tomy power.

A. W.
March 31— If you have written by this carrier,Ihave not yet received

yor tre. Direct me inyournext how Imay send to youby post, if need
be at any time.

FOURTH LETTER.

For my good Coosin John Armytageat ThickhoUinga
Good Coosin— Ireceived yor treafterIhad written to the yeoman. I

received a tre from Mr Walker dated April4th whereinhe writes that he
hopes well of yorbrother's recovry, if no relapse cast him down againe.
That ye mercy of God gave successe beyond hope. Hissicknes Iunder-
stand from him will be very chargeable. But you may presume he will
want nothing necessary. Neither would yor going to Oxford Bignify any-
thing at all for his help;only lethim not wantyour prayers.
Ithank youfor letting out the closes for this yeare,Iintended yerent,

when anycomes inshaU goetowards reparacon of the housing. Ipray tell
me in yor next inwhose hands ye other grounds are yt are not in John'a,
or to whom they are accountable for them.

Also, Idesire to know what rent is due tome from my Coosin Timothy,
since Perkins waspaid off. Ithink IBent him wordbyyouformerly ythe
should by nomeansplow Harding foot. Coosin, what youlay out,1 shaU
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send you whenit comes to any sume,meanwhile Ipray,set it down onmy
score. If Mr Crosland pay you40s/.chappelmoney, receive it. In some
haste Itake leave of you.

Your much obliged Cooain
April 21 A- W.

EDWARD PERKINS'S LETTER TO MR. ARMYTAGE

To his worthy friend Mr John Armytage at ThickholUngs near Meltham
Yorkshire

Sir— Iam to acquaint you yt your kinsman andmy excellent friend Mr
Abraham Woodhead is dead, by whose direction Iapply myself to you to
signify thus much, & if you please to communicate to others (concerned
therein) ye notice of it. He died ye 4th 0f this month, aftera long sick-
ness of some twomonths, a gentle fever ytbrought him to a consumption,
perfect to the last in his memory &intellectuals (whereinGod hadblessed
him to a great degree) buthis body wastedaway toskin and bone.
Iunderstand hislove toandesteemofyou

— Scdesire youwouldinforme his
&yor kindred of this, &preventwhat troubleyu canofanyof theirneedless
coming up, out of expectationof their own,or distrust of others. He hath
left a Will and three Executors,Mr Walker (known to yu) myselfand Mr
Joseph Hatt. Iwould havesent youa copy of the WiU inclosed herein,
but (because the ordinary Carrr [carrier] Dison* is not come)Iknow not
whether it will arrive to yu- When Ican heare from yu, it shall be sent.
He desired these enclosed sums should be paid to his kindred, tho' not aU
expressed pticularly in his Will ;wch Trill be duly discharged as soon as
youshaU giveme order for ye payment of them.

Youmay direct your tre to me either to Mr Sadler's at the Red Lion
inS Lawrence lane,or to ye Bell inWood Street, whereit will be called
for. The Carrier Inow send by is named Pollard, he goes near yu, he
saith, and so to Halifax, and hath the same Inn at the Bell in Wood
Street andused to travel with Dison. Idesire to hear as soon as may
befro' yuandmeanwhile rest

Sir— your assured friend and Servant,
Edw. Perkins.

May 16th, 1678.— IspeedUy expect Mr. Walker fro' Oxfd but not
yet come.

* Daniel Dyson,
" carrier," resided nearMelthamMills, wherethe family

remained for several generations.
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THE REV. OBADIAH WALKER'S LETTERS.
Rev. Obad Walker to Mr J. Armytage
For my worthy friendMr John Armytageat Thickhollingsnear Meltham

Yorkshire
Sir— My worthy friend and fellow Executor of Mr Woodhead's last WiU

pfc Testament, hath from London given you accountof the deathofyt ex-
cellent person or deare Friende, as also of his WiU, &of his giving alike
before his death severall sums ofmoney todivers of his kindred. Ithink
also that he hathsent youthe names to whom, and the summs which are
due to each one. Ifhe have not,youshall very speedily receive it by a
letter left for you at the post house in Wakefield. We are both very
anxious todischarge those sums as soonas ispossible;and to thatpurpose
Ihave spoken to yor neighbor Daniel Dison to lay out yt money for me,
andIwUl repayhim either here or at London.
Iintend therefore to send you either myselfe or friend aparticular of

those namespfc the sums,and the forme of anacquittance, which whenyou
shall receive,be pleased to call to yor neighbor Mr. Dison, and calling to-
gether these persons, let them subscribe yeacquittance, taking 2 copiesof
them, lest one should miscarry;and yorseUe with Mr Dison attest that
those are their hands. Ishall also write to Mr Disonconcerningreturning
the money.
Iheartily intreat you to take upon you this trouble for yrneighbours

sake, <fc for the sake of yr worthy friend who is passed to a better Use.
Wishing unto youaU content pfc hapines.

Irest
Sir

University College Oxon
June 18th1678

your humble Sert
Obad Walker"

Ihave sent you by Mr Dison half a crown weh is for a clock of yr
Brother's not accounted for in the former reckoning."

Walker to the Same
Sir— Yours of Decr 30th came to the College in my absence wch is the

reasonIsend you an answer so late;this being the first time that yr
neighbrhath been at Oxon. Bince my return home— Iam veryglad yt
youraelf and the feoffees have undertaken the trust committed to youby
or deare Friend Mr Woodhead— Inow send you all the writings cone:
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that Estate sealed up ina litle boxe,intreating youas speedily as youcan
to let me or MrPerkins havenotice of the receit of them.

Mr Perkins gave younotice hereof by a letter some weeks ago, and also

ordered you to pay the money due toMrs Adriana to me from time to
time, as long as itshall be due toher,andhe hathalso givenme directions

how to send toher, whichmoney yon may please topay either here or at
London to Mr Gervase WUcock upon Snowe-hffl, for my use; and his

acquittance shalldischarge you— So beseeching Almighty God toprosper

this free gift of our friend to yr Church,
Irest

Sir
Yourhumble Servant

Obad WalkerMarch 14 1678/9

From the RevdObad Walker to Mr Armytage of ThickholUngs
Sir Isent by yor neighbour Daniel Dyson at his last coming hither a

litle Boxe of writings pfcaletterunto youcone:Mr Woodhead'sbenefac'on to
yor chappell intreating youalso to take such order as you thoughtgood for

paying the rest ofyemoney due tohis nieceAdriana.* ButIhearnothing
either of the receit of yeboxe, orletter, or sending the money:wch leaves
ns insomeperplexity, out of wchIintreat you to deUver us as speedUy as

youcan, either by sending to me hither at Oxon, or toMr Wilcock at the

Fox Goose pfc Cock, upon Snow-Mil, inLondon for mee.

Here wiUnow in afew daies hee another payment due to Mrs Adriana,

so that if you think goodit may be sent, bothyt and this together. Shee
is very importunate and Ibelieve stands in need enough of money:I
therefore intreat you to helpher as soonas youcan.

Irest
Sir yor Servant

May 1st1679 Obad Walker

ABRAHAM WOODHEAD'S INFANCY AND EARLY LIFE.

As at the period of Abraham"Woodbead's birth the village
of Melthamdidnot possess a chapel of its own,be received

* Adriana Woodheadmarried to Havers,and at that time residing
in HoUand. To her Mr Woodhead left anannuity of £5 for the first six
yearsafter his death.
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the holy rite of baptism at the Parish Church of Almond-
bury, and hence we findhis name thus enteredin the register
there :

—
"

Abrahamus fil: John Wodhead de Melthambaptiz. 2d ApriUs, 1609."

Of his infancy and boyhood no historical record or
tradition remains;nor can any be foundof the preparatory
instruction he must have somewhere received to fithim for
entering the University at sixteen years of age. But it is
not improbablethat he was sent to theFree GrammarSchool
of King James, at Almondbury, then recently established,
and the onenearest to the villageof Meltham.

REMARKS ON THE BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

The two notices of his life which werepresented to us in
the preceding chapter— one from Anthony Wood's

"
Athenæ

Oxonienses,"the other fromthe "CatholicMiscellany"— were
selected from a number of others* for two reasons. Tbe
first, because they are the earliest, and the fullest in tbeir
detaUs; the second, because being taken, tbe one from a
Protestant, tbe other from a Eoman CathoUc author, they are
likely to place us ina betterpositionfor judgingimpartiaUy of
the meritsof Mr. Woodhead's character, and enabling us to
ascertain how far the testimony of these writers respecting
himcorresponds the onewith the other.

And here, before we proceed to commentat length upon
these notices, and in doing so, wemust once again request
attention to the important documents inserted in the early

* Inaddition to the two notices named above, six others wiU be found
in the Appendix, which wUl be given, not because of any new matter
contained in them, for they contain mere repetitionsof those now before
us

— the ideasand facts the same,only differently worded— but to convince
the reader that nothing whatsoever relating to Abraham Woodhead has
been either suppressedor distorted.

G
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portion of this chapter, which, when carefuUy considered,
wUlhelp to throwmuch light on Mr. Woodhead's religious
sympathies. These documents

—
his wUl and his letters—

both purely Protestant in their character, seem to disprove
the statements so frequently madeand generaUy beUeved, as
to his having joined the Eomish Church,and tend to estab-
Ush our confidence in him as a consistent clergyman of the
Church of England. The letters of Walker and Perkins are
also, as before observed, free from any apparent bias un-
favourable to Protestantism, and so in aU probabUity were
tbeirwritersat thatperiod.

Had this distinguished man— Abrabam Woodhead
—

at
any time embraced the doctrines of the Church of Eome,
and joined himself to her communion, as the article in the" Catholic Miscellany" assumes, we cannot doubttbat some
indication of his change of creed would be discoverable in
one or other of these documents. Tbis, however, is not
the case, and they serveto strengthenus in the opinionthat,
whUe be lived,bis influence and example kept his friends
firm in the Protestant faith, to which, we are persuaded,he
himself adhered through all those times of fiery trial.

WOOD'S BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM WOODHEAD
EXAMINED.

The first edition of Wood's "Athenæ Oxonienses" was
published in 1691, just thirteen years after Abraham
Woodhead's death, and it is to be regretted tbat tbe learned
author of that work, before writing his celebrated notice of
him, the latterportion of whose lifewas so secluded from the
world,did not apply to hisrelatives thenUving at Meltbam
for fuUer information respecting him, and the religious
opinionshe was supposed to have held. Had he done so, he
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might have gleaned many interestingparticulars of his early
life, and of the vicissitudes whichmarkedhis later career.

But, most important of all, he wouldhave learned that,
in1675, threeyears before his decease, AbrahamWoodhead
madehis will,and devised the whole of his propertyto the
Protestant church of bis native viUage; that he had two
months' sickness immediately previous to his death, through
the wholeof wbicb,he retained full possessionofhis faculties;
and, consequently,had his religious opinions undergoneany
change during those years, he had time and opportunity
afforded him toreconstruct hiswUl andbequeathhisproperty
anew. Had Anthony Wood been acquainted with tbese
facts, we are disposed to think that he would haveinstituted
a far more searching inquiry into the works which issued
from Obadiah Walker's privateprintingpress, some of which
were said to have come from Woodhead's pen; for the
strange inconsistency of endowinga Protestant church with
the onehand,and buUdingup tbat of Eome with the other,
would, probably,have seemedto the writerof the "Athenæ
Oxonienses" quite as unaccountable as it does to us. We
also think he would have ceased to wonder that "The Wliole
Duty ofMan"

was attributedby many of his cotemporaries
to this learneddivine.

Before noticing the controversial works ascribed to
Mr. Woodhead, wemust examine the grounds and nature of
his intimacy with Obadiah Walker, who unquestionably
embracedthe Eomish faith some time after the death of his
old tutor, between theyears 1685 and 1688. That he didso,
his letter*in1688, toDr.John Eadcliffe, whose conversion to
Eome he sought to effect, leaves us inno doubt whatsoever.
Obadiah Walker, at his first entrance on CoUege life, was
placed under the tuition of Abraham Woodhead, who was

* This letter will be found in a subsequentchapter.



84 HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

seven years his senior, and had already been, during that
period,a member of the University. Both were from the
same county— Yorkshire— and it is not improbable that from
their first association with each other, a mutual feeling of
good-wUl sprang up between them, whicb tbe similarity
of tbeir tastes andpursuits afterwardsripened into friendship.
To these causes may alsobe addeda similarityin some of the
leading features of their lives, such as the persecution to
whicb both were subjected from the same quarter, and the
travel in foreignparts common to both. These circumstances
combined, were likelyto form a strongbondof unionbetween
them, and it appears they did so, for in after Use we can
hardly separate tbe history of the one from that of theother.

Of the Ust of Eomish works, twenty-threeinnumber, said
by Anthony Wood to have been writtenby Woodhead, two," The Historical Narration of theLife and Death of our
Saviour Jesus Christ," in two parts; and that of "God's
Benefits to Mankind," were charged by the Parliament on
Walker, at theBar of the House of Commons, in 1689; and
though he denies their papistical tendency, he fully admits
their authorship. Anotheron " Church Government " is also
statedby some tobave been writtenby Walker, whUe "The
Guide in Controversies," which came out with tbe initials
E.H., is affirmed to be the work of Eichard Holden, a Sor-
bonne Doctor. Twelve of the other articlesnamedin Wood's
Ust were published after Woodhead's death, all bearing the
initials ON., or KO.*

—
for bibliographers arenot agreedon

* If these initialB were adopted for the purpose of concealment as
regarded the author, and to mislead public opinion as to the real writer
of the works thus fatheredon Abraham Woodhead, how came Stillingfleet
toascertain that they did belong to him? It is obvious that he could
only have guessed at this, and the fact of the writer

"
N.O." being styled

by him
"a moderate man," carries with it a confutation of this idea

—
as

aU proselytes are proverbiaUy keen and rancorous in tone when they
enter upon the discussion of theological questions.
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thispoint— yet they state, that these were"said to havebeen
writtenor translated by Mr. Woodhead." Dr. StUlingfleet
styles thisNO,i.e., Woodhead, "amoderate man."

But, have we clear andunmistakeable testimony tbat these
initials do represent Woodhead1 That is, have we as clear
and unmistakeable testimony respecting them, as we have
respectinghis willand his letters. It is quite possible that
the retired Scholar knew not of his name being associated
with the initials above aUuded to, and, therefore, was at no
pains to defendhis character from the charge of inconsistency
which tbey involved. We speak of tbe workspublishedin
his lifetime, with the letters NO. or O.Nattached to them.

Howfar he may have aided in the translation of some of
the works specifiedin Wood's list, we cannot teU, but that
heever put forth any tract or treatise withadeliberate design
to convert others to Eomanism, our confidence in his
consistencyf<.rbids us tobeUeve.

ABRAHAM WOODHEAD'S BIOGRAPHY IN THE "CATHOLIC
MISCELLANY" EXAMINED.

Of tbe article on Woodhead, taken from the "CathoUc
Miscellany," it is somewhatdifficult tospeak. The materials
from which it has been composed, were coUected, we are
informed, by Messrs. Deane and Nicholson, both of whom
joined the Eomish communion about the same time as
Walker.* The fulness of detaU and apparent candour of
statementin thatnotice of Mr. Woodhead, is at a first glance
exceedinglyplausible, but it wUlnot bearclose investigation;
and from a careful perusal of its pages, we rise strongly
impressed with the idea that its realobject from first to last
is, not to furnish the reader witha true sketch of Mr. Wood-
* Query.— Is information fromsuch a source tobe consideredreliable ?
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head's life and sentiments, but with a portrait of an able,
learned, andpiousProtestant divine,ledby tbe force of that
irresistible truth which the writer believes to exist in the
Church of Eome, to forsake the false and embrace the true
faith.

To claim a victory over so strong and argumentative a
mind as that of the Eev. Abraham Woodhead, was a work
worthy of those who had themselves apostatized from the
reUgion to which he belonged, and in whose defence hehad
so ably written; and this the writer of the "CathoUc
MisceUany

" weU knew. The article abounds in strange and
startling assertions, tbe truth of several of which it is
impossible to prove, and many of whicli may be easUy
disproved. In no history of Bishop Feme,* can any
mention be found of his ever having held tbe position of
ChaplaininLordCapel's family,as statedinthe "MisceUany,"
and we can hardly suppose that, in noting the particulars of
so short a life as Feme's, this circumstance wouldhave been
passedoverin silence by hisbiographers; for Capel was one
of the great historic men of his day, and intercourse and
intimacy with him, would have added lustre to any
reputation,howevergreat in itseU.

With regard to the friendly controversies, said to have
been carried on betweenFeme and Woodhead, under Lord
Capel's roof, We must, therefore, remain in doubt, until
conclusive evidenceof the fact from some more reliablesource
belaidbefore us; for down to this time, we areby no means
certainthat these two reverendgentlemen ever met at aU, or
wereever engagedinany theologicaldisputation whatever.

Again, we observe, that a looseness of style and great
inaccuracyof statementpervades the whole of thearticle, and
that names and dates are not correctly given, but that which

Note D, Appendix.
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most damages its other assertions and casts a shade of doubt
over them aU, is the falsehood or blunder respecting Mr.
Woodhead's will. Whence, weask ourselves, did this arise?
H it arosefrom want of proper information— generally to be
had ifcarefuUy sought— wemust deploreit. Hit originated
from a desireto conceal the truth, wemust condemn it, and
be excused if we profess ourselves ready to beUeve only so
much of the whole as is corroboratedby the testimony of
other and more orthodoxwriters.
Ithasbeen weU said that "Truth is the foundation of aU

morals." It should be so of aU history; and it is this,and
this alone, that we would endeavour to cuU out from the
materials now within our reach, respecting the characterof
the Eev. Abraham Woodhead. That he was what is termed
a High Churchman, we are quite certain;most of his cotem-
poraries among the learned were so; that he suffered much
from the hostility of the Presbyterians and Independents for
his allegianceto Church and State, ismatter of history; that
he was a loyaladherent to the House of Stuart— and in that
sense might be caUed, poUticaUy,a Eoman CathoUc—

we do
not doubt, but that he ever became tbeologicaUy such, we
cannot possibly admit; for men are best judged by their
actions, and to these we fearlesslypoint inrefutationof what
has at varioustimes been saidand writtento prove that this
excellentmanhad apostatizedfrom the faith ofhisFathers.

Surmises are, weknow, readUy made, and names asreadUy
bestowed; for wehave not forgotten that Chappel, the pious
Bishop of Cork, was at Cambridge caUed a Puritan, from the
strictness of bis morals; and in Ireland, a Papist, from the
fervency of his devotion,and his great exactness with respect
to the ceremoniesof tho church.

The glaring discrepancies everywhere abounding inaU the
biographical notices of Mr. Woodhead, are so apparent, and
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the assertions respecting him so contradictory, that we are
almost weary of remarking on them. One writer insisting
that "He warilyconcealed his religious opinions;" another
that "He openly declared himself a Eomanist;" one, that"

The secret of his person was known toa singleindividual
only;" another, that

"
He instructed youths in theEomish

faith at Hogsden;" and again, a fifth affirming, that he
taught a large school in thatplace. Ifso,he must, we think,
have had great difficulty inpreserving therequisiteincognito,
unless boys in his day were less disposed to pry into
what is designed to be kept secret, tbantbey arein ours, or
had their tongues under much better control. Whence all
these conflicting statements took their rise,it is impossible
for us at tbis distance of time to say ; but probably from
want of authentic information on the part of the first
biographer, Anthony Wood, who manifestly substituted
hearsay for evidence, and in whose track, with some few
sUght verbalalterations,allother writerson tbe subject have
foUowed.
Itis quitepossible that, to some, the questiondiscussed in

this chapter may appear altogether unimportant, and to
others tedious. But to those residing in the vUlage which
gave birth to Abraham Woodhead, and Uving under
the shadow of the church which he endowed, the subject
must necessarily beoneof great interest. They are aU aware
that Meltham, in the year 1608, produced a chUd who
became a learned man, and, from the evidence now laid
before them, we think they may be fuUy justified in
adding thathe was a consistent man.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE AUTHORSHIP OP
"

THEWHOLE DUTYOF MAN
"

CONSIDERED
—

A LIST OE THE WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO THE AUTHOR OF IT—
EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP FELL'S PREFACE TO THE FOLIO

EDITION OF THE SAID WORKS
—

THE DIFFERENT NOTICES OF

"THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN," WITH AN EXAMINATION OF THE

VARIOUS CLAIMS TO ITS AUTHORSHIP
—

THE NAMES OF TBE

SEVERAL LEARNED PERSONS TO WHOM IT HAS BEEN ATTRI-

BUTED
—

THEIR RESPECTIVE CLAIMS EXAMINED— AND THE
QUESTION DECIDED NEGATIVELY.

fffec 3jrffen»&ip of " Sfee SEtyoIe $»lg rf Mm."
___\tW she name of the Eev. Abraham Woodhead be
Jx intimatelyassociated with the viUage of Meltham, it is
hardly less so with thatcelebratedwork— "Tlie WholeDuty
of Man"— of which, he was believed by many, inhis own
day, to have been the author. On what grounds that belief
rested, the chapter next in order after this wiUshow. In the
present chapter it is proposed to consider the question
negatively, in the ensuing one affirmatively— in this, to
decide who was not, intbe next, who was, the author of that
work. The inquiry is one of much interest, and demands
a patient and careful investigation of statements often
repeated, but never verified;and which, during thecourse
of more than two centuries, have neverbeen so thoroughly
sifted as to lead to a conclusive decision on this much
disputed point. The first step in our inquiry must be an
examination of the list of works written by a certain
anonymous author,betweeu the years1656-7 and1678, with
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the date of their publication, foUowed by copious extracts
fromBishopFell'spreface to the folio editionof "The Whole
Duty of Man," and the other works by the same author,
pubUshed by him in theyear 1684. These extracts wiU be
found of almost equalimportance to tbesubject of thepresent
chapter, as were tbe original documentsfromMr.Woodhead's
own hand, furnished in the preceding one; and the same
thoughtful attention, therefore, is requested in their perusal.
To them must be added a brief notice of the opinions
expressedby several eminentmen as to the merits of "The
Whole Duty of Man," and lastly, the names of those to
whom its authorship has been attributed, withan impartial
examinationof their respectiveclaims to that honour.

A LIST OF THE WORKS BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE
WHOLE DUTY OF MAN."

The anonymous works to which we have aUuded were
pubUshedin the foUowingorder:—

1.—
"

The Whole Duty of Man," printed for T. Garthwaite, 1658,
with aletter prefixedby Dr. H. Hammond, datedMarch 7th, 1657.

2.— "The Gentleman's Calling," printed for T. Garthwaite, 1660,
with aletter prefixed by Dr. Humphrey Henchman,dated October 27th,
1659.

3.— "
The Causes of the Decay of Christian Piety," written by the

author of
"

The Whole Dutyof Man,"1667. The MS was conveyed to
Garthwaite by H.E., ina letterprefixed, dated June 7th, 1667.

4.—" The Ladies' Calling," printed at Oxford, 1673. The editor of
this work issaid to have been Dr. John Fell. By his Address to the
Reader it would appear that he was then unacquaintedwith the author's
name.

5.— "The Government of the Tongue," printed at Oxford, 1674. At
this time the name of the author had probably been ascertained by Dr.
Fell.

6.— "The Artof Contentment,"printed at Oxford, in1675.
7.— "The Lively Oracles Given to Us," &c. Oxford, 1678.
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EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP FELL'S PREFACE TO THE FOLIO
EDITION OF THE WORKS BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE

WHOLE DUTY OF MAN."

These works werecoUected together and pubUshed witha
preface by the learned Bishop FeU, ina folio volume, in the
year 1684. From that preface we subjoin the foUowing
extracts:

—
"Our excellent author having wrote the tracts which make up these

volumes, at several times, as the exigence of the church, and the benefit
of souls directed their composure;did Ukewise puhUsh them apart, in the
same order as they were made; which procedure had this incidental
advantage, that thereader was not at any time affrighted by too great a
task at once imposedupon bim ;and could carry about in aU removes
those instructions, with whichit washis interest tobe stiU conversant."

After enumerating a number of works brought out by
inferior writers, but ascribed to the author of " The Whole
Duty ofMan," Dr. FeUadds,—

"Beyond aU these, there is now lately come abroad a weak,rambling,
incoherent Tractentitled, The Vanity of the Creature, by the author of
The Whole Duty of Man, and lest this should not be credited, the
Reader isrefer'd to a farther account in a letter prefixt to the book, which
says that the Uttle Tract call'd The Vanity of the Creature, was written
by the first author of The Whole Duty of Man: But indeed it is a
strange vanity of this creature to hope to be beUeved in so extravagant
anasseveration, which almost everyperiodof thatbook confutes."To avoid like attempts and impostures for the future, it is here
solemnly declar'd; that these Tracts which we here exhibit, are the
genuine and the only writings of our author." Indeed had Almighty God lent longer life to this eminent person, we
might havereceiv'dmany and ample benefits by it;and particularly a
just Treatise,which was deaign'd andpromis'd,of The Governmentof the
Thoughts, an argument which none had more deeply consider'd inits
utmost extent,or wasbetter prepar'd fuUy to comprehend or give direction
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in;for as 'tis the prerogative of Omniscience to know the thoughts of
others;so it requires a great measure of divine assistance andpurity of
heart to understand one's own. Andcertainly hadthis workbeen finish'd,
'twould haveequal'd,— if not excell'd, whatever that inimitable hand had
formerly wrote;But the Divine Wisdom judgedit fit, to deny the benefit
of this institution to our profligate age, which is so little concern'd to
regulate the sallies of thought, that it stops at no extravagance ofwords
or vUlany of actions;and is so far from being reduc'd by gentlemethods
of persuasion,asnot tobe restrain'd by the severity of laws, or terrors of
executions

"Many,Idoubt not, will now expect an account of theperson and
condition of the author; but besides that it is an ill-manner'd thing
to pry into what is studiously concealed;the gratifying tins curiosity
would be an injury to the design of these writings, byrobbing them of
one very efficacious motive of conviction."As the case now stands, aU men must see and allow, that neither
faction, nor interest, nor pride, nor covetousness;nor other temporal
advantage was sought for by the time and pains employed in these
Discourses;and that the setting forth the glory of God,and serving the
interests of piety in gaining souls, were intirely the inducements;and
therefore inaU reason tobe hearken'd to and compUed with,byall such as
have a consideration ofduty and value for eternity"

If the Reader shaU please, instead of useless enquiries,to bring the
same devotion and sincerity to the perusal of these Discourses, as was
employ'd in the writingofthem;if he print in his mind, and transcribe
into his practice what he reads, his pains wfll be answer'd by suitable
advantage;and this kind of edition will be such, as will not be injurious
to the Author or his book bydebasing of it,nor to the PuhUshers propriety,
inmultiplying copies,and by thiB honest way,stealing an impression."

The pious votary wiU, by this method, more intimately acquaint
himself with the writer of these Tracts, than he could do by any the
moat punctual account of his nameand family andperson, that aHerald,
Historian, or Painter could contrive."Let him be wise and humble, temperate, chaste,patient, charitable
and devout; Uve a whole life of great austerities, and maintain an
undisturb'd serenity in the midst of them; and then he will himself
become a lively picture of our Author."
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE DIFFERENT NOTICES OF "THE
WHOLE DUTY OF MAN."

We proceed next to examine the various notices of that
celebratedbook

—
"The WholeDuty ofMan"— firstpublished

in London, anonymously, in the year 1658, in order to
ascertain from them the value attached toit by tbe piousand
learned men of that age, and its claim to be consideredthe
great devotional work of the seventeenth century. We
commence with Dr. Hammond's prefatory letter to Mr. T.
Garthwaite, the whole of which, being too long for insertion,
the first clause,with the last only,arehere given.

Dr.Hammondbegins thus:
—

"You needed not any interceseion to recommend this taak to me,
whichbrought its invitations and reward with it," ....

And endsby saying:—
"The introduction hath supplied the place of a preface, which you

seem to desire from me, and leaves me nomore to add, but my prayers to
God, that the Author, who hath takencare to conveyso liberal an alms
to the Corban so secretly, may not miss to be rewarded openly, in the
visible power andbenefit of this work,on the hearts of the wholenation,
which was never in more need of such supplies as are here afforded.
That His all-sufficient grace will bless the seed sown, and give an
abundant increase, is the humble request of your assured Friend," March7th, 1657.

"
H. Hammond."

Some ideamaybe formed of the estimation in which the
work was held, from the fact that,not long after its publica-
tion, it was translatedinto Latin, French, and Welsh ; and
we read, on unquestionable authority,* that " this book,'
The Whole Duty ofMan,' and Dr.Hammond's 'Practical

» Vide
"

Granger'sBiographicalHistory of England," Yol. III.,p. 13.
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Catechism,' were the main props of our reUgion after the
Eestorationof Charles II."*

Bishop BuU—
we are told by hispiousbiographer, Eobert

Nelson— valued this book so highly, that "Upon Sunday
Evenings he had one of the chapters read out of it for the
benefit of tbose, who had been deprived (from necessary
services) of attendance in the House of God." And Isaak
Walton, in his "Life of Bishop Sanderson," informs us
that, "He, in his retirement, had the church prayersread
inhis chamber twice every day;and at nine at night some
prayers read to him and to a part of his famUy, out of 'The
Whole Duty ofMan.'"t

Dean Stanhope also bore testimony to its worth, and
recommended it toa youngfriendwhohad takenholy orders,
as a

"rational, instructive and famUiar mode of teaching."
On Dr.Fell's opmion of tbe whole of the author's works,

as giveninhis preface— more favourable perhaps thanany of
those herequoted— we cannot now enlarge, butmust content
ourselves with giving tbat of a modern writer in the
"Edinburgh Eeview,"J vol. 44., p. 5, who remarks in
speaking of the style of " The Whole Duty ofMan," and of
the other works by the same author,that "after the lapse of
a hundredand seventy years, theycontain scarcely a word or
a phrase whichhas become superannuated."

THE CLAIMS TO THE AUTHORSHIP OF "THE WHOLE
DUTY OF MAN, E3XAMINED.

We approach next the longcontested point of authorship,
* Grangerprobablymeansthat, these twodevotional workswere far more

universallydiffused among the peoplethan anyothers atthattime.+ Theseprayers belong to the highest class of devotional composition,
and are remarkable for theirspiritual fervourand comprehensiveness.

\ The article here alluded to, appeared in No. 87, June, 1826,on," Who wrote Icon Basilike ?
"

by Christ:Wordsworth, Master of Trin.
CoU., Cambridge.
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and pass on to weighthe various claims tbat have beenmade
to it, for several of the piousand learnedmenof the seven-
teenth century, not by themselves— for during their Uves
it does not appear that the question was ever raised, "The
Wlwle DutyofMan,"and the other worksby the same author
being published anonymously—

but by their friends and
admirers after theirdecease. Hence the difficulty of arriving
at anything Uke a satisfactory conclusion on the subject. In
proof of the secrecy observedin regard to the authorship of
this work, we are struck with the fact that, Bishop Atter-
bury,* no mean proficient in either ancient or later
Uterature, and most thoroughly conversant with the Oxford
Press, and the works that issued from it— Bishop FeU's
edition wasprintedat Oxford— should have been ignorant of
the name of its author. This we learn from a sermon of his
on1Tim.vi _, where, speakingof the best Christians being
frequently least known, he says, "and of tbis there isone,
though a very late, yet so remarkable an instance, that, for
the honour of our holy faith,Ithink it may deserve tobe
particularly mentioned. The instance,Imean, of the author
of that exceUentbook, 'The Wlwle Duty of Man,' who took
not more care to do good to the world, than he did to
conceal the doerof it; being contented to approvehimself to
Him, and Him only, who seeth in secret, and resolvedthat
the praise of men, whether in his Use or after his death,
should be nopart ofhis reward."

The names of the severalpersons to whom the authorship
of"The Whole Duty of Man" has been attributed are the
following:— Bishop FeU, the Eev. WUliam Fulman, Arch-
bishop Lamplugh, Archbishop Sancroft, Dr.Obadiah Walker,
Bishop Chappel, Dr. Henry Hammond, Dr. Henchman,

« Francis Atterbury,createdBishop of Rochester, in 1713, wasborn in1662, and was a student in Christ Church, Oxford, in1680.
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Archbishop Frewen, Dr. Arthur Charlett, and the Eev. Mr.
Basket, Lady Pakington, Archbishop Steme, Dr. AUestry,
and the Eev. Abraham Woodhead. Bishop Fell,inhis folio
edition, published in 1684, from which, extracts have been
afready given, and to which, frequent reference must be
made, positively states that theauthor of the works contained
in it was then dead. It seems, therefore, mere waste of
time to examinethe claimsof those who were actuaUyliving
someyearsafter that date.*

Bishop Fell,died 1686;
Archbishop Sancroft, in 1693;
Archbishop Lamplugh, in 1691;
The Eev. William Fulman, in 1688;
Dr. Obadiah Walker, in 1699.t

The list of claimants is again curtaUed stiU further, when
it is considered that in the preface to "The Causes of the
Decay of ChristianPiety," certain aUusions are made to the
greatPestilence and Fire in London, both which took place
after the Eestoration— the fire in 1666, and the pestilence
in the precedingyear.

ThisnecessarUy excludes
Bishop Chappel, who diedin 1649;
Dr. Henry Hammond, who died in 1660; and
Archbishop Frewen, who died in 1664;

While Dr. Henchman, who edited "The Gentleman's
Calling,"died in1675, threeyears before the publicationof" The Lively Oracles," the last tract in Bishop FeU's folio.
Of the Eev. Mr. Basket, a clergyman in Somersetshire,
nothing moreis known than that Dr. Clavering, Bishop of

» It seems as strange as it is true, that Bishop FeU was himselfactually numbered by some writers in the list of suppositiousauthors.
I- Notices of all the claimants havebeenprocured, and wouldbe givenin this volume— for they are all curious and interesting— but want of

space forbids their insertion.
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Peterborough,suspectedhim to be the author of "The Wlwle
Duty of Man," and Dr. Charlett "was that busy man

—
Master of University CoUege— the Abraham Froth of the
'Spectator,'" andconsequentlynot very likelytobe the writer
of works such as those under consideration.*

Of the remaining candidates for the authorship of"
The Whole Duty of Man," and the other tracts contained

in Dr. Fell's folio volume, wenow proceed to speak. Tbese
candidatesare:

—
Lady Pakington, who died in 1679;
Archbishop Sterne, who died in 1683; and
Dr. Allestry,who died in1680.

LADY PAKINGTON'S CLAIM.

The authorship of
"

The Whole DutyofMan" has been
claimed for Lady Pakington by Mr. BaUard, who gave
a biographical sketch of her in his volume entitled"MemoirsofLearnedLadies of Britain," and it is probable
that on his authority this and other works from the same
pen are at the present day pubUshed with her ladyship's
name prefixed to them. It is therefore desirable that the
grounds of this claim be thoroughly sifted in this place,and
every argument in favour of BaUard's opinion, as weU as
against it, be here brought forward and candidly weighed.
The foUowing extracts from his sketch are, in themselves,
weU worthy of a perusal, for Lady Pakingtont was in the

* A curiousinstance of the misleading nature of hearsay evidence on
the subject, is furnished by the following paragraph from good old John
Evelyn's Diary:— "Iwent to visite the Bishopof Lincoln (Tenison) when
amongst other things, he told me that one Dr. Chaplin, (Charlett) of
University College, in Oxford, was the person who wrote 'The Whole
Duty of Man,' thathe used to read it to his pupils, and communicated it
toDr. Sterne, afterwards Archbishop of York, but would never suffer any
of his pupils tohavea copy of it." Here Evelyn certainly mistook the
name, as did Dr. Tenison the man.+ 3Dorothy Lady Pakington was the daughter of Lord KeeperCoventry,
by whom she had been most carefully brought up, andUberaUy educated.

n
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best senseof the word a remarkablewoman, and everything
connected with her is full of interest. Her biographer
says:— "It may seem needless in drawing the character of
this exceUent lady, to take notice of tbe great advantages
she had inhereducation, and of the wonderful improvement
she made inher studies, for though she was wellknown to
and celebrated by the bestand most learned divines of her
time, yet hardly any pen wUl be thought capable of adding
to the reputation her own hath procured to her, if it shall
appear thatshe was the author of a work which is not more
an honour to the writer than an universal benefit to
mankind."The workImean is 'Tlie Wlwle Duty of Man.' Her
title to which will,Ihope, be so well ascertained that the
general concealment it hath lain under, will only reflect a
lustre upon all her other excellencies,by showing that she
had no honour in view but that of her Creator, which,I
suppose, she might think best promoted by thisconcealment.
But as it is notnow generallybelieved, soIperceive it wUl
not easUy be aUowed, that, she was the author of that
valuablebook, or was capableof writingit

"There are no less than four different persons to whom
this workhas been publickly ascribed. The first was Mr.
Abraham Woodhead, a very learned and pious gentleman;
but there needs no other argument to confute this false
report, tban to affirm that this worthy person lived and
died a zealousEoman Catholic.* . . . ."One learnedgentlemansays, that neither this lady nor
any other could be the author of these books, which he
determines from tbat very great variation of style, and

» In proof of this startling assertion, Mr.Ballard refers to Anthony
Wood's notice of Abraham Woodhead. But no such broad and positive
statement can there be found. — This is one among the many instances
in which false conclusions were drawn from wrongpremises.
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different manner of treating the subjects containedin them.
And he instances,particularlyin'The Christian'sBirthright,''where,' says he, 'besides tbe manyquotations fromHebrew
writers, tbat every page almost abounds with, the language
is more exalted,and a closer thread of logical reasoningruns
thro' the whole, than does thro' any of the other treatises

—
bothargument and dictionbeingsuch as the deepest scholars
wouldmake use of"For my own part, Ibelieve the Doctor (Hickes) meant
nothing more nor less than modestly to inform his readers,
thatshe was the author of the book, andIam confirmed in
this beliefbya lady now living, wbohas told memore than
once, that Dr. Hickes*assured her that Lady Pakington was
the author of 'The Whole Duty ofMan,' and that be bad
seen tbe manuscript wrote withher ladyship's own hand;
whichfrom the many erasures,alterationsandinterUnings, he
was fullysatisfied was tbe very originalbook."

"A curious documentnextfoUows, fromwhichthefollowing
paragraphsrelatingto this subject are taken:— "Afterwards
among other private affairsof her famUy,she (Mrs.Eyre) told
me who was the author of 'The WholeDuty ofMan,' at the
same time puUing out of a private drawer a MS., tied
together and stitched in octavo, which she declared was
the original, writtenby her mother, Lady Pakington, who
disowned ever having wrote the other books attributed to
the same author, except 'The Causes of the Decay of
Christian Piety,'t &c."A seeming difficultyarises from thislast evidence where

* Dr. Hickes was the author of an Anglo-Saxon Grammar, which he
dedicated to SirJohn Pakington, grandson of thedistinguished ladynamed
above, andit was in this dedication thathe made use ofthe words, " she"
(Lady P.) "deserved to be reputed the author of a book concerning the
Duty of Man, pubUshed in English by an anonymous person, and weU
known through the Christian world," &c.+ Query?—

If Lady Pakington was the author of"The Causes of the
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Mrs. Eyre asserts, that Lady Pakington disowned writing
theother five treatiseswhich have been constantly attributed
to the author of "The Whole Duty of Man." Possibly,
therefore, we may be at liberty to understand Mrs. Eyre's
declaration as implying no more than that Lady Pakington
did not lay claim to these books, norupon any occasion did
she ever mention them as her own; otherwise it will be
difficult, if not impossible, to reconcile this declarationwith
the fact of Bishop Fell's havingpublishedaU these several
treatises as the works of the same author.

"For, if we could suppose Bishop Fell, who had fuU
commission to do whatever he pleased with some, if not
withallof these tracts, to have madeever so greatalterations
in them, as indeedhehas been complainedof for so doingin
another instance, yet still we think this wiU hardly justify
LadyPakington's positively denying herself to be tbeauthor
of these works, if they were originaUy ber own compositions."She had some time before her death been labouring to
complete a bookentitled 'The Government of the Thoughts,'
which is taken notice of by Bishop Fell in the following
manner:— '

HadAlmighty God lentlongerlife to thiseminent
person, we might have received many and ample benefits
byit;and particularly by a just treatisewhich was designed
and promised,of 'The Government of the Thoughts,' &..

"Anyone who reads 'The Ladies'Calling'withattention,
may observe a great number of passages which plainly
indicate a femalehand.

"Lady Pakington diedfull of years,May10th, 1679."
Such are the arguments adduced in favour of this lady's

Decay of Christian Piety," why was not this MS. also found in her
repositories along with the other? The answer is obvious. That work
wasnever sent at all to Westwood Park, in MS.,nor was it published till
after Dr. Hammond's death, consequently Lady Pakington hadnot access
to it,and couldnot therefore transcribe it as she had done "

The Whole
Duty of Man."
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claimto the authorship of these celebrated works
—

strong in
some points it must be admitted, tiU we examine the whole
oftheevidenceand discoverhow speedUyit breaks down; for

First--The author of "The Whole Duty of Man"
must have been the author of all the other works contained
in Bishop Fell's folio volume. On this point tbe Bishop
speaks positively.

Second— In the preface, the masculine pronoun is used
when the writer is alluded to— never the feminine.

Third— The author must have visited foreign lands, for
he aUudes in "The Lively Oracles" to having "traveUed
in Popish countries."

Fourth— He must have been perfectly conversant with
such learned languages as Greek, Hebrew, and Syriac.

Fifth— -He was not known to Dr. Hammond.
Sixth— Hemusthave" liveda wholelife of greatausterities,

and maintainedanundisturbedserenity inthemidstof them."
Such are Dr. FeU's words;and none other are needed to
disprove the claim that has been made in favour of Lady
Pakington.

She was the elegant and accomplishedmistress of a noble
country mansion— WestwoodPark— the resort of most of the
distinguished men of the day, to many of whomitproved a
safe and blessed asylum from the political and religious
storms raginginallparts of the kingdom. She was a wife,
and the motherof three children; and a beautifulportrait*of
her incostly and tasteful attire,her dress of rich white satin,
adorned withpearls, and her hair dressed in the fashion of
that day, with a profusion of the sameornaments, suggests
the ideaof anythingrather than the austerities of a recluse

• This charmingportrait is to be found in "Dr. Treadway Nash's
Notesfor a History of Worcestershire," acopy ofwhichis inthe Library
ofthe British Museum.
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Use, and brings herbefore us inher honoured capacity of the
dignified and graceful head of a household,over wbich she
ruled so wisely and so well as to obtain for herself the
appeUation of the

"Good Lady Pakington." There is no
doubt, andher interestingcountenanceconfirms this idea, that
she was a mostpious and gifted woman,and everythingMr.
BaUard represents, except the author of works so profound
that it would hardly have been a praise to any woman to
have writtenthem. The subjoinedextracts fromDr.Michael
Lort's remarks on this subject may assist the reader in
forminga correct opmion regardingit."Butno oneever suspected a female, tiU a MS. of 'The
Whole Duty of Man' was found inLadyPakington's study
after her death, said to be in her own handwriting, and,
hence occasion was taken to give her tbe reputation of
beingthe author"But whoeverconsiders the several particulars mentioned
in the foregoing pages, which have been coUected from
various pubhcations, concerningtbe realauthor, wiU find that
theyexclude LadyPakington from being that person. Dr.
Hammond lived with her at the time of the publicationof" The Whole Duty of Man," on the most intimate footing,
and, therefore, could not have been a stranger to the fact, if
tbe composition bad been hers. This circumstance alone
is sufficient to settle the dispute at once, had not Bishop
Fell,who appearsto have known the author beforehisdeath,
spokenof him in the masculine gender.

"Besides, aU the six subsequent tracts are said, in the
respective titlepages, to have been writtenby theauthor of" The WlwleDuty ofMan," or are severaUyreferred to by
Dr. Fellas sucb;butit is notpretended by tbe advocates of
Lady Pakington's claim tbat she was the author of any of the
subsequent tracts—

none of which were foundin MS. inher
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study. How, then,it wiU be asked, can the MS. of "The
Whole Duty of Man

" being found inher ownhandwriting
be accounted for1 We answer, it appears from Dr. Ham-
mond's letter to the printer, dated 1657, thatabove a twelve
month elapsedbefore it was published, for the first edition is
dated 1658. It is therefore probable that Dr. Hammond*
communicated this valuable MS. to his great friend and
patroness Lady Pakington, and that she was so pleased with
it as to have taken the pains to transcribe it."TbisMS. havingbeen discovered afterher death, and no
author of it thenbeingknown, it was natural enough forher
ladyship's zealousfriends to give her the reputationof being
tbe writer. And this wiU account forDr. Hickes's assertion
in the dedicationof his SaxonGrammar to her grandson, Sir
JohnPakington."

We close the inquiry as regards Lady Pakington's claim
by adding a letter wbich appeared in "The Gentleman's
Magazine" for the year 1754, voL 24., p. 26, as it
seems to form a sort of supplement to Dr. Lort's remarks
already given. One paragraph contained in the magazine
wiU be readily endorsed by many of those whomay have
previouslyconsidered this knotty point, viz.— "That it stiU
remains a doubt, and is much easier to prove who wasnot
the author of "

The Whole Duty of Man," than to assert
whowas."

Theletter is as foUows:
—

"Clapham,Jan. 8."Isee by anote in your last Magazine, p. 6, of the blazonry that you
join in opinion with many others, that Lady Pakington was the author
of the book caUed

'
The Duty of Man.' There are several reasonsmen-

tioned by Mr. Ballard, in his 'Memoirs of LearnedLadies,' pubUshed in

* Itis wellknown thatDr.Hammond at this time, 1657, was living in
Lady Pakington's house, where hedied in the year 1660.
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1752, to induce us to be of the same mind, which are by no means con-
vincing tome. The only positiveevidence inher favour (for the rest ia
buthearsay) is that mentioned by you, namely— that the sheets of that
book are still preservedin the family to this day, inher own handwriting.
This, Iallow, does show that she was acquainted with the author, butnot
certainly that she herself was the author. Iam veryapt to think, that
the real author, whoever he was,and who took somuch care tobe con-
cealed whilst alive,leftno remains inhis handwritingby which he might
be discovered after his death."My reasons for believing that this lady was not the author,may be
found in Dr. Hammond's advertisement to the first edition, printed in
1657. Here the Doctor mentions to Idr. Garthwait, the bookseller, 'you
needednot any intercession to recommend this task tome, whichbrought
its invitation andreward withit.' Now if Lady P. was the author, and
the Doctor lived underher roof, can it be supposedthat she would have
sent the hook to London, afterwards to be returned to Dr. Hammond at
herhouse ? Andif the sheets inherownhandwriting arenow tobe supposed
anevidence of the author, could not the Doctor, long acquainted withher,
haveat once discovered her as such?"It is remarkable that there was a great deal of religious intimacy
between this ladyand the Doctor. In some private prayersIhave seen
of hers, she thanks God for giving her so wise and prudent anadviser,
whose name was famous aU over the nation, or to that purpose. Why,
then, should she be so shy to show this book at once to so intimate a
friend, when afterwards, the author, whoeverhe was, was verywell known
toBishopFell? For, in the preface to the edition in folio, of 1684,of
the works of the author of 'The Whole Duty of Man,' the Bishop speaks
of him as one who was

'
wise and humble, temperate, chaste, patient,

charitable, and devout;liveda whole age of great austerities, andmain-
tained undisturbed serenity in the midst of them,' and who was not
aUve at the time of this publication."But the reason which weighs withme above every other, against the
supposedauthor, and appears decisive on the point, is, that the Bishop
speaksof this author in the mascuUne gender, whenhe might easilyhave
avoidedmakingany distinction of the sexes.*

* The foUowing extract from an article in the
"

Edinburgh Review,"
No. 87., Art.I.,p. 1., June,1826;is subjoined, as a curious instance of
the possibility of entirely overlookingapalpable statement in the writings
ofanauthor.

"
Itis peculiar to the questionof the authorship of

'
Tlie
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"'The pious votary,' says he, 'will, by this method, more entirely
acquaint himself with the writer of these tracts, thanhe couldby the most
punctualaccount of His name,' &c." It's strange that Mr.Ballard, who, evidently hadreadthis preface,by
the quotations he makes from it, did not perceive this;or, if he did,
would takenonotice of it. " Yours, &c,Obed.Reperet."

ARCHBISHOP STERNE'S CLAIM.

The venerable Archbishop Sterne, has been thought by
some of his admirers to have as fair a claim as any other
learned man of his day to the honour of this authorship;
and it is not improbable that the claimants of it for him
have grounded theirbehef on an article in the "Biographia
Britannica," wbich says, "The author of this most exceUent
book, 'The Whole DutyofMan,' wasBishop Chappel,* who,
dyingin 1648, at Derby, was buried at Dilstrop, in Notts.
The MS. of it was transmitted by Dr. Sterne, afterwards
Archbishop of York, to Dr. Fell, Dean of Christ Church,
who having read it before-hand to his pupils, occasioned
several to say that he, the said Dr. Sterne was tbe author;
as also others did by means of a copy of Bishop ChappeU's
Whole Duty of Man,' that even the sex of the writer is disputed. Itis
a question whether it was written by aDean of Christ's Church (Dr.
Fell), or 'by a Baronet'sLady inWorcestershire,' (Lady Pakington). The
methodical and even systematic spirit, the calmness approachingto cold-
ness;the precision, clearness and elegant correctness of diction, which
run through all the tracts of the writer neithercorrespondto the education
of womenof that age, nor to their susceptiblefeehngs at any time. Yet,in
the long and able preface to that collection of tracts,in which the author
is spoken of in the third person, much labour and skiU are employed in
avoiding the natural andusual employment ofpersonal pronouns, either of
which must have reference exclusively to one sex. The writer of the
preface (Dr. FeU),was therefore certainly desirous that his readers should
ascribe the tracts to a woman, andit is hard to conceive anymotive for
this wish,but a repugnance to deceit."* Bishop Chappel died in 1619. " The Whole Duty of Man" came
out in 1658;and " The Causes of the Decay of Christian Piety," by
the author of

"
The Whole Duty of Man," in 1667; andin the latter

work allusion is made, as we have already observed, to the great Pestilence
andFire in London— events which occurred seventeen years after Bishop
Chappel's decease.
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MS.being found in LadyPakington's closet aster her death,
thatshe wrote it."
It has been said tbat Archbishop Sterne was suspectedof

being the author of this work. "But," says Mr. Ballard,"whyhe was suspected on this occasion,Iam verymuch at
a loss toknow. IfIdid not believe LadyPakington to be
the author,Ihave many reasons that will not permit me to
think that Archbishop Sterne ivas

— for, first, why should he
own his 'Comment on the 103rd Psalm,' and his 'Book of
Logic,' and so carefuUy conceal his being the author of a
more useful work? Secondly, we are assured by Bishop
Fell, thatif the author of 'The Whole Duty of Man

'
had

liveda little longer, the world might have expected another
treatise, entitled the 'Governmentof the Thoughts.'"It is submitted to the reader's consideration, whether a
man, in the87th year of his age, could probablybe employed
in drawing up a work of tbat kind, when it can hardly be
imagined he could be a perfect master of his ownreason.
And, thirdly, to put the thingout of doubt, is the style and
orthography of his 'Comment on the 103rd Psalm,' which is
so very different from thatof the author of

'
The WlwleDuty

of Man,' asIthink willnot permitany one that wUl carefuUy
compare the two books, to believe they were wroteby the
same person." ....

This closes the case for Dr. Sterne, and there can be no
doubt tbatit closes it also againsthim.

DR. ALLESTRY'S CLAIM.

Dr. AUestry is the last candidate on our list whose
pretensions are to be examined in thepresentchapter, and
they appear to rest on such insufficient grounds, that they
might be very summarUy disposed of; had not an article
latelyappeared in "The Journal of Sacred Literature and



DR. ALLESTRY. 107

Biblical Record,"* strenuously advocating his claim, and
bringing forwardmany plausiblearguments in support of it.
This has rendered it necessary to enter at some lengthinto
the evidence, and place before the reader aU those cogent
reasons which appear to forbid tbe probabUity of AUestry's
authorshipof the works inquestion.

First, then, weadvise the reader to turn to the paragraph
in Dr.Fell'spreface to the folio of1684, in whicb be gives a
sUght sketch of the anonymous author of theworks contained
in it,and compare that with the one given of Dr. AUestry in
the preface tohis sermons. The one is describedas "Uving
a whole life of great austerities, and maintaining an
undisturbed serenity in the midst of them." Whereas, it is
stated of the other, that "his conversation was always
cheerful and entertaining, especiallyin the receptionof his
acquaintanceat his table andfriendly visits." . . .

Again,Dr.AUestry'slife wasoneofactiveservicebothtoGod
and to man, andhe was a person whomight be emphatically
termed apublic character. Inproof of this, we need only
take a glimpse at the events which markedhis comparatively
short career, for he died at 60 years of age. He was sent to
Oxford, 1636

—
took arms in the royal cause, 1641

—
expelled

the University, 1648— appointed Eegius Professor of
Divinity, 1660+— made Provost of Eton, 1665

—
resigned

the Professorship of Divinity in 1679
—

and died January
27th, 1680.

Ascircumstantialevidence against/n',,authorshipoftheworks
inDr.Fell's folio volume, we find him assisting bis kinsman,
Mr. James AUestry, the bookseller, who "from a plentiful
fortune had been, incommon with many others of tbe same
calling,reducedbytbeGreatFireinLondon,from affluence to

» Vol. V.,pp. 433—35, 1864.+ Another writer gives the date of this appointmentas 1663.
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poverty, by bestowing on him eighteen of his sermons to
'make him some reparation of his losses.' To these,
twenty-two were afterwards added to make up a volume.
About the same period, and for the same object,namely, to
makesome repair for tbe calamity of the Fire inLondon, the
MS. of 'The Causes of the Decayof Christian Piety,'* is
conveyed, anonymously, to Mr. T. Garthwait, the publisher
of 'The Whole Duty of Man.'

"
The letter is as foUows:—

"
To the Bookseller.— "Sir,— Having in my hands apractical treatise

concerning 'The Causes of the Decay of Christian Piety,' so visible in
this our age;written by the excellent author of 'The Whole Duty of
Man;' andhaving obtainedpermission to make it publick,Iwas insome
doubt, whether the present disturbed state of affairs, would not make it
reasonable to delay the edition. But, considering that times of difficulty
and trouble bring thoughts of virtue into their minds, who forgot then-
duty and their God in affluence and quiet,Iam apt to thinka discourse
of this kind, seasonable enough at this time. AlmightyGod give yousome
repair for this great calamity ;+ as it was the author's kindness that you
should have the offer of this tract, whateveritprove, soIthink it wiU be
a little the more seasonable, that it comes as anew year's gift, &c.

Your very loving friend,
"January,1667. H. E

"

Itis clear from these two Uterary offerings— the sermons to
Mr. James AUestry, and the tract to Mr. T. Garthwait—
that they werenotmadeby one and the same person. And

* The followingnote whichhasbeentranscribed from a MS. ona fly leafprefixed to a copy of "The Causes ofthe Decay of Christian Piety "
published in 1675,whichbelongedtoDr.Kennett,Bishop ofPeterboroughfurnishes anadditional (see note, p.97) instance of the discrepant charlc-ter ofhearsay evidence. Itappears tobe in the handwriting ofthe Bishop
himself. "Dr. Allestree was theauthor of thisbook andwroteitin the vervsame year whereinhe wentthrough a courseofChymistry with Dr Williswhich is the reason why somany Physical and Chymical Allusions areto'be found in it. And the copy of it came to the pressin the Doctor's ownhandwriting; as Tim. Garthwaite told the present Archbishop [Tenison1of Canterbury,andhis Grace affirmed [the same] tome in Sept 1713

"+ The late Fire inLondon. "'
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consequently that tbe sermons and the tract on "The Decay
cf Christian Piety," werenot byone andthe sameindividual.
As Dr. AUestry evidently wished to serve his relativeand
namesake, and could not be in ignoranceas to tbe popularity
of " The Whole Duty ofMan," wbich had then been more
than nine years before the public, it would have seemed
mostnatural for him to have given a work with the name of
the author of

"
The Whole DutyofMan" appended to it,as

thebest help hecould offer to his relative,and doubtlesshe
wouldhavedone so, had the work beenhis to give.

Thearticle in
"

TheJournalof SacredLiterature," quoted
in the foregoing pages, also states, that any one comparing
AUestry's sermons with the works inDr.FeU's foUo, must be
so struck with the resemblance in style between the two,
as to be convinced that they were written by one and tbe
samehand. But after instituting a most careful comparison
of them, we have come to an entirely opposite conclusion,
and venture to pronounce them works of the same period,
but certainlynot from the same pen.

Another argument in favour of AUestry's authorship of
the works inquestion has been deduced from the fact of his
having,at his death, left his unpubUshedpaperstohis friend
BishopFell;but from these stores, no part of those collected
together in the folio volume could have been gathered, as
all the tracts containedin it,hadbeenbefore the pubhc from
1658, when the first work, " The WholeDuty of Man," wa3
published, to 1678, when the last, "The Lively Oracles,"
came out. This was two years before Dr. AUestry's death.
His bequest to Bishop Fell, therefore, by no means proves— in fact to us it helps to disprove his authorship— but it
evinces the confidence he felt in his friend's judgment and
integrity. The subjoined note* from the "Biographia

"Having, a little before his death, communicatedto the Bishopof
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Britannica," explains the nature and conditions of AUestry's
bequest to Dr. Fell. Again, if the sermons and the tracts
were by the same individual, why does Dr. Fell, in his
preface to the folio volume containing those tracts alone,
emphaticaUy declare tbat "they are the genuine and only
writings of tbe author." He should not have omitted the
sermons, and if the naming them would have destroyed the
secrecy he desired to maintain, he could have called them
"Certain Sermons," without alluding to Dr. AUestry as
their author.

There is also another plea put forward by the writer in" TheJournal ofSacredLiterature," infavourof Dr.AUestry
as the author of the disputed works deduced, the article
states, from Dr.FeU'spreface,in whichhe is said to insinuate
that the exceUent author of those tracts had but recently
died. This is surely an inference which cannot fairly be
drawn from the Bishop's words. It is true that he speaks
Oxford severalparticulars concerning hisintentions for the disposalof hisgoods andpapers; the Bishopobserved, that there wasnomention madeofhis lectures andknowing how his modesty, during his life, had resisted'^ftr f°r the PVbUsMnS of them' »™l™^ that the samemotivemight be more prevalent at his death;therefore, he wroteto DrAllestry, requesting that his lectures might be preserved which had cos
otters The n "} J.

""* ■*?'T* WOuM b* P™portlonably useful to
w»R TW I,

S TuT'by letter' bearing date January 19, 1680,was That having not had opportunity to revise what he had writtenwhich wasnot everywhereconsistent withhispresentimaginations, thoughinnothing material, yet in some particular.'whichhe shouldha^bettertlrrTZti ;rSWT5.°s 'Act Leotures'' beingupon the
r,W« P

'* rthre.ad f them was not right nor didactical,and °Nect£rius s Penitentiary,' not expounded the same way in one place as mffnt°hfl n'F* lh6/rS 'blunderi*g andnot true;therefore he adds "stSif theBishop hadnot writ, and for thathe himself wouldnot go ont oftheworld without satisfying him in everything, he hadresolved to havesen?for his papers and burnt them. But now he gave them ,r,»ll AT!Bishop, upon this inviolable trust, that nothing of"hem sLuldIL v_.Ushed as a scheme of his,but to be madeuse of to serve anyo her deSthe Bishop should think fit.' Dr Allestrv'» wr.^.o.„ , a.fign
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of the author as dead, but he is, we think, intentionaUy
sUent as to the periodof his decease, and the foUowingdates—

very important toourpresent inquiry— forbidourbelieving
himtohave alludedatalltoDr. AUestryon thisoccasion. The
last of the series of tracts under consideration, " Tlie Lively
Oracles," was published separately, as were all its pre-
decessors from the same pen, and came out at Oxford, in
1678,— Dr.AUestry diedin1680. Dr.FeU wrote his preface
in 1684, and init, afterspeaking of the author of the tracts,
adds, "Indeed, had Almighty God lent longer life to this
eminent person, we might have received many and ample
benefits byit," &c. Now, as Dr. AUestry was certainlyliving
two years after the publication of"Tlie Lively Oracles," these
wordscouldhardlybe considered applicableto bim.
Itispossiblethatsome maybe disposedto ask why Bishop

Fell delayed the publicationof the entire works to whichhe
attachedso great a value for so many years after the appear-
ance of the lastof them, viz.— "The LivelyOracles," that is,
from the year 1678 to 1684? "We cannot ourselves quite
understand this, but suppose it may bave arisenfrom want
of leisure on bis part, and from his knowledge that they
were, during the whole of that time, in circulation among
the public, and had even a better chance of being read as
separate pieces, than when coUected and bound together.
But this,of course,proves nothing whatever either as to one
or otherof their suppositious writers.

With Dr. AUestry's honoured name we bring the present
chapter to a close, and, in doing so, cannot but express our
surprise that a questiononce thought of sufficientmoment to
engage the attention of the learned and to arouse the
curiosity of the public, sbould havebeen so long so loosely,
and, it must be added, hitherto, so superficiaUy examined.
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For the truth of this assertion weneed only point to the
names of the fourteen individuals to whom,respectively, the
works in question bave been, from time to time ascribed,
thirteenof whomaregiveninthe foregoingUst. Itis, how-
ever, quite obvious that to one alone out of that number
can this praise be due; but it is not certainly so obvious
bow thatone sbould stUl remainundiscovered. Perhaps the
solutionof the mystery may be foundin the fact, that fewof
the persons who have hitherto writtenon thissubject have,
with sufficient care, studied the contents of Bishop FeU's
preface; that others trusting to oral tradition, the least
reliable of aU sources, have become bewildered by the
confusion of names and pretensions thus brought before
them, and have given up the search in utter despair;while
a third class, misledby incorrect statements at the outset of
the inquiry, have abandoned it as a hopeless task.
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CHAPTER VII.

"THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN" BISHOP FELL'S PORTRAITURE
OF ITS AUTHOB

—
THE CHARACTER OF THE REV. ABRAHAM

WOODHEAD DELINEATED BT ANTHONY WOOD
—

THE RESEMBLANCE

AND DISSIMILARITY BETWEEN THE TWO NOTICED THE REV.

ABRAHAM WOODHEAD'S IDENTITY WITH THE AUTHOR OF "THE
WHOLE DUTY OF MAN

"
CAREFULLY EXAMINED

—
THE CHAIN OF

EVIDENCE IN FAVOUR OF HIS CLAIM TO ITS AUTHORSHIP
SUPPLIED

—
THE QUESTION DECIDED AFFIRMATIVELY— A LIST

OF THE WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO THE REV. ABRAHAM WOODHEAD.

®3^£ Cjjaraxtrr of % $Ufi. §j.bra{mm iKooblieab,anb of %
of

"
% m_ah $ttlg of ifetr."

f'M entering upon an examination of the affirmative
side of the question respecting the claim to the

authorship of "The Whole Duty of Man," and the otber
workscontained in Bishop FeU's folio edition of 1684, we
refer again to the preface of tbat volume, and observe the
statements made by the bishop relative to the habits and
character of its anonymous author. And these should be
compared with the sketch given of the Bev. Abraham
Woodhead, in the "Athenæ Oxonienses," tbatitmay be seen
how far the two portraitsresemble eachother, and also where
the resemblanceceases.

Bishop Fellsays:—"
Lethim [the reader] be wise andhumble, temperate, chaste,patient,

charitable, and devout;Uve a whole life of great austerities, and maintain
anundisturbed serenity in the midst of them, and then he wiU himself
become aUvely picture ofour author."

I
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Anthony Wood, in delineating the character of Abraham
Woodhead, uses these words :

—
"He was so wholly devoted to retirement and the prosecution of his

several studies, thatno worldly concerns shared any of his affections, only
satisfyinghimself withbare necessaries;and so far from coveting applause
orpreferment (tho' perhaps the completeness of his learning and great
worth might havegiven him as just andfair a claim to both,as any others
of his persuasion) that he used all endeavours to secure his beloved
privacy, and conceal bis name;and altho' he obtained these his desires
in greatpart, yethis calm, temperate, and rational discussion of some of
the most weighty and momentous controversies under debate between the
Protestants and Komanists, rendered him an author much famed, and
veryconsiderable in the esteemof both."

The simUarity between these two sketches up to a certain
pointis so remarkable, that they seemalmost to describe one
and the same individual Bishop FeU's representationof a
"wholeUse of great austerities," agrees weU with Wood's
opening paragraph as to his being "so whoUy devoted to
retirement, and tbe prosecution of his several studies, only
satisfying himself withbare necessaries," &c, and each alike
testifies, though not in precisely the same words, to the
charity, calmness, and humility of their respective subjects.
Wood speaks of Mr.Woodhead's desire for privacy and the
concealment of his name, and Bishop FeU, who studiously
avoids making anyaUusion to the author of his volume which
might leadto his discovery,impliesthatliecherisheda similar
wishfor secrecy which shouldbe observed evenafter his death.
It should, however, be borne in mind thatas these two

biographersview their respective subjects through a widely-
differentmedium, the resemblance in the description of each
is necessarilyincomplete. BishopFell describes a Protestant,
knowing that the writer of his volume was such; for none
other couldhave written the tracts contained in it; whUst
Wood represents a Eoman Catholic,beUevingMr.Woodhead
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to have secretly joinedhimseU to the communion of the
Church of Bome. But his statements as toMr. Woodhead's
supposed change of creed are not supported by reliable
evidence, as we have already shown; nor is he correct in
anotherof his remarks, as to his want of attention to matters
of worldlybusiness, whenhe states, " that noworldly concerns
shared anyofhis affections;" forhisletters,givenina previous
chapter, clearly evincehow the profound scholar thoroughly
understood aU questions affecting property and its legal
rights, to whichhe was wide awake, and how firmly resolved
he was to enforce his own claims. Implicit confidence
therefore cannot be placed in the whole of Anthony Wood's
assertions inhis descriptionof bis character and creed.

Inconfirmationof Mr. Woodhead's "endeavours to secure
his beloved privacy and to conceal his name," we remark
that these efforts appear to have been both consistentand
abiding, for evenin his correspondencewithhis cousin John
Armytage, of ThickhoUins, he never gives any address, nor
does he signhis name in fuU, using only the initials of it,"A. W."— neither is the handwriting his own— it is thatof
his amanuensis. As regards the contents of the letters, tbey
prove him to have been not only a charitablemanhimself,
but an admirer of that grace in others. "Be pittifulland
charitable to yourpooreneighbours," is his injunction to his
cousin,and it wouldseem that the duty he thus urged onhis
relative was one he was most willing to performhimself;
and it is a noticeableand somewhatcurious fact, that Bishop
FeU mentions* this particular quality as one of the dis-
tinguishing characteristics of the author of his volume.

» Inanarticle from "TheGentleman's Magazine,"onthe subjectofLady
Pakington's claim to the authorshipof" The Whole Duty ofMan," given
inthe prececUngchapter,anincidentalremark,bearingonthis point,appears,
well worthyour notice in this place. "Iam veryapt," the writer says," to think thatthe realauthor, whoever he was, and who took so much
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THE IDENTITY OF THE AUTHOR OF
"

THE WHOLE DUTY
OF MAN."

Another striking instance in corroboration of the Eev.
Abraham Woodhead's identity with the author of "Tlie
Whole Ditty of Man," is suppliedby tbe statementof one of
the workmenemployed in Mr.Norton's*printingoffice, who
was alwaysentrusted to carry the proof-sheets of the work to
Mr. Woodhead to correct. This man affirmed, "that tbe
corrections and alterations" made in them "

were the same
hand with the copy." Now nothing certainly is more
commonthan for one manto revise the work of another, and,
therefore, the carrying of these sheets to Mr. Woodhead to
correct, does not, in itseU, prove anything decisive, but we
consider that tbe simUarity of thehandwritingdoes, and that
it furnishes strong presumptive evidence as regards tbe
authorship,t

Again, it is a remarkable fact that "The Lively Oracles
Given Unto Us

"
came out inthe year1678, the yearinwhich

Mr. Woodhead died. Bishop FeU places this tract the last
inhis folio volume,and in speaking of the whole works,of
which " The Lively Oracles

"
was unquestionably the last

pubUshed, adds, "Indeed, had Almighty God lent longer
life to this eminent person, we might have received many
and amplebenefitsby it." Thereis something strangein the
coincidence, to say the least of it, whichmarks the close of
Mr. Woodhead's life as the period in which the publication
care tobe concealed whilst alive,left no remains in his handwriting by
whichhe might be discoveredafter his death." The fact of Mr. Wood-
head's never giving his address, nor writing his own letters, nor signing
his name in full, seems to render the resemblance between him and the
person here spokenof verystriking.* Eoger Norton wasprinter andpublisher to Mr. Woodhead inhis life-
time, andbrought out an edition of his works in 1695, seventeenyears
afterhis decease.+ The narrative whence this information is derived isgiven in fuUin
the Appendix.
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of tbese tracts came also to a close; nor can this beviewedin
any other light thanas one of the many links in the chain of
circumstantial evidence which connect him with their
authorship.

It should be here remarked, that every page in " The
Lively Oracles" testifies against the errors of the Eomish
Church. But thoughthe censurebe pointed,yet it is marked
throughout by a tone of Christian charity and moderation,
andby tbe calmness of judgment tobeexpectedinan author
of whom Wood names these as prominent characteristic
features.

The biographical sketch of Mr. Woodhead given in the"Catholic MisceUany," testifies to his acquaintancewiththe
opinionsof the fathers, also howhe arrivedat it,and does so
by way of confirming what it states as tohis change of faith.
It is somewhatcurious that out of thisparticularportionof
the sketch, anargument should be furnishedin favour of his
authorship of a tract more decidedlyopposed to the system
and practiceof the Church of Eome, thanany of his previous
ones.

In this tract— "The Lively Oracles
"—

the author quotes
from thirty to forty of the fathers; and though it may be
objected tbat most of the learned writersofthe17th century
did, both intheir sermons and treatises, refer very frequently
to those ancient authorities, it only requires us to compare
this tract withother writings of the same period,to discover
that the fathers are herequoted or referred to in the propor-
tionof ten times toone,in them. Here again is an additional
proof afforded us, and that from an unexpectedquarter, of
Mr. Woodhead'sbeing the writer of the last and by far the
ablest of the tracts inBishopFeU's foliovolume.

Another argument in favour of bis authorshipof the works
inquestionis gatheredfrom this same

"CathoUc MisceUany,"
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where we readthus:— "Mr. Constable was displeased to find
that Mr. Berrington* endeavoured to giveMr. Woodhead the
honour of being the author of 'The Whole Duty of Man,'
and other works of the same hand, which Mr. Constable
could byno meansbe persuadedof, merelyon account of the
difference of style."+

Was it possible that Mr. Constable, a scholar and a
Uterary man, could have perused those works without
discovering that they couldnot havebeenwrittenbya Eoman
CathoUc1 How could he read"The Causes of theDecayof
Christian Piety," "The Ladies' Calling,"and aU theother
tracts, in which the anti-Eomish sentiment is repeatedly
enunciated, and not get his mind disabusedof theidea that
the author of such works could also be the author of the
Popish controversial ones ascribed to him? A mere glance
over "The Lively Oracles" should have been enough to
settle thatquestion for ever.
It ha3 been observed already that the works under

consideration, from the clear reasoning which pervades them,
must have been the production of a mathematicalmind, to
which it may be added, that the learningand researchwhich
they display, savour stronglyof the cellof the retiredstudent.
Attention,however, should be caUed to the fact that two of
them, "TheLadies'Calling,"and "TheGentleman's Calling,"
must have been writtenby one who had also at some period
of his life been a close observer of men and manners;for
without this he would have found it impossible to writeso
ably and pointedly upon the duties of the two classes, or

» Mr. Simon Berrington wrote a Use of Abraham Woodhead at Mr.
Constable's request, and copied largely from Alban Butler's notes on
Woodhead. Berrington, Constable, and Alban Butler were aU Eoman
Catholics.+ Of the difference of style here aUuded to notice will be taken
elsewhere.
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describe so weU the virtues and vices of each as prevailingat
that period— a period of frightful demoralisation

—
when men

were wantinginprincipleand womeninpurity.
Into the highest, and, we suspect, much the least worthy

class of society at that time, Mr. Woodhead's* connection
with the Duke of Buckingham and Lord Capel would
necessarUygivehimaninsight;and the earnestremonstrances
and exhortationscontained in the tracts addressed to ladies
and gentlemen, lead to the behef that the writer had
occasionaUybrought under his observation the worst speci-
mens of each sex, whUe they also bear witness to his inter-
course with and respectfor the virtuous amongboth.

To the statement givenin the "Catholic MisceUany,"and
most probably derived from Alban Butler, that Dr. FeU
ordered his printer to appendMr. Woodhead'sname to "The
Whole Duty ofMan," and the other worksbythe samehand,
we attach no importance whatever, because Bishop FeU's
secrecy as to the authorshipof them, so strikingly observable
inhis preface, forbids our beliefof it.

But we do attach weight to Anthony Wood's remark that"many stick not to say (whicb is a wonderto me) that he
was the authorof

'
Tlie WlwleDuty of Man,' and of aU that

goes under the name of thatauthor," because it proves tbat
in his day tbis opinion was entertained by many of his
learned contemporaries.

* Itmaybe objected that one so recluse in his habits as the author of
the "Athenæ 'Oxonienses" informs us Abraham Woodhead was, never
couldhavebeenplacedinaposition to write on the virtues or vices of the
ladies and gentlemen of his day, but we wouldremind the objectors that,
untU forty yearsofage, he hadoccasionaUy mixedin society— the last thirty
yearaof his life only

"
being wholly given to seclusion;

"
and thatBishop

FeUindeUneating the character ofone who had ashestates
"

led a whole
life ofgreat austerities," could not have forgotten that theperson of whom
he thus spoke was the author of

"
The Ladies'andGentleman'sCalling."

Itis clear, therefore, thathe saw nothing irreconrilable in these apparent
discrepancies.
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A SUMMARY OF THE POINTS OF RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN
THE AUTHOR OF

"
THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN," AND

THE REV. ABRAHAM WOODHEAD.

In summing up the evidence of the case before us, touse
alegal phrase, wemust observe that there are sevencardinal
points of resemblance tobe noticed between the character of
Bishop FeU's anonymous, and our suppositious author, a
failure inany one of which would so damage theplea set up
in behalf of the latter, as finaUy to exclude hisclaim to the
authorship of the worksunder discussion. The seven points
to be compared are these:— ■

lst.
—

Habits of seclusion and austerity of life.
2nd.

—
Close observationof men and manners.

3rd.
—

Mathematical ability.
4th.— Learningand piety.
5th.— Humbleness ofmindandcharitableness ofdisposition.
6th.— TravelinPopish countries.*
7 th.— Membershipin the Protestant Church.
To these may be addedmany minorpoints of resemblance,

such as theconcealmentof theplaceof abode, theemployment
of an amanuensis, evenin the writing of familiar letters, to
prevent the discovery of the author by means of his hand-
writing, also his "temperate,chaste, and holy life," &c,&c.
Theseminor, together withthe cardinal points,appear to us
conclusively to identify Mr. Woodhead's character with that
of the author of " Tlie Whole Duty of Man," as described by
BishopFell inthe preface tohis folio volume.• The following passage from "

The Lively Oracles," while it testifies
to its author's foreign travel, testifies also to the calmnessof his judgment
and the largeness ofhis charity. "I would not," he writes, "behasty
incharging idolatry upon the Church of Rome, or all inher communion,
but that their image worshipis a most fatal snare, in which vast numbers
ofunhappy souls are taken,noman can doubt, whohath with any regardtravelled inPopish countries. I,myself,and thousands ofothers, whom
the late troubles, or other occasions sent abroad, are and have been
witnesses thereof."
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But, whUst in apreceding chapter devoted to a vindication
of Mr. Woodhead's character from the charge of covert
Eomanism, tbe strongest arguments which were advanced
against its truth weredrawn from certain originaldocuments,
namely his will and some of his letters, so in tbis case tbe
most cogent proofinfavour of his claim to the authorship of"The WholeDuty ofMan

"
may perhaps be deduced from

an equaUy original source— a MS. sermon*
— unquestionably

his, found among the papers of his cousin John Armytage,
along with many other documents of more or less value,
preserved by the members of the Thickbollins famUy. This
sermon is in the handwriting which was generallyin vogue
among the learned men of the time of Queen EUzabeth, and
thatof James theFirst,but the style and dictionbelongto a
later period, and the resemblance in both to the worksin
Bishop FeU's folio volume is so striking, as almost to prove
them tobe the productions of one and the same pen.

The MS. is in someparts not only time-wornand difficult
to decipher, but the writing is obliteratedby age, and the
paper, in one or two pages, somewhat decayed. There is,
however, much that can be made out, and the wholegist of
the discourse maybe ascertained by a careful examinationof
suchportions as arelegible. The date is Oxford,but theyear
in wbichit was written, ifthat wereever added, is now worn
out. Extractst fromthis sermonaregiveninthe Appendix, to
afford the reader an opportunity of comparing itsstyle and
that of Mr. Woodhead's letterswith the works publishedby
Bishop FeU.

* As no other specimen of Mr. Woodhead's penmanship haa been
hitherto diacovered, it ia auppoaed that this escaped the fate of such as
were either destroyed before his death by his ownhand, or after it by the
hands of his executors, from the fact of its being safe in the possession of
his cousin at Tbickhollins.+ See Appendix,Note E.
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THE FAMILY OF THE WOODHEADS AT MELTHAM.
In treating of this questionwemust not omit to state that

among the several surviving members of the Woodhead
famUy now resident in the vUlage of Meltham, no doubt
whatever is entertained of Mr. Woodhead's being theauthor
of "Tlie Whole Duty of Man." It may not, however, be
safe to attachmuchweight to oral traditioningeneral,unless
supported, as in this case, bypositive and reliable evidence;
but in tbisinstance it is certainly verysignificant and worthy
of credit, andtbe more so, because several individualsin that
famUy, since the period of Abraham Woodhead's death,
having successively attained to advanced old age, it is most
probablethat the traditionwas handed down from father to
son,and, in consequence of the longevity of the parties, had
not in its descent to pass through very manygenerations.
Their respective ages during the last two hundred years
rangedas foUows :

—
Matthew Woodhead aged 90
John, the sonofMatthew „ 86
Ann, the cousin ofMatthew ,, 91
Eebecca, the cousin ofAnn *. „ 88
Thomas— died 1864— the son of Abraham, and the

nephew ofMatthew „ 95
And there was an Elizabeth Woodhead who died in the

year1597 „ 88

It is also worthy of notice that in some of the houses
occupied by the Woodbeads, two, and, inoneinstance, three
copies of the works inquestion arestill tobe found. These
persons firmly believed Mr. Abraham Woodhead to have
beentheirauthor,and thoughsomeof themhadheardarumour
that he had gone over to the Church of Eome, certainly
they did not credit it. For how could they imagine
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that a person who had become a Papist should ever have
thought of endowing a Protestant church? And for this
reason, and with this view of the question, they not
only satisfied their own minds, but "put to sfience the
ignoranceof fooUsh men."

A LIST OF THE WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO THE REV.
ABRAHAM WOODHEAD.

The subjoined list of works given in the "Athenæ
Oxonienses," being generaUy attributed to Mr. Woodhead's
pen, is hereadded to show the estimation in which he was
held as a writerinhis own day. In a controversialpoint of
view they might doubtless be considered both able and
convincing. ButMr. Woodhead's fame as the author of the
treatises coUected and published by Bishop FeU, rests, we
think, on a much firmer and more lastingbasis.

1.— A brief account of Ancient Church Government, with a reflection
on several modern writings of the Presbyterians touching this subject.
London, 1662. 2nd Edit., 1685. (This book is attributed by some
Roman Catholics to Obadiah Walker, andby others to R. Holden.)

2.— The Guide inControversies, or,a rational account of the Doctrines
of the Roman CathoUcs concerning the Ecclesiastical Guides in Contro-
versies of Religion, inIV. Discourses by R. H. The twofirst Discourses,
London, 1666. The other two in 1667. SecondEdition,London,1673.
AU werepublished together.

3.— Exercitations concerning the Resolution of Faith, 1674. (This
wasinreply toStricturesonthe 3rddiscourse in the above

"
GuideinCon-

troversies," by StilUngfleet.)
4.— Appendixto the Four Discourses concerning the "Guide inCon-

troversies," father shewing the necessity and infaUihihty thereof, against
some contrary Protestant principles, 1675. Also called in some copies,
Discourse of the Necessity of Church Guides for directing Christians in
their faith.

5.— Annotations on Dr. Stillingfleet's answer to N.O.'s consideration
of his principles. (This isan answer to Stillingfleet's reply to the next
book, No. 6.)
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6.— Dr. StilUngfleet's Principles considered. Paris, 1671,by N.O.
7_«Considerations on the Council of Trent, being the 5thdiscourse

concerning the "Guide in Controversies." London, 1687.
8.— The Roman Church's Devotions vindicated fromDr. StilUngfleet's

misrepresentationsby N.O.
9.— The Roman Doctrine of Repentance and Indulgence vindicated

from Dr. Stillingfleet's misrepresentations,1672, by N. 0. (Stillingfleet
inthe preface to this replystylesN.O. (i.e.,A. Woodhead) amoderateman.)

10.
—

*0f the benefit of our Saviour Jesus Christ to Mankind,Oxford,
1680. (It is probable that this book wasnotby Woodhead.)

11.— *Anhistorical narration of the Life and Death of our Saviour
J. C, in two parts. Oxford, 1685. (This book waa published by 0.
Walker, and thensaid to be the composition of A. Woodhead, his tutor.
Itcaused great clamour inthe Universityhut wasmuchpraisedbyJames II.

12.— TwoDiscourses concerning the adoration of our Blessed Saviour
in the eucharist. (0. Walker published this book, but the printer
treacherously gave the sheets as they were printed to his opponents, so
that an answer waspubUshed at the same time as thebook. He (0. W.)
set up aprivate press andprinted the next book, No. 13,himself.

13.— *Church Government, Part V. Oxford, 1687. PubUshed in
April. (The zealous Controversialists publisheda reply inJune.)

14.— *Two Discourses.'— The first concerning the spirit of Martin
Luther. The second concerning the celibacy of the clergy. (From
Walker's private Press.) Oxford, 1687.

15.— *Pietas Romanaet Parisiensis, or a faithful relation of the several
sorts of charitable and pious works eminent in the cities of Rome and
Paris. Oxford, 1687. (At Mr. Walker's privatepress.)

16.— *0f FaithNecessary to Salvation. Oxford, 1688. To which are
annexed, treatises— 1,Of infalUbiUty, 2, Concerning the obUgation ofnot
preferring or acting against our Judgment or Conscience, 3, Concerning
obedience toEcclesiastical Governors, 4, Concerning Salvation possible to
be had in a Schismatical communion and the danger of being therein.

17.— *A Compendious Discourse of the Eucharist, Oxford, 1688.
(At Mr. Walker's Press.)

* Itshould be observed that seventeen of the worksin this list, which
aremarked with anasterisk, were pubUshed after Mr. Woodhead's death,
and that several of the others were claimed for Obadiah Walker and
Richard Holden. A doubt, therefore, arises as to Abraham Woodhead's
being the author of any oneof them.
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18.— 'Motives to Holy Living, withForms of Devotion,Oxford, 1688.
(At Mr. Walker's Press.)

19.— *2nd and 3rd Treatises of the first part of Ancient Church
Government. Oxford. Walker'sPress, 1688.

20.— 'Catholic Theses. Oxford,1689. (Not completed.)
21.— 'Concerning Images and Idolatry. Oxford, 1689.
22.— 'Apocalypse Paraphrased(not completed). Oxford, 1682 or 1689.
23.— »A Larger Discourse concerning Anti-Christ. Oxford, 1689.

(Not completed.)
*A. Woodhead was reportedby some to havebeen the authorof

"
God's

Benefits to Mankind." Oxford, 1680. Anthony Wood adds, "
some

stick not to say (which is a wonder to me) that he was the author of'
The Whole Duty of Man,' and of aU that goes under the name of that

author."
'He publishedthe following translations:— St. Augustine's Confessions,

1679. Life of St. Theresa,. 1669 or 1671, with other Treatises con-
nected withher memory. Also the second part of St.Theresa's works.

The Holy 3Ldfe of Gregory Lopez, 1675.
»He also re-edited— 1679— Hilton's scale of Perfection, and another

Treatise by the same author.
'From other sources than Wood, it appears thathe translated"The

Institutionsof the Congregationof the Oratory inSt. Marie's, in Vallicella,
Rome." Oxford, 1687.
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CHAPTEK VIII.

THE EEV. ABEAHAM WOODHEAD'S PUPILS AND LITERAEY
ASSOCIATES

—
THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM

—
LOED CAPEL

EADCLIFFE, STEODE AND CULPEPEE
—

DES. OBADIAH WALKEE,
JOHN FELL, HENET HAMMOND, AND KICHAKD ALLESTKY
BIOGEAPHICAL NOTICES OF THEM.

&]jt %zb. Mooh^iah's snails anti ITitearg

THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM.

JjT'SIE fact that Mr. Woodhead hadbeenbrought by the
V/ reputation of his attainmentsas a scholar into relation-
ship with two noblemen of such celebrity as George VUliers,
Duke of Buckingham, and Arthur,LordCapel, and that,not
within the precincts of his CoUege,butin two of the greatest
capitals in Europe— Eome and London— is so remarkable,
tbatwe should not be justified in passing it by unnoticed.
It was in Eome, where Mr. Woodhead resided for a short
time with some of his CoUege pupils, that his acquaintance
with the Duke of Buckingham first commenced; and it is
but reasonable to conclude thathe must have enjoyed much
celebrity as a tutor, before he could have been appointedto
teach thescience of mathematics to oneoccupying so exalted
a position as the duke

—
the favourite of his sovereign, and

even thentbe chosen associate and friend of several of the
great literarymen of theday.

This distinguishedpersonage and his younger brother,Lord
Francis ViUiers,had both beeneducated at Trinity College,
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Cambridge, and had therefore previously studied under able
instructors; their biographer says " their names wereentered
in the College-book the same year with Prince Charles," and
it is mostprobable that the same tutors who had the charge
of these young noblemen,had also that of the royal youth.
It is much to the credit of the duke, and it may be taken as
aproofof the respect he felt forhispreceptor, that afterwards,
when for a time Mr. Woodhead was unjustly deprivedof his
feUowship, be was received and entertained at York House
by his grace's appointment.

LORD CAPEL.

A further testimony to the talentsand worth ofMr.Wood-
headis affordedbyLordCapel'schoiceofhimashis instructor,
for Anthony Wood states that "being informed of the great
merits of this person, he entertainedand learnedof him the
mathematical sciences." Inbothinstances the tutor resided
withhis noble pupils,and strange indeedmust have beentbe
contrast presented to Mr. Woodhead's observant mind by
thecharacters of the two men; the duke, brilliant, versatile,
witty, " wantingno quaUty but the qualityof virtue

"
;Lord

Capel, grave,pious, accompUshed,and possessing that quality
in its most comprehensive sense. The notices of these two
distinguished noblemen which are appended in this chapter,
are insertedbecause of the connection which they had with
Abraham Woodhead as his pupUs;whUst the biographical
sketches of Drs. FeU,Hammond, and AUestry are added in
consequence of their being his Uterary associates, and on
account of theparticulars narrated affording agraphic insight
into thecharacter oftbe timesin whichhe Uved.

RADCLIFFE, STRODE, AND CULPEPER.

Of Eadcliffe, Strode, and Culpeper, the young men who
weresent abroadunder the care of Mr. Woodhead as their
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tutor, we know nothingmore than that they weregentlemen
commoners of University CoUege,and members of old and
highly respectable famUies, and that tbe father of one of
them, Sir George Eadcliffe, was a great sufferer for the royal
cause.

OBADIAH WALKER.
The only notable College pupUMr. Woodhead seems to

have had of whom any biographical record exists was
Obadiah Walker, to whom the position of first on the
following Ust is therefore assigned. Anthony Wood* states
that he was

" the son of WiUiam Walker, of Worsperdate,
near Barnsley, in Yorkshire, where he was born in the year
1615.t He became a studentinUniversity Collegeunderthe
tuition of Abraham Woodhead— whose servitor he was— in
tbe latter end of 1631, aged 16 years or thereabouts, took a
degree in arts, was elected FeUow of his College in 1635,
and,proceeding inhis faculty,beenteredintoholy orders and
became a noted tutor. After hehad continued inhis CoUege
during the war, he was ejected from his feUowship by the
visitors appointed by Parliament in 1648. Whereupon
giving a farewell to his country for a time, he traveUed
beyond the seas, and spent a considerable time in Eome,
wherebyhe advantagedhimseK much as to the knowledge of
the world,men and languages.

"Afterhis Majesty's Eestoration,beingput into his feUow-
ship by the commissioners then appointed to visit the
University,he travelledagain withcertain young gentlemen,
spent more time in Eome, and after his return, mighthave

* Wood's Athen. Oxon. Art. Obadiah Walker.+ Ina sketch of Dr. Walker's life given in the works of the late Dr.
Thomas Zouch, it is stated that he waa born at Worsborough, near
Barnsley, in 1616,but according to the dates inserted near the end of the
same sketch, his birth must have occurred, not in 1616,but in 1613.—
Zouch's Works, Vol.H.,pp.426— 8.
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been electedMasterofhis CoUegeonthedeath of Dr.Thomas
Walker, anno. dom. 1665; but he refused it, and chose
rather to Uve an obscure and retired life than take that
troubleupon bim;yet after tbe deathofDr.EichardClayton—

who had succeeded Dr. Walker in the mastership— he
accepted of that office rather thana stranger should comein,
as 'twas designed,anno. dom. 1676.

"In the latter endof October, 1678, the PopishPlot being
then discovered and the generaUty of the people much
exasperated,especiaUyupon the murder of Sir Edmondbury
Godfrey, there was a complaint made in the Parliament
House agamsthim forgiving an assisting hand— as Abraham
Woodhead then lately deceased did— towards the training up
of youths at Hogsden, alias Hoxton, near London, in the
Eoman Catholicprinciples, andthathehad expressedhimself
veryPopisbly affected inhis notes on thelife of KingAUred,
thenlately byhim published,asIshaU teU you anon, there-
fore he was esteemednot fit to governa CoUege."

Inanarticle in the "Biographia Britannica," onDr.John
Eadcliffe, the founder of the Library at Oxford which bears
hisname, wemeet with some curious information respecting
Obadiah Walker, in connection with him, and confirmatory
of Walker's change of religion from the Protestant to the
Eomish faith on the accession of JamesIL, in 1685. The
circumstances may be briefly stated thus:— Dr. John Ead-
cliffe, the celebrated physician, was a native of Wakefield,
and was educated at University CoUege,* Oxford, wherehe
was residing at the close of his academicalcareer in1677.
Itis not improbable that his intimacy withMr. Walker may

* "
Several of hisname and famUyhadbeenbred at thisCoUege. One,

Jonas Radcliffe, was tutor to the famous Abraham Woodhead, who after-
wards traveUed into France, with Thomas, son of Sir George Radcliffe, a
gentleman commoner of the same College."— Wood's Athen. Oxon., Vol.
ii.,col. 613.

K
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have commencedat that period. In the article just alluded
to, it is said, "The society of UniversityCoUege was at that
time— 1687— governed by Mr. Obadiah Walker, a gentleman
inevery otherrespect worthy of honour and esteem, had he
notunfortunately compliedwith thereligionof the unhappy
prince then reigning. However, this did not hinder the
Doctor [Eadcliffe] from testifying his gratitude to that
College wherehehad received thebest part ofhiseducation."

In 1688, some time before the bishops weresent to the
Tower,and matters were carrying on towardstheintroduction
of Popery by less violent means, Father Saunders, one of
the court chaplains, and another Dominican, had it in com-
mand from the king to use what solicitations should be
thought needful to bring him [Dr. Eadcliffe] over to their
communion ;and theseproving fruitless, his feUow coUegian,
Mr. Walker, just mentioned, hadorders from above to write
to him. One of his letters, with Dr. EadcUffe's answer
to it,arehere given.

Dr. Walker's is as foUows:
—
"University CoUege,May 22, 1688."

Worthy Sir,— Were it possible for me to bring you to a true sense of
your unhappy condition, in pinning your Faith npon a few modern
authorities of no credit;Ishould grudge nopains of producing more and
more instances, which the inspired writers, and theFathers of the Church
abound with."

But since amanof your exceUent parts,and greatknowledge in things
that concern the health of the body, that is only to endure for amoment,
thinks it of less weight to consult the welfare of your soul, whose pains
and whosepleasuresmust be eijuaUy everlasting;give me leave to teU
you, from aheart full of grief, for yourunwiUingness to be convicted, that
Ihave left nothing unattempted to absolve mine, inrelation to the argu-
ment youare so willing to drop the pursuit of. You bid me read Dr.
TUlotson, upon the real presence, with his answer to Mr. Sergeant's rule
of faith;Ihave done both, with the greatest impartiaUty, and find no
other impression from them, than what fixesme in the profession of that
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faith, which Ibless God, after so many yearB of adhering to a contrary
persuasion,Ihave, throughhis great mercy,embraced."
Ihave entreated you to do the same, by authors, whose judgments

have ever beenhadin remembrance, and whose determination must be
infalUble, from the Holy Spirit that conducted them. And yousendme
word, the duties of your professionbend your studies another way;and
that youhaveneither leisure nor incUnation, to turn over pages thathave
no valueinthem,but theirantiquity. This isindeed somewhatunkind,but
the goodness youalways receive me with, on everyother occasion, andthe
regardyou have shown, and say you wiU farther shew to the Foundation,'
whichIhavebeen thought fit,howsoever unworthy,topresideover,engages
metomake youas little uneasy aspossible."Ishall therefore, pursuant to your desire, dismiss the matter, which I
could willingly wish to hold longer in debate, onaccount of the reasons
before mentioned;and since youseemardently to desire amutual corres-
pondence, as to other affairs, continue to obUge you in fulfilling every
request youshall make to me."

Inthe mean time be assured, thatIshall be incessant in my prayers
to the great God above, and to the blessed Virgin, for her intercession
with the Lamb, that died for the sins of the world, that you may be
enhghtened, and see the things that belong to the peace of your immortal
soul; who am, in all respects, worthy sir, your most obUged, and most
humble Servant,

"0. Walkeb."

Doctor EadcUffe's answer was in these terms:
—

"Bow Street, CoventGarden, May 25th, 1688."Sir,—Ishould be in asunhappy a condition in this life, as you fear I
shallbe in the next, wereIto be treated as a turn-coat;andmust teUyou,
that Icanbe serious no longer, while you.endeavour tomake me beUeve,
what Iam apt to think you give no credit to yourself; Fathers and
Councils, and antiqueauthorities, may have their influence intheirproper
places;but should any of them aU, though covered with dust 1,400 years
ago, tell me, that the bottle Iam now drinking with some of your
acquaintance, is a wheelbarrow, and the glass inmy hand, a salamander,
Ishould ask leave to dissent from them.

"Youmistake my temper, in being of an opinion that Iam otherwise
• i.e. University College, Oxford.
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biassed, than the generality ofmankind are. Ihad oneof yournew con-

vert's poems in my hands just now, you will know them to be Mr.
Dryden's, and on what account they are writtenat first sight;four of the
best lines andmost apropos, run thus:—

"'Many by education are misled,
So they beUeve, because they were sobred;
The priest continues what the nurse began,
Andthus the chUd imposes on the man.'

Youmay be given tounderstand from thence, that having been bred up a

Protestant at Wakefield, and sent from thence in that persuasion to
Oxford;where,during my continuance, Ihad norelish for absurdities;I
intendnot to change principles,and turn Papist inLondon.

"The advantages you propose tome, may bevery great, for aU that I
know;God Almighty cando verymuch, and so can the King;but you
will pardonme if Icease to speaklike aphysician for once, and with an
air of gravity, am veryapprehensive, that Imay anger the one, in being
toocomplaisantto the other. You cannot caU this pinning my faith on
any man's sleeve;those that know me, are too well apprized of a quite
contrary tendency."

AsIneverflattered amanmyself, so it is my firmresolution, never
to be wheedled out of my real sentiments;which are, that since ithas
beenmy good fortune to be educated, according to the usage of the Church
ofEngland, estabUshed byLaw;IshaU never make myself so unhappy,
as to shame my teachers and instructors, by departing from whatIhave
imbibed from them."

Yet thoughIshaU neverbe brought over toconfide inyour doctrines,
no one breathing, can have a greater esteem for your conversation, by
letter, or word of mouth, than, Sir, your most affectionate and faithful
servant,

"John Radcliffe."
"Nor did the doctor, when the neccessity of the times, in

the succeeding revolutiou, which foUowed this epistolary
intercourse by the heels, prove otherwise than a constant
friend and benefactor to Mr. Walker. For though hecould
not be induced to adhereto his opinion inmatters of religion,
he wouldalways abidebyhis determination inpoints of learn-
ing;and,outof a generoussenseof the difficulties Mr.Walker
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laboured under by his non-compUance to the Government,
from the time of his first coming toLondon, after the scene
of affairs was changed in Oxford, gave him theallowance of
a handsome competency to the day of his death, and
contributedlargelyto his funeral expenses."*

Theforegoing letters contain a positiveavowal ofMr. Wal-
ker's change of faith in the year 1688, but it is said that this
change took placeas earlyas 1685, whenJamesII.cameto the
throne;andinconfirmationofthisinference welearnfrom the"Biographia Britannica

"
that one "Thomas Deane declared

himseH a Papist in March,1685, about the same time with
bis master, Obadiah Walker, whose creature and convert he
was.t ...."He (Deane) was once or twice inprison atLondon, as a
Jesuit,or Priest, and Decemberthe 18th, 1691, stood in the
Pillory at Charing Cross, under the name of ThomasFranks,
a reputedJesuit, for concealinga libel or pamphlet, against
the Government, written by a feUow lodger, in the same
bouse withhim.

"On the 4th of February, 1688—9, the Vice-ChanceUor
and Doctors of the University of Oxford declared him
[Obadiah Walker] non-master, for being a Papist;and the
15th of the same month, Edward Ferrer, senior FeUowof
University CoUege, waselectedmasterinhis room. Aboutthe
25th of October, 1689,he was brought byhabeascorpus from
the Tower to Westminster HaU and sued for baU; but,
insteadof obtaining it,he was sent for to theHouse of Com-
mons, where,standingat the Bar,he wascharged withseveral
heinous offences;as namely, lst, for changinghisreligion;
2nd, forseducingothers to it;and3rd,forkeepingamasshouse
intheUniversityof Oxford. To whichhemadethese answers:

* Article, RadcUffe, Biog. Brit., vol. v., p. 3453.+ Biog.Brit. Art. Walker, vol. vi.,p. 4098.
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"1st—Icannot say thatIeveraltered my religion, or that

my principles do now whoUy agree with those of the Church
of Eome. Mr. Anderson wasmy governor and director, and
fromhim in my youthIlearned those principles whichI
havesince avowed. Hthey werePopish,Ihavenotchanged
my reUgion; and they wiU not be found to be wholly
agreeable with the doctrine of the Eoman CathoUc Church.
2nd.

—Inever seducedothers to the Eomish religion;aU my
books and precepts tend ODly to make men good moraUsts
and good Christians; nor didIever interest myself in
persuading any body to this or that party. This wiU be
plain to every body that reads my books of tbe 'Life of
Christ,' my book of 'Education,' my book of 'Benefits.'*

"Parliament.— 'Those very books are not withoutexcep-
tions;many Popish doctrines are in them.'" Walker.— 'Isupposenot,gentlemen; my "Life ofChrist"
was Ucensedby theVice-ChanceUor of Oxford; was revised
by Dr. J.FeU, who owned me for his friend, and who is
sufficiently known to have been no Papist; and it was
perusedby the presentProfessor,Dr. Jane.'

"Parliament.— 'But there are alterations in it from the
copyrevised, allowed and Ucensed.'" Walker.— 'None, sirs;Iappeal to aU that reviewedit :
there is no alteration in that book, no passages therein
inserted that were expunged,and the likesatisfaction shaU
be givenin the rest of my Treatises.'"3rd.— As to the Chapel, it was not moremygift than the
FeUows of University CoUege. KingJames requested it of
us,and wegave a part of it to the CoUege for his use. The
employment of it was according to his command, andIam
onlyconcerned asbeing one thatobeyed him in it." . .

• Biog. Brit. vol. vi., p. 4098. Art. Walker.
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Unfortunately for Mr. Walker's claim to veracity,and the
confidence wemight otherwise have reposed in his word, the
foregoing correspondence withDr. Eadcliffe, which tookplace
in 1688, about seventeen months onlybefore he was sum-
monedto the Bar of the House, entirely contradicts some of
thestatements there made as to his altered creed;and also
as to the efforts he was accused of making to seduce others to
his views. For wecannot forgethow in thatcorrespondence,
with aU the warmthpeculiar to a new convert, he blesses
God for the change wroughtin his opinions,and urges them
upon the acceptance of his friend, or what he says about
entreating the intercession of the blessed Virgin with the
Lamb on his behalf There can be no doubt whatever that
he attempted the conversion of his friend to Fopery, though
he failed to effect it.

THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM.

George ViUiers,Duke ofBuckingham, foUows nextinorder,
and, among many other matters relating to him in the"Biographia Britannica," we find the foUowing particulars
of his residence in Italy, where his acquaintancewithMr.
Woodheadfirstbegan. "The dukeand hisbrother, the Lord
Francis ViUiers,after their mother's secondmarriage,which
greatly offendedtheking,* werecommittedby him to the care
of theEarlofNorthumberland,.andsent to travelinFranceand
Italy— Florenceand Eome werethe places wherethey chiefly
resided, and here they Uved in as great state as some of those
sovereign princes. Brian Fairfax, in his 'Memoirs of the
Duke,' records to their praise 'that the youthsbrought their
religion [the Protestant] homewith them.'

* Charles I. had taken a special charge of these young noblemen
after their father's assassination, and hadbred them up and placed them
with his own children under the same tutors and governors.
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"The duke, and probablyLord Francis, his brother,* were
instructed in mathematicsat Eome by Mr. Abraham Wood-
head, who was there at that time on his travels as tutor to
some young gentlemen of University CoUege, Oxford, of
which he was then a FeUow; and upon bis return, being
deprivedofhis fellowshipby tbeParliamentvisitors in1641,
he was entertainedat YorkHousebyhis grace'sappointment."The portrait of this noblemanhas been drawnby many
masterly hands;Burnet has hewn it out with his rough
chisel;CountHamilton touched it with that slight deUcacy
that finishes, whUe it seems but to sketch;Dryden catched
the living likeness;Pope completed the historical resem-
blance."t

BrianFairfax alone threw the veilof charity over faults of
the most glaring character, and affectionatelyendeavoured to
conceal from the public eye the moral defects of which, in
his close relations with the duke, as one of the gentlemen
composing his household, hecould not himself be ignorant.
Of the versatilityof thisnobleman's talents, bisextraordinary
powers of fascination,bis personal beauty, and courtlinessof
address, there canbe no question. The romanticstory of his
marriage with the only chUd and heiress of the Lord
General Fairfax, on whom his confiscated estates had been
bestowed— for Buckingham adhered firmly to the royalcause— may not be very generally known. The particulars are
these— Uving inFrance, whitherhehad escaped,and trusting
to the fascination of bis talents and personal beauty,he ven-

* "Inthe year1648this promisingyoungnobleman, evenmore remark-
able for hispersonalbeauty than his elderbrother the duke,met anearly
anduntimely deathin the civU wars atthe head ofhis troop. Havinghis
horse killedunder him, he got to an oak tree in the high way,about two
miles from Kingston, where he stood with his back against it,bravely
defending himself, scorning to ask quarter, and tho enemy barbarously
refusing to give it, till, with nine wounds inhis face and body, he was
slain."

t Vide"Royal and Noble Authors."
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tured—
an outlaw whohad notmadehispeacewithCromweU,

and consequently was not sure either of life or liberty— to
return to England to woo, and, as it proved, to win the
daughter of the staunch Eepublican General. It might be
that before that timeFairfax had seen cause to regret much
to which, in his capacity as leader of the EarUamentarian
army, he had been compeUed to yield;but, however it was,
the Duke of Buckinghammade good his suit, and succeeded
ingaining the consent of the parents, as weU as the affections
of the daughter, and, alongwithher, recovered the possession
of his forfeited estates. The marriage took place September
7th, 1657, at Nimappleton, near York, "a new and noble
house buUt by LordFairfax, where he kept up an equally
noble hospitality."
It is a somewhat curious circumstance, and perhaps not

unworthy of note, that two of the great literary characters
with whom the Duke of Buckingham was particularly
associated, AbrahamCowley, the poet, and AbrahamWood-
head, the mathematician, both rank among the earliest
purifiers of the style of EngUsh composition from the con-
ceited pedantry which had before encumbered it. The
duke's intimacy with the poet firstbeganat CoUege.

LORD CAPEL.

LordClarendon's sketch of that truly noble-mindedman,
Arthur,LordCapel, who was one of the heroesand martyrs
ofhis day, foUowsnext.

"Arthur,LordCapel, wasaman in
whom the malice of his enemies could discover but very few
faults,and whomhisfriends couldnot wishbetteraccompUsbed,
whom CromweU's* own character weU described, and who
* CromweU, whohadknownhim very well, spokesomuch good ofhim,

andprofessed to havesomuch kindness and respect for him, thatall men
thought he wasnow safe. But thenhe concluded, "That his affection to
the public somuch weigheddownhis private friendship, thathe could not
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indeed would neverhave been contented to have Uved under
that Government. His memory aUmen lovedand reverenced,
though few foUowedhis example."He had always Uved in a stateof greatplenty and general
estimation,havinga verynoble fortune*ofhis ownbydescent,
and a fair addition to it by his marriage with an exceUent
wife, a lady of very worthy extraction, of great virtue and
beauty, by whom he had a numerous issue of both sexes, in
whom he took great joy and comfort, so that no man was
more happy inallhis domestic affairs ;and he was so much
the more happy,in that he thought himself most blessed in
them;and yet, the king's honour was no sooner violated,
and his just power invaded, than he threw aU these blessings
behind him, and having no other obligations to the crown
than those which his own honour and conscience suggested
to him,he frankly engaged his person and his fortune from
the beginningof the troubles, inall actionsand enterprises of
thegreatest hazard and danger, and continued to the end
withoutever making one false step."Ina word, he wasa man, that whoever shall, after hhn,
deserve best of the Englishnation,he canneverthink himself
but tell them, thatthe question wasnow, whether they wouldpreserve the
most bitter and most implacable enemy they had. That he knew the
Lord Capel very well, andknew that he would be the last man inEng-
land that would forsake the royal interest;that he had great courage,
industry and generosity;that he had many friends who would always
adhere to him;and that as long as he lived, what condition soever he
waa in, he would be a thorn in their sides, and therefore for the goodof
the Commonwealth, he should give his vote against the petition— a
petition presented by Lady Capel, which occasioned a great debate.
Ireton's hatred of him was immortal;he spake of him, and against him,
as of a man of whomhe washeartily afraid, and so, after a long debate,
though there wasnot aman who had not a value for him, and very few
whohad aparticular malice or prejudice against him, he was cast."* "

Lord Capelkept abountifulhouse," said hisgrandson of him, "and
shewed forthhis faithby his works,extending his charityin such abundant
manner to the poor, that he wasbread to the hungry, drink to the thirsty,
eyes to the blind, andmight be justly styled a great almoner to the King
ofkings."— Lady Theresa Lewis's Lives,from the Clarendon Gallery,
Vol. i.,p.252.
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undervalued,whenhe shaU hear that his courage,virtue and
fidelity, is laidin the balance with, and compared to that of
the LordCapeL"

The historianGuizot gives a most affecting record of this
great man's last days on earth— his imprisonment,trial,and
execution. This account is so deeply touching that no
apologyis thought needful for its insertion as a supplement
to LordClarendon's. He says, "The LordCapel, regardless
of hisposition,when,a few daysafter, amoreimportant trial—
that of the king— commenced, with theenthusiasmof ahigh-
minded gentleman and of a valiant soldier, wrote fromhis
ceU in the Tower on the 15thJanuary,1649, to CromweU to
represent to him the enormity of such a crime,and to conjure
him to save theking.

" '
Ifrankly give you leave,'he said in this remarkable letter, 'nor do

Ivalue the inconvenience it could draw along with it, that there is not
that honest expedient in the world to serve him by, that Iwould not
hazardmyselfin toemploy for him;nor do Iknow what earthly felicity
it is, whichcouldbe so welcome tomeasto advance a stepbeyond anyother
in my duty towards him. But my present condition refuseth me the
abiUty of any thing else but that ofinvocating the favour of God for him,
and makingmy addresses to you,whom Itake to be the figure that gives
the denomination to the sequence of a great many ciphersthat foUowyou.'

"He then set forth at great length, andinterms sometimes
of reproach, and sometimes of flattery, aU the motives of
religion, justice, poUcy, duty, honour, interest, pride and
personalambition, wbichmight combine to influence Crom-
weU's decision; andhe concluded with these words:—
" 'Sir, my conclusion ahall be veryplain, becauae youmay thereby be

the better assured of my sincerityin all the rest. The ancient constitu-
tions andpresent laws of this kingdom aremy inheritance and birthright,
andif any shaU think to imposeuponme that whichis worse than death,
whichis the profane and dastardly parting from these laws, IwiU choose
thelesser evil, which is death. Ihave also a right in Kingship, the
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protectorof those laws. This is also, by a necessity and conjunction
with that other, dearer tome thanlife." '

And lastly,in this 3King ismy presentright, and also obUgations of
inestimable favours received from him. Iwould to God my Use could be a
sacrifice to preserve his! Could youmake it anexpedientto serve that
end, trulyIwouldpayyoumore thanks for it than you wiU aUow yourself
from aU your other merits from those youhavemost obhged, and die your
most affectionate friend,' " 'Capel.'

"CromweU returned no answer to this letter,but he did
not forget it. He possessed that pitUess sagacity which,
whUe it enabledhim to recognise thevalueof an enemy,only
convinced him of the necessity of putting him out of the
way.

"At his trial Lord Capel was not onlydignified— he was
haughty and undaunted. Without paying any attention to
the court, he gazed severelyon the audience, as if to reproach
them with thecomplicity of their presence. He maintained,
that by the terms of the capitulation of Colchester, and the
explanationsof theLordGeneral Fairfax himself,his lifehad
been secured to him. 'Iam a prisoner of war,' he said;'I
had a fairquarter givenme, and aU the gowns in the world
havenothing to do withme.' In any case, hedemanded to
be tried by his peers: 'Though kings and lords be laid
aside, yet the fundamental laws of the land,' he said, 'are
still in force.'"He caUed the attentionof the court to Magna Charta and
the Petition of Eight;he desired to see his jury, and that
theymight see him; and said, 'he believed that a precedent
couldnotbe given of a subject tried for his Use, but either
by biU in Parliament, or by a jury.' In reply,President
Bradshaw told him 'that he was tried before such judges
as the Parliament thought fit to assign him, and who had
judged a better man than himself.' When the Attorney-
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General concluded by demanding that he should be banged,
drawn, and quartered, Lord Capel 'seemed to startle,' but,
speedUyrecovering himself he told the court, 'thathowever
he was dealt with here, he hoped for a better resurrection
hereafter.'

"
The execution was fixed for the foUowing day, the 9th

of March, 1649. During the night Lord Capel requested
his friend Dr. Morley,who had visited him inbis prison, to
administer to him the sacrament.

"
Idesireto receive it,"

he said, "froma minister of the king's party, and according
to theUturgy of the Church ofEngland"IthinkIcannot accuse myseU of any great known sin,
committed against the light of my conscience,but one only,
and that is, the giving my vote in Parhament for the death
of my Lordof Strafford;whichIdid against my conscience,
not out of malice to theperson of the man, but outof abase
fear, and carried away with the violence of a prevailing
faction; for whichIhave been, and am, heartily sorry, and
haveoften with tearsbegged,and,Ihope,obtainedpardonof
Almighty God. J£ you think it neccessary or fit,Iwill
confess this great and scandalous sin of mine, together with
the cause of it,openly upon the scaffold, to God's glory,and
my ownshame.

"Dr. Morley encouraged him in this virtuous intention.
The next morning, Lord Capel's famUy visited him

—
bis

wife, his eldest son, two of his uncles, and his nephew,aU
together, for they werenot permitted to see him separately.
He kept them withhim an hour,lovingly but sadly endea-
vouring to sustain their courage, and to address to themhis
last counsels. 'Iwouldnot,' he said to his son, 'Iwould
not have you neglect any honourable and just occasion to
serve your kingand country withthe hazardof yourlife and
fortune; yet Iwould have you to engage yourseU—

as I,
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thanks be to God for it ! have done— neither out of desire of
revenge, nor hopeof reward, butout of a conscience of your
duty only. The best legacyIcan leave you is my prayers
for you, and a verse of David's Psalms, whichIcommand
you, upon my blessing, to make a part of your daUy prayers,
asIhave always made it a part of mine, viz.:— "Teach me
thy way, 0 Lord, and lead mein a plainpath."* ForIhave
always loved plainness and clearness both in my wordsand
actions, and abhorred all doubUngand dissimulation,and so
Iwould bave you do also.'

"Whenthemomentofpartingarrived,LadyCapel'sstrength
saUed her, and she was carriedaway in a fainting fit. 'WeU,
doctor,' said Lord Capel, as soon as he was left alone with
bis friendDr.Morley, 'thehardest thingthatIhad to dohere
in this worldisnow past— the parting with this poorwoman.
Ibelieve Ishall be caUed upon presently to go to the
place whereIam to take my leave of all the rest of the
world, and,Ithank my God,Ifindmyself very weUdisposed
to it and prepared for it. Iam in good hope that whenI
come to die, Ishall have nothing else to do but to die only.'
Yet be wrote twice to his wife, during the short interval
between their separation and the scaffold. 'Let me live
long in thy dear memory,Ibeseech thee;sorrow notunso-
berly,unusuaUy;God beunto theebetter than an husband,
and to my children better tban a father. Iamsure He is
able to be so;Iam confident he is graciously pleased
to be so.' ...."LordCapelappearedlast,and aloneon the scaffold. 'Sir,'
said the officer who commandedthe execution, 'is yourchap-
lain here?

' 'No,' he replied, 'Ihave taken leave of him;
'

and, perceiving thatsome of his servants were weeping,he
* Lord Capel waB a very pious man, and in his youthhad written a

book ofmeditations, not pubUshedtill after his death.
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said, 'Bestrain yourselves, gentlemen; restrain yourselves.'
Then turning to the officer, he asked, 'Did the lords speak
with their hats off or no1!' 'With their hats off,' replied
ColonelBeecher. LordCapel thentookoff hishat, and spoke
briefly and firmly, showing equal frankness and decision as a
royalist and as a Christian."He did as he had promised Dr. Morley;he accused
himself of his vote against Lord Strafford. 'I do here
profess to you,' he said, 'thatIdid give my vote to that
bUl against the Earl of Strafford.* Truly this,Imay say,I
had not the least part nor degree of malice in doing of it.
ButImust confess again, to God's glory,and the accusation
of my own frailty,and the frailty of my nature, that truly it
was unworthy cowardice not to resist so great a torrent as
carried that business at that time.'

"
People and soldiers, friends and strangers, allbeheld him

die,withmingledfeelings of admiration andrespect.

ftjjc $Wi. iStoo%afr's JUftrarg
DR. JOHN FELL.

Dr. FeU, the learnedand energetic Bishop of Oxford,and
editor of the folio volume containing the works which we
believe to havebeenwrittenby Mr. Woodhead, was bornin
1625, and in his eleventh year was entered a student of
Christ Churcb, Oxford. At the breaking out of the civil
war he took armsin the cause of Charles I., and, aftersome
training ingarrison at Oxford, became an ensign. In1648,
being then inholy orders, he was ejected by the Parliamen-
tary visitors. In 1660, he was appointed Prebendary of

* In the "Biographia Britannica," Vol. U., p. 1161, Art. Capel, are
these words, following Strafford:— "Idoubtnot,but God Almighty hath
washed that away with more precious blood, and that is, with the blood
of his own Son, and my dear Saviour Jesus Christ."— See Appendix,
Note F.
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Chichester; Canon, and afterwards Dean of Christ Church;
and oneof theroyal ChaplainsinOrdinary. He immediately
applied himself to the moral elevation and outward adorn-
ment of his College, and restored discipline to the great
advantage bothof learningandreligion. Herepaired ruinous
edifices, and raised new and extensive buildings, chiefly at
his own cost. From 1666 to 1669 Dr. FeU was Vice-
CbanceUor of the University, and during that time he
reformedmany abuses, personally visitedthe chambers of the
students and marked their progress. He took a lively
interest inprinting, and carried out the unfulfilled designof
Archbishop Laud.

He was a bold and most uncompromising defenderof the
rights of the University, and when in 1675 he was elected
Bishop of Oxford, he was still retainedDeanfor the benefit
of itsinterests. Ithasbeensupposed thatDr.FeU's excessive
labours, and his dread of a change of religionunder James
IL, shortened his days. Hedied in July, 1686, to thegreat
lossof learning, the University,and the Church of England.
He was a keenobserverof menand tbeirmerits, apainstaking
overseer of his clergy, and a zealous defender of the Church.

DR. HENRY HAMMOND.

The pious Dr. Hammond, most justly considered an
ornament to the age in which he lived, is tbe next inorder.

HenryHammond*wasborninthe viUageof Chertsey,inSur-
rey, in1605, and in1618 wassufficiently advanced inscholar-
ship,thoughthenonlythirteenyearsof age, for admission into
the University,and was entered atMagdalenCoUege,Oxford.
Here he enjoyed the friendship of many pious and learned
men;among othersthat of the distinguished Jeremy Taylor,

» Dr. Hammond wrotean introductory letter to"The Whole Duty ofMan," pubUshed in 1658.
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afterwards Bishop of Down and Cannor. InJune, 1625,he
took the degree of Master of Arts, and some idea maybe
formed of his early habits from the fact that during the
whole period of his residence in the University, hedevoted
thirteen hours a day to study and reflection.

Dr. Frewen was at that timeFresident of Magdalenand a
great admirer of Hammond's piety and talents. It was
through his instrumentality that the Uving of Penshurst,in
Kent, was offered by the Earl of Leicester to the young
divine, and a more desirable appointment could hardly have
been made. From 1633 to 1643 he had thepastoralcareof
the flock at Penshurst, and was as much devoted to, as he
was beloved, by it. But the evil times then prevaUing*
drove him from his charge, and soon after we find him a
captive inOxford. The tenweeks of confinement to which
he was there subjected, were spent by himinstudy and the
exercises of devotion,and after various trials and disappoint-
ments, he was permitted to seek the friendly shelter of
Westwood, inWorcestershire, the seat of Sir Johns and the"goodLadyPakington," as she wasalways caUed.

There he was accounted a most worthy and honoured
guest, and as a spiritualpastor to the household overwhich
hepresided,he was looked up to withreverence and affection.
Dr. Hammond's piety and learning made him a bright
ornament of that church to whose spiritual interestshehad
devoted the best years of his life,and of whose final triumph
he felt secure.

"Pondering," as he says, "the tempers of men, and the
so mutablehabits of theirminds," he felt confident that in a
few years, when the pleasureof the change should cease with
itsnovelty, "reason wouldcome back in the cool of the day,

* See Appendix,Note G.+ Sir John Pakington wasa zealous royalist.
L
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and the nation would again buUdup tbe prostrate church."
Inspeakingof him as anauthor,Dr. Fell remarks, " thathe
wrote with a mUdness which can only be accounted forby
the fact, thathis closet was his library, and that he studied
mostupon his knees." Inhis lastsickness, when one of his
friendsprayed with much earnestness for his restoration to
health, hesaid, "Iobservethat your zeal spends itself aUin
that one petition for my recovery; in the interim you have
no care of me in my greatest interest, which is, thatImay
be perfectly fitted for my change when God shaU callme;
Ipray let some of your fervourbe employedthat way.

"His body was deposited in the vault of that generous
family whose friendship andprotection hehad enjoyed during
so many years of his life." He died in April, 1660,
aged 55 years.*

DR. RICHARD ALLESTRV.

Eichard AUestry associated with Abraham Woodhead and
Obadiah Walker in the "Paraphraseand Annotations upon
all the Epistles of St.Paul," a work of considerablelabour
and research, was a native of Shropshire, born in 1619, and
educatedattheGrammarSchool,Coventry,t HeenteredChrist
Churcb, Oxford, at fifteen years of age. But in the early
part of his life his studies were greatly interrupted by the
troubles occasionedby the civil warswhichbroke out at that
time. In 1641 he entered the royal service with other
students, and served a volunteer as a private soldier. He
was frequently to be seen withthe musketinone hand and
a book in the other, for learning and loyalty were his
distinguishing characteristics.

A most tender friendship existed between AUestry
* Vide Dr. Fell's "Life ofDr. Hammond."
t Encyclopedia Brit.
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and Dr. Hammond,* who left him his valuable library,
assigning as a reason that he well knew his books, in AUes-
try's hands, wouldbe useful weapons for the defence of that
cause hehad so vigorouslysupported. This valuable library,
along withhis own, Dr. AUestry, at his death, bequeathedto
the University. He was in 1663 made Eegius Professorof
Divinity,and two years after,Provost of EtonCoUege.

His original biographer— Dr. FeU— thus portrays his
character:—
"

Hismind, thatnobler partof him, was composedby an extraordinary
indulgence of nature;those faculties, wbich in others used tobe single,
and are thought necessary tobe so, were united inhim. Memory, fancy,
judgment, elocution, great modesty and no less assurance, a compre-
hension of things andfluency of words; anaptness for the pleasant, and
sufficiency for the rugged parts of knowledge;acourage to encounter, and
an industry to master all things, make up the character of his happy
genius. From his first childhood he had a strongimpression of piety,
and the duties he owed toGod and men."

Inhis constitution he had a great deal of warmth and vigour, which
made him apt to take fire upon provocation;buthe was well aware of it,
and kept a peculiar guard upon that weak part;so that his heat was
reserved for the great concernsof the honour of God, and the service of
his Prince and country, wherein he was altogether indefatigable, andin
the most dismal appearances of affairs would never desert them, nor
despair of their restoration."

There wasnot inthe worldamanof clearer honesty and courage;no
temptationcould bribe him to do abase thing, of terror affright him from
thedoingof agoodone. This madehis friendships aslastingandinviolable
ashis life, without the dirty considerations of profit, or sly reserves of
craft;not the pageantryof ceremonious address, or cold civUity;much
less the servile falseness of obsequiousflattery.

» Anaffecting incident is relatedinsome ofthe noticesof Dr. AUestry's
life in reference to his friendDr. Hammond:— "After AUestry had been
imprisoned at Lambeth House, on his release, returning to visit his
friends, and among others the learned Dr. Hammond, then residing at
Sir John Pakington's Mansion, Westwood, he met the corpse at the gate,
being carried to the grave!

"
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"His conversation was always cheerful and entertaining, especiaUy in
the reception ofhis acquaintanceathis table, and friendly visits. He was
exceedingly tender of saying anything thatmight administer offence, or
reflect uponanyone's reputation. There wasnoperson whomore Uterally
verified the saying of the wise man, that

'
much study was a weariness of

the flesh.'
"Afterhis day's work,he wa3 used tobe as faint and spent, as if he

hadbeen labouring all the time with the scythe or flaU;andhis intention
of thought made such waste upon his spirits, thathe was frequentlyin
hazard, while at study, to fall into a swoon, and forced to rise from his
seat and walk about the room for some time before he could recover
himsetf."

His contempt of the world was veryextraordinary, andinhis large
and constant charities, bothby settled pensions to indigent persons and
families, and occasional alms, so also his bounteous hospitaUty. But the
uncontrollableproof ofcontempt ofthe world,is,his dyingpoor— hehaving
neverduring his Use purchased an inch of ground, nor any annuity, or
lease, to the value of a penny— nor didhe take care torenew the patri-
monial estate whichhe heldby a lease for life.*"His greatest treasure washis library, which was indeed a considerable
one, both for the number of books and choice of them;but these he
disposed of by deed before his death to the University of Oxford for tha
use of his successors in thechair. Though he hung thus loose from the
world, he neither was negUgent in secular affairs, nor unskilful in the
managery of them;which was made manifestby his dexterous discharge
ofthe private trusts committed tohim in behalf of his dead friends, and
the administration ofhis pubUc employments. He was for several years
treasurer of Christ Church, in a busy time of their repairing the ruins
made by the intruding usurpers;and amidst the necessary avocations of
study, found leisure for a full discharge of thattroublesome employment."Inthe managery of the business of the chair of divinity, ashe per-
formed the scholastic part with great sufficiency in exact and dextrous
untying the knots of argument, and soUd determination of controverted
points, sohe wasnot oppressedby thefame of any of his most eminent
predecessors. Hisprudence was very remarkable in the choice ofsubjects
tobe treated on;for he wasted not time and opportunity in the barren
insignificant parts of school divinity, but insisted on the fundamental

» Itis proper to remark thatDr. AUestry died a bachelor.
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grounds of controversy between the Church of England and the most
formidable enemies thereof.

"By his judicious care herein, though he found the University ina
ferment, and a greatpart of its growing hopes sufficiently seasoned with
ill prepossessions, he sobrought it topass, that during the whole tract ot
seventeen years thathe held the chair, there was no factious bandying ol
opinions,nor petulant sidings onaccountofthem;which things disturbed
thepeace of the last age,andhelped forward to inflame those animosities,
which ended in the execrable mischiefa of the civU war.*" Upon the 28th day ofJanuary in the year1680, this exceUentperson
after a life spent in indefatigable studies, and faithful endeavours for his
religion, his king and his country, and after the patientsufferance ofa
long andpainful sickness, with Christian resignation and full assurance,
renderedhis soul into the hands of God;and on the first of February he
was decently interred in the choir of the Collegiate Church, at Eton, on
the northside of the communion table. Over hia grave was soon after
laid ablack marble stone with this engraventhereon:—'Ricardus Allestree Præpositus, obijt 28Jan. 1680.'
Andon the north-waU his executorserected to his memory amonument
of white marble withan inscriptionuponit inLatin."

Dr. AUestry wrote and transmitted to posterity, besides
his share in the "Paraphrase and Annotations upon aU the
Epistlesof St.Paul," alreadyaUuded to, a volumeof exceUent
sermons infolio, beingforty innumber, part of them singly
pubUshedby himself,and the remainder byDr.FeU, Bishop
of Oxford, afterhis death, in1684. Prefixedto this volume,
and facing the title page, is a portrait of him with this
inscription:— "Bichardus Allestry S.S.T. Professor
Eeg. Oxon. Ædis Chr. Canonicus Coll. Ætonensis
Præpositus Eeg. Maiestati a. Sacris, &c."

* The Preface toDr. AUestry's Sermons.
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CHAPTER IX.
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—
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EXTRACTS FROM THEM
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—
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—

THE SEVERITY OF

THE CLIMATE IN FORMER TIMES
—

THE SANITARY CONDITION
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ACCOUNT BOOK
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AND FROM MR. BENJAMIN ARMYTAGE'S CASH

BOOK.

farisfe mistas.
JjTjfilE oldparish registers of the sixteenthand seventeenth
VJ^ centuries, which have escaped the destructiveeffects of
time, containmany curious and valuable notices of persons
and events nowhere else to be found,by wbich theyafford
some insight into the localhistory ofthedistricts towhich they
belong, and of which they were probably,during that period,
the only records preserved. From 1500 to 1700, the
entries in them weregeneraUymade inLatin, which was the
language then mostly used by the clergy inpublicdocuments;
and as no specific forms were prescribed by authority, they
wereat Uberty toadd whatever noteor comment they thought
proper, toeachentry, whetherofbaptism,marriage, or funeral.
Of this license they appear tohave made occasionaUy a free
and judicioususe.

Inthe present authorised mode of making the entries in
the registers, excursiveness is altogether prevented, whUst
methodical uniformity is preserved, and doubtless, a greater
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degree of accuracy secured. No opportunity therefore, is
afforded for recording the occurrence of incidents which are
not admissible according to the prescribed form. This is to
be regretted, as, by a more comprehensivemode, the record
of many important events of historical value might be
preservedin them for the information of future ages.

THE REGISTERS OF MELTHAM CHAPEL.

The old registers of MelthamChapelrecord the names of
several famiUes which were apparently at one time well
established in the district, but which have since entirely
disappeared,and their very existenceis forgottenamong the
inhabitants. As an instancepf this

— "Campinett"— a name
once weU known at Meltham, but now not remembered,
evenby the oldest resident,may be mentioned.

The register of the chapel for 1669 commences with the
foUowingentry:—

Georgius Crosland Stæ &Individuæ Trinitatis CoUegn in Universitate
Cantabrigiensi & in A. B. suscepit Curam Animarum Melthamien:2o
Maij Ao. 1669. That is, George Crosland of the CoUege of the Holy
andundivided Trinity in the University of Cambridge, B.A. received the
Cure of Souls at Meltham 2nd ofMay in the year 1669.

1st Baptism. "
Martha fil :Isaaci Waterhouse Bap:18o Ap. 1669.

1st Funeral. Jacobus Kirkhead Sepult. 22o Maii 1669.
1st Marriage. Geo: Taylor & Elizab Shaw, Matrimonio Copulati

Novembr 30o. 1669.

In the year 1676, the foUowing registry of a marriage,
baptism,and funeral, in the same family quickly succeeded
each other:—

Johan Armytage&MariaBeaumontMatrimon Cop :* July 4th 1676.
"Johan:f:Johan Armytagede Thickhollings baptizatMay 18o Vivat

valeatque. Maria Ux:Johan Armytage Sep May ISo. 1677."

* The gentleman whose marriage is here recorded was John the eldest
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In the year 1670, there is another affecting record of
mortaUtyin the Kilner famUy:—

Guil:fil:Gml:Kilner bapt:Ap. 20, 1670.
Eliz:Ux.Guil:Kilner Sepult:llo Sept 1670.
Gml: fil: Gmlel: KUner Sep llo Sept 1670.

In this instance the mother and the son were both interred
on the sameday.

1670 Thomas Campinett & AdiUcias Dyson, matrimonio Cop :
Septr. 20.

This name, Campinett, occurs very frequently in the old
register.

Inthe year 1681 there arenoentries of any kind,and one
only in1682.

From 1699 to1716, fourteenmarriages are recorded. The
fifteenth is entered thus:—
"

Thomas Ramsden nupt:by virtue of Banns pubUshed and certified
by Mr.Parrott Cur:de Halifax Nov. 16th. 'The Lady's name is not
given.'

"
"1718 SarahUx Samles Firth Sep 27o & a Crysome* child buryed."
"1719. MeadandEUzabetha Sunderlandnupt:Mar 24o by virtue of a

Lycencegranted by Nathan Sharp Surrogate."

sonandHeir ofAnthony Armytage Gentn.by his wife EUzabeth Bynnea
ofBank End, whowas the sister of the Rev.ChristianBynnes— or Binns—
the first Curate of Meltham Chapel— 1651— John Armytage afore-
said, married Mary the widow of Godfrey Beaumont of South Crosland,
who died in1672 without issue, and bequeathedaportionof his property
toMeltham andHonley Chapels:Mary the relict of Godfrey Beaumont,
was, before her first marriage, Mary Waterhouse, eldest daughter and
coheir of James Waterhouse of Meltham. She was married as afore-
stated July 4th, 1676 to her second Husband John Armytage of Thick-
hollins, andhaving died inchildbed wasburied at Meltham on the 18 of
May 1677, the same day that her son was baptised. This son,John
Armytage of Thickholhns, was in 1716 one of the grand jury at York.
Hediedintestate the 14th,0f Novr. 1747.* "

Chrisom
"— A chUd that dies within a month after its birth

—
so

called from the Chrisom-cloth,a cloth anointed withholy unguent, which
the chUdren anciently woretUl they were christened.

—
Dr. Johnson.
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At the end ofthe list of namesregistered in 1711there is
the foUowing entry:

—
"July 5'h, and thus far was contained in the old Register hook, and

here it wasawanting tiU 1715."

There is a previousblank from 1705 to1711.

1720. Josephus f:WUU Goddard de Greave sep. 24o
Dat veniam Corris, VexatcensuraColumbas.
A remarkby the Revd- Mr. Kaye cur:de Meltham."Advenanomine Johan Smyth:Com. Lane:.Sep. 25 Aug
He died of the maUgnant Licolnshire Fever.
Jacobus Oldfield Clark Sep:Aug:27o
1722. Marthaf. Josh:Tinker de Upperthongue bap:25:July, five

fingers upon eachhand.
Sept. 18o- Onthis daya great flood.
1724, July 28th. Mean Bridge was finished by James Hacking and

JosephPickles workmen, for the sume of4. 7. 6. and the workmen gave
bond for securing the said bridge for 7 yearsnext coming.

John Armytage de ThickhoUings yeo: Chappelwarden, Abram Wood-
head, Netherthongue, yeo.Constable."

1725. A New Bible for the ChappeU,1. 7. 0
Common Prayer Book. 16. both bought by John

Armytage of ThickhoUings, yeom:July 29. Chappellwarden for the
preceding year.

1729 JosephMUlns aUas KingO'th' Cop* wasburied at Melthamby the
Overseer ofCrosland December the4th.

1730 James the son of George Taylor O'th' Royd, Clark wasbaptized
at MelthamNovember the 28.

1732. James the son of James Taylor O'th' Great House inMeltham
yeoman wasbaptized ibidMay the 17th.

1734 Mr WUliam Ripley Schoolmaater of Meltham was buried ibid by
Grace Eaatwood, October the 17th.

* It is to be observed that in 1726 the use of Latin in the register
ceases, and instead of the expression " de cop," or "deThickhoUings,""O'th' is substituted, thus

"
O'th' Cop," or,"O'th' ThickhoUings."
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1737 Thomas the son of Thomas MeUor O'th' Great House inMeltham
clothier, wasprivately baptized October the 30th.

1738 Matthew Waterhouse Uving with his sister at Peigh-hiU-Brow
wasburied in the chancel of Meltham, July the 29th." James Taylor O'th' FoxRoyd aUas 'Uttle Uncle,' Clothier wasburied
December the 20th.

1750. Grace the daughter of George Taylor Dryer at the UpperMUl
wasbaptizedby Mr- Rowley she being the first chUd he baptized October
the 21st.

1751. George the son of Joseph Taylor of Meltham, alias "young
Heybrow," Huntsman, wasburiedMay the18th.

1751 John Horsfall and Lucy Wilsonbothofthis Parish, weremarried
at Meltham June the oth The Bannshavingbeen three times regularly
published in the Parish Church ofAlmondbury, and nothing objected."

1762 Old Mis. Mary Armitage O'th' ThickhoUins wasburied in the
Chancel July the 27th."

The last entry ofFunerals is
—

"
Sarah Wood. Dau?:ofEdwd Wood 18th [Deer] 1812."

The last entryofBaptisms is—
"Nancy D of John & HannahTaylor BornNovember 28th 1812."

Also the foUowingentry:
—

"Sarah D. of David & Taphath Redfearn, born October 19th 1812
Enteredin the New Register whenpublicly baptized."

The same volume which contains the registers from the
year 1669 to thatof 1812, contains also, at the oppositeend
of the book, the Chapelwardens' accounts fromOctober 7th,
1723, to January 17th, 1742. In them are some curious
memoranda of which a few specimens are subjoined— on the
cover insideis the foUowing,— "July 21, 1727 :—
"

Mr Kenworthy joined with us for yeLeed's Mercury." 1726 Cleansing Chappell,1/." Imprimis, at Almonbury Court 5/ to a Passenger from Pensylvania /6d"SurpUsse Washing 2 years&mending, 2/6
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June141735 Pd Jno. Taylor for ringing &cleansing the Chappell 3/6

Surpliase Washing 1/-
"1739. Memorandum, That Widdow Barrot Pot was sold for one

shilling, and the same was given in exchange to X[topher] Tinker for
schoole Range, so that the Range that isin the schoole* does belongto it."

THE REGISTERS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF
ALMONDBURY.

Itmay not perhaps be uninterestingto someof the present
inhabitants of Meltham to learn from the Parish Eegister of
tbeir parentchurch

— Almondbury— the names borneby tbe" forefathers of their Hamlet
"

three hundred yearsago. At
that time only a few familieslived init inpastoralsimplicity,
with moors unenclosed, and lands undrained. It was Uttle
suspected then whatrich stores of blessings were laidup for
their successors in the future, when,by the advancement of
general civilization and scientific appliances, aided by indi-
vidualenterprise, theirnativeglens and barrenwastes should
be converted into busy seats of industry and wealth. The
present generationwould do weU to reviewand contemplate
the past, inorder to enablethemto valuerightly the physical
and social improvements of the agein which they Uve.

EXTRACTS OF ENTRIES IN THE PARISH REGISTERS
OF ALMONDBURY.

" 1558June." "Plague tyme." "Agnes the daughterof James Wod-
head of Meltham waabaptized the 10th<Jay. The sponsors were Antony
Oldfelde, AgnesParkyn andElizabeth Wodhead.

June— George Woddeheade the son of John of Meltham was baptized
the 14th day— the sponsors were George Woddehead John Eastwood &
Agnes Parkyn.

1558 October. Antony Hayghe the son of James of Meltham was
* The first school, which was built on the same site as that on which

the present stands, was erected in 1735;Mr. Benjamin Armytage, of
Thickhollins, gave the wood required for it. His note-book, now in the
possession of Mr.EdwinEastwood, statesthat "it came to £4. 8s. 6d."
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baptized the 27th day. The sponsors were Andreas— Antony Oldfelde*
&Agnes Butterworth.

Novemr — Isabella Parkyn the daughter of John of Meltham was

baptized the 10th day— the sponsors were John Waterhouse, IsabeUa
Waterhouse S. Agnes Greene.

1558 December— Agnes Taylyer the daughter of John of Meltham was
baptized the 15th day— the sponsors were, John Eastwodde Elizabeth
Hayghe &Joanna Waterhouse.

January— John Taylyer ofMeltham was buried the 10thday.
February— Antony Armitedge the son of John of ThickhoUyns was

baptized the llth day, the sponsors were Roger Greene, Anthony Oldfelde
& the wife ofHumfreyBeaumont.

1559 Apryll. Roger Greene the son of Roger of ThickhoUyns was
baptized the 25th day. The sponsors were Gilbert Beaumont, WiUiam
Lockwodde & the wife of John Parkyn.

Augustij. John Sykesthe son of Barnard ofHelme wasbaptized the 6th
day;thesponsors wereEdward Taylyer,John Eastwodde&AUciaHeryson.

Septembris. Antony Eastwodde the son of Richard of Meltham was
baptized the17thday. The sponsors were Antony Oldfelde John Taylyer
& Jane Taylyer the wife ofEdward.

Octobris.— James Hayghe the sonof WUliam of Meltham wasbaptized
the 15th day. The sponsors were James Taylyer James Woddeheade &
Joanna Gleydyll.

Novembris. Antony Dyson the son of John of Meltham was baptized
the19th day, the sponsors were Antony Oldfelde WyUiamDyson,&Agnes
Butterworth.

Joanna Eastwodde the daughter of John of Meltham Mylne
wasbaptized the 19th day: the sponaors were John Taylyer, Joanna
Thewlys &EUzabethEastwodde.

February. EdwardusHayghe the sonofJames of Melthamwasbaptized
the 21st day, the sponsors were John Bayleye Edward Taylyer & Agnes
Oldfelde.

1560 Maye. Edwardus Taylyer the son of Edward of Meltham was
baptizedthe 23rd day, the sponsors were Roger Greene Edwardus Taylyer
& Agnes Oldfelde

1560 Novembr Elizabeth Woddheade the daughter of James of Mel-
thambaptized the 10th day, the sponsors wereEdward Taylyer Elizabeth
Hayghe & Alice Beaumont.* Of Crosland Hall.
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Decembris. Henry Taylyer the son of John of Meltham wasbaptized
the 6th day:The sponsors were Henry Beaumont, GeorgeButterworthe
&EUzabeth Armytedge.

Apryll. IsabeUa Beaumont ye daughter of John of Meltham was
baptized the 13th day, the sponsors were John Taylyer IsabeUa Water-
house &Margareta Armytedge.

1561 Maye. Elizabeth Butterworthe ye dr of John of Meltham was
baptized the llthday, the sponsors were John Beaumont Joanna Parkyn
&Elizabeth Eastwodde.

June. John Waterhouse ofMeltham waa buried the 13th day.
Alicia Woddheade the wife of John of Meltham wasburied the17th day.
August. Thomas Armytedgeof ThickhoUyns wasburiedonthe26thday.
October. Joanna Dyson the daur of John of Meltham was baptized

the 28thday:the sponsors were EdmundDyson, IsabeUa Beaumont and
IsabeUa Bothomleye.

Novems Joanna Hayghe the daughter of James of Meltham was bap-
tized the1st day:the sponsors were Thomas ArmetedgeJoanna Brookes-
banke & Agnes Taylyer.

1562 January. Joanna Armytedgeyedaur of Johnof Thickhollynga was
baptized the 7th day. The sponsors were Rhychard Wylson, Joanna
Coldwell & Agnes Taylyer.

1562 Feby. John Taylier the son of Edward of Meltham wasbaptized
the 25th day:the sponsors were John Taylyer, James Hayghe &Agnes
Oldfelde wife of Antony.

June. Barnard Syks of Helme wasburied the 18thday.
Novembs. Elizabeth OUelde ye daur of Antony of Crosland HaU was

baptized the llth day: the sponsors were Richard Wodde, Elizabeth
Wodde &Anna OUelde."

Insomeof the earliervolumes of the Almondbury registers
there are not to be foundmany notes referring to occurrences
in the hamlet of Meltham. From 1556 to 1602, whenthe
population was smaU and sparse, events worthy of record
were necessarUy few; there is,however, one entry* written

* "
1559. WyUm Brygge yesonne off Jeferaye ofHelme was drowned

ye xxo day off October at Parke Mylne as he and one Humfrey Arcny-
tedge's horse corned over at a Hebble* or narrow Brygge a tempest off
wynde blewe him sodenly into [the] water for because off greate rayne* Hebble awoodenbridge.



158 HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

inthe quaintEnglishof thatperiod,shewingthatthe language
was, although then in its transition state, not inferior inits
descriptive power to the modern English. The writings of
Chaucer, Shakespeare, and other earlier poets, containsome
of the sublimest thoughts that can be conceived by man,
expressed in language of extraordinarypowerand beauty,and
it is naturaltodesireto knowmoreof a languagethatcouldbe
employed in its native force with such effect, not onlyby
men of genius,but by others in the ordinaryaffairs of life.
The epistolary correspondence,and the writtenrecordsof the
time, abound in terms bothquaint and expressive, touching
in their simplicity, and oftentimes very pathetic. Such, it
should be observed, are the characteristics of many of the
notes madeby tbe Eev.Mr. Staynton, Vicar of Almondbury,
who died and was buried there in 1597, aged 80 years.
These notes are writteninEnglish, as if the Latin tongue,in
which the registers were thenkept,hadbeenfound insufficient
for purposes of local description. The foregoingentry is one
of them, and a few such curiosities of the olden timemay not
be destitute of interest as specimens ofprimitiveEngUsh, and
the mode and style of itsconstruction."

1568. Rychard Hyrste off Mylnes Brygge commynge from Halyfax
Markett on Satyrdaye ye xijo daye of Fehruarie was through a greate
snowe left & stopped— the dryfte of snowe was so very [greate] &beynge
alone all Satyrdayenyghte peryshed and dyedonLynlaye Moore,not farra
from a Crosse called Hayghe Crosse,and was foundon the morrowe after,
his horae atandygnebye hym—

evenharde lyehym,and wasbrought home
to his owne house, & buryed at Almonburye Munday ye xiijo daye of
Februarye."

There is another pathetic incident related of a poor boy
yt feU ye day & nyght before the waterwas greate— andso by thatmeanes
he was drowned &his fellow saved. They were both [servants] unto one
Myles Wylson a taylyer by occupation, & his servannts.

'Keep usmost
merciful Lord from such a sudden & unexpecteddeath. Amen.'

"— Prayer
translated from the Latin.
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whoperished upon one of the moors. It is as foUows:—
" 1575. Willim ye sonne off WyUm Turnebull off ye age off xvioyears

or thereupon, was weather bette on Candlemas daye as he came from
Marsden and dyed on the More under a rawd or hedge, a Uttle from John
Hawkyearde house & was found on Sondaye after, at afternoone, and
buriede after V offye Clocke at nighte ye same daye wt Candle lyghte.

Another curious entry occurs relative to a sad tragedy at
Marsden, viz.:—
" 1594 December. EUzabeth the wife of John Eastwodde of Marsden,'quinto die precedente nocte sub hora Septima

' was cruelUe kylled
withanaxe as it was suspected by Oliver Hurste aneybour, & the Crow-
nerqueste goynge on her, thenburyed the tuesday after-beynge the tenthe
daye— yt was foure or fyve dayes after she was kylled, &much moneye
about V or Vj lb taken out, & for the same moneye slaynepiteously
to see."

The following note also, in its natural simplicity, is
highly expressive:—
" 1569, Jenett ye wife of John Marsden off Marsden by soden chanche

thexxijo daye off Julye slippedoff abrygge, as she wasbowne* to myUte
—

or as she cornedfrom yepastrie, thewaterbeynge upby ye reasonoff rayne
yt night pfc in ye mornynge,& was drowned,& foundagayne aboutone of
ye Clock, and wasburyed ye xxiiijo offJulye."

THE SEVERITY OF THE CLIMATE IN FORMER TIMES.

In the parish records there are also incidentalnotices of
another kind, but of considerablevalueinan historicalpoint
of view, which show that many advantages, privUeges, and
blessings,arenow enjoyed, to which former generations were
comparativestrangers. Beforetheopeningoutofthecoal-fields,
turf and peat and the underwood of the few forests around,
werealmost the only fuelused by the inhabitants throughout
theparishof Almondburyandthedistricts adjoining. Hence,

* A very common word in general use inYorkshire, which signifies
bound to, or going to.



160 HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

during theprotracted inclemencyof rigorouswinters, then so
frequent, their homes were destitute of many comforts now
realisedby tbe poorest cottagers, whichresulted innumerous
premature deaths.

It is to be noticed, in particular, that the moftaUty in
infant Use was excessive, especially in the outlyingparts of
the parish, caused to some extent by theirdistance fromthe
parent church. Baptism was, as a rule, not long delayed,
and infants in the depth of winter were taken all the way
fromMarsden, Meltham, Linthwaite, Bradshaw, Austonley,
and Holme, to the parish church to be baptised, and, very
frequently, a few days afterwards to be buried; and it is
painfulto reflectthat theirexposure on such long and dreary
journeysmay have beenaccessory to tbeir early death. The
present arebetter times, for which it weU becomes aU to be
thankful.

WhUe the physicalconditionanddomestic comforts of the
peoplehave been improving, it is most gratifying to find,on
consulting early records, that the climate has also become
ameliorated, and theseverity of the winters diminished. In
proofof this, severalentries in the register writtenin Latin,
much defaced and difficult to decipher, may be adduced.
The generalsense of one of them, when translated, asnearly
as can bemade out, is as follows :—
"Inthis year1614, there was so great a fall of snow, thatso much

hadnot beenknownbefore, according to the general belief in the memory
of living man— exceeding by far that great snow which fell in the year
1540,and whichboth in quantityand long continuance was truly remark-
able. Many travellers suffocati inhabit mortuos apud
Sadleworth et pochianisinqua.— Januarj die vicessimo."

Again, in the year 1634, there was a similar visitation,and
the thenVicar, the Bev. George Crosland, records in Latin,
in the Almondbury register, what follows:— "Hoc anno
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1634," &c. A Uteral and correct translation of thishas been
publishedbyMr. Morehouseinhis "Historyof Kirkburton"—

see page161
—

andruns thus:
—

"This year (1634-5) almost the whole winter was remarkable for frost
and cold;the snow was in such abundance and so drifted, that it was
scarcely possible to go out of doors to the cornmill or to the butchers.
Many traveUersperished in the storm through hungerand cold, at which
time the inhabitants of Over Thong bringing for burial the corpse of Mar-
maduke Pepper,were detained in Honley, and brought it to church the
foUowing day."This winter was much colder than that of the year 1614;so that it
might be called the greatest, the severest, and the longest. Itbegan on
the10thof of January, and lasted till the 3rdofMarch."

THE SANITARY STATE OF MELTHAM.

The sanitary conditionof the parish of Almondbury during
the time of the "peste," orplague, which visitedKirkburton
parish in1558, nextdemands some consideration. From the
absence in the registers of any entries relative to deaths from
it, itmay be naturally inferred that the hamlet of Meltham
happily escapedthat awful visitation. The township at that
timecontained only a small number of families, somewhat
isolated and widely scattered, with plenty of fresh air to
breathe and pure water to drink. The enjoyment of these
advantages, when accompanied by habits of sobriety and
cleanliness,are found to be the best preservatives of health,
and it isprobablyowing totheexistenceof theseamongmoun-
taineers that they are, as ageneralrule, less liable to epidemic
and febrUeattacks than those living in towns, or coopedup
in narrow glens, and brought of necessityinto closer contact
with each other. But to whatever cause it may be owing,
the fact is certain, that the cases of one family only are
recorded in the parish register of Almondbury during that

M
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sore visitation of adeath from the "peste," or plague, which
was thendesolatingKirkburtonto a frightful extent.

InHolmfirth therewereafewcases,andfivefatalonesoccurred
in a family*at WoodsomeMiU,ontheconfinesofKirkburton
parish, but just within the township ofFarnley Tyas andthe
parish of Almondbury,in a housestiU in existence.

On consultingthe valuable reports of theBegistrar General,
and those of sanitary associations,it is ascertained that the
prevalence of an epidemic or infectious disease does not
necessarUy imply an increase of the "general death rate."
Itisnatural to inquire, therefore, ifsuch was the caseinearly
times, and the parish registers furnish reliable information
on thispoint.

Mr. Morehouse, in his "History of Kirkburton," awork
abounding in extensive research and minute observationof
facts, shows that in the great plague of 1558, whichvisited
the parish of Kirkburtonand spread terror among aUclasses,
the deaths from ordinary sickness did not vary much, if at
aU, from tbe generalaverage of 134 years, takenfrom 1551
to 1685, unless the mortality was increased by accidental
causes, such as the "sanguinary contests of the civU war,"
years of scarcity, or other casualties.

The first appearance of the plague was in June, 1558
— it

continued inall itsmalignity till the foUowing October, when
no less than 120 persons had fallen victims to it— whfle
during the wholeof thatfatal yearonly thirty-sevennamesare
recordedintheregisterashavingdiedfromordinarycomplaints.
It is further added, that the first entry in the parish register
took place on tbe llthof June, from which dateone or more
deaths occurred dailyup to to the 23rd, after which no dates
are given. Opposite to the latter entry is written "Plague
tyme."

* The Scammonden family.
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"

During these four sadmonths, there is neither baptismnormarriage
recorded!

"

Mr. Morehouse gives an ingenious statistical estimate of
the populationof the parish of Kirkburtonat that time, and
finds it equalto 2,100 persons.
"

Out of this number, no less thanabout120 individuals were carried
off by the Plague in the short space of four months,beingnearly six per
cent., ofthewhole population."

The writerof these remarks hasbefore him an exact trans-
cript of theentryrelativetotheScammonden famUypreviously
aUuded to, as alsoof every name recordedinthe first volume
of the parishregister of Almondbury, commencing in 1556
and ending in 1602, several extracts from wliich werelong
ago communicatedby the thencurate, the Bev. Walter Smith,
to Dr. Whitaker, who published them in his well-known
work, "Loidis andElmete," 1816. The register is written
in the abbreviated Latin of that time, and is now much
defaced and rendered almost Ulegible by decay; but the
translation of this particular case asgiven by Dr. Whitaker
is upon the whole correct. In the margin tbere is the
foUowingnote:—

"Plaga ad Woodaome Mylne, in domo Scammonden"— Thomas Scam-
monden, Robert, Ralph, Dorothea and Elizabeth, chUdren of the same
Thomas,died of the Plague. Inthe first place, Robert the sonof Thomas," wasburied on the 26o dayof July (1558) at 10 o'clock at night, by WU-
liam andBeatrix his brother and sister. Ralph wasburied onthe 27° day
of July, at 9 o'clock at night, by the said WUliam and Beatrix, Thomas
and EUzabethhis daughter wereburied together onthe 30o, atnineo'clock
atnight bybis wife, and the said WUliam and Beatrix. Dorothea was
buried on the 10th ofAugustat seven, byhermotherandbrother WiUiam.'These simple but touching recitals teU but tooplainly their own sad
story!

'"*
The

"History of Kirkburton," page llth.
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The tremulous character of his handwriting under such
appalling circumstances sufficiently indicates the feelings of
the vicar, Mr.Staynton,at tbat time. During thefive months
that the plaguewasravagingKirkburtonparish, twelveburials
only arerecorded in the register of tbe extensive parish of
Almondbury;not a single burial is entered from Meltham,
only one fromHonley, two from Austonley, one from Cros-
landFosse, one fromLockwood, onefrom ThongsBridge, one
from Longroyd Bridge, and not one from Farnley Tyas,
except the very sad ones relatingto the Scammonden famUy.
Thus the general health must have been good, the "death
rate

" beingmuch belowtheaverage,and thediseases through-
out this favoureddistrict of the ordinarykindonly, or other-
wise it wouldhave been,no doubt,dulynoticed.

In theyear 1563, there was a solitary instance of another
visitation of the plague within the parish,and the foUowing
affecting recordof it is found inwritingnot easUydeciphered,
the Latin textbeingmuch abbreviated:—
"Henry Beaumont of Lockwood wasburied on the 7thday of Septem-

ber, after sunset,Inot doubting (non dubitabam) that he had died of
the

'
Peste

'or plague, byhis wife and little daughter, andwas brought to
the burial placeuponhorse back (super eqm dorsu) by them." *

Probably no one dared to accompany them for fear of
infection. The good and pious vicar adds a note descriptive
of the then mortaUty from the plague in London, and
concludes-—
"Clementissime deo, nos apeste et plaga defende per Iesu x

—
servator mxm. Amen.

'Most merciful God, defend us from the
Peste andplague, for the sake of JesusChrist our Saviour. Amen.'

"

The remarks on the value ofparish registers, as weU as the
extracts from those at Almondbury in the precedingpages,

* The aboveextract is translated from the Latin.
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havebeengenerously suppliedby the pen of a valued friend,
John Nowell,Esq., ofFarnley Wood. Tohisunwearied and
disinterested labours the parish is indebted for a complete
transcript of the first register at the mother church, which
consisted of mere loose and shattered leaves, from which
many of the entries had been weUnigh obUterated. The
executionof this undertaking, bothdifficult and tedious, in a
superiorstyle of caUgraphy,wiUdoubtlessbe dulyappreciated
by future posterity.

THE PLAGUE OF 1665 IN LONDON.

Of that most appallingvisitation, the plague, whichmade
itsappearanceinLondon in the year 1665, "Evelyn'sDiary,"
written on the spot, gives a graphic description. He says,
writingon the 16thof July, 1665 :

—
" There died of the Plague inLondon this week1,100, andin the week

following, above 2,000. Two houses were shut up inour Parish."

In September, the mortahty increased in London to ten
thousand weekly, and Evelyn, passing through the city,
observes thatit was

—
"A dismal passage and dangerous to see so many coffins exposed

in the streets,now thin of people;the shops shut up, and all inmournful
silence, asnot knowing whose turnmight be next."

Again,inOctober, he says:—
"To London, and went through the whole city, having occasion to

alight outof the Coachin severalplacesabout business of money, whenI
was environed with multitudes of poor pestiferous creatures begging alms;
the shopsuniversally shut up;adreadful prospect."

MeanwhUe, the pestUence was doing its fearful work at
Deptford, and, in September, he writes:—
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"Near thirty houses are visited in this miserableviUage, whereof one

has been the verynearest to my dweUing."

London was spared fromareturn of that desolatingmalady,

but thechastening hand of God still rested upon the city;
the fireof London added to the warnings and chastisements
abeadyinflicted, and called loudlyupon the nationto repent
Of that fearful visitation, Evelyn was an eye witness, and
perhapsno finerdescription of it canbe produced thanthat
which he gives inhis journal. Twoor three paragraphs from
this heart-rendingrecitalare here added:—
"1666, 2September. This fatalnight aboutten, beganthat deplorable

fire near Fish Street,inLondon."

It was raging aU through the foUowing day, and Evelyn
writes:

—
" The fire having continued all this night (ifImay call thatnight

which was light as day for ten miles round about, after a dreadful
manner), whenconspiring witha fierce eastern wind, ina verydry season,
Iwent on foot and saw the whole south part of the city burning from
Cheapside to the Thames,"&c.

He then describes the consternationand despondency of
thepeople,which, combined, seemedto paralyse aU action on
their part,and stupify rather thanrouse them. Headds:—
"All the sky was of a fiery aspect, Uke the top of a burning oven,and

theUght seen for above forty mUes round about for many nights. God
grantmine eyes may neverbehold the like, who now saw above 10,000
houses all in one flame;the noise, and crackling, and thunder of the
impetuous flames, the shrieking of women and chUdren, the hurry of
people, the fall of towers, houses, and churches, was like an hideous
storm, and the air all about sohot and inflamed, that at the last, one was
not able toapproachit, so that they were forced to standstill and letthe
flamesburn on, which they did for near two mUes in length, and one in
breadth. The clouds also of smoke were dismal, andreached upon com-
putation near fifty milea in length.
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"ThusIleft it this afternoon burning, a resemblance of Sodom, or the
last day. It forcibly called to my mind that passage 'We havehere no
abiding city;

'
the ruins resembUng the picture of Troy;London was,

but is no more!
"

Through the fourth and fifth days of September the fire
continued to rage, and was only checked in its destructive
progressby the blowingup of houses, andthe formingofwide
gapsbetweenit and the buUdings, whichmust otherwisehave
served as additionalfuel for it. October the10th wassetapart
as a day of nationalhumiUation, and a general fast was pro-
claimed throughout the wholecountry;for to thehorrorsof the
plague and of the fire had been added those of the sword,
as England was, at that period, engaged in war with the
Frenchand theDutch.

NOTES FROM MR. SAGAR'S ACCOUNT BOOK.

The foUowing notes taken from the Eev. Mr. Sagar's
account book, now in the possession of his grandson, Mr.
WiUiam Sykes,residing at Crosland Edge, and kindly per-
mittedby him to be madepubUc, are curious as showing the
simpUcity of the times inwhich they were written,and the
difference in the value of money at thatperiodas compared
with the present, as wellas the relativeprices of food:

—
"1744. Then Ibought of om- Landlord half a swine which comes to

0:19.0."
1744. August the 14th. Then Ibought of Thomas ChUd a sack of

malt. 0. 13. 6.
"1747. July the 31st. Then Igave to WUUam Hinchcliffe school-

master towards a quarter's wages, one shiUing."
1751. Then Igave for aPot of Butter weighing four pounds0. 1.4."1753. A Shoulder of Veal, eightpence." 1753. 3 pounds and a quarter of Mutton,eightpence." 1754. Novr. 29 ThenIbought of Ruth Taylor and her son Joseph,a

Quarter of Beef, which came to thirteen shUUngs.
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"1767. Leg ofVeal 1/."
1776. Mutton 3dper pound."Treacle 2_d per pound."
Amemorandum thatmy head was shavedJanuary the19th 1754."
A memorandum that Ipaid to Anthony Armitage Junior October the

9th 1754, the Queen's Rent, 1shilUng and threepence.
"Amemorandum that Ihad a new Riding Coat, and a newpair of

Serge Breeches made, finished, and brought by WilUam MarshonSatur-
day the 1st ofNovember 1760."

1763. Then Ilent to Sally* a Portugal piece of Gold twenty-seven
shiUings."

In the chapel wardens' accounts for the year 1739, there
is a quaint and curious entry respecting the school then
recently erected, for which Mr.BenjaminArmytage, of Thick-
hollins, gave the wood. Of that school, it is stated in the
Bev.Mr. Sagar's account book, that in the year 1747 Mr.
WiUiamHinchcliffe was the master. But there must have
been tuition carriedonsomewhere in the viUagebefore that
time, as the register of 1734 records the burialof

"Mr.WUliam Ripley,school-master ofMeltham, Octr. 17th."

The school itself was buUt probably in the year 1736, but
some timeprevious to that it is recorded that
"Matthew Lockwood by will dated the 23rd ofMay, 1715,directed the

interest of£20 to be paid to a school-master for teaching children in the
townof Meltham,EngUsh or Latin."*

EXTRACTS FROM MR. BENJAMIN ARMYTAGE'S
CASH BOOK.

Transcripts of a few entriesfrom Mr.BenjaminArmytage's
cash book are here added, access to which has beenkindly

* This lady, who was one of Mr. Sagar's daughters, was married to
Mr. WiUiam Sykes, the schoolmaster at Crosland.+ VideGeorgeLawton's "Collectio RerumEcclesiasticarum," Ed.1840.
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permitted by Mr. Edwin Eastwood. Some are curious,
particularly those relativeto the value of agriculturalproduce
and the price of food, entirelycorroborating the memoranda
in the Bev. Mr. Sagar's note book on this subject. Mr.
Benjamin Armytage was a tannerby trade, and consequently
had large dealings in oak wood, &c. The first entry here
given, pointsto tbis fact:—
" Feby.23. 1731. Sould David Man, John Ionson all ye okes and

ye ashes in ye Greenhead spring for 2. 10. 0. and to pay ye ofMay
in ye year 1742."

Again, there is another entry about wood:—
"November ye 27. 1739. Madea greement with Josh:for to cut cord

wood for me in ye pimroyd for 0. 2. 8. per cordAppelyarde Wood at
0. 1. 8. per cord, and he is to do yepimroyd first, andIam to set on
help in yeuperwood, if Isee proper, and he is to do them betwixt and
ye

___
ofFebr next, by useIgave earnist. 0. 0. 6. Jenery ye27. Pade

him 0. 10. 6."April 17. 1740 Pade him more 1. 10. 0.

And again:
—

"February yeIV day 1739. Thomas Windle made a greement with
him tocut and cole ye wood and he is to have 0. 9. 0. per eorde Igave
him Earnist 0. 0.6."

Mr. Armytage also makesother entries:
—

"
1735. Sould a Cow for 2. 12. 6." 1736. Sould 10 Ewes at 4 shUlings and 4 pence apiece,"
1736. Had a Cow and Calf for 2. 17. 0."1747 April. Sould John Armytage, 15 Ewes and Lames at 0. 8. 0.

per Ewe 7 Wethers at 0. 7.0. per Wether."
Andhe pays George Talor for a Layn of Veal 0, 1."In1736. For a Shoulder ofMutton.1. 2. LegofVeil.1. 2."

The foUowing shoe account in the year 1739 is certainly
curious:—
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1pair ofmy own shooes 0 4 0
1pairmy wife 0 2 6
1pair Ben Sister 0 2 6

George Meller 0 3 6
1pare Cloggs soled andheele peeced 0 0 8
My Bootesmending 0 0 7

Mr.Benjamin Armytage has also left onrecord some notes
respectinghisman servant:—

"1743. PadehimwhenhewenttoSlaithwaite at ye feaste 0 10
At Saddelworth 0 1 2
More at Saddelworth 0 0 10
To pay for aHatt 0 2 0

He lostIa day whenhe cut ofhis haire
Pade him atBartholomew 0 1 0
Pade him atHonley feaste 0 1 0

Loste1day
Sepr ye 13. When ye MeainBridge was takendown1day

My Wife padehim in cash 0. 2. 0.

This man, whose name was Benjamin, began his year in
February, 1743, and was to have four pounds per ann, for
his services.

InMrs.BenjaminArmytage'saccountsare the following:
—

An Apron2d
Carrots 2d
Cabidg Id

Itis to be observed that then, asnow, a certain degreeof
proportionexisted betweenproduce,labour,and manufactures,
as the foregoing extractsplainly evince.
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CHAPTEK X.

THE CHAPEL OF 1786—
THE USE MADE OP THE MATEBIALS OF

THE CHAPEL OF 1650-51— THE COMPLETION OF THE CHAPEL

OF 1786 THE ORGAN
—

THE CHANDELIER
—

THE HEV. EDMUND
ARMITSTEAD

—
THE REV. LEWIS JONES

—
THE ERECTION OF THE

TRANSEPT AND TOWER IN1835—
THE PEAL OF BELLSOBTAINEDIN

1836—
THE INSCRIPTIONS UPON THEM

—
THE REV. JOSEPH

HUGHES THE NEW BURIAL GROUND IN 1851— THE NEW

HEATING APPARATUS IN 1857—
A NEW PULPIT ERECTED IN THE

THE SAME TEAR
—

A NEW ORGAN ERECTED IN 1859— THE REV.

EDWARD COLLIS WATSON
—

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS
—

THE
NATIONAL AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS

—
THE EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS

OF THE YEAK 1864 THE NEW SCHOOLS PROJECTED SHOWN
TO BE MUCH NEEDED.

%\t Cfcand of 1786.

2jlIF does not appear that the pubUc spirit which in the
æM year 1650 led the inhabitants of Meltham to supply
themselves witha chapel of ease for the worship of Almighty
God, hadbeenextinguished inthatof 1785, when they again
met together to consider the propriety of erecting for them-
selves a larger and more commodious church. The former
edifice had stood for 135 years,and its thendecaying waUs,
and limited accommodation for the wants of an increasing
population, caUed for immediate and strenuous exertion

—
nor was this wanting.

As a first and necessary step, theyappUed to Parliament
for the required powers, and on the 29th July, 1785, a
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faculty* was granted to re-buUdthe chapel, and in vol. xviii.,
page298, ofthe "ParliamentarySurvey,"t it is recorded:

—
" That the inhabitants of Meltham-Half, in the said parish— Almond-

bury— are now buUding another chapel within the same parish, and in
regard that it is almost six miles remote from the Parish Church, and
about 80 inhabitants are fit to repair to it, we do desire on their behalf,
some maintenance from the ParUament for aminister."

The valueofthe Uvingin 1707, and probably evenlateron,
is stated tohave been£34. 3s. 6d.perannum;buta document
in 1716, rates it at £40 per annum, wellpaid, namely, £20
raised upon houses, "which," saysMr.Eadcliffe,aninhabitant
of Meltbam, "was,Isuppose, settled when the chapel was
consecrated, and £20 more since given inland."

That in theyear 1785 only "eighty inhabitantswere fit,"
that is were of age to repair to the chapel, is a clear proof
that the population was at that time small, and this shows
that even a very Umited number of persons,united inheart
and hand, and puUing steadily together, may effect much.
The inhabitants of Meltham had tested this fact before, and
theywere then about to test it again. All the preliminary
steps which werenecessary havingbeentaken, the demolition
of the old edifice was decidedupon. A notice of the day on
which it commenced has been preserved in the diaryof the
Bev. Mr. Murgatroyd, the master of the Slaithwaite Grammar
School, who writeson July 6th, 1786, "Ihear they are this
morningtaking downMelthamChapel."

THE MATERIALS OF THE CHAPEL OF 1650.

The materials^ of the firstchapelwereused inpart for the
* A briefhadbeen granted for it in 1782,but that must havebeen for

therepairs ofthe old chapel.+ See Appendix, note G.
J Among these was a stone from the old chapel on which is the date

1651rudely carved. This was preserved and introduced into one of the
side posts of the west door, whereitmay stiU be seen.
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second,* and the residue sold to the masons. A portionof
these was appliedto the buUding of a fullingmUl,tand the
stone pinnacles, which had ornamented the porchof the old
chapel, weremade use of to adornoneend of the new miU.
What more remained of the materials, went towards the
buUding of a cottage situated close to the Pinfold,and not
far from the chapel. In tbis cottage the old east windows
were inserted, and are in existence at this day. Itis tradi-
tionally stated, thatinmaking the contract with the masons,
the oldbell was entirely forgotten, and that these worthies
refused togive it up, except on the condition of its being
filled withale. This, or an equivalentbeinggranted,it was
restored to the proper authorities,and eventuallyhungin the
beUry of the new chapel, to summon the inhabitants of
Meltham to Sabbathworship in the new, as it hadpreviously
donein the old. This beU came originaUy from Almond-
bury,andbore the date of 1736. Ithadprobably done duty
inthe first chapel for fifty years,and was destined to further

* The second orpresent chapel wasbuiltby subscription. Mr. WiUiam
Brook, thenresiding at Thickhollins, was chapelwarden at the time of its
erection. The masons' contract for buUding it was150guineas;but even
then— 1785— it was anadmitted fact, and one the masons werenot slow
todiscover, that they had taken it at far too low an estimate, and only
madeverypoor wages out of it. They must,however, have fulfUled their
contract well, for the substantial walls and roof of the buUding, stUl ina
perfect state, bear witness tothe honesty ofthose who constructed them.

t This fulling mUl stood onapart of the site now occupied by apor-
tion of the Messrs. Brooks' cotton factory, and was built by Mr.
Nathaniel Dyson, out ofthe materials of the old chapel purchasedby him.
Some piecesofthe oak wood,however, still remained on hand after this
sale, and out of these a curious piece of furniture was constructed by a
man named Joseph Rouse, who applied for the wood work of the new
chapel. Onbeingdesired to give some previous proof of his skUl as a
workman, he took his tools and produced what was apparently only a
substantial oak dressing table, with three drawers init,but was found, on
closer inspection, to contain a writing desk, two side mirrors, several
secret drawers, and almost countless boxes one within another. Itis
needless to add that he was afterwards entrusted with the wood work of
the chapel. JosephRouse livedmany yearsafter its completionat York.
This wonderful dressing table is in beautiful preservation at the house
now occupied by Mr. Job Hirat.
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service in the second for fifty more, when it was superseded
by the present musical peal in the year 1836.

As tbe chapel of 1651 foundbothpromoters and endowers
in the Woodhead famUy, so also that of 1786 could boastof
of a faithfuland energeticfriend in oneof the samename and
lineage— an

"Abraham Woodhead,"born and bredin the vU-
lageofMeltham. Thisgentleman,it wouldappear, tookamost
active part inpublic affairs, was a very staunch Churchman,
andkept the younger members* of the community in good
order. Those who remember him, describe his appearance
as commanding, his features handsome, and his manner
somewhatpompous.

THE COMPLETION OF THE CHAPEL OF 1786.

Ithas been stated that the masons beganto pull down the
oldchapelon the 6th of July, 1786,and it isrecorded that the
new one was ready for theorganon tbe 19th of June, 1788,
that theinstrumentwas brought into the viUage on that day,
set inorder on the 20th and 21st, and fully openedon the
22nd day of the same month. The pulpitbelonging to the
old chapel was put up in the new one for temporaryuse as
soon as the buUding was ready for divine service, and the

* A humorousinstance of this propensity is stiU fresh in the memoryof
some of the inhabitants of the village. The old version of the Psalms
had always been sung inMeltham Chapel, but some of the younger mem-
bers of the congregation, weariedof these, greatlydesired the introduction
ofa few modern hymns. To carry out this idea, one of them purchased
hymn-books, and, on a Sunday agreedupon between these innovators and
the singers, they roae and with one accord commenced singing their
hymn. Mr. Abraham Woodhead, considering this a dangerous precedent,
and a youthful impertinencenot to be endured, immediately stoodup in
his pew, and ina stentorian voice, for he hadmost powerful lungs, began
oneof the accustomed Psalms, and so entirely drowned the voices of both
choir and congregation, that they were forced to desist and leave him
master of the field. This resolute opposer of innovations and novelties
endedhis days in the city of Chester;andhe is said, byoneofhis descen-
dants, never to have absented himself from the daUy service of the
Cathedral during the wholeperiod of his residence there.
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last sermonpreached init by the Eev.E. Armitsteadwas on
the 21st of June, 1789, the text,which he took being from
Galatians vi. 5, "For everyman shallbearhis ownburden."
How these words were applied by the preacher, whetherin
the sense indicatedby the apostle,or as an exhortation tohis
hearers to exercise a conscientious UberaUty— for on such an
occasion it may be concluded there must have been a coUec-
tion— cannot nowbe ascertained.

The same pen* which noted down the text of the last
sermonfrom the old pulpit, has alsopreserved the first from
the new one, preached on the 28th of June, 1789. Itwas
fromPsalmviii. 4, "What is man, that thou art mindful of
him1and the son of man, that thouvisitesthimt

"
The Chandelier in the centre of the buUding, at that

time considereda specimen of superior workmanship and an
object of admiration to all beholders, was brought into the
viUage October 25th, 1788, and suspended by the chainin
itspresentpositionNovember the 2nd of the sameyear.

This lastevent seems tohave completed the internaldeco-
rations of the chapel in the year 1788, and no doubt the
two great additions, the organ and chandeher— neither of
whichexisted in that of 1651

—
wereheld indue estimation

by the inhabitants of that time. Nothing more, probably,
was wantingin tbeiropinionto make their sanctuary aU they
coulddesire, andnothing thenremainedbut that they should
assemble themselves duly within its waUs and dUigently
listen to the instruction tobe therein given them.

* The person to whom we are indebted for the preservation of these
andmany other interesting particulars relative to the second chapel, was
George Taylor, the father of Mr. Joseph Taylor, the Registrar, who was
in the habit of noting down in the fly leaves of his Bible any ch-cumatance
of interest connected with the chapel, ofwhich the following are additional
examples:— "When James Broadbent was buried in Oct. 1786, the roof
of the church wasnot completed, but in the followingDeer, it was so.""Mary Kinder of Greave, afterwards Mrs. Timothy Dyson, was the first
person baptisedin the second church Deer. 29. 1786."
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THE REV. EDMUND ARMITSTEAD,

who was appointed to the Curacy of Meltham in 1770, bad
occupied the pulpit in the old chapel for sixteenyears,and
he was the first occupant of that in the new, of which he
retained possession for forty years, untU his decease, which
occurred in October, 1828, at the advancedage of 85. His
remains werebrought from Netherton, where hehad resided
during the whole of the time that he had charge of the
chapelry, and were interred under the communion table in
MeltbamChurch.

THE REV. LEWIS JONES.*

Mr. Armitstead was succeeded by the Bev. Lewis Jones,
Vicar of Almondbury, who, as such, appointed himself to the
Curacy, and continued to hold it for ten years, during the
latter three of which, the taste for church improvement,
whichhadlaindormant in the minds of the inhabitants of
Melthamfrom the close of 1788 to the beginningof 1835, a
periodofforty-sevenyears,wassuddenlyaroused,andcameupon
them withsuch irresistible force, that they resolved by the
buUding of a tower to raise their chapel to thedignity of a
church, and, for the accomplishmentof that end, immediately
determined upon opening a subscription Ust. It was at the

* This reverend gentleman was appointed Vicar of Almondbury in the
year 1823, by the governors of Clitheroe School, in whose hands the
patronage of the vicarage was vestedat that time. Itis now in the gift
of Sir John William Ramsden, Bart. It is worthyofnote that during theincumbency of the Rev. Lewis Jones, and in most cases through hisinstrumentaUty, fourteen new churches have beenbuilt and consecratedin his parish, with schools attached to them, and to which, with two
exceptions, parsonage houses have also been added. Besides which, two
or three schools have been built aud licensed for divine service. 'The
names of these several churches are Linthwaite, Lockwood, Farnley Tyas,
Upperthong, Netherthong, Holme Bridge, Meltham Mills, ArmitageBridge, Crosland, MUnsbridge, Helme, Wilshaw, Rashcliffe, and Brock-holes.
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same time considereddesirableto increasethe accommodation
in the chapelby adding a north aisle or transept, capableof
containing a sufficient number of forms for the children of
the Sunday schools, and placinga galleryabove it.

THE ERECTION OF THE TRANSEPT.

On the 25th of February, 1835, a faculty was obtained to
enlarge the chapel and to erect a gallery; and as 310 free
sittings would be thereby obtained, in addition to the 750*
alreadyexisting,the Incorporated Society for Promoting the
Enlargement andBepairing of Churches and Chapels gave a

grant of £250 to assist in carrying out the design. There
was perfect union in the counsels of those with whomthe
idea of these improvements first originated, and the success
attending "

a longpull, a strong pull, anda puU altogether,"
was neverbetter exemplified than on that occasion. In the
vUlage and neighbourhood very handsome subscriptions were
readUy obtained for the contemplated additions. These
included a square embattled tower, with a vestry in the
basement, a north aisle or transept, and a gallery above it.
Heretofore the vestry had been in the north-eastcornerof the
chapel,nearto the communionrails,inthe space nowoccupied
by two pewsbelonging to the family of the late Mr. Jonas
Brook.

THE ERECTION OF THE TOWER.

OnMarch the 5th, 1835, the first stone of the tower of
MelthamChurch— for henceforth, by virtue of this tower, it
was tobe considered and caUed a churcli, and not a chapel—
waslaidby CharlesLee,Esq.,ofLeeds, anda sermonpreached
on the occasionby Dr. Naylor,Head Master of the Grammar
School at Wakefield, inhis capacity of Chaplain to theFree-

* Another document states the number of appropriated sittings as 650.
N
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masons, who attended the ceremony in great numbers. The
Eev.Dr. took for his text the 8th verseof the 32nd chapter
of Isaiah, "But the liberal deviseth liberal things;and by
liberal things shall he stand." The coUection after the ser-
monamounted to £16 14s. 3d. Inthe autumn of that same
year, and on a day— St.Bartholomew's,the24th of August—
memorable in the annals of Meltham as that onwhich the
first chapel was consecrated, the top stone of the tower was
put on; and great,beyondmeasure, weretherejoicings inthe
villageon theoccasion. It was the time of the annual feast,
and the inhabitants wereresolved tomake arealholidayof it.

Among other amusements, baskets, to whichpulleys were
attached, had been provided to enablethe more adventurous
among the crowd to makeeasy ascents tothe top of the tower,
and probably in the excitement of this novel and somewhat
hazardous expedition lay its greatest charm. One act of
daring imprudence, which must have thrown all others into
the shade, is still remembered, and has been narrated by the
individual*who was himseUthe perpetrator of it. This mad
freak was no other than mounting the ladder used by the
masons in their work, withhis littlechUd, a year old, inhis
arms, andholdingher intriumph ononeof the eastpinnaclesof
the tower. Thishe didindefianceoftheentreatiesandremon-
strances of the bystanders, whohardly dared to look forhis
safe return with the child from so giddy an eminence.

The cost of theseadditionsand improvements was £1,500;
but there was still somethmg more wanting to make the
church aUthatits friends desired, and that was—

* The incautious person here alluded to was Mr. Joseph Taylor,
the registrar, now anolder, and, we trust, a wiser man. Our venerable
friend the late Mr. James Garlick was so horror struck at this act of
daring imprudence, thathe rushed into his house to escape the sight ofwhat he beUeved inevitable— namely, the destruction ofboth father and
child.
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A PEAL OF BELLS.

The tower completed, it stood invitingly ready for their
reception, andthe inhabitantsof Meltham,being enthusiastic
lovers of music, were resolved at that time to gratify their
taste for it by thepurchase of apealof beUs,* six innumber,
whichshould eclipse aU others in the neighbourhood,and
bring not only harmony, but glory to their village. The
idea was so popular, that subscriptions for tbe object were
speedilyobtained, and on Monday, the first of February,
1836, the bells were brought in triumph by carts, readily
volunteered for such a purpose, into the village. By the
20th of February they were ready foruse, andon thatday
they sent forth their first glad volume of sound, and awoke
an echo of gladness in everyheart inMeltham.

The loveof church beUs is one of our strongest national
characteristics, our country being from an earlyperiodcalled"Merry England," because of the prevalence of bells init,
and the universalityof the taste for ringing them.
It is to be lamented tbat any evil should beconnectedwith

that which is associated with the most solemn, as also with
the most joyful seasons;and yet such is unfortunately too
true, for the ringing of the church bells is frequently made
an excuse for the neglect of that sacredworship to which it
invites others, and thus "from the tower to the alehouse,"
has become almost a proverb. The first prize ringings took
place on the 6thand 7thof April,1836,being tbe Wednesday
andThursday in Easter week, and, as may naturallybesup-
posed, the new bells were for a lengthof time theuniversal

* One of these bells was presented by Mr.Shaw, of Lingards, and
£100 givenby Messrs. Charles andMatthewWoodhead towards the others.

f Of the fourteen sets of ringers who competed, the Almondbury senior
ringers obtained tlie firat prize, Saddleworth the second, and Kirkheaton
senior the third.
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topic of conversation with both young and old. It would
indeed be difficult to overrate the sweetness and fulness of
their tone, or the high estimationin which they were then,
and have ever since beenheld. The inscriptions upon them
are the foUowing:—

On the first or smallestbeU,—
Mortals, withus your voices raiBe,
To sound abroad Jehovah's praise.

The gift of Edmund Shaw, Gentleman, Lingards.
Taylor fecit Oxford, 1835.

On the second,—
A voice from the temple, a voice from the Lord.

Rev. Lewis Jones, Minister, 1835.

On the third,

Call a solemn assembly.
Taylor, Founder, Oxford. 1835.

On the fourth,—
Holineas unto the Lord.
Taylor, fecit, Oxford.

On the fifth,—

Aa in Adam all died, so in Christ shall aU be made alive.
This Peal was cast by W. &J. Taylor, Oxford, 1835.

On the sixth,—
Jesus ofNazareth, the trumpet ofGod,

W. &J. Taylor, fecerunt.1835.

It is to be observed that the bells, though cast in the year
1835, werenot hung untU 1836.
It didnot requiremuch foresight toperceive that a church,

furnished by the pubUc spirit and energy of those around it,
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with a tower and peal of bells, was likely to be left
without a clock; and hence, ina short timeafter, that useful
appendage* was added, and which gave thelastfinishing touch
to the wholestructure.

Those who witnessed the excessive interest shown by tbe
inhabitants of Melthamin the erection of the tower and the
additionof bells to their church, affirm that, during the six
months which the building occupied, the waU outside the
churchyard, whence its dailyprogress could be watched, was
the general rendezvous of the workingmen in the evenings,
and that the excitement about the bells was so great as to
induce vast numbers of thepeople to go as far as Marsden to
meet and welcomethem. Such enthusiasm could hardly be
excited in the present day by the erection of a far more
pretentious edifice, and it is doubtful whether the inhabitants
of Meltham wUl ever again feel the same amount of pride
and delight as they unquestionablydidon the completionof
their tower, and the first ringingof their sweet-tonedbeUs.

THE REV. JOSEPH HUGHES.
[In the year1838, the Eev. JosephHughes was nominated

to the incumbency of Meltbam, on its resignation by the Bev.
Lewis Jones, vicar of the parish, and patron of the living.
The appointment was viewed with entire satisfaction by aU
at the time it was made, and what was thought of it twenty-
five years after, whenthis faithful pastor was removed from
his charge by the hand of death, on Sunday, the 8th of
November, 1863, is best known to those who remember the
viUage of Meltham on that Sabbath Day,a day of darkness
and distress to allits inhabitants,and oneonwhich wemay
not dweU in this place. His memory is enshrined in the

* The pleasant musical chimes of the clock were added at the sole
expense ofMr. Eastwood's family.
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hearts of the people,and there aU those who lovedhim best
are wellcontent to leave it.

A beautiful monumental tablet,* erected to his memory in
the church whereheministered so long,bears the foUowing
inscription:

—
" The righteous hath hopeinhis death."

In
Memory of

the
Revi Joseph Hughes,
Incumbent ofMeltham,

Who for twenty-five years,
As the minister of Christ,

Laboured withmuch zeal and love
Inthis chapelry;

He died the 8th day of Novhr.1863,
Inthe 61't year of hisage.

This Tablet
Is erectedby anaffectionate and

sorrowing Flock,
Under a deep sense oftheir loss inbeing

deprivedofhis earnest, faithful and
devoted ministry among them."
Idetermined not toknow any thing
among you,saveJesus Christ and

him crucified."]

From 1836 to 1851, nothing further seems to have been
projected or done, either to the external or internalframe-
work of the church,but the gospel continued to be faithfuUy
preached within its waUs, and it is trusted that during that
time many souls were, through the instrumentality of the
ministry, addedunto the Lord.

* This tablet is erected on the southwall, west ofthepulpit, andnear
the far door.
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THE NEW BURIAL GROUND.

In the year 1851, the church and churchyard wereclosed
by an order of theQueen in CouncU, according to the pro-
visions of Acts 16 and 17 Viet. c.134; and 15 and 16 Viet.
c. 85, against the continuance of further intermentstherein,
when active steps were taken by the churchwardens*topro-
vide ground for a cemetery, and a rate was levied for its
purchase and enclosure. The churchyard at Meltham not
being of large extent, and having been used as a place of
sepulture for a coupleof centuries, its crowdedstaterendered
suchadditional provision a matter of positive necessity, and
the cemetery was proceeded with, and got ready for consecra-
tion on Friday, the 14th of November, 1851, on which
morning the beUs rang a cheerfulpeal to welcometheonly
bishops who had visitedMelthamsince the 24th of August,
1651— the dayonwhich the first chapel was consecratedby
Bishop Tilson. In the eveninghis lordshipkindlyoccupied
the pulpit, and preached the annual missionary sermon to a
large and very attentivecongregation.

On the foUowing Sunday, November 16th, two admirable
and appropriatediscourses, the one by the Bev. D. James, of
Kirkdale, the otherby the Eev.C. A.Hulbert,of Slaithwaite,
weredeliveredfrom the same pulpit. The text takenby the
former was from Exodus xv.11, "Who is Ukeunto thee,0
Lord, among the gods. who is like thee, glorious inholiness,
fearful in praises,doing wonders." The text of the latter
was fromDaniel ix.and the latter part ofthe 25th verse, "The
street shall be buUt again, and the wall, evenin troublous

* Mr. Hirst,of Wilshaw, and Mr.Edwin Eastwood,of Meltham, fiUed
the office of churchwardens at that time.+ Dr. Longley, then Bishopof Ripon, afterwards translated toDurham,
next to the see of York, and now Archbishop of Canterbury. His fine
musical ear immediately discovered and appreciated the sweetness of the
beUs, and the correctnesswith which they wererung.
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times." On each occasion the attendance of the inhabitants
was very large, and unqualified satisfaction was expressed
withboth discourses.

THE INTRODUCTION OF A NEW HEATING APPARATUS.

From the year 1851 to 1857 nothing more, worthy of
record, was done in the church. But inthe latter year, the
comfort of the congregation was greatly increased by the
removal of an unsightly stove, and the substitution in its
place of hot water pipes. By means of these, everypart of
the edifice was effectually warmed, and an even temperature
produced throughout. Stairs fromthe transept into the boys'
school below were also added, and the congregation thus
relieved of the noise and confusion inseparablefrom the exit
of the boys of a Sunday school, pushing their way outat the
same door withtheir elders, impatientof restraintand eager
for dismissal. After the addition of these stairs, the boys
were henceforth to go by them from the transept into the
lower school.

A NEW PULPIT ERECTED.

At this time a new pulpit was put up inplace of the old
one, and the panel from that of 1651, whichhad been care-
fully preserved, with the inscription carved in the wood

—
Cathedra Veritatis 1651*

—
was inserted inthe centre of it in

front, and easy and commodious stairs substituted for the
almost perpendicular flight by wbich the former narrow and
confined pulpit had to be reached. These various improve-
ments were effected by the kind liberahty of one of the
membersof thecongregation, Mr.Hirst, of Wilshaw Villa,t

* See pp. 19 and 20.+ At the same time new carpets for the pulpit stairs, and also cushions
andhangings for the pulpit and reading desk, weregiven by Mrs. Tinker,
of Bent House;a complete set of new bookB for the communion table



THE NEW ORGAN. 185

A NEW ORGAN ERECTED IN 1859.

The next improvement in the interior of the church at
Meltham was a new organ, erected in 1859. This excellent
instrument was presented by the late lamented Mrs. Beau-
mont, tbe beloved wifeofMr. AlfredBeaumont, then ofPark
Cottage, near Huddersfield, and now of Greave, in thenew
parish of Netherthong. Thisamiablelady, the only child of
Mr. Joseph Hirst, of WUshaw Villa, was removed suddenly
by death,at the early age of twenty-seven,a short timebefore
the organ was opened, which,therefore, willever remainan
affectingmemorialof one whose memory wUl longsurvive in
the esteem of her relatives, friends, and neighbours.

THE REV. EDWARD COLLIS WATSON.

[When the incumbency of Meltham became vacant,near
the close of the year 1863, by the death of the Bev. Joseph
Hughes, who had held it for twenty-five years, the Bev.
Edward Collis Watson, previously Curate of MelthamMiUs,
and afterwards Incumbent of Honley, was appointed to the
living by the patron, the vicar of the parish. Since Mr.
Watson's appointment, the chandeUer, mentioned ina pre-
cedingpage— 175

—
of thischapter, hasbeen removed, and tbe

internalimprovement of the churchhasbeen further effected
by the introductionof gas light.]

In taking our leave of the church we may observe, that
howeverdefective the fabric may be inan architectural point
of view, it undoubtedly has a three-fold claim upon the
inhabitants fortheir liveliestregard, lst, As the link which

and reading desk, by Mr. Laycock, ofHuddersfield;and a second sUver
chalice, or cup, was added to the communion plate, on which is engraved
the foUowing inscription:— "This cup was presented by the Rev.Joseph
Hughes, and Catharine, his wife, to Meltham Church, Whit-Monday,
1857."
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connects them with the chapel of 1651; 2nd, As the truest
memorialof theChurchmanship of their forefathers;and, 3rd,
As beingevidentlytbe mother churchof the vaUey.

THE FOLLOWING ARE TRANSCRIPTS OF INSCRIPTIONS ON
THE MONUMENTAL TABLETS IN MELTHAM CHURCH.

Hannah, wife ofCharles Woodhead
died July 18th, 1833, inher 43rd year.

Charles Woodhead died Septr- 21st
1845, inhis 55th year.

Joseph Green Armytagedied Octr. 3rd. 1841
Inthe 82nd year of his age.

Ann wife ofJoseph Green Armitagedied
July 10th 1819 inher 53rd year.

John Armytage, Son of Anthony Armytage,
died Septr. 18th, 1801,aged 70 years.

WUliam Armytage, sonofAnthony Armitage,
died May 23rd, 1807, aged 65 years.

Jonas Brook, MelthamMiUs,
died January14th, 1836,aged 60 years.

WiUiam Brook, diedDecember 14th, 1806
aged 72 years.

Martha, widow of WiUiam Brook
diedFebruary 1st,1834, aged 87 years.

WUliam WUson Brook, sonof Jonas Brook,
died Octr. 21st, 1836,aged 15 years.

INSCRIPTIONS COPIED FROM A TOMB-STONE IN THE
CHURCHYARD OF MELTHAM.

Sacred to the Memory of
James Taylor, who departed
this life on the 19th day of

Nover. 1839, in the 29th year of
his age.

Also Sarah Taylor, the daughter
ofthe above who died

August 15th,1840, aged 1year
and 9 months.
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Also Francis Edward Taylor,
son of the aboveJames and

Nancy Taylor, who departed
this life Augst 15th, 1845, aged
8 years.

Also Nancy the wife of
John Ingham of Greetland
in the Parish ofHaUfax,

and the late wife of the
above James Taylor, andmother

of the ahove children, who
died Augst 15th, 1850,aged
39 years.
Also James Kilburn Ingham,

son of the above, who departed
this life April20th, 1851,aged
11months.

THE NATIONAL AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS AT MELTHAM.

Next to the church, theNationaland Sunday Schools in
connection with it, claim a brief notice, and especiaUy their
riseand progress. The earliestintimation on record*of the
schoolmasterbeing at Meltbam, is contained in a clause in
the wiUof oneMatthew Lockwood, dated "May 23rd, 1715,
by which he directed the interest of £20 to be paid to a
schoolmaster for teachingchUdren in the town of Meltham,
EnglishorLatin." Whether there was at that timea school-
house in existence, is not certainly known, though it may
be inferred that there was not, from the fact that one was
required and buUt in the viUage in theyear 1737, the wood
for which was given by Mr. Benjamin Armytage, of Thick-
hoUins, and there isno traditionextantof a previously erected
school-room. This buUding stoodon the same site as thatof
the present school, but was of much smaUer dimensions and

* Vide "George Lawton's Collectio Rerum Ecclesiasticamm. 1840.
18thReport,p.552."
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ruder construction. What means of instruction may have
existed,or whatkind of teaching may have prevaUed in the
viUage previous to the year 1737, cannot now be definitely
ascertained, though it may be inferred that neither the quaU-
fication of the teacher nor the extent of the instruction was
more tbanelementaryand superficial; for when theprincipal
inhabitants met in 1721 to electnew trustees for the chapel
estate under the wiU of the Bev. Abraham Woodhead, only
twelvepersons out of forty-four wereable to subscribe their
names. Education, it is true, at that time was mainly con-
fined to the privilegedfew, eveninthevicinity of large towns.
Itwould, therefore,be unreasonable to expect that it could
have been widelydiffused in a remote and isolated viUage
like Meltham. In proof of the gross ignorance which per-
vaded many parts of the West-Eiding of Yorkshire, even
thirty-six years laterthan the period specified, the Eev. John
Wesley records in his journal an account of his visit to
Huddersfield,and adds a description of the people to whom
he preached. InJune, 1757, he states:—

"
Irodeover the mountains from Halifax toHuddersfield, and a wilder

peopleInever saw in England. The men, women,and children filled the
streets as we rode along and appeared just ready to devour us. They
were, however, tolerably quiet whUeIpreached;only a few pieces of dirt
were thrown, the bellman came in the middle of the sermon, but was
stoppedby a gentleman of the town. Ihad almost done when they began
to ringthe beUs, so that itdid us smaU disservice."

Andagain, in1759, he says:
—

"
Ipreached near Huddersfield, to the wildest congregation I

have seen in Yorkshire;yet they were restrained by an unseenhand;
andIbeUeve some felt the sharpnessof His word."

Nor weresuch barbarous proceedings then confined to the
West-Biding alone, for when George Whitfield* preachedin

Vide PhiUps's "Life and Times of Whitfield."
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Moorfields, a.d. 1742, the same degree of lawless violence
marked the conductof the bystanders, who,if inhabitants of
a less wUdcountry than that visitedbyhis friendMr. Wesley,
wereinno waysbehindthem inbarbarityof conduct, so that
the schoolmaster was quite as much needed in Moorfields,
though so near to the great metropoUs, as in the neighbour-
hoodof Huddersfield.

A beneficial change has taken place inthe tone of society
throughout the wholekingdom since the time in whichthese
two apostolicmenUvedand preached,andis perhapsnowhere
more strongly marked thanin theWest-Biding of Yorkshire.
This is doubtless mainly attributable to tbe humanising
influence of Sabbath schools, towhich thedistrict of Meltham,
incommon with many others, owes much of its advance in
civilisationand morals. It is about eightyyearssinceSunday
schools were first established in the viUage, and weU and
wiselyhave they done their work in it from that day to this.
Let aU honour be given to the memory of those who first
founded these institutions. They were the organisers of a
system adaptedmore thanany other to combine and elevate
the largest class of society, and effect the greatestamount of
goodon thegreatestnumber of persons.

Our great nationalpoet has said, that the quality of mercy"blesses him thatgives, and him that takes," and this,it may
beobserved, is eminently the case inSunday school teaching,
which, whUe it enforces attention and obedience in the
scholar, at the same time exercises the virtues of seU-denial
and patience in the teacher, and thus, moraUy, strengthens
both.

The viUage of Meltham owes its first Sabbath school to the
exertions of Mr. WiUiam Whitacre,* a gentlemanwho in the
year 1788 was appointedone of the commissioners toinquire

* The uncle of John Whitacre, Esq.,of Woodhouse.
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into the state of the neighbouring chapel of Slaithwaite.
His attention,probably, aboutthat period, was called to the
important subject of schools, for it was only a yearlater that
he succeeded in establishingone at Golcar HUl. A second
Sunday schoolwas set on foot in the villageof Meltham in
1806, by some gentlemanwhose namecannot be ascertained.
It was held in the week-dayschool,and when that ceased to
be large enough to contain all who sought admission into it,
a thirdschool was opened in a cottage opposite the church,
subject to the samerules and under the samemanagementas
the preceding ones. And from that day to this, the institu-
tion of the Sabbath schools has neverlost its holdupon the
affectionsof the peopleof Meltham.

In evidence of this, the educational statistics of the year
1864, as furnishedby Mr. J. W. Carlile,inbis speechat the
meeting of the Mechanics' Institute held inthe village, are
here subjoined. They stand thus:—
"

Average attendance of children at Meltham Church School, 265;at
Meltham MiUs School, 270;At Greave School, 87;at Helme School,138.
At theBaptist School, 117;and at the Wesleyan School, 240;making a
total of 1,117. The number of teachers, giving only one to each class, is
122, making the total of teachers and scholars attending the different
Sunday schools 1,239,or one in four ofthe whole population."

With facts such as these before us, we are not surprised
at tbe amount of interest excitedin the districtby the annual
Whit-Monday festivities, in which all classes join heart and
hand, or at the processions and social tea drinkings which
mark that truly redletterday.

After the old viUage school of 1737 had faUen into decay
and becomeunfit foruse, it was taken down,and in the year
1823, another erectedon its site. This, and the school-house
attached to it,werebuiltbysubscriptions raised at the time,
and by money

—
£100 — borrowed of James Brook, Esq.
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The amount of the masons' contract for the work was
£266 16s. 3d.

After an interval of twenty-two years, the space, which
previously had been found sufficient for tbe number of
children,was thenrendered whollyinadequate,by therapidly
increasing populationof the village, for their future accom-
modation. Accordingly, measures wereadoptedin 1844

— 5,
for enlarging and improving the school, so far as the limits
of the site would admit, in order to meet their wants. The
extension and other alterationsin the buildingweremade at
a cost of £315 10s.; and the money for defraying the
expense incurred was raised partly by subscriptions among
the inhabitants,and partly by means of grantsobtainedfrom
the Committee of Privy Council on Educationandfrom the
NationalSociety. Thegrant from the Committee of Council
was £110; and from the National Society there were two
grants of £25 each

—
one of themdatedJuly 4th, 1844, and

the other May 26th, 1846. From that period the school
became a National School, and was at the same timeplaced
under Government inspection. Mr. Lawford, who is well
known for his efficiency as a teacher, is the present master.
He enteredonhis duties in that capacity in February,1844,
withfive scholars only. And whenthenumber inattendance
is now found to amount to onehundred and sixty,some idea
may be formedof the success which has attendedhis labours.
The career of the school from 1844 downto the present time
has been markedby constant and steady progression, as the
periodical reports of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools
fully testify.

THE PROJECTED NEW SCHOOLS

WhUst the presentstateof the NationalSchool atMeltham,
as regards the efficiency of the teaching carried on in it,is
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highly satisfactory, it must be admitted that the limited
dimensions of the buildingitseU, with its defectivemeans of
ventUation, and no space for play-ground attached, is utterly
inadequate to supply the growing exigencies of the place.
The improved system of instruction adopted in all schools
under Government inspection, requires ampler room and bet-
ter arrangementsinorder to beput intoproper and successful
operation. It is, therefore, to be earnestly hoped that no
time or exertion wUlbe sparedinpromoting the erectionof a
new and commodious buUding on the site which has been
purchased by Mr. Charles Brook, jun.,and by him munifi-
cently presented for thatobject. By united and persevering
effort on the part of the inhabitants whohave the welfareof
the young at heart, the reproach of inferior and insufficient
school premises may be speedUy and effectually removed,
and therebyanother instance wouldbe added to tbose afready
enumerated of the public spirit which has ever prevailed
inMeltham.

P.S.— Since the foregoing paragraph was written, an
influentialbuildingcommitteehas beenappointedtocarryout
the plans of the projected new schools, and contracts for
their erectionhave beenalreadyenteredinto. It is therefore
highlyprobable that the foundation stone wiU be laid, and
the buildingcommenced in earnest before this workbe out
of the press.
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MELTHAM MILLS— ITS NAME.

enablethe rapid growth and present importanceof the
Ifcl' flourishing viUage of Meltham MiUs to be duly
appreciated, its condition some eighty years ago should be
reviewed, when it contained only a smaU corn mill,*about

* This neverwas,properly speaking, a fulling miU, though occasionally
caUed so after the year1820, when a few stocks were put down in it to

0
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the sizeof acottage situatednear the Old Manor House,built
by Mr. Nathaniel Dyson's ancestors many centuriesbefore,
and in which he at that time Uved., It was from the corn
miU attached to this house that the place originallyderived
itsname of "Meltham Mill," the designation stUl given to
it bymany of the older inhabitants of the district. And if
to these two buUdings, the manor house and the cornmUl,
five or six smaU cottagesbeadded, a fairpicture of the viUage
ofMelthamMill,as it wasin theyear1786, wUlbepresented.
It didnot assume thename ofMelthamMUls tiU a few years
lateron, when it became entitled to do so in consequence of
theincreasednumber of miUs erected in it.

THE MANOR HOUSE.

With regardto the Old Manor House, there is a tradition
thatit was built at a time when the wages of masons werea
peck of meal, or a penny a day;and that the old waU of
Mottram Church, or churchyard, was then inbuilding; the
masons, after finishingtheir work at themansion, are said to
havegone direct to complete the waU at that place. K the
statement as to the rate of wages at that timebecorrect, the
OldManor House belonged toan exceedingly earlyperiod,as
the earnings of a mason in theyear 1350 amountedto three-
pence a day.

The foUowing curious story connected with this ancient
edifice, and some of its earlyoccupants,has also beenhanded
down by tradition:

—
One of the lords of the manor who

resided in it, and whose name was Dyson,* died intestate,
assist the sidling miU near Mr. W. Myers's house, and these were only
used at a time when the waterbecame very low and insufficient.

» The Dysons are a veryold family, and their names may be foundas
residents at Meltham Mills for many generations back. A Mr.Daniel
Dyson filled the important office of a public carrier betweenLondon and
this part of Yorkshirein the year1650, andis named by the Rev. Abra-
ham Woodhead as such in one of hisletters tohis cousinJohn Armytage.
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and left behind him a widow and two sons,Nathaniel and
Daniel. To supply the deficiency of a wiU, the widow,who
was a spirited lady, is reported tohave taken the law intoher
own hands, and tohave executeda deed, by which she gave
the royalty to one son,and,as an equivalent,£5 to the other;
the remaining lords of the manor beingappointedbyher to
decide which of the sons should have the royalty,and which
the £5. Such a document wouldhardlybeheld valid inthe
present day, whatever may have been its legal force then.
The story is givenas handed downby tradition.

THE ERECTION OF THE VARIOUS MILLS.

But toresume the historyof the various mUls erected from
timeto time in this part of the valley from the closeof the
lastcentury down to the middle of thepresent,Mr.Nathaniel
Dyson, as hasbeenalreadystated, intheyear 1786, purchased
a part of thematerials of the oldchapel of Meltham erected
in1651, and with these buUt a fuUing miU near the site of
the premises where Mr. W. Myers's workshop now stands.
This was afterwards bought by Messrs. Brooks, and taken
down by them about the time that the present church at
Meltham Mills was buUt. Another smaUmfil stood on the
streambehind Wood Cottage; it was situatedabout haU-way
up the long and narrow dam and stream which are now
overlookedby tastefulpleasure grounds, but at that time the
stream ran through rough and tangled banks. This wasa
scribbling miU, and was used for scribbling, carding, and
slubbing wool only; the exact date of its erection is not
known,but it could hardlybe further back than fromeighty
to eighty-five years,perhaps even less than that, as the pur-
pose for wbich it was used, namely— scribbUng, carding, and
slubbingby water power, superseded the same kind of work
performedbyhand labouraboutthatperiod;and if,therefore,it
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wasbuUtat thecommencementofthe newsystem,itcouldnotbe
ofanearlierdate thanabout1780. Itisstatedongoodauthority
that thisbuUdingwas taken downbetweenfifty andsixtyyears
ago,being then found too smalland not welladaptedto meet
therequiredimprovementsofthe time. Messrs.WUliamBrook
and Sons were the owners and occupiers of this mUl, and
wereat that time engaged in the wooUen trade. The fulling
department was carried on in another smallbuilding which
stoodonthesiteofthe southendofwhatisnow termedthe"old"
or "first factory," namely,thatbuUding in which the clock,
with the illuminatedface, is placed, facing the north.

In the year 1785-6,Mr. WUUam Brook,* who was at that
time residingat ThickhoUins,whichhehadtaken ona twenty-
oneyears' lease, built a smaU wooUen miU on a part of the
siteoccupied by the present extensive cotton threadfactories,
which was worked by a water-wheel. As, however, the
supply of water provedinsufficient to keep themachinery in
action,a steam-engine was erected for thepurpose ofpumping
it up from the pond at the foot of the wheelintoa smalldam
above, from which it was conveyed back againto tbe wheel.
By this means the whole machinery was kept in continuous
motion, the same water being againand againused for the
same purpose.

THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE MILLS AND THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE RESERVOIR.

Some years later on, the buUding abovementioned was
enlarged, thewoollenmUlconvertedintoacottonfactory, and
about the year 1805 areservoirwasmade,calculated toafford a
constant and sufficient supply of water for the carryingonof
the works. The aidof the pumping steam-engine was there-
fore dispensed with,beingno longer required.

* This gentleman went to liveat ThickhoUins in the year1774.
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The idea of the reservoir* first originated with the late

Mr. Jonas Brook, whose keen foresight, practical sense, and
steadiness of purpose,peculiarly fitted him for the inaugura-
tion of a new and great design. Itwas under the auspices
of this gentleman that the manufacture of cotton thread was
introduced into the neighbourhood; and the firm of Messrs.
Jonas Brook and Brothers, now so widelyknown, then first
entered upon its successful career. The business once
established, was rapidly extended by the great talent and
energy of Mr. Jonas Brook, and its expansion led from time
to time to the erection of much larger works. This worthy
man, whose memory is held in much esteem by his famUy
and friends,died in the year 1836, and his remains were
followed to their resting place in Meltham Church by the
sincereregrets of aUhis workpeople.

The principalpart of the managementof the business after
his death devolved on his younger brother, Mr. Charles
Brook, of Healey House, and at that time the works were
againstill furtherenlarged. The nephews of this gentleman,
Messrs. WilUam Leigh and Charles Brook, t became in the
year 1845, on the death of their father, JamesBrook, Esq.,
of Thorparch, proprietors of the extensive cotton works
at Meltham MUls, to which they made considerableadditions
by the erection of another large factory and a great

* After the completion of this reservoir, some doubt as to the strength
ofits embankment caused Mr. Jonas Brook much anxiety andmany sleep-
less nights, as he well knew the loss ofUse andproperty that must have
ensued to the valley and viUage of Meltham MUls, incase of the bursting
or overflow ofthe bank.+ In deference to the wishes of one of the oldest and most highly
respected of the commercial men whose names continuaUy occur in the
present chapter, the distinctive mercantUe title is given to them in
preference to the one usuaUybestowed in courtesy;and this point is the
more readUy ceded for two reasons, the first, because they are here spoken
of entirely in their commercial capacity as millowners ;the second,
because it is that by which they are universaUy knownand honouredin
their owndistrict.
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number of cottages for the accommodation of the operatives
in their employ. In various other ways they also greatly
improved the works, and brought them at length almost to
theirpresentmagnitude.

Thename of another estimable man, JamesBrook, Esq., of
Thorparch, who was at one time intimatelyconnected with
MelthamMUls and its immediate neighbourhood, must be
hereintroduced. His greatbenevolence and worth,enhanced
by the charm of simpUcity and naturalnessof character, made
him beloved and respected by aU, and those who knew him
mostintimately,used toremark that hisfine opencountenance,
so expressiveofkindly feeling,was a true index of hismind.

THE ERECTION OF A BUILDING FOR A CHURCH AND
SCHOOL.

Fully sensible of the increased responsibility attached to
increasing wealth,Mr. JamesBrook, in the year 1838, made
provision for the spiritual weUare and instruction of those
residing at Meltham MUls, by the erection of a neat and
commodious Gothic edifice, buUton theplanrecommendedby
Bishop WUson, and designed to serve the doublepurposeof
a church and school; it combined in itseK also two smaU
residences, one for a clergyman, the other for a schoolmaster.
This buUding was Ucensed for divine service by the then
Lord Bishop of the diocese— Dr. Longley— and was opened
for that purpose in the December of 1838. It contained
250 sittings.

THE REV. DAVID MEREDITH

The first appointmentmade to this church was that of the
lateEev. DavidMeredith, whose talentand piety had been
amply tested in the church andviUage of Meltham, wherehe
had previously laboured withunwearying dUigence for above
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three years, and wherehis ministry was held in the highest
possible esteem. Fromthe close of the year 1838, whenthis
valuable young clergyman took upon him the charge of the
new church at Meltham MUls, untU the summer of 1841,
when failinghealth compelledhim to resign his post and try
theeffectsof a dryand warmclimate, strongly recommendedto
himby his medical advisers, he continued to ministerwith
devoted earnestness among his people, notwithstanding the
weakness of his frame and the depressing natureof his com-
plaint. How truly sad was the partingbetweenpastor and
flock when it actuaUy took place, many who read thismay
remember, for theplace of his destination was a most remote
one— Smyrna— and who among themcouldbe hopefulenough
to anticipate his return. This, however, was in the good
providence of God permitted; and when in the year 1845
he againreached the shores of England,he was received with
a cordial welcomeby the friends whom he had left behind,
and who rejoicedin the prospect of being once more placed
underhis ministerialcare.*

THE ERECTION OF ST. JAMES'S CHURCH.

The church accommodation afforded by the buUding of
1838 was, inthe year 1844, found so inadequateto meet the
wants of the increasednumbers who sought admission within
its waUs, that the erection of the present beautiful Gothic
structure of St. James's, Meltham MUls, was decidedupon,
and so rapidly was the work executed that it was ready for
consecration by the llthof November, 1845. Itwas in this

* During Mr.Meredith's abscence in Smyrna, the Rev. W. P.Brancker
was appointed to the incumbency, but had relinquished it before Mr.
Meredith's return. Of the latter estimable man much might here be
added did space admit of it both to interest and edifyhis old flock. A
tablet inMeltham MiUs Church records his lamented deathat the age of
forty, and testifies tohis worthas" anapprovedminister of Jesus Christ."
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sacred edifice, which contains 730 sittings, that the Eev.
DavidMeredith continued to officiate until the year 1850,
whenheremoved to Elland,in theparishof HaUfax.

The worthy founder and endower of the church, James
Brook, Esq., didnot live to see its completion, having been
called to his rest some months before it was finished. A
notice of the monument raised to the memory of this good
man by his three surviving sons, wUl be found inanother
place; and the inscriptionit bears, as a faithful sketch of his
character,may bereadwith interest by many of those who
knewhimin life, and who stiUhold his name in affectionate
remembrance.

THE ERECTION OF NEW SCHOOLS AND A PARSONAGE
HOUSE AND OTHER IMPORTANT EDIFICES.

The various improvements and additionsmade at Meltham
MUls withinthe last twenty-five yearsmust notbe overlooked,
for they deserve to be put onrecord for the informationof
future generations. After the completion of the church, a
suitable school, in connection with it, was erected by Mr.
Charles Brook, of Healey House, in theyear 1856, assisted
by grants from the National Society, and to this, a few years
after, a beautiful parsonage bouse, in the Gothic style of
architecture, was addedby the same gentleman. The infant
scbool was buUtby hisnephew,Mr.Charles Brook, junior,as
also the noble dining hall for the comfort and convenience of
the workpeopleemployed at tbe cotton threadmanufactory.
This spacious room is furnished witha stove and apparatus
adaptedfor the heatingof water, coffee, &c, and is also fitted
up withaU the appliances necessary for lectures, concerts, and
public meetings of every kind. A large swimming bath
below, greatly adds to the completenessof the accommodation
in the building, andis muchappreciatedby those wiseenough
to make use of it.
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One striking feature in the MeltbamMillslandscape is tbe
handsome famUy mansion— Meltham Hall— buUt by the late
Mr. WiUiamLeigh Brook, in theyear 1841, which,standing
on a slightly elevated plain, and in the midst of tastefully
arranged grounds, has, from every point of view, a very
imposingeffect.

THE PEOPLE'S PLEASURE GROUNDS.

The last and certainly the most deUghtful addition to aU
that has been previously undertaken for the benefit of the
inhabitants of Meltham MiUs and neighbourhood, are the
publicgardens,or,as they arepoprUarly caUed, "The People's
Pleasure Grounds."*

These were laidout byMr.Major, the celebratedlandscape
gardener, at the sole expense of Mr.Charles Brook, junior,
and are not onlypicturesque to the eye,butbeneficial to the
healthof those who from time to timeresort to them for the
enjoyment of innocent recreation and social intercourse.
Eventually, when the wood on the slopes has attained a
certainamountof growth, thesegrounds, the gift of a generous
and large-hearted man to the pubUc, will form a stillmore
marked feature in the landscape, and afford shelter whUe
they alsoaddbeauty to it.

THE GOOD FEELING PREVALENT BETWEEN THE
EMPLOYERS AND THE EMPLOYED.

Such are the physical changes whichhave been effectedat
Meltham MUls by the talent, public spirit and energy
of theMessrs. Brook, and the moraleffects producedby their
character and conductupon the vastnumber of operativesin
their employ is perhaps stUl more striking. Between these,
and the masters and managers, the utmostharmonyhas at

* The handsome row of houses called Bank Buildings, which overlook
the pleasuregrounds, were also built by Mr.Charles Brook, jun.
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aU timesprevaUed,and while thoseat thehead of the business
have evershown the deepest interest in the weUbeing,both
temporal and spiritual, of their workpeople, they, on their
part,have, as a body,beenfounddiligent induty and faithful
to those under whomthe providence of God has placed them,
and the result, with bis blessing, hasbeen prosperity toaU
parties. FamUies having once settled at Meltham Mills
have rarelyremoved fromtheplace,andinnumerous instances
threegenerations, and in ODe, four out of the same familyare
found workingtogetherin the factory.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF MELTHAM MILLS CHURCH.

The ecclesiastical district attached to St. James's, Meltham
MiUs, contains a population of 1096 souls. The church,
which stands at an angle withMeltham HaU and the mUls,
is of Gothic architecture, cruciform in figure, and adorned
with a spire. Its interioris richly ornamentedwithstained
glass windows, many of which are memorial ones. On tho
waUs a great number of iUuminated texts are inscribed;and
several monuments which record early and affecting deaths
are to be foundinthechanceland otherparts of thebuUding.*
The wholeedifice, withinand without,as weU as the pretty
churchyard surroundingit,is kept withscrupulous exactness,
and bespeaks the carebestowed upon it by one who would
not choose himself to dwell "in a house of cedar," whUe
any thing waslackingin the house of God.

» Itmay not perhapsbe generaUy known, that the communion railsof
this church once formed a part of the chapel erected at Melthamin the
year 1651. The facts of the case are these:— The fulUng mill whichhad
been built hy Mr. Dyson out of the materials of the old chapel, was sold
by him to the Messrs.Brook, who puUedit down, and made use of the
oak wood whichhadoriginaUy formedapartofits roof, for the communion
rails at St. James's. Once consecrated to a sacred purpose, it was thus
accidentally restored to it, andis, therefore,associated in the mind with
the interesting old edifice of1651, and selves to connect the two together.
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THE REV. ANDREW FROST AND THE REV. EDWARD
CUMMING INCE.

Hitherto the pulpit of this church has been filled by
faithful and dUigent pastors, men

" wise to win souls," and
fuUy aUve to the responsibUity of their sacred office. One of
these, the Eev. Andrew Frost, now a missionary in India,
succeeded the Bev. Mr. Meredith in the year 1850, andin
1853, on the resignation of the Bev.Mr. Frost, the vicar of
the parish appointedthe present much respected incumbent,
the Eev.EdwardCummingInce,to fiUthisimportant post.

ATTENDANCE AT THE SCHOOLS,LENDING LIBRARIES,
ETC.

The schoolsinconnectionwiththe churchareunder the effi-
cientcareofMr.andMrs.Morehouse. Theaverageattendance
in the day schools is 274, hi the Sunday schools 270, and in
the night school 32. To the lendingUbrariesandclothing club
connected with the schools and mUls, the aUotment gardens
and annualhorticultural show established for theirencourage-
ment, the limitsof this work will not admit of more thana
passing aUusion,butit must be observed that aUarekeptin
exceUent workingorder,whichreflectsgreat creditonthose by
whom they aremanaged.

This review of the riseand progress of tbe cotton thread
manufactory of MelthamMUls contains initself an important
moral lesson, showing how a weU ordered and successful
businesshas been made the centre of much that is exceUent
and of "goodreportamongmen." Inproof of this wepoint
to its church,schools, Ubraries, commodious cottages, public
gardens, baths, &c., and to countless other arrangements
designed for the comfort and well being of the working
classes.
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TRANSCRIPTS OF MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS IN THE
CHURCH.

Among the variousmonumentalinscriptions in St. James's
Church, transcripts of which are here given, that in the
chancel on the founder, James Brook, Esq., of Thorparch,is
the first to claimattention.

In this chancel lie the mortal remains of
James Brooke,Esqre.,

Aged 71 years,who was born July 1. AD. 1773, and died April27. AD.
1845.

Humble, sincere, cheerful andbenevolent, anaffectionateHusband, an
indulgent Father.

A faithful friend, akindmaster, and anupright merchant.
As the Founder of this Church, heleft a lastingmemorial of his care for

the Poor,
Andof his Faithandpiety towards God.

His three surviving sons erected this monument in affectionate remem-
brance

ofhis many Christian Virtues.

Also the remains of
Jane Brook

ReUct of the above, who died September 1. AD. 1849,aged 69 years."Faith, Hope,Charity, these three;but thegreatest of these is charity."

On the oppositeside is the foUowing tablet:—
Consecrated

To the Memory of
Charlotte

The belovedand affectionate wife of
WUUam Leigh Brook,Esquire, of Meltham Hall,

and third daughter of
JosephArmitage, Esquire,of MUns Bridge House,

Who died the 10th day of October,1847.
Aged 37 years.

She
"

being dead yet speaketh. "
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Also in Memory of
WUUam Leigh Brook, Esquire,

Of MelthamHall,
Son of the late James Brook Esquire

Who died of Cholera at Cologne
September 19th, 1855

Aged 46 years.
Also of Emily his second wife,

Youngest daughterof JosephArmitage, Esquire
OfMilns Bridge House

Who died of Cholera at Frankfort-on-the-Maine
September 17th, 1855, aged 33 years.

Their remains are interred in the Cemeteries
of the places where they died."

Lordmake me toknow mine end,
and the measure ofmy days, what

it is, thatImayknow how frail Iam."
Psalm 39. 4.

Charles Armitage Brook
Youngest sonof the above WiUiam Leigh and EmUy Brook

died March31st, 1856, aged 2 years."Blessedare the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labours;and their

works do foUowthem."
Revelations ch:14. v.13.

Sacredto the Memory of
James Brook

Youngest sonofJames Brook, Esq., of Thornton Lodge
Who died on the 12th day of February, 1840

Inthe 24th year of hisage
Renunciation of self and a sure trust inhis God and the Saviour

Were the foundations of his character inlife
And the unfailing source of his hopeandpeace during

his last long illness;
He left behind him those who wiUnever cease to remember

How kind anddutiful he was as a son, andhow
Affectionate as aBrother,

His remains are interred in a vaultbeneath this Church.
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InMemory of
The Revd David Meredith

The first Incumbent of this Church
who

after a faithful and earnest ministry
in the gospel ofChrist

FeU asleep
January xxvui.1853

Aged XL
"Those things, which

yehavebothlearned andreceived
andheard and seen inme, do, and the

God of Peace shall be with you."

Abeautiful east window has during thepast year— 1865— been put into the chancel by Mr.Charles Brook, junior,
the subject of which is, "TheAscension." Itbears the fol-
lowinscription:— "Iascenduntomy FatherandyourFather,
to my God and yourGod."

THE UNEXPECTED DEATHS OF MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM
LEIGH BROOK.

Twoof the veryaffecting inscriptions in thechancelof this
church may serveto teach future posterity,as theevents they
record have taught the present generation,asolemnlesson on
theuncertainty of humanlifeandof aUthingspertaining toit.
Many of the inhabitantsmay rememberthe health and spnits
in which Mr. and Mrs. Brook, of Meltham Hall, left their
home in the month of August, 1855, neveragainto return to
it; and many stillsurvivingin the neighbourhood can recal
the shock, likethe sudden faU of a thunderbolt in the midst
of a calm, which wasproduced throughout it by the arrivalof
a telegramannouncing Mrs. Brook's death, of Asiatic cholera,
on the 17th of September, 1855, at Frankfort-on-the-Maine.
The circumstancesunder which this sad intelligencereached
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Meltham MUls were veryremarkable, and seemed, ifpossible,
to increase its sadness; for, on themorningof thatday,news
of the fall of Sebastopolhad arrived, andallhearts werefilled
withgladness at the prospect of returningpeace which this
event seemedtopromise. From everypart of the mills flags
were floating in honour of it, decorations everywhere pre-
paring,and expressions of joy and exultationwereheard on
all sides. But tbe telegram came onwith its dreadmessage,
and in a moment aU was reversed. Flags were instantly
lowered, decorations stopped, and it might truly besaid then,
as once ona formeroccasion in Israel, " the victory that day
was turnedintomourninguntoallthepeople." ItwiUalso be
rememberedhow,before tbe publicmindhadat aUrecovered
from the effects of this first stunning blow, a second, stiU
more terrible, foUowedclose upon it,and another telegram,
with the appalling inteUigence of Mr. Brook's death at
Cologne, of thesame malady— Asiaticcholera— twodaysonly
after that of his wife,closed this solemn tragedy. The effect
produced upon the neighbourhood by these events may be
better imagined thandescribed, as also theregrets feltbyaU,
for the friends thus suddenlycut offinthebloomandvigour of
life, far away from theirkindredand country,and fromall the
alleviatingcircumstances attendantupon a homedeathbed.

To the poor of the district and to his workpeople,Mr.
Brook's untimely death was a great loss; for to the former
he was a liberal benefactor, to the latter a most considerate
master, and toaU a kind and friendlyneighbour.

INSCRIPTIONS ON THE MEMORIAL WINDOWS IN
ST. JAMES'S CHURCH.

I.
InMemory of Charles John Brook, who died Feby 17th1857.

Aged 27 years.
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II.
InMemory ofCharles Armitage youngestsonof WiUiam Leigh

andEmilyBrook,died March 31st, 1856 Aged 2 years.
III.

This window waspresentedby
The workpeoplein the employ of

Jonas Brook andBros of Meltham MiUs,
As a tribute of affection to their late master

WiUiam LeighBrook.
IV.

This window waspresentedby Charles Brook Junr Esqre
InMemory ofCharlotte andEmily

The Wives of his late Brother
WilUam LeighBrook.

V.
InMemory of Clara Jane Birchall who died

AtBonchurch, March 4th 1863 Aged 22 years.

The twoUnes inscribed on the fifth and last window, which
record the removal of one, a young wife and mother in the
very morning of her existence, may serve to remind those
who read them of the shortness of life,in " themidst of"
which "

we are indeath."

THE SILK MILL AT BENTLEY.

Another interesting object inthis part of the districtwhich
next claimsattention, is the handsome and well ventUated
silk miUatBentley,* erectedbyMr.Charles Brook, of Healey

* The foUowing information respecting the property formerly called"
Bentylee," has been collected from various old documents, andmay

interest some of those more immediately connected with it:— "Bentylee
was sold, along with several other fields, in the year 1583,by Edward
Taylor andRoger Greene to James Wodheade, of Meltham,Husbandman— uncle of the Rev. Abraham Woodhead." In 1665 it passed into the
hands of Abraham Beaumont, who settled it, along with other landed
property, on EUen Dixon, of Burnlee, his intended wife,andin the year
1755, ithadbecome the property of Abraham Radcliffe. After that,it is
beUeved to have faUen into the possession of Anthony Armytage, of
ThickhoUins.
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House, in the year 1840. Adjoining this are several neat
dwelling-houses for the overlookers and some of the skilled
workmen connectedwith the establishment, which werebuUt
about the same time. Inthis factory, as inthat of the cotton
thread at MelthamMUls, great numbersof womenand young
girlsfindemployment,preferencebeinggiveninbothtofemales,
because oftheirsuperiordelicacyof touch, whicbpeculiarly fits
them for thehandlingofthe slightmaterial,whethersUk or cot-
ton, whichhas topass throughtheir fingers. Precisely the same
harmony is observed to existhere between the employers and
employed,as at Meltham MiUs;nor would it be easy inany
locality to find masters more deeply interested in the weUare
of their workpeoplethan those atBentleyFactory.

THE NEW PARISH OF HELME— ITS CHURCH AND SCHOOL

BentleymiUand the houses contiguous to it, now belong
ecclesiastically to Helme, which,before 1858, formeda part
of the chapelry of Meltham, but was in tbat year constituted
a new parish under the Marquis of Blandford's act. This
parish is now furnished with a churcb and school of its own,
and in consequence, enjoys many religious privileges from
which, owing to the remoteness of its positionwithregard to
Meltham,it was previouslyexcluded. The village of Helme
owes the great blessing of its church to the famUy of Mr.
Brook, ofHealey House,by whomit was buUt inmemoryof
oneof itsmembers, Mr.Charles John Brook, whose lamented
death took place at ThickhoUins, onFebruary17th, 1857.

Christ Church, Helme, was endowed by Mr. Brook and
his eldestson, withthesumof £5000, and wasconsecratedby
the LordBishop ofthe Diocese— Dr.Bickersteth— on Thurs-
day, the 3rd ofNovember, 1859.
It forms astriking featurein the landscape, and is apleasing

object from almost everypart of the vaUey below. Compe-
p
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tent judges of ecclesiastical architecture greatly admire the
style and proportions of this structure, whichbelongs to tbe
earlyEnglish decoratedGothic, whUethat whichmost pleases
common observers is, its perfect adaptation to thelocality in
whicb it stands, and of whichit is the chief ornament. The
interior of tbe buUding is enriched with a great numberof
Scripture texts,and is calculated toaccommodate300 persons,
besides which, it willseat 100 school children.

The pretty churchyard, though so recently consecratedas
in the November of 1859,has alreadynumerous tenants, and
contains within its precincts the mortal remains of many
whosenamesand memorieswiU longcontinue tobe cherished
hi the district. One in particular may be mentioned, who,
coming a stranger into the viUageof Meltham, lived in such
love and harmony among her neighbours during her short
sojourn in their midst, that her early death was felt as a
personalsorrow by every one, for aUloved and trustedher.

INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CHURCH.

The foUowing inscription is to be observed on a tablet in
the baptisteryunder the tower:—

THIS CHURCH WAS BUILT AND ENDOWED
IN MEMORY OF

CHARLES JOHN BROOK,
OF THICKHOLLINS,

BT HIS BROTHERS AND SISTERS;
HE PIED ON THE 17TH DAY OF FEBRY., A.D., 1857.

AGED 27 YEARS."őfjc fflmoKB. ai% just is Mcsstts."
THE FOUNDATION STONE WAS LAID ON THE 19TH DAY OF AUGUST, 1858,

BY HIS ONLY SON.*' ©tijcr foutuiationcannn man lag tfjan ttjat is lain,
foljici) is 3csus djrtst."
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MR. CHARLES JOHN BROOK.

The mortal remains of Charles John Brook repose in
the churchyard of Meltham MUls, and on a white marble
headstone which marks his place of sepulture, the foUowing
touchinglines are inscribed:

—
"The Memory ofthe just is blessed.

In Memory of
Charles John Brook,

who
Enteredinto rest

February 17th, 1857.
Aged 27 years."With Christ,

Which is far better.""
Be ye also ready."

Of the benevolent and estimableyoungman, whose early
and lamented death is here recorded, much might be said in
this place, forhe belongedto the district by birthand educa-
tion, was known and loved byaU residing in it,and was
felt to be in the bestsense of the word, the friend of aU, his
wholeenergiesbeingdevoted to thepromotionof the spiritual
and temporal good of those among whom his lot was cast
To the poor and afflicted his ready sympathy with human
sufferingof everykind, especiallyendearedhim,and madehis
presencein the chamber of sickness and deathbotha solace
and support. The name of "John Charles," as he was
familiarly and lovingly called by his poorer friends, was a
household wordin every famUy, andwUl longberemembered
as such in all the cottages*of the working-classes,whether

* The following anecdote iUustrative of the nature of this young man's
ministrations among the afflicted, was communicated by the poor sufferer
most nearly concerned in it, to the writer of these lines several yearsago.
M. E., the narrator, was at the time when the circumstance occurred,
lyingon abed of sickness, from which she never again rose. Her case
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scattered over the distant moors, or situated in the nearer

hamlets. Among tbe latter, that of Helme was, from the
remoteness of its position and want of spiritual privUeges, an
object of much interest to him, and it is to these combined
circumstances, it probably owes itsselection as the site for a

memorialchurch. The incumbent is the Eev. JamesBrook,
who is much respectedin the parish.

THE SCHOOL AND NEW COTTAGES AT HELME.

The school at Helme was for a time under the management
of Mr. Lunn, and at the last meeting of the Meltham
Mechanics' Institute, when statistics were given of the
variousschools in the ecclesiastical districts, it appeared that
Helme, out of a population of 787, had 78 children under

daUy instruction, 138 in its Sunday school, and that the
young persons from Holthead and Helme, attending the
eveningclasses, amounted innumber to 54.

The picturesque Gothic cottages buUt by Mr.Brook, of
HealeyHouse, in the road leadingto Helme, are a great addi-
tion to the beauty of the landscape, and their gay little
gardens, sloping down to the highway, have a most pleasing
effect.

was amost distressing one. Great bodily, andstUlgreatermental anguish,
for, though unquestionably a chUd of God,her faith and hope were pain-
fullyovercast during apart ofher sickness. Atthis time she was constantly
visitedby Mr.Charles John Brook, who was always inthe habit ofreading
the Scriptures toher. Finding that all the promises and encouragements
held out in them to

" fainting souls
"

fell deaduponher ear, and that the
comfort they were designed toconvey, she was unable to receive;he one
day said, in taking leave of her, "Well, Mary, your heart is fuU of fear,
andIsee youcannot get aU the peace offered youin this Psalm

"—
the

103rd, which he hadjust readto her— "
Iwill leave youone single verse of

it to think about
— it is this:— 'He knoweth our frame, he remembereth

thatwe are dust';
" and, she added, "Ihave been able to thinkof this,

andhave foundcomfort from it." The poor sufferer's memory wasmuch
impaired by her sickness, but it was able to retain these few touching
words.
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WILSHAW— ITS NAME AND NATURAL FEATURES.

One more interesting portionof the chapelry of Meltham,
stUl remains to be described, which is WUshaw. In this
hamlet whichbelongs entirely to Mr. Hirst, various additions
and improvements have been made during the last twenty
years. But before entering upon a description of them, it
may be weU toglance for a moment at tbe probableaspect of
the locality in.the fourteenth century, at wbich time we
gather from an ancient documentof the reign ofEdwardIII.,
that WUshaw was a well woodedandpossibly a weU watered
portionof the district. This curious and valuabledocument,
once in the possession of tbe late Joseph Green Armytage,
Esq., of ThickhoUins, was a grant fromEdwardIII. to John
de Thickholyns,empoweringhim to cut wood in the WUlow
Shae, or Shaw, now caUed WUshaw, in aU probabUity the
site on which the church and a villa have since been erected.
It is very interesting to be thus carried back toa periodso
early as that between the years 1327 and 1377, in the first of
whichEdward IIL,began, and inthe last of whicbheended
his reign, and through a vista of so many centuries to get a
glimpse at WUshaw, lying emboweredin thick trees, among
which it must be concluded fromits name, that the wUlow
preponderated. Itis also interesting to find that the names
of ThickhoUins and WUshaw, have, in so great a lapse of
time undergone so little change either in their spelling or
pronunciation.

This is the first and only record extant of the country
situated immediately contiguous to the two hamlets of Greave,
in the township of Netherthong, if indeed, they existedat

all at thatperiod. Its present aspect is highly picturesque,
as are all the views everywhere to be seen from it. The
same distinctive features of wide heath-covered moors and
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magnificent extent of sky, prevaUhere as elsewhere on these
highhills,andgive to tbe landscape a character of breadth
and boldness peculiarlyits own. The sun-sets, occasionaUy
tobe observed from it,are remarkable for their richness and
beauty— a fact wbich is attributable to the great distance
of the horizonfrom the spectator.*

RECENT ADDITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

Such are the natural features of this remote corner of the
district. Of the artificial ones that have been added to it,
neither few innumber nor unimportant in character, it may
beaffirmed that the patient and industriouspursuit of com-
merce has in fewlocaUties been crowned withgreater success,
or produced more marveUous results during the last twenty
years than in thatof WUshaw, where the erectionof a church
and infant school, with a house for the minister, the laying
out of extensive and beautiful grounds, owe their existence
to the genius of well directed commercial enterprise as
exhibited in the person of onevery spirited individual, Mr.
Joseph Hirst, of WUshaw ViUa. This gentleman's woollen
cloth miUs aresituate, oneat MelthamMills,andthe other at
EoydEdge;hehas also otherextensivebuildings atWUshaw,
adapted to hand-loom weaving,dyeing, woolsorting, &c, &c,
and nearto thesehehas erectedneat andcommodiousdweUing-
houses for someof his overlookersand skiUed workmen.

ST. MARY'S CHURCH AND INFANT SCHOOL AT WILSHAW.

St. Mary's Church, WUshaw, was built and endowedby
Mr. Hirst, in memory of his beloved and only child,Mary,

» The waUs whichhavebeen latelybuilt to enclose these moors, though
doubtless an improvement in autilitarian point of view,have sadly spoUed
the picturesque beauty of the landscape,by converting the wild broken
groundmto some thing very Uke a series of ill cultivated fields;and the
wide open road, into a long,narrow, stupid lane.
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the wife of Mr. Atfred Beaumont, of Park Cottage, whose
early death took place on June the 9th, 1859. Tlie first
stone of this edifice was laid by Mrs. Hirston the 31st of
March, 1862, and it was consecrated by the LordBishop of
the Diocese on the 27th of AprU, 1863. Theinfant school,
which forms a part of the buUding, is a spacious room, well
adaptedto the purposefor which it was designed, it is fur-
nished with forms for the weekday evening lectures, and is
also used as a Sunday school. The daUy attendance of
infants averages thirty-five, and there are fifty on the books.
The number of Sunday scholars is 104, the populationof the
districtis 490. The minister is the Bev. J. S.E. Spencer.

Thischurch is calculatedto seat 230 persons, including the
school chUdren. The style of its architectureis that termed
Eomanesque. Nothing can exceed the beauty of the stone
masonry without,equalled only by that of the wood work
within, the carving of which is greatly admired, whUeevery-
thing connected with the church bespeaks the care and
attentionbestowed upon it. A handsome east window bears
the foUowing inscription:— •

"
InMemory of Mary, the only chUd of Joseph and Eleanor Hirst, of

WUshaw, who died June 9th, 1859."

And on each of the north and south windowsin the chancel
these Unes are inscribed:—

"InMemory ofMary,the beloved wifeof Alfred Beaumont,Esq., 1864."

Itwould be impossible to withhold a tributeof affectionate
respect to the memory of this amiableyoung lady, suddenly
removed from her famUy and friends by the hand of death,
in the 28th year of her age;nor can it be considered out of
place here to record her endearing quahties as a daughter
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and a wife, the tenderness of her sympathies with the poor,
and the anxietyshe ever evinced inall that concerned their
best interests.

THE PROSPEROUS STATE OF THE CHAPELRY AND THE
BENEFICIAL OPERATIONS OF THE CHURCHES INIT.

Inclosing this description of the foiegoingthree portions
of the township of Meltham-—Meltbam Mills, Helme, and
WUshaw, it is a source of satisfaction tobe able to testify to
the prosperouscondition ofall, and to the beneficialinfluence
exercised over each respectivelyby the Messrs. Brook's and
Hirst. Nor are they alone actuated by a conscientious sense
of duty towards their workpeople, for the same principle
operates withthe headsof other estabUshmentsin the district,
smaUer inextent, but simUar in kind, and to the universal
prevalence of this feeling, the general order andprosperity of
the township is, doubtless,attributable.

The good carried out by the churches built at Meltham
MUls, Helme, and WUshaw, furnishes ground for much
thankfulness, and a satisfactory solution of the old adage,"divideand conquer," for without their agency, the beneficial
results now observable, never could have been effected;it
being quite clear, that four zealous and conscientious men,
each placed in the centre of his work, must necessarily be
able to accomplish much more than one, however apostolic
and unwearyinginhis labours.

Note to page 213.— WUshaw.— Shaw in this name signifies a grove or
wood, so that the designation by which this hamlet is known,means a
WiUowgrove or WiUow-wood. As used by some early English writers shaw
implies also a thicket.
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pettfesOT— Its ©nrlg fljgsical gispttl.

f®s treating of the early physicalaspect of Meltham, and
of the artificial and social changes which have been

effected in it from time to time, by the hand of man, it is
unnecessary to revert to pre-historic eras, when the whole
surface of the country was in a state of nature, inorder duly
to appreciate the extent and value of the improvementswhich
have been made by the advance of civilisation and the
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knowledge of mechanical science. It is sufficient here to
notice thecondition of the township at the time of the Nor-
manConquest, when it was held by two Saxon thanes,Cola
and Suuen, who were dispossessed by the Conqueror, and
when the manor feU into the hands of the Norman
Baron, Ilbert de Lacy.

It is by no means improbable that at that time the extent
of woodwhich existed in the district, and the uncultivated
state of the ground ingeneral,conduced torenderit a place
of favourable resort to itsnew proprietor andhis retainers, as
affording a cover for the wild einimals "with which the neigh-
bourhood abounded, and the chase of which was the most
favourite diversion of the Normans. That the deer, the
wolf,and the fox were then to be found in the district,may
be naturally inferred from the significantnames of Deer Hill,
Wolf Stones, and Fox Boyd stillremaining in it, the places
so caUed being the precise localities to which these animals
wouldmost probablyhave resorted.

There is no doubt whatever that the red and faUow deer
were found at Honley andHolmfirth in thereign of Edward
III., for there is an incidentalaUusion to their existence in
the sad record of the EUand and Beaumont feud of that
period. WhenLockwood, ofLockwood,hadbeen for some time
living in concealment after the tragic murder of Sir John
EUand, of EUand,* and his son, by the Beaumont's of Cros-

» "Sir John EUand, of Elland, was aman ofgreat account, andHigh
Steward to the Earl ofWarren, Lordof the manor of Wakefield. He slew
Robert Beaumont in his ownhouse at Crosland Hall the 24th, Edward
III. And was himself slain by Sir RobertBeaumont's sons ashe came
from keeping the Sheriff's turn at his own manor of Brighouse. The
quarrelwas about the Earl of Lancaster, and the Earl of Warren, that
took away the said Earl of Lancaster's wife, there being aman slain of
the said Earl Warren's party in ahurley-burley betwixt the two Lords for
thatmatter. EUandcame to search for the murderer in the saidBeaumont'shouse, whobelonged to the said Earl of Lancaster,and slewhim there;
Lockwood of Lockwood (WUliam) wasput to death, he, as well as AdamBeaumont, wasa gentleman retainer, oradherent to the Earl ofLancaster."
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land,and was traveUing from Ferry Bridge to Cannon Hall,
he was advised by two of his young kinswomen, whom he
accidentaUymet onhis way, to go directly to Crosland HaU,
to Adam Beaumont, where he might live safely, and hunt
withhimand other gentlemenboththe red and fallow deer,
at Hanley— Honley— and Holmfirth. And this advice,
backed as it was by the information that elsewhere the sheriff
and his men were making dihgent search for him, he had
done weUto foUow. There is no record or tradition extant
as to the precise time when these animalsbecameextinctin
thedistrict;but it is most likely tbat tbey were driven out
here, as inmany other parts of the kingdom,by tbe increase
and spread of the population and the gradual extensionof
agriculturaloperations.

THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF MELTHAM.

With regard to the natural resources of the township of
Meltham, there can be no doubt that wood for the buUding
of huts and for fuel was to be had in abundance on the
highmoors, before the seam of coal was discovered; whUe
the lower grounds furnished pasturage for the oxen,and the
oak trees, every whereplentiful,produced asufficientquantity
of acorns for the support of the vast herds of swine, whichin
those days formedso largeapart of Saxon wealth; andhoney,
the luxury of those times, was not wanting in a district
surrounded hy heath-covered moors. TheDomesday Survey
testifies to there being land under tbe plough at Meltham,
whichnecessarUy impUes the cultivation of cereal crops;and
game of various kinds probably abounded in tbe forests,
— Crabtree'sHist,ofHalifax,p.451. TheEarlofLancaster wasat thattime
Lord of the manor of Meltham, Huddersfield, Crosland, Holme, &c, and
ofnumerous other places,in right of his wife, Alice de Lacy;the unhappy
woman who was the cause of so much bloodshed, and of a deadly and
lasting feudbetween the Earls of Warren andLancaster.
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whUe the mountainstreams, at that timeuntainted by dye-
wares and other impurities, yieldeda plentiful supply of fish.

These apparently insignificant streams were eventually
destined to effect great physical and social changes in the
valley through which they flowed, and under an agency then
undreamt of, to bringwealthand social improvement within
its range; for there canbe no question that to every part of
the district this supplyof water powerhas beenmore enrich-
ing thanthe discoveryof agoldmine,and has beenproductive
of far greatermoralgood.

INTRODUCTION OF THE WOOLLEN CLOTH MANUFACTURE
INTO ENGLAND, THE WEST-RIDING,

AND MELTHAM.

Thereis no actualproofas to the date at which the woollen
cloth manufacture was establishedinMeltham,* but it is not
impossible that itmight have been so, early in the time of
Edward III., as there is direct historical evidence of its
introductioninto the West-Eiding of Yorkshire in the 12th
year of his reign; for it is recorded thatin 1338, themanu-
facturers of Flanders— Flemings— seeking refuge from the
persecutions with which they were assaUed in their own
country,repaired in great numbers to England, and many of
them settledat Halifax, and the neighbouring places;and
in the same year an act of Parliament was passed for the
encouragementof foreignweavers,t

Additional testimony as to theperiod of its establishment
inEngland, is also furnished by an old monastic chronicler,
who,inrecordingthe virtues ofEdward and hisFlemish con-

* Mr. Morehouseinhis valuable" Historyof Kirkburton" states," that
the introduction of woollen cloth working is unquestionably of great
antiquity, and that there are strong reasons for beUeving that it was
actively carried onin theParish of Kirkburtonin the reign ofEdward III."+ "MayhaU's Annals of Yorkshire," published in Leeds in 1860.
pp.34. 35.
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sort,exclaims,"Blessedbe thememoryofkingEdwardtheIII.,
andPhUippa,ofHainault,hisQueen,whofirstinvented clothes,"
by which,wesupposethe worthy monkto meancloth, as there
isnoreason whateverfor beUevingthatprevious to this reign,
ourancestors were withoutgarments of some kind or other.

The quaint historian,FuUer, when drawing a comparison
between a pastoraland manufacturingcountry, speaks of tbe
great benefit likelyto accrue toEnglandfromthe introduction
of this art, and says, "The kinghavingmarriedPhilippa,*
the daughter of the Earl of Hainault, began now to grow
sensible of thegreat gain the Netherlands got by our EngUsh
wool, in memory whereof the Duke of Burgundy, a century
after, instituted the order of 'The GoldenFleece,' wherein,
indeed, the fleece was ours,but the gold theirs, so vast was
their emolumentby the trade of clothing. Our king, there-
fore, resolved, if possible, to reduce the trade to his own
country-men, who as yet were ignorant, as knowing no more
what to do with their woolthan the sheep that boreit."

But it is stated, tbat " the art of manufacturingcloth was
known and practised in some parts of England even long
before this period, and that it was introducedintoEngland
fromFlanders in tbeyear1111."+"The firstexportation of English cloth occurred in1197."
"In1261, aUEnglishmen were commanded to wear British
cloth;"and,in"Trusler'sChronology," itis stated, that "cloth
manufacture was estabUshed inEnglandby EdwardI."

It is probable that on the settlement of the Flemings in
the West-Biding, during the reign of Edward III., the
manufacture of cloth becamea separate and distinctbranch of
business, and has ever since continued to expand its
dimensions. Previously, it is not improbable, that most

» See Appendix Note H.
t
"Townsend's Manualof Dates."
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families made cloth for their own use, as many do stUlin
some parts of Wales, and thus have given employment to the
womenincarding and spinning.

With regardto theperiod at which woollencloth was first
made in Meltham, although it is not, as already stated,
impossible that it might have been as early as the timeof
Edward III., it more probably dates a good deal later,
betweenthe years1495,and 1509, during the reignof Henry
VIL, when, as remarked in a learned work by Professor
MUlar, the coarse wooUen manufactorywas introducedinto
the West-Biding of Yorkshire. "The wooUen tradeof Eng-
land," he says, "made considerable advances in the reignof
Henry VIL,when, aftera longcourseof civU dissensions, the
peoplebegantoenjoytranquUityunderaprince, who favoured
and protected the arts of peace. About this timewereset on
foot the coarse wooUenmanufacturesof Yorkshire,particularly
at Wakefield, Leeds, and HalUax, places remarkably weU
adaptedto that species of work, from the plenty of coal and
thenumeroussprings of water with whichthey are supplied."*

So much for the probable introduction of this branch of
industry— the staple trade of England— at an early period
into this district. But thereis directand positiveproof of its
existence here in the time of queen Elizabeth, durmg the
earlypart of whose reign mention is made in a curiousold
document dated"20th Julye, 1578," ofa "John Wodde, off
Heye,off the Parisshe off Almonburie within the countye off
Yorke, Clothier, and of a "Thomas Beaumont, clothier, to
whom propertyis left in trust for John Beaumont," &c. By
another indenture bearing date October 10th, 1646, John
Beaumont, of Meltham, devised, along withotherproperty,a

* Vide"MiUar's Historical view of the English Government from the
settlement of the Saxons in Britain, to the accession of the House of
Stuart." Mr. Morehouse states in his "History of Kirkburton

"
that

there wasa fuUing mUl atMytham Bridge in the reignof Henry VIII.
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fulling null,cottages, &c, to his sonAbraham Beaumont, and
a GeorgeBeaumont, of Meltham,his haU brother, a wooUen
draper, left behind him a will dated June 14th, 1659.
There is also a James Haighe, of Meltham, clothier, alluded
to in a deed bearing date 1657, aThomas MitcheU,of Mel-
tham, clothier, in 1704, and WUliam Eadcliffe, clerk, of
Dinnington, in the countie of York

—
the great grandfather of

Sir JosephEadcliffe— letsa
"

fullingniilne
"

inMeltham, in
the year 1707, withappurtenances, dams, &c, for twentyone
years, at the yearlyrent of eleven pounds, toJames Eoberts,
of Steps Milne, inHonley,and JosephEoberts, of Dungeon
Milne,both in the parish of Almonburie.

The followingentry from a register is curious, as affording
a picture of one of the restrictive laws in force respecting
wooUencloth in the earlypart of the last century:

—
" SarahBrearley of the parishof Almondbury maketh oath that the

body of Elizabeth Butterworth of Meltham— lately deceased— was not
buried in any materiall contrary to an act of Parliament made for
burying in woollen. Dated 30, October,1719."— "Swornbeforeme Isaac
Walton, Curate of Marsden Chappell."

To these might doubtlessbe added, many moreinstances of
a similar kind, aU tending to prove that the woollen cloth
working,as it was caUed, very earlytook root inthis country,
and thatit,along with the cultivation of the soil, helped to
stimulate the energiesand industry of the inhabitants.

AGRICULTURAL PURSUIT IN MELTHAM.

To the pursuit of agriculture, however, the first place was
necessarilygivenby persons,nearly all of whom where free-
holders, and, as in the documentary evidence respecting
property in Meltham, from the time of EUzabeth to that of
queen Anne, the terms yeoman and husbandman are per-
petually apphed to the various individuals therein named,
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it is natural to conclude that most of the inhabitants were
landed proprietors; tbose on a larger scale were caUed
yeomen, and those on a smallerone husbandmen,and both
freeholders. Itis perhaps to the preponderance of this class,
thatmay be traced the excessive love for their district, so
many of whose acres were theirown,whicheverdistinguished
the inhabitants of Meltham,and also that strong independent
seU-wUl and impatience of restraint, which they have on
many occasions evinced.

THE TANNING OF LEATHER.

To the tillingof the soil and the working of woollencloth,
must beadded a third branch of industrial pursuit, namely,
that of tanning leather, which was carried onat Meltham,
thoughnot to any great extent,considering the abundance of
oak bark to be had in the neighbourhood and the constant
supplyof water. But this branch of trade has long since
left the place, and Mr. Benjamin Armytage, who residedat
ThickhoUins, in 1731, as far as is known, was the lastperson
connected withMeltham, who embarkedlargelyinit.

THICKHOLLINS AND THE ARMYTAGE FAMILY.

Of ThickhoUins itself, from its antiquityand beauty, the
boast and ornament of the district,it is to be regretted that
no particularrecords remain, and that beyond the generaUy
admittedfact of its having been always ranked as the Great
House* of the neighbourhood,it was also admired for its
ancient respectability. Traditiongives no clue to the date of
its erection, nor is the name of its founder preserved. The
first aUusion to it, ashas beenalready stated, is to be found

* Tradition testifies to the open-handed hospitality of this ancient
mansion for manygenerations back, and this is a characteristicit is by
no means likely to lose in the hands of its present occupant Mr
J. W. CarUle. r '
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in the time of Edward III., when a John de Thickholyns,
probably tbe lord of the soU, was in sufficient favour with
his Sovereign, to ask andobtaina specialgrant atbis hands.*
But though no conjecture can be formed as to whenor by
whomthe firstmansion at ThickhoUins was built, the present
one is supposed tostand on its site, and may,probably, retain
the old foundations, but it has been so often enlargedand
remodelled that its present shape and dimensions convey no
ideaof what its former aspect might have been, or afford the
least clue as to the domestic habits of its earlyoccupants.
And thus the history of a place whose records might have
furnished details of sufficient interest to filla separate chapter,
arebrought withinthe limitsof a couple of pages.

It is believedthat the firstmemberof the Armytage famUy
who settledat ThickhoUins was Thomas, the son of

"
John

Armitedge, of Ermytage," who died in 1527. This Thomas
was a younger son, and is the gentlemanpointed out by tbe
compiler of the ThickhoUins pedigree as the ancestor of that
branch. The earliest entry of any one bearing the Armytage
name, in the Almondbury Parish Eegister, is the fol-
lowing:— "1558, Feb. 11. Anthony the son of John Armi-
tedge Bapt. of ThickhoUins." The incidentalnotices wbich
have been gleanedrespecting certain members of this famUy
are very few, and very meagre, and amount to nothing more
than such bare factsas the following, namely, that a sisterof
Christian Binns, the first curate of Meltham, married an
Anthony Armytage, probably sometime between the years
1651 and1669; that themother of Abraham Woodheadwas
an Armytage; also that oneof his ThickhoUins cousins was at
University CoUege, Oxford, when Dr. ObadiahWalker was
the master of it, about 1675; that his eldest cousin, John

* Namely, a grant to cut woodin the WUlow Shae.

Q
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Armytage,of ThickhoUins, in the year 1676, marriedMary,*
the relictof GodfreyBeaumont, of South Crosland, yeoman;
that she died the foUowing year after thebirth of her first
chUd, who was baptised the same dayhis mother was interred
atMeltham; also thathis son,JohnArmytage, ofThickhoUins,
"Armiger," was one of the grand jury at York in 1716, and
that he died on the 14th of November, 1747. One more
glimpse of tbis ancient family is afforded in the Meltham
Eegister in1752, whereit isnoted, that "oldMrs.Mary Armi-
tage,o'th ThickhoUins,wasburiedinthechancelJuly the27."

The ThickhoUins property is now vested in thepersonof
theBev. J.N.Green Armytage, sonof the late Joseph Green
Armytage,Esq. The luxuriant growth of the hoUy at and
near this interesting old place, fuUy justifies its name, and
gives it a bright and cheerful appearanceevenin the gloomy
months of winter.

A COPY OF THE CONTRACT FOR THE ERECTION OF
MEAN BRIDGE.

The deedrespecting the erectionof Mean Bridge is stUl in
existence, and has been kindly lent for insertion in this
volume, by its possessor, Mr. Joseph Taylor, the registrar.
It runs thus:—

JAMES HACKING AND JOSEPH PIGHLES BOND
CONCERNING MEAN BRIDGE.

Noverint universi per præsentes nos Jacobum Hacking de Sowerby et
JosephumPighles de Rushworth in Comitatu Eboraci, Masons, teneriet
firmiter obUgari Abrahamo Woodhead de Netherthongue,in parochiade
Almonbury etComitatu predicto, yeoman,indecem Hbris bonæ et legaUs
monetæ Magnæ Brittanniæ solvendis eidem Abrahamo Woodhead aut suo
certo Attornato, Executoribus, Administratoribus, vel Assignis suis. Ad

* This lady's maiden name was Waterhouse,her first husband's name
was Godfrey Beaumont, of South Crosland, who left property to Meltham
andHonley chapels.— Seepage 17.
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quam quidem solutionem bene et fideliter faciendam Obligamus nos et
utrumque nostrum per se pro toto et in solido Heredes,Executores,
Administratores nostros firmiter per prŒsentes SigUlis nostris sigUlatis
datis vigesimo octavo die Julij AnnoRegni Domini GeorgijRegis Magnæ
Brittanniæ Franciæ et Hiberniæ fidei Defensoris &c, decimo Annoque
Domini 1724.

[Translation of the above.
Know all men by these presents, that we James Hacking, of Sowerby,

and Joseph Pighles, of Rushworth, in the county of York, Masons, are
held and firmly bound to Abraham Woodhead, of Netherthong,* in the
parish of Almondbury,and county aforesaid,yeoman,in tenpounds ofgood
and lawful money of Great Britain, to be paid to the said Abraham Wood-
head or his certain attorney, executors, administrators or assigns, for
which payment to be well andtruly made, we bind ourselves, and each of
us, by himself, for the whole and in gross, our heirs, executors, and
administrators, firmly by thesepresents, sealed with our seals, dated the
twenty-eighth day of July, inthe tenth year of the reign of our Sovereign
Lord George, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King,Defender of
theFaith, &c,andin the year ofour Lord 1724.+]

Whereas upon the seventeenth day of January last past, abargain was
made betwixt the above-named AbrahamWoodhead, Constable of Meltham-
halfe inthe Parish and county aforesaid of the one part,'and the above
boundJames Hacking and Joseph Pighles on the other part, whereby the
said James Hacking and Joseph Pighles undertook to build anew stone
bridge at Melthamaforesaid, for and in consideration of the sum of four
pounds sevenshillings and sixpence,to be paid at twoseveral payments,
viz. one halfe part at the finishing of the said Bridge, and the other
halfe partat the feast ofSt. Bartholomew next ensuing.

Now the condition of this obUgation is such, that if the abovebounden
James Hacking and JosephPighles will and do rebuUd the said Bridge, if
it should happen to be broken down by floods, or otherwise, within the
termof seven yearsnext ensuing the date hereof, and further, if the said
James Hacking and Joseph Pighles or their heirs, executors, &c,shaU

* "
Nether-Thong, althoughnow an independenttownship,wasformerly

called Meltham-HaU, having been severed from Meltham at a remoteperiod.— History of Kirkburton,Notep.218.+ MeanBridge was enlarged September13th, 1743. Ina document of
the year1677, 29th, Charles IL, we observe that an injunction is laid"upon those whomit shaU concernto keep in repair the Meane Gate andLane," penalty for neglect of such 2s. each.
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during the term of seven years next ensuing, maintain, uphold andkeep
the said bridge in goodrepair, tbe Battlements only excepted, as occasion
shallrequire and when requested by the Constable of Meltham aforesaid
then in office. Thenthis obligation to be void, otherwise in force.
Sealed, signed and delivered The seal of
being writtenupon treble James OHacking
Sixpenny stampt paper The seal of
as the Actrequires, in JosephQ Pickles
presence of

John Stainton' Ticketed outside
John Shaw James Hacking j Bond concerning

Joseph Pighles ) MeanBridge.

THE ENLARGEMENT OF MEAN BRIDGE IN 1805-7.

Thisbridge was widened westward sometimebetween the
years 1805, and 1807, in consequence of an accident which
occurred to aspirited and valuablehorse incrossing iton the
12th of August, 1805, bywhich the animalwas nearlykilled.
The circumstances which gaverise to the accident were these.
A person, Mr. JohnArmitage, assisting at the inn on that
day, took the horse which belonged to oneof the gentlemen
who had come to shoot on the moors, to water at the goit.
When returning, at a pretty sharp trot, the animal,unex-
pectedly, took fright, and withhisrider onhis back, leaped
over the east battlement. Armitage escaped almostmiracu-
lously, for, though his neck was somewhat twisted, yet no
bones werebroken. The horse was notactuallykilledby the
fall,but so injured, thatit was found necessary for him tobe
immediately shot. After this accident thebridge was widened
by orderof the constable thenin office.

NOTICES OF SEVERE DISTRESS.

The year 1799, known as the
"

dreadful barley time," is
* Probably the curate of Meltham, nominated by R. Slater, vicar of

Almondbury in 1724.
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weUremembered by tbe aged inhabitants of Meltham, when
oatmeal was soldfor five shUlings and fourpence per stone.*
The township then sufferedseverely withmanyother parts of
the country from the effects of a succession ofbadharvests.

The year 1812 appears like thatof 1799, to have been one
of much distress and privation to the working classesinMel-
tbam, and it is satisfactory to observe by the town's books,
that a subscription was at that time enteredinto for therehef
of the necessitous poor of the township, then containinga
population of about 1470 only. Of this subscription,Mr.
James Garlick andMr. Crispin Taylorwere tbe coUectors.

THE ERECTION OF A WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL.

In tbe year 1819 a WesleyanMethodistChapelwas erected
in the viUage, in connection with which is a flourishing
Sunday school, which was statedat the last meeting of the
Mechanics' Instituteto contain240 scholars.t

THE BAPTISTS.

The pastor of the Baptist Congregation, the Bev. Mr.
Thomas, now inthe 79th year of his age, states that he has
residedinMelthamfor thirty-sevenyears,during whichperiod
hehasbeeninstrumentalinbuUdingtwoSunday schools,andin
1864, a Newchapel of commodiousdimensions. The number
of scholars attendinghis Sunday schoolis statedtobe 117.

THE MELTHAM ENCLOSURE ACTS.

It is probable that the most important physical changes
which have takenplace in the district, wereproducedby the
act for enclosing the lands intbe manor of Meltham, passed

* The measure called hoop was sold forsixteenshiUings. It contained
three stones of sixteenpounds to the stone.

t The Wesleyan Methodist Congregation was estabUshed at Meltham
in the year1807.
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in the session of 1817, the 57th year of the reign of George
III.,which was amended in the first of WiUiam IV.,and
carried into effect in the year 1832, for the waUing in,
drainage, and cultivation of tho wastelands,consequentupon
it, especiaUy those that lay nearest to the village, must havo
naturaUyaffected itsaspect, and taken away the wUdromantic
beauty it previously possessed, when the heather and bUberry
plant were to be found blooming much nearer to it than
theyare atpresent.

THE TURNPIKE ROAD FROM HUDDERSFIELD
TO MELTHAM.

The turnpike road from Huddersfield to Meltham* was
begun in1819. An act for amending, improving,and main-
taining of which passed in the session of 1825, in the 6th
year of George IV,must have conduced greatly to advance
the social condition of the people,by affording them facilities
of intercoursewith their Huddersfield and other neighbours,
and opening out markets from wbich their ancestors were
necessarUy excluded. The completion of this road gave a
considerableimpetus to trade and industrialpursuits of every
description, and inconsequenceof it,improvementsof various
kinds at firstgraduaUy, and thenrapidly succeeded, and made
wayfor each other.

THE ERECTION OF THE PARSONAGE HOUSE.

On a portion of the glebe land situatedabove the viUage
an excellentParsonage House with suitable offices attached,

* Melthamis in the upper division of the Wapentake of Agbrigg. It
is six and ahalf miles south-west by south from Huddersfield. Its boun-
daries are far west, West Nab;north west, Corner of Deer HiU;north,
Blackmoorfoot;east, Folly Dyke. The Druidical or Rockingstone,
mentioned in pp. 6, 7, was, it appears by a document of the reign of
Charles II.— 1677— considered one of the boundaries of the township of
Meltham. "The Rockingstone att Farrcroft Nabb" being therein speci-
fied as oneof the limits.
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was erected in the year 1839, by the Eev. JosephHughes,
who had been appointed to the incumbency in the previous
year. The buUding of this house was an event of great
interest to aU the inhabitants of Meltham, for inaddition to
the prospect it held out of a resident incumbent,one whose
blessed vocationit sbouldbe, as has been weU said, " to do
thegreatestamountofgoodto thegreatestnumber ofpersons,"
itselevated position,overlookingthe vUlage,and visiblefrom
many points of view,ledthemto expect thatit would benot
only a most prominent, but also a most pleasingfeature in
tbeirlandscape. Nor were they disappointed in theirhope,
for its completion fully justifiedtheir anticipations. A stone
scroll over the front doorbears the foUowing inscription:—

A° X1 1839.
THE POST OFFICE, NEWS-ROOM, LENDING LIBRARY,

MECHANICS' INSTITUTE, AND ODD-FELLOWS' HALL.

Among the most important public improvements in the
viUage was the estabUshment of a Post Office in the year
1845, afterwards foUowed by the opening of a News-room,
and the formationof a LendingLibrary in1851, furnishedby
tbe kind liberality of some of the neighbouring gentlemen
interested in the weffare of the inhabitants. The volumes
composing this Ubrary arekept in an apartment above the
News-room, and being weU assorted, are a great boon toaU
the readers of the viUage. The Mechanics' Institute was
opened inthe year 1849, and a Female Institute, under the
able superintendence ofMr.Lawford,doesgoodservice among
the young women, wbo receive instruction in it on certain
week days in the evening, in Scripture history, writing,
geography, and accounts. The Odd FeUows' Hall, a large
roombelonging to the members of the order whose nameit
bears, was buUt in 1851, and is weU adapted for public
meetings of various kinds, tea drinkings, concerts, &c.
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THE INTENSE FROST OF 1855.
An intense frostin the spring of 1855, whichbeganon the

6thof February,and lastedtUl the5th ofMarch, was a cause
of much suffering in the village and district contiguous to
Meltham,and caUed for immediate sympathy and aid from
the rich towards their poor neighbours. This was readUy
accorded, and liberal subscriptions werepromptly set on foot
for the supply of bread, soup, and coalto themost necessitous
among them. Thesupplyof breadandsoup thusprovidedwas
sufficient for the reUef of 1359 famUies, to whom it was
distributed atMeltham Parsonage from the 8th of February
to the 5th of March. The coal was distributed to the poor
in the village.*

THE ERECTION OF GAS WORKS.
Gas was first introduced into Meltham inNovember, 1855,

after the completion of the Gas works near Mean Bridge,
which wereerected by a joint stock companywitha capital
of £2,000, in shares of £2 each, and at an outlay of £2,250,
the extra £250 being borrowed money. Subsequent
improvementshave beenmade, thecost of which was defrayed
out of the reserve fund of the company.

THE ADOPTION OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, AND
THE CONSTRUCTION OF WATERWORKS.

In the year 1860, a Board for Local Government was
formed, under whose auspices in 1862, the viUage was sup-
• [In connection with the coal at that time distributedin the vUlaeemany may doubtless remember the two friends, both now Dassed »w»vthe Rev.Joseph Hughes, and Mr. Charles John Brook engaged togeS

m that work of chanty, the older man sitting in the stress, book andpencil in hand,keeping an account of the coal, which the younger onewith ahearty good wiU, shoveUed mto the basketsand boxesof the agedand suffering persons for whomit wasdesigned.]
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plied with water, abundant in quantity and excellent in
quality. The water was first turned into the mains on the
5th of May in that year.

THE RAILWAY AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.

The last and perhaps the most importantevent as regards
itsprobable effects upon the village of Meltham has yet to
berecorded, namely, the cutting of the first sod of the BaU-
way which is to connect MelthamwithHuddersfield. This
was done byMr.CharlesBrook, jun.,on AprU the 4th, 1864.
The widening of the road toThickhoUins,and the diversion
of it from the OldBridge is rememberedby many as a recent
improvement which was much needed. So also is the intro-
duction of a EuralPoUce into the district, the establishment
of Mr.Charles Bayner's printingpress, and some other minor
additionsonwhich our limits wUlnotpermit us to dwell

THE POPULATION OF MELTHAM FROM 1801 TO 1861.

The census of the population of the township ofMeltham
from 1801 to 1861is as foUows :— 1801, 1279; 1811, 1470 ;
1821,2000; 1831,2746; 1841,3262; 1851,3758; 1861,
4046. The number of famUies inMelthamin1728 is stated
to have been 85, and in 1750 they had increased to 102,
whUe the census of 1861 gives them at 890. The township
consists of 4590 acres. The numberof houses init in1841
was477. The money raised by the parish rates in 1803,
at five shiUings in the pound was £288 14s. 6£d.

Note top.185:— Gas was introduced into Meltham Church in Decem-
ber, 1865, and was lighted for evening service on the 24thof that month.
The cost of this improvement was about £50, which was defrayed by
voluntary subscriptions.



234

CHAPTER XIII

THE RpiDCLIFFE FAMILY
—

ITS CONNECTION BY MARRIAGE WITH
THE BEACMONTS OP MELTHAM

— NOTICES OF THE ANCIENT
FAMILY OF BEAUMONT IN MELTHAM.

%\t %viadiSz

flf is somewhere abouttwohundred years since the name
and famUy of Eadcliffe first became connected with the

viUage of Meltham,by the marriage of one of its members
with a lady— Mary Beaumont by name— the daughter of
Abraham Beaumont, of Meltham, yeoman, agentleman who
was possessed of considerable landed property in the district.

Debrettinhis pedigreeof the ancient family of Eadcliffe,
gives an interesting account of its origin, and states that the
name is derivedfrom the viUage ofEadcliffe in the county of
Lancaster, and that it claims affinity withone of our early
EngUsh monarchs,Ethelred— Ivo Taylebois— Earl of Anjou,
from whomit sprang,having married Elfivat, a daughter of
King Ethefred. It is also connected with the noble but
unfortunate House of Derwentwater, and with the Earls of
Sussex, &c.

But it is unnecessary to follow the pedigree through allits
various ramifications ; suffice it to state, that the young
divine,William Eadcliffe, clerk, the third son of Edmund
Eadcliffe, of Oldham, in the county of Lancaster, gentleman,
about the year 1670, marriedMary,thedaughter of Abraham
Beaumont, ofMeltham, and,according toDebrett, theheiress
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of her brother George Beaumont*— these Beaumonts werea

youngerbranch of the ancient familyof Beaumont, of Whit-
ley Beaumont, and of Crosland, in this county— and were
scions from the same root, viz.:— the noble baronEoger de
BeUomonte, who accompanied WUliam the Conqueror from
Normandy to England. The Bev. WilUam Eadcliffe, who
married Mary Beaumont, above-named, was educated at
Brasenose CoUege, Oxford, and was afterwards curate of
Thorpe Salvin, where severalof his chUdren wereborn. He
was subsequently nominated to the rectories of Aston and
Dinnington,tinYorkshire,bothwhichheheldfor fortyyears.

Of his numerous familyby Mary, his wtfe, the daughter of
AbrahamBeaumont,of Meltham,aforesaid, WiUiam Eadcliffe,
hi^ third son, settled himself at MUnsbridgeHouse, near
Huddersfield, in right of Elizabeth his wife, reUct of John
Sellick Dawson, Esq., sometime of the sameplace. By this
ladyhe had five chUdren, two of whomdied young. Of the
surviving ones, William,Charles, andMary,it is recordedthat
WUliamEadcliffe,Esq.,of MUnsbridge House,eldest sonand
heir, was Lieutenant Colonel of the West YorkMUitia, and
one ofHis Majesty's justicesof thepeacefor the West-Biding
of Yorkshire. He died unmarried September 26th, 1795,
agedeighty-fiveyears, and devised his estates to hisnephew,
JosephPickford, eldest son of his sister Mary.

* This is amistake, she was the heiress ofher brother Abraham.+ The young rector of Dinnington had a large famUy of sons and
daughters, and when at Thorpe Salvin,had a verysmaU stipendto support
them. Hunter in his "South Yorkshire

"
states that he was instituted

rector ofDinnington on the 17th of April, 1688, on the presentation of
KingJames II.,andheld the Uving tiU his death in 1727. His eldest
son, Abraham, so named after his maternal grandfather, following the
exampleof his father,married a Mary Beaumont, of Meltham, his second
cousin, the daughter of Thomas Beaumont. This event took placeeither
in 1693 or1694, and formed a double connection between the Radcliffes
and Beaumonts. Another of the rectorof Dinnington's sons became con-
fessor to the household, and gentleman of the chapel, of Queen Anne.
WilUam and Abraham werebothbrought up to the profession of the law.
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This gentleman,the great grandson of the MaryBeaumont,
who about1670 became the wife of the Bev. William Ead-
cliffe, in compliance with a clause contained in his uncle's
will, took the surname and arms of Eadcliffe only. He was
for several years a most loyal and active magistrate,one of
His Majesty's justices of the peacefor the counties of Lan-
caster andChester, thecountyof Derby,and the West-Biding
of Yorkshire,and alsoDeputyLieutenantforthe West-Biding.
His services duringa period of disorder and public outrage
wereso highly esteemedby the Government, thatin 1813, at
thesuggestion of the LordLieutenantof the West-Eiding of
Yorkshire— Earl FitzwUUam— a baronetcy was offered him
with the singular favour of a gratuitous patent. This he
accepted,but lived six years only to enjoy it, as he died in
the year 1819.

Charles Eadcliffe, Esq., the uncle of the baronet, some-
time resident at Heath, near Wakefield, married Francina,
daughter and co-heir of Eichard Towne, M.D., of York,
and had by her three daughters, but no son. The
WUliam Towne Eadcliffe,* of Smithouse, in the parish of
Halifax, the son of Charles Eadcliffe, Esq., of Smithouse,
who had landed property in Meltham, must therefore have
been the greatnephew of Mr.EadcUffe, of Heath.

Itwouldappear that Mr. Abraham Eadcliffe, of Meltham,
married, for his second wife, Abigail, the daughter of Luke
Wilson,of Mytham Bridge, the founder of WUson's charity,
and, after the birth of a son, removed to Almondbury, and
resided in the ancient mansion there, caUed "Townend," of

« WilUam Towne Radcliffe, gentleman, of Smithouse, in the parishofHalifax, andhis only sister, dying without issue, hy virtue of their father's
wUl,provedat York 28th April, 1818, on the decease of both his children,
the estatesat Meltham now vest in his godsonFrancis Horncastle,Esq.,
and his share of the undivided estatesin Almondbury, and the parish of
Kirkburton, are vested in a distant relative, Charles Turner, Esq., of
Hopton.
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whichhe became the purchaser. The family were of great
eminence as solicitors,and the building in which they had
theiroffice is stUl in existence. The subjoined notices from
theold register ofMelthamchapel were forwardedto Almond-
bury in the year 1857, and copied into the parish register
there.

"1694 (copy) Sarah; f: Abrahami Radcliffe bap:Feb: 21.
"1696 Abrahamus;* f: Abrmi RadcUffe bap:Feb: 7."

1698 WiUms. f :Abrami Radcliffebap:Mar. 8."1700 Maria:Ux: AbrhiRadcliffe Sep:May 16."
Ihereby testify thatthe foregoing extracts are correctly taken from

the Register ofBaptisms andBurials in Meltham Church.
Joseph Hughes,"

Meltham Parsonage, Incumbent."
August 25th, 1857."

The foUowing additional extracts from the registers
enumerate the subsequent members of the Eadcliffe famUy
who emanatedfromMeltham.
" 1705 Dec 30Johns the sonof Abraham Radcliffe, baptizedat Meltham."

1711May 19 Anna the daughter of Abraham Radcliffe of this town
gentlemanbaptized.

"1713 Api 22 Thomas J the son of Abraham RadcUffe gentleman was
baptized."1721Nov 9 Sarah the daughter of Abraham Radcliffe of Townend
gentleman wasbaptized."

1723 June 29 AbigaU the daughter of Abraham RadcUffe of Townend
gentlemenbaptized."1724 Sept 18 Maria the daughter of Abraham RadcUffe Gentn of
Townend baptized." 1735 AprU17th JohnHopkinsof the ParishofHuddersfield gentleman
and Mrs. Rachael Radcliffe of this parish spinster weremarriedbyEdward
Rishton (by virtue of a 3Licence granted by Dr. George Leigh Vicar of
Halifax.)

* This gentleman wasliving at Almondbury in the year 1720.+ Died at Almondbury in 1763.
}Settled at Charlston inSouthCarolina.
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9

"Api 27th Charles son of Mr. Abraham RadcUffe of Townend attorney

at Law wasburied."1739 Sept 17 Abigail wife of Mr. Abraham RadcUffe of Townend
attorney at law buried."

1747 Api 1Mr. Abraham RadcUffe attorney at Law wasburied." 1752 Oct 19 The Revd. Mr. John Hirst, Curate of Longwood Chapel
and Mrs. AbigailRadcliffe, spinster, of this Parish weremarried by virtue
of aLicence grantedby Mr.Thomas Rhodes, Vicarof Batley."1763 Dec 31John Radcliffe of Townend Gentlemen wasburied."

1764 Mar 13 Catherine the Relict of John RadcUffe of Townend
Gentln. wasbulled." 1782 Api 24 Bmied Miss Sarah Radcliffe who was born at Townend
inAlmondbury,but died at Woodhouse inRastrick.

THE BEAUMONT FAMILY.

Of the ancient famUy of the Beaumonts, of Meltham, with
whom, as alreadystated, the Badcliffes first aUied themselves
inmarriage about the year 1670, some particulars have been
gleaned from old legaldocuments kindly furnishedbyseveral
of tbose professional friends to whose courtesy the editor is
indebtedfor some of the most valuablenotices inthis work.
From oneof these documents it appears thatJohnBeaumont,
the elder,ofMeltham, yeoman,by indenture datedMay 23rd,
15th, Elizabeth— 1573

—
enfeoffs his son and heir John

Beaumont, the younger, witha moiety of his lands, and aU
his possessions in Meltham, &c, to him and to his heirs for
ever, retaining the other moiety to bis own use during
his life.

A second indenture states that this John Beaumont, the
younger,upon whom a moiety of his father's property was
settledin1573, inanticipationof his contemplated marriage
with Agnes, widow of Thurstan Mottley,* of Honley, died

* Thurstan Mottley.— Thurstan bears a singular resemblance to Thur-
ston or Thurstin Clough, near Honley, which probably derivedits name
from its owner here mentioned.
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about the first year of Charles the first's reign, and was
succeeded in his estates by his son, also a John Beaumont,
then forty-seven years of age. In the inquisition holdenat
Bradford in1625, the landsand possessions therein described
provehim to have been a very wealthyyeoman.

From a third indenture it appearsthat theson and heir of
this gentleman, again a John Beaumont, and the fourth of
that name in an uninterrupted succession, devised aU his
estates in Meltham, to wit, his house at OverBoyd Closes,
&c., with cottages, fulling miU, &c, to his eldest son and
heirapparent, Abraham Beaumont,retainingonly for his own
supporta smaU annuity out of the proceeds thereof.

This annuity was £8 per annum for life, which was a very
trifling sumout of so considerablea property;but probably
at thatperiod— 1645— desires were humble, and wants few.
The AbrahamBeaumonthere named was, it appears, married
three times. By his first wife he had four children who
survived him,namely— Abraham, his eldest son, whom he
madehisheir,George apprenticed toa woollendraper,Mary,
whobecame the wffe of the Eev. WiUiam Eadcliffe, curate of
Thorpe Salvin, and Sarah, wife of TristramTeesdale, attorney
at law. Abraham Beaumont made his wUl in 1673, and
died the foUowingyear.*

His eldest son, Abraham, as already stated, was made heir
to the chief part of his father's landed property, and he,
dying without issue, by bis will dated AprU 16th, 1707,
devisedto his sister Sarah, the wife of Tristram Teesdale,
attorneyat law,onefarm withappurtenances, forher natural

* There is no tradition as to the house or houses occupied by the
Beaumonts inMeltham for the two hundred years from1573— the date at
which the notice of them here begins

—
to 1773, when then- initials were.B, over the door of the house in which Mr.

carvedin stone, thus I773 Edwin Eastwood now resides, and which
his father purchased of the Beaumonts.

The name of this house is Lydgate, or Nether EndHouse.
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life, and to his brother George the farms called Eoyd and
Haigh Farm, withappurtenancesin Melthamfor his natural
life, the premises aU to be kept in good repair,and on their
deaths gives and bequeaths these to his brother-in-law,
WilliamEadcliffe, clerk, in addition to all his other posses-
sions, which at his decease areleft to his said brother-in-law,
WilliamEadcliffe, clerk, for the term of tweDty-four years
next, after his decease. To every one ofhis nephews and
nieces he bequeathshandsome legacies, and after the expira-
tion of the said term of twenty-four years, or as soon as the
debtsand legacies canberaised,he devises theremainderofhis
property to his great nephew Abraham Eadcliffe,* junior, and
hisheirs male.

This fortunate young gentleman was the eldest son of
Abraham Eadcliffe, senior, and Mary Beaumont, his wife.
His father, and grandfather, the rector of Dinnington, it
appears,eachmarriedaMaryBeaumont. AbrahamEadcliffe,
junior, eventually settled at Brighouse. It is clear from
the provisions of Abraham Beaumont's will that he had
considerable personal as well as landed property to leave
behindhim, and he appears to have forgotten none of his
relationsin the dispositionof it. One portionof a legacy to

* It was of the father of this Abraham Radcliffe and his wife, that
the Rev. Robert Meeke, speaks thus in his diary:

— "
October 30, 1694.

Dined at Abr. Beaumond's at Meltham, with anew married couple,viz.
Mr.RadcUffe and his wife. After dinner we went into the town to drink
a shot as custom is. We Btay'd too long, that it was very late beforeI
came home. Mr. B. [Broom] being withme." The lady's maiden name
was

"Mary," and she was the daughter of Thomas Beaumont, of Mel-
tham, consequently half-cousin of her husband. Abraham 3Radcliffe,
junior, was the eldest son of this lady. He was baptised at Meltham,
February 7,1696. By a document which he granted, viz., alease which
was witnessed hy his two sons Abraham and WilUam, in school-boy
writing, it is evident that he had become possessed of the property in
Meltham to which itrelates, either as heir at law, or by bequest of his
uncle Abraham Beaumont, or of his grandfather WilUam Radcliffe, clerk.
This branch of the Radcliffe family eventually settled at Smithouse, in
the neighbourhood of Brighouse.
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his brother George furnishes a curious specimen of the
simplicity of the times in which he lived. It runs thus:

—
" Item,Igive to the saidGeorgeBeaumont one chamberforhimself to live

in, called the chamber over the great Parlour, during hisnatural life, or so
long as he shall keep single and unmarried;Item, Igive to the said
GeorgeBeaumont abed withbedding, one chest, a table, and aRange in
the chamber."

The summing up of this document is somewhatcurious.
After nominating and appointing, as he had done several
times before in this same will, his brother-in-law, WilUam
Eadcliffe,clerk, the wholeandsoleexecutor of his last wUland
testament, revoking allformer wills, he directs "that in case
any oppositionby any suitat-lawbe brought by anyperson
claiming a legacy under this will,suchact shall make void
the legacy ofbimor them." These Beaumontswerenot only
possessed of property, as is provedbythe aforesaiddocuments,
from 1573 to 1707,and welleducatedpersons,as appears from
the specimensoftheircaligraphytobe foundinvariousdeeds to
wbich their names areappended,but also a fine race of men;
and the branch of the famUysettled at Town-end, Almond-
bury, was not inferior to the oneatMeltham. The lastAbra-
ham Beaumont, of Almondbury, seems to have beenheld in
veneration as the viUage sage. In the churchwardens'
accounts his name frequentlyoccurs from 1690 to 1704, and
then the "labourerceasing from bis work," this foUows in
the parishregister :— " Abraham Beaumont,* deTown-end, a
man

— in his generation— honest, useful, agreeable, to the
grief and loss of the neighbourhood, departed thislife on the
15th day of Septr. anno 1705, and was buried on the 17th
day."

To oneof the members of a coUateralbranch of this ancient

* The entry is inLatin— the translation here given is a literal one.
K
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family, viz., Godfrey Beaumont, of South Crosland, yeoman,
the chapelsof Meltham and Honleyareindebted for endow-
ment by landsand houses whichhe left for themaintenance
of the ministers of both, in theyear 1672. These are situate
in the lordships and chapelries of Meltham and Honley,
Netherton and South Crosland.

Among several other documents relating to property in
Meltham which have been kindly furnished byMr. Daniel
Dyson, two, aUuding to the Beaumont family, appear of
sufficient interest to claim a place in this chapter. Both are
of the reignof Queen Anne— the first is "

anindenturein the
fifth year of the reign of our Sovereign lady Anne, by the
grace of God, fcc, anno dom., 1706, between William
Harrison, of Edge-end, in South Crosland, in the county of
York, yeoman, of the one part, and Katherine Beaumont, of
Sharleston, in the said county of York, widow,of theother
part, and witnesseth, that WUliam Harrison seUs to thesaid
Katherine Beaumont, two closes of land lying and being
within the township of Meltham, near to a messuage there
caUed the Coppe. These closeswerecalledandknownby the
severalnames ofEdmund's Close andUpper Intack, and had
been previously purchased by WUliam Harrison of one
Edmund Walker, of Huthersfield,inthe said county of York,
yeoman."

Oneof these closesseems to have retained the nameof its
originalowner, Edmund. The second documentis an inden-
ture made in the thirteenth year of our Sovereign lady Anne,
&c,anno dom., 1714,betweentbeEight Honourable Thomas,
Earl of Westmorland, Baron le de Spencer and Burgash, of
the one part,and JosephFisher,of theparishof Huthersfield,
of the other part, by which the Earl of Westmorland, who
had come into possessionof this property inright ofhis wife,
Katherine Beaumont, seUs these closes aforesaid to Joseph
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Fisher,of Huthersfield,yeoman;and thusputs an end tohis
connection withthe viUage of Meltham.

In Hunter's account of Lupset, Heath, and Sharleston,
some curious notices of Madam Katherine Beaumont, of
Sharleston,may be found. She was the daughter and heiress
of Thomas Stringer, Esq., of Sharleston,and marriedEichard
Beaumont, Esq., of Whitley,who died in 1704, at the ageof
twenty-six years. "The young and wealthy widowhad soon
another suitor, one of her own name. What some of her
neighbours thought of this mattermay be coUected from the
foUowingpassage in a letter of one of theWentworths', of
WoUey, writteninJanuary,1705 or1706:— 'ColonelStringer
is constantly atSharlston, and it is everybody's opinion the
widow wiUhavehim, andthenIthink,asYorkshirehas been
talkedof for rich widows,so it may be for fooUsh ones.'"

However, itappearsthe personsmostimmediately interested
in the matter thought differently, though it didnotgo toa
marriage. In "LeNeve,"p.120,it is stated,"ColonelThomas
Stringer died of a fever inhis coach as he was going from
Courtray, in Flanders, September, 1706. His body was
brought over and interredat Enfield. There is a monument
in thechurch, at Enfield, erected to his memoryby this lady
aftershe became Countess of Westmorland. Her death took
place on the 4th of February, 1730,and she was buriedat
Apethorpe. The Countess of Westmorland's first husband,
EichardBeaumont, Esq., of Whitley, was oneof the lords of
the manor of Meltham, where he was also the owner of
considerable property."

The extracts fromthewillofThomas Beaumont, ofMeltham,
dated March 18th, 1669, are here subjoined, as helping to
connect together the various members of the Beaumont
family, and associating them with persons and events once
weUknown in the villageofMeltham.
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"
In the name of God, Amen, the18thday of March, the 22 year of

the raigne of our Sovereigne Lord king Charles the II.by the grace of
God ofEngland, Scotland, France, &c, defender of the faith, &c, anno
dom., 1669, I, Thomas Beaumond, of Meltham, in the Parish ofAlmon-
burie, and countie of Yorke, yeoman, being sick and weak in bodie,but
yet of sound and perfect memorie — bjessed be God for the same— and
knowing the uncertaintie of this life onearth, and verie desirous to settle
things in order,Ido make this my last will and Testamentinmanner and
forme foUowing,viz.—

"Ffirst and principally Irevoake and hereby do disanull all and
everie former wills and testaments by me formerly andbefore this time at
the date hereof made and declared, and then Icommende my soule into
the hands of Almightie God who gave itme, and assuredly believing that
IshaU receive full pardon, and to be remissed of all my sins and to be
saved by the precious death and merits of my blessed Saviour and
Redeemer Jesus Christ, and my bodie to he returned to the earthfrom
whence it was taken, and there to remain untill the joyful coming of our
Lord and Saviour to judge the quick and the dead,by whose mightie
power itbeingraised andmade incorruptible,Idoe steadfastUe believein
soule and bodie to enjoy life eternal. Desiring withal to be buried within
the Chappell of Meltham aforesaid, in such decent place there asIshaU
make known to my executors hereafter named, and as touching such
worldlie estate asthe Lordinhis mercie hathlentme,my will andmean-
ing is, the same shall be bestowedand employed inmanner and form, as
hereafter isexpressed."

Thenhe gives to aUhis children, consisting of four daugh-
ters* andoneson, equalportions,and further on, adds:

—
" Item,my will andmind is, that if it happen— as Godit defend— that

my said wife, Sarah, do die anddepart this lifebefore my said son, Joshua,
attainehis full age of twentie and one yeares [his son, Joshua, wasnot
fourteen at his father's death],Iordaine, constitute and appointe my weU
belovedbrother-in-law, Edmund Broadhead andmyhalfebrother,Abraham
Beaumont, younger,my joynt and lawful executors, &c, &c."

* The names of his daughters were Marie, afterwards married to Abra-
ham RadcUffe, eldest son ofWUliam Radcliffe, clerk;she died in the year
1700,andwasburied in the Chapel of Meltham;and Martha, Anne,and
Rebecca;he had also one son, Joshua, to whomhe givesandbequeaths all
his possessions oncondition thathe shall pay to his four daughters, three
score and four poundseach.
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The following extracts from inquisitions held in various
reigns are givenin this chapter,as the most circumstantialof
them— thosein thetime of QueenElizabeth— are confirmatory
of the documentsbefore adduced, toprove the socialposition
of the Beaumont familyinMeltham at that period.

On examiningthe various inquisitionsrelating to Almond-
bury, the first is found in the hundred rolls inEdwardI.,
A.D. 1273-4. The second in Edward III. The third in
Henry VI. The fourth in Elizabeth's reign. The fifth in
James I. In one part of the inquisition in Edward the
third's reign, two tenants from Meltham are foundpaying
rent to the Lordof Almondbury. InElizabeth'sreign there
is avery longreturn bya juryappointedto survey the manor
of Almondbury,and toanswernearlythirty articlesof inquiry.
The three first questions,and the answers to them, appear to
be theonly factsofthis lengthydocumentreferringtoMeltham.

Itseems that for many ages,periodicalreturns weremade
from Almondbury to PontefractCastle;whatbecameof these
returns on the entire destruction of the Castle is notknown,
but it is feared that with the overthrow of that stronghold
theyperished,along withmany other valuable memorials of
the past. Itis,however,possible, that someremains of these
important documentsmay stillbe found inpublic or private
collectionsof manuscripts, sufficient to fiU up a chasm in the
history of the Castle at Almondbury.

It was ordered in Trinity Term, the 26th year of EUzabeth, 1584, that
Edward Stanhope, Esq., Surveyor, shall, by virtue of his office, survey the
manor of Almonbury, parcel of the Dutchy of Lancaster, in the county
of York,and shallnotice in writing, to be delivered in the church there,
upon some Sunday, or hoUday, after the Common Prayer, twenty days
before the said Edward Stanhope shall beginhis said survey, whereby as
weU the freeholders as copyholders maymake their evidence ready, tobe
showed at the time ofthe said survey.
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Articles to be inquired of upon the surveyof the Queen's
Majesty'smanorof Almondbury,taken and madeby Edward
Stanhope,Esq. The three first articles are as foUows:

—
lst.

—
In the first place to inquire and present aperfect boundary

of the ring, and uttermost bounder of thewholemanor and township of
Almonhury, liberties of the same,and what out-towns be belonging to the
same, or that the same doth extend into, and how the same is divided
from aU other parishes andmanors adjoiningupon the same.

2nd.— Also how many townships, or several and distinct villages there
be within the precincts of the said manor of Almonhury,or into which
the same manor extendeth, and by whatparticularnames they be caUed,
andhow they do lie.

3rd.— Also, whether the Queen's Majesty in the right of her Dutchy of
Lancaster, be chief Lord of the saidmanor of Almonbury, and of all the
lands and tenements contained within the said towns or hamlets belong-
ing to the said manor.

Then foUow the answers to the above three articles, and
it is added:

—
They further say, that the townships of Huddersfield, Honley, and

Meltham, South Crosland, Slaithwaite, and such, do, in respect of the
Court Leet, belong to the said manor ofAlmonbury, for that the several
constables and certain men of every the said townships, do twice in the
year, make their suite to the said Court Leet, holden within the same
manor of Almonbury, and there do make presentments upon theiroaths
of their new constables, at the Court Leet holden at Michaelmas yearly,
and of affrays,bloods, and such other common annoyances

—
at both the

said Court Leets
—

as are done and committed within the said several
townships, and as areusually presentable at a CourtLeet.

And they further say, touchingthe saidfirst article, thatthe saidmanorof
Almondbury doth extenditself into the manor or lordshipofHuddersfield,
for that Edward Cowper,one of the afore-named jury,doth hold freelyby
soccage and messuage, certain lands lyingwithin the said manorof Hud-
dersfield, called Egerton, of the Queen's Majesty, as ofthe said manor of
Almonbury.
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Also, the said manor of Almonbury doth stretch itself into the manor
of Meltham, for that one John Beaumontholdeth certain lands and tene-
ments lyingwithin the said manor of Meltham,by copy and CourtRoll
of Her Majesty, as of the said manor of Almonbury. Andalso the said
manor of Almonbury doth extenditself into themanor of SouthCrosland,
for that one Thomas Beaumont, and John Cryer, dohold twomessuages
and certain lands freely lying in South Crosland aforesaid, as of the said
manor of Almonbury, &c.

And also, for that John Armitage, of the Armitage, holdeth one parcel
of ground inSouth Croslandaforesaid, called RoydBank,and onemeadow
called Mereholm, lying in South Crosland, as of themanor of Almon-
bury. And as touching the dividing of the said manor of Almonbury
from all other manors adjoining, they say that the said manor of Almon-
bury is dividedas follows :— Thatis to witt, from the manor ofWoodsome,
on the south part, from the manor or lordshipof Honley,on the west part,
from the manor of SouthCrosland and North Crosland, on the north
west and northpartes, from the manorofHuddersfield, on the northpart,
from the manor of Dalton, on the northandnorth-east parts,and from the
manor of Lepton,on the eastpart, &c.

To the second article they say, that there be no several or distinct
townes within the precincts of the said manorof Almonbury,except the
town of Almonbury andNewsome, nor in the towns into which the said
manordoth extenditself,as is aforesaid, to then- knowledge.

To the third, they say, that the Queen's Majesty, in the right of Her
Highness' Dutchy of Lancaster,is the chief lord of the said manor of
Almonbury, butnot of any of the landsand tenements contained within
the said townesandhamletts,belonging to the saidmanor inrespect ofthe
CourtLeet of the said manor, to their knowledge, other thanof the said
tenement inHuddersfield, called Edgerton,andofthe landsandtenements
of the said John Beaumont,in Meltham, and of the said lands of the
said Thomas Beaumont,John Cryer,and John Armitage, ofthe Armitage,
inSouth Crosland, holden of the said manorof Almonbury,as isaforesaid,
in their depositionto the first article, &c, &c.

In the answer to theseventh article is given a list of the
copyholders who held land of the manor of Almondburyat
that date, and amongst themare the following:—
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John Beaumont, of Meltham,holdeth by copy of Court RoU, two closes
lying inMeltham, the one called Smithy Croft, and the other Netheroyd,
now made into two, with two sheepcotes thereupon builded, containing
altogetherby estimation, seven aores and a half, and payeth by the year
three shiUings * * * *

Andagain they— that is the jury— further say touching the said seventh
article;that all the aforesaid several copyholders before named—

except
the said JohnBeaumont,of Meltham— do hold their said several copy-
hold lands and tenements,by the customs andservices hereaftermentioned,
thatis to wit, to make suit to the Lord's court and miU, in such sort,
manner and form, and with such and so much corn and grain, as the
freeholders of the same manor do,and ought to do, and as is before set
down in their deposition to the said sixth article. But they say, that
forasmuch as the said John Beaumont, of Meltham, is not bound to
repair any part of Her Majesty's mUl-dam, as copyholders within the
manor be, therefore whether the same John Beaumont be bound to make
suite to the lord's mUl or no, the jury know not, and they furtheradd that
the copyholders of the bond tenure ought to repair the mill-dam of the
lord's timber in such sort, manner and form as the freeholders ought
to do. * * * * * *p.. *
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE MANOR OP MELTHAM
—

ITS LORDS
—

THE DE LACI FAMILY—
BARONS OP HALTON AND CONSTABLES OP CHESTER

—
COPY

OP COURT ROLL OF MELTHAM.

%\t Slanor of girls\p.m.

f3E'F©H1E proceeding to give a list of the lords of the
manor of Meltham, it wiUbe necessary to inquire to

which class of manors, "capital" or "customary," that of
Meltham belonged. The former of these, such as that of
Almondbury,* were termed"capital," and had other manors
under them. " Customary manors"t were granted by copy
of Court Eoll, the lords of which had power to hold Courts
and grant copies; to which is to be traced the originof copy-
hold estates, that is, of those heldby Copy of the BoU of the
Court of manor. To this class Meltham seems to have
belonged. A proofof the relativepositionof the twomanors

» Of this " capital" manor of Almondbury,it isstated in the
"

Domes-
day Survey," "that ithad even then been granted out by Ilbert de Laci
to one Leusen, yet notwithstanding this grant, the Lacies, as superior
lords, had erected a castle, of far inferior dimensions undoubtedly to the
great Saxon fortification, onthe site and most probably out of the ruins
of the former."+ An explanation of the difference existing between " capital" and
"customary" manors,is contained in the Glossaryto "Bawdwen's Trans-
lation of the Domesday Survey." It is as follows:— "A manor cannot
be, withouta Court Baron. Itmust be, time out of mind. At this day
a manor cannot be made. Itmay contain one or more villages or hamlets,
or only great partof a viUage. Andthere are capitalmanors, or honours,
whichhaveother manorsunder them. The lords whereofperformcustoms
and services to their superiorlords. There mayhe alsocustomarymanors,
grantedby copy of Court RoU, andheld of other manors. But it cannot
be amanor in law, if it wanteth freehold tenants, nor be a customary
manor without copyhold tenants."— Bawdwen's Translation of the
Domesday Survey, Glossary, p.13.



250 HISTORY OF MELTHAM.

has been already furnishedat length in thepreceding chapter,
by extracts from certain inquisitions held in the reigns of
Edward III., and Elizabeth, in each of which, the tenants
from Meltham, spoken of as paying rent to the Lord of
Almondbury,* provetheconnection existingbetweenthe two
manors,and place thequestionbeyond aU doubt.

Previous to the time of Edward the Confessor, the last
monarch of the Saxon line,who reigned from1041 to1066,
it cannot be ascertained in whose hands the manor or royalty
of Meltham was vested. But at that period the Domesday
Survey statesit tohave been, alongwith themanorofHaneleia— Honley— in the joint possession of two individuals,Cola
and Suuen. How long theyand their ancestors may have
held it, does not appear, butmost probably all through the
reign of the Confessor. In the year 1086, when the survey
was completed, these two manors hadpassed,likemany others
in Yorkshireand elsewhere, into the possession of Ilbert de
Laci. Whether Cola and Suuen subsequently held them
as tenants of or under him, is not recorded. Of Suuen it
isstated thathe continued to hold several important manors,
in various parts of the couutry, after the Normanoccupation
of the Island. Hbert de Laci was one of tbe powerful
Barons who accompanied William of Normandy toEngland,
and subsequent events shew that he was a favourite, as
weU as a follower of the Conqueror, for to him WUliam
gavethe castle and town of Brokenbridge,caUed afterwards
according to the Normandialect,Pontefract. He hadalso by
his gtft, aU that part of the countyof Lancaster, then and

* That the Lacies, as superiorlords, retained in their own hands the
chief power over the manor of Almondbury,may be gathered from two
factsrespecting them, in the reign of Edward I. One of them is, that
Edward made a grant to Henry de Laci, enabling him to hold aweekly
marketontheMonday at

"Almonburie in Com. Ebor.," andthe other, that
Alice de Laci andher son Henry, third Earl of Lincoln, presented to the
church of thatplace in the year1287.
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since caUedBlackburnshire, nowone of the hundreds, situate
towards the West-Biding of Yorkshire,* withother lands of
vast extent; so that at the time of the General Surveyhehad
no less than 150 lordships, or the greatest part of so many
in Yorkshire, ten in Nottinghamshire, and four inLincoln-
shire, andobtained from KingWilliam Eufus a confirmation
ofaU those customs, belongingto his castle of Pontefract, as
he had enjoyed in the time of WiUiam the Conqueror,his
father. Some idea of the importance to which the famUy of
the De Lacies eventuaUyattained, may beinferred from the
fact that no less thanthirty-five coats-of-arms are stated in
the "Encyclopædia Heraldica

"
to havebelonged to them.

It appears to have been the policy of WiUiam to bestow
the bestlandsinhis new kingdom on hisold retainers, and
as thepassion for huntingwas universal amongthe Normans,
itis concluded that awUd and thickly woodeddistrict,such
as was the West-Eidingof Yorkshireatthatperiod,must have
beenaccounted the best, as affording themmost scope for the
pleasuresof the chase. There might alsobe anotherand stiU
more cogent reasonwhytheConqueror gaveso vast a territory
to this alreadypuissant Baron, namely, the meanshe thus
placed at his disposal for keepingthe whole insubjection to
himselfite new sovereign.

* "The whole county of York is dividedinto three parts,denominated
from three several quarters of the world, West-Riding, East-Riding, and
North-Riding, and the division by Ridings is only a corruptionof the
SaxonTrithing, which consisted of several hundreds or wapentakes, nor
was it peculiar to this county, but formerly common to most of the
neighbouring ones, as appears by the laws of Edward the Confessor, and
the life of King Alfred."— Camb. Brit. Glossary to Domesday, p. 17."Treding or Riding, not improbably Trithinga, was a portion of a
county that contained three or fourhundreds. These Trithings had their
Trithingerefas, their governorsor reves;andwhatcould notbe determined
in the hundred or wapentake, was ended here;and what could not be
endedhere wasdetermined inthe shire."

—
Brady'sHist.pp.142-3.
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Cbt sorbs of % Paitor of lleltljam.

I.— ILBERT DE LACI,

the first Lord of the manors of Almondbury* andMeltham,
was, it wouldappear, the founder of thegreat famUy bearing
hisname. He left behind him two sons, Eobert andHugh.
Eobert,also calledEobert de Pontefract, succeededhis father
and became heir tohis possessions.

II.— ROBERT DE LACI.

He was the second Lordof these two manors. This chief-
taineventually joinedsome of the powerful Barons adhering
to DukeBobert, surnamed "Courthose," sonofthe Conqueror,
in rebellionagainst bis brother Henry I., and was forcedto
buy his peace at a dear rate. * * * But evenafter this,
bothheand Ilbert his son wereexpeUed the realmby King
Henry, and the honour ofPontefract was bestowedonHenry
Traverse, who was mortally wounded by his own servant a
few days after, and died of his wounds. After which, the
King bestowed this property on Guy de laVal, who held it
tillKingStephen's time.

III.— ILBERT DE LACI,

whohad been exUed with his father Bobert, but by special
favour of Stephen, re-obtainedhis Barony of Pontefract, and
was ever after one of the staunchest adherents of that
monarch, diedwithout issue, and was succeededby

» "The grandeur ofthe nobility underWiUiam the Conqueror was verygreat. The Earls Palatine had all royal officers, andinstate differed very
Uttle from Kings. All other Earlslikewise hadtheir great officers ofstate,
though they Uvednot in the same magnificence as the Earls Palatine did!Earls, as also Barons, inthose times, had everyone their castles verywellfortified, and endowed with many privileges, which were called the head
oftheir Baronies."— Brady's Hist.p. 201.— Bawden's Glossary.
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IV.— HIS BROTHER, HENRY DE LACI,

who had fuUrestitution of his whole honour of Pontefract,
and all his other lands in England and Normandy. And in
anno dom. 1147— 12th of Stephen— did, with the consent of
the Abbot of Fountaynes, and in accomplishment of a vow
made in the time of his sickness, found a monastery for
Cistercian Monks, first at Bernoldswicke, and afterwards
removed them to KirkstaU in Com.Ebor., which monastery
heamply endowed with lands and revenues. * * *

V.— ROBERT DE LACI,

succeeded his father Henry in all his lands and honours.
He was one of the Barons who attended at the solemn coro-
nationof KingEichardI. Hedied withoutissue.

VI.— ALBREDA DE LISSOURS.

The successor to his great possessions was Albreda de
Lissours, then wtfe of Bichard EitzEustace, feudalBaron of
Halton and constable of Cheshire, who was the widowof
Henry de Laci and laid claim to the Barony of Pontefract,
and all other lands of her deceased brother Eobert, under
pretence of a grant from Henry de Laci, her firsthusband.
By Bichard Fitz Eustace she had a son John, who became
heir to his half uncle Bobert, and assumed the name of
DeLaci and inheritedas

VII.— JOHN DE LACI

the Baronies of Halton and Pontefract, with all that they
included,as weUas tbeconstableshipof Chester. This feudal
lord espoused Alice de Vere, and dying in the Holy Land,
anno dom. 1179, was succeededby his eldest son,

VIII.— ROGER DE LACI,

constable of Chester. This noblemanassisted at the siege of
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Aeon in 1192, and fighting under the banner of the lion-
hearted Bichard, shared the subsequent triumphs of that
monarch. At the time of the accession of King Johnhe was
a person of great eminence.

IX.— JOHN DE LACI

his son, was also constable of Chester. In the 15thyear of
KingJohn, this Baronundertook thepaymentof 7,000 marks
to the crown inthe space of four years, for Uveryof thelands
of his inheritance, and to be discharged of aU his father's
debts due to the Exchequer,further obliginghimseUby oath,
that in case he should ever swerve fromhis allegiance,and
adhere to the king's enemies, all his possessions should
devolve on the crown;promising also that he wouldnot
marry without the king's Ucence. By this agreement it was
arranged that theking should retain the castles of Pontefract
andDunnington stiU inhis ownhands, andthat he, thesaid
John de Laci, should aUow£40 per annum for thecustody of
those fortresses. The next year the Earl had Dunnington
restored to him upon hostages. About this timehe joined
the baronialstandard, and was one of the celebratedtwenty-
five barons appointed to enforce the observance of Magna
Charta. Hemarrieda daughter of the Earl of Chester and
Lincoln,and was createdby Charter, dated at Northampton,
23rd November, 1232,Earl of Lincoln in right of his wife
Margaret, the above mentioned daughter of the Earl of
Chester and Lincoln. This John de Laci, the first Earl of
Lincoln,left behindhim a son, his successor,

X.— EDMUND,
who, though considered the second Earl of Lincoln,never
assumedthat title,by reason that he died before his mother,
in the year 1257. His mother, Margaret, married for her
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second husband, WUliam Marshall, Earl of Pembroke.
Edmund deLaciwas succeededby his son,

XL— HENRY,

the third and last Earl of Lincoln in that famUy. Hemar-
ried Margaret, sole daughterand heiressof WiUiamLongespe,
Earlof Salisbury,and had thereupon theEarldom of Salisbury
added to his other titles and estates. Among various other
grants made to Henry de Laci by KingEdwardI., was one
to enable him to holda weekly market on the Monday at
Almondburie inCom. Ebor. Of thisdistinguishednobleman,
there are someinterestingnotices preserved,and among them
the foUowing:— "Henry deLaci, third Earl of Tiucoin, was
one of the most eminentof thenobles of histime,and enjoyed
the highest place in the favour of King Edward I. In the
third year of Edward IL, upon that monarch's march into
Scotland, the Earl of Lincoln was constituted governor of
England during the king's absence. This noblemandied in
1312, at his mansion house, called Lincoln's Inn, in the
suburbs of London, which he himself had erected in that
place where the Blackfriars' habitation anciently stood.
Immediately beforehisdecease, he called his son-in-law,the
Earlof Lancaster,to hisbed side, and addressedhim inwords
to the foUowingeffect :—
"See'st thouthe Church of England,* heretofore honourable and free,
* The Laciesheld animmense amount of churchpropertyandpatronage,

and from this expressionof the Earl's,it would appear thathe wasmuch
opposedto the universal supremacy at that time exercised by the Pope of
Rome in the kingdom ofEngland. It is true that this foreign element
had been, if not introduced into the church, greatly strengthenedunder
theNorman rule, foritisstated onthe authorityof severalhistorical writers—

Ingulphus, Malmesbury, and Brompton
— "that the Saxon bishopshad

stood forth as champions for the rights andancient laws of thepeople, and
that WUliam, finding it impossible to awe or silence these truepatriots,
proceededto deprive them of their benefices, and to plunder the churches
andmonasteries without scruple, and according tothe report of Roger of
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enslaved byRomish oppressions,and the king's unjust exactions? See'st
thou the commonpeopleimpoverishedby tributes and taxes,and from the
condition of freemen, reduced to servitude ? See'st thou the nobility,
formerly venerable through Christendom, villified byaUens in their'own
native country ? Itherefore charge thee in the name of Christ, to stand
up Uke aman, for the honour of God and his church, and redemptionof
thy country;associating thyself to that valiant,noble andprudentperson,
Guy, Earl of Warwick, when it shall he most proper to discourse of the
public affairs of the kingdom, who is so judicious incounsel, and mature
injudgment. Fear not thy opposers, who Bhall contest against thee in
the truth, andif thou pursuest this my advice, thou shalt gain eternal
heaven."

This great Earl left an only daughter and heiress, Alice
deLaci,marriedfirst toThomasPlantagenet,EarlofLancaster,
who becameEarlof Lincoln inher right, secondly toEubold
le Strange, and thirdly to Hugh le Frenes. Her ladyship
assumed the titleof Countess ofLincoln and Salisbury. She
died without issue in 1348, when those honours became
extinct in the De Laci family. Henry de Laci dyingin the
year 1312 was succeeded in all his honours and possessions
by his son-in-law,

XII.— THOMA.S PLANTAGENET,

EarlofLancaster, abovenamed, whowas the twelfthLordof the
Manors of Meltham,Huddersfield, Almondbury, and Holme,
allof which, with the castle and honour of Pontefract, and a

Wendover and other ancient chroniclers, he appropriated to his own use
all the chalices andrich shrines on whichhe could lay his hands." It is
also stated by these and other equally reliable historians, "

that it was in
vain for the English clergy to appeal to the Roman Pontiff for protection,
as William was supported by the authority of the new system of church
government adopted by the Norman bishops, which was, to deprive the
peopleof the use of the Scriptures in the Saxon tongue,thereby rendering
one of the best and noblest legacies, bequeathed to them by the royal
reformer King Alfred, the translation commenced by him of the word of
God, a dead letter. Italso became an understood thing, thatno scholar
of English birth was tobe admitted to any degree of ecclesiastical prefer-
ment."— Ingulphus,Halket, Eadmer, and the SaxonAnnals. Itis pos-
sible thatHenry de Laci saw when too late the evUs of such a system.
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vast accumulation of wealth, titles,and estates fell to him in
right of AUce, his wife, the representativeand heiress of the
powerfulHouse of DeLaci. Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, was
the grandson of Henry III., consequently a prince of the
blood, and cousin GermanofEdward II. He was by far the
most opulent and influentialnoblemanof his day, possessing
inhis own right and in that of Alice,his wife, no less than
six Earldoms, with a proportionalestate in land. His mar-
riage with this great heiress proved the ruin of his domestic
peace,and the crowningmisfortune of his life, for she was in
every wayunworthy of her father and of her husband. In
the year 1317, she was seized and carried off with much
violence by order of the Earl of Warren to his castle of
Eeigate, in Surrey, and her subsequent conduct led to the
belief that she was herself a party to this flagitious act. It
would seem that her husband also had entertained this
opinion,for she was immediately divorced by him, and inhis
wrathhe proceeded to avengehimself on theEailof Warren
by laying siege to some of his castles in Yorkshire. From
this course the king— EdwardII.,— commandedhimto desist,
and he was of course compelled to do so. But in the year
1318, when the Earlof Lancaster undertook to pardonevery
one his trespasses and felonies done againsthim, he excepted
those wrongs committed by the Earl of Warren, and being
then at the height of his power,took fromhishatedrival the
grant of his manor of Wakefield, and obtained also Conings-
borough, by which means he banished the Earl of Warren
entirely from the north. It does not appear how far the
domestic troubles of the Earl of Lancaster may have aug-
mented or aggravated his impression of public evUs, but
certain it is, that in 1322, his discontents drove him into
open rebeUion agamst his Sovereign, and led to the com-
mission of acts, for whicli,on the 23rd of March in the same

s
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year,he paid the penalty of his life before the waUs of his
own castle of Pontefract. Edward, though not naturaUy of a
vindictive temper, on this occasion indulged his revenge
againstLancaster, forindignitiespractisedbyhimonGaveston,
his wicked favourite,and among other cruelties unworthy of
a prince towards asubject,issuedorders to the Earl of Warren
to pursueandapprehend him;and in addition to this, gave
Warren a place among the Peers present in the castle of
Pontefract, when sentence of death was passed on the once
powerful master of it, and he was led forth to execution.
Fromthe root of bitternessengenderedinthequarrelbetween
these two powerfulnobles, arose aU the hatred, violence and
bloodshed thathave beenrecordedamongtherivalretainers of
Lancaster and Warren, and toitmust beattributedthe three-
fold murders committed by the Ellands, Lockwoods, and
Beaumonts* of that day. All the honours of Thomas
Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster, became forfeited under his
attainder. He died without issue, but his brother, Henry
Plantagenet,being adistinguished soldierinthe Scottish wars,
had livery of his lands in the 17th year of EdwardIII.,—
1342— and was restored to the dignity of Earl of Leicester.
For a time it would,however, appear that someofthese lands
werealienated, though they again reverted to the house of
Lancaster, as wUl be seen in a future portion of thischapter,
for inWhitaker's "Loidis etElmete," it is stated that:—
"
Inthe 9thof Edward IL,Thomas, Earl of Lancaster was found Lord

ofHuddersfield. Soon afterhis executionit musthavebeen granted out;
for by deed dated at Huddersfield 1333, Sir Richard de Birton, Knight,
gave to John de Birton, his son, aU his manor ofHodresfield,t with the

* SirJohnElland was steward to the Earl of Warren. Beaumontand
Lockwoodwere retainers of the Earl of Lancaster, and the Uves of all
three were sacrificed in this feud.

+ Whitaker, p. 348, the authorities givenby him are "The Hari. MSS.
805. f. 67."
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rentB and services of Ric:de Hanlay, Margeny de Quarmby, Adam de
Hepworth, Adam de Lockwood,Adam de Blackburn.

— Witness, Sir John
de Elland,Brian de Thornhill,John Hemynge, Knights."*

This,it wUl be seen, applies to Huddersfield. Nothing is
here said of themanor of Almondbury,butinthe same work,
Whitaker's"LoidisetElmete,"the foUowingpassageoccurs:—
"ByPatent dated 33rd of Henry III.,— 1249— free warren
in Almonbury was granted to Edmund de Lacy," and it is
added "In the Dutchy of Lancaster it continued, tiUit was
purchased of the Crown A.D., 1627, by Sir John Eamsden,
Knight, in whosedescendant,Sir John Bamsden,Baronet, it
isstUl vested." But to return to its original possessors of
the House of Lancaster upon the accession of EdwardIII.;
Henry, Earl ofLancaster, brother of ThomasPlantagenet,who
was beheadedin the reign ofEdward IL,rose so high in the
favour of his young Sovereign, that he had the honour of
girdinghim with the swordofknighthood, and as soon asthe
new monarch was crowned, he was appointed, the King being
aminor,his guardian. After which,inthe Parliamentbegun
at Westminster, the attainder against his brother being
reversed, he was restored to aU the lands of his fatherand
brother, withtheEarldomsof Lancasterand Leicester, andhe
must thenhave beenreinstated inhis manor of Almondbury
as weU as inall thosepertaining to the famUyofwhichhehad
by his brother'sdeath, become thehead. In this sameyear,
the first of Edward III.,he was also constituted Captain
Generalof aU the King's forces in the marches of Scotland.

XIII.— HENRY, EARL OF LANCASTER,

was consequentlythe thirteenth Lordof the capital manor of
» "Some curious information as to the relative importance of some of

the towns and vUlages in the wapentake of Agbrigge in early timesmay
be gathered from the ancient Taxe of the old wapentake,made probably in
the reign of Edward III., in which the Taxe of Hodresfield is stated to
be 13/4, that ofMeltham 12/."—West's MSS.
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Almondbury, and its customary one of Meltham. He was
the lastEarl of the House ofLancaster. On his death in the
year 1326, he was succeeded in aU his lands and honours by
his son,

XIV.— HENRY OF GRISMOND,

inMonmouthshire,so called fromhavingbeenborn there, who
thus became the fourteenth Lordof Almondbury, and after
numerousdignities and titles had beenheaped upon him,he
was created Duke of Lancaster, March 6th, the twenty-fifth
ofEdwardIII. This nobleman repaired the Savoy House in
the Strand, London, at a cost of 25,000 marks. He hadno
sons,butleft behindhim two daughters,Maude and Blanche.
Maude, the eldest daughter, died without issue, andall her
lands belongingtoher father reverted to her younger sister,
Blanche, who hadmarried in 1359, John of Gaunt, Earl of
Bichmond, fourth son of KingEdward III.,andPhilippa,
his queen, and who,"in virtue of this marriagebecameDuke
of Lancaster, Lordof tbe castle and town of Pontefract,and
of the manors of Bradeford, Almonbury, Altofts, &c,also of
the Bayliwickof Osgoldscrop,Agbridge," &c.

XV.— HE, JOHN OF GAUNT,

was therefore the fifteenth Lord of the manor of Meltham,
which onhis death vested inhis son,

XVI.— HENRY BOLINGBROKE,

Earl ofHereford, the issueofhismarriagewithBlanche above
named, who afterwardsbecame Henry IV,and thus was the
Dutchy ofLancaster, and the Barony of Pontefract,* withall

* Numerousproofs are incidentaUy recorded of the connection existing
between Meltham and Pontefract from the time of the Lacies to that of
the Royal Lancasters, and through them to that of Queen EUzabeth.
Among these proofs may be reckoned the one given by Dr.Boothroydin
his

"History of Pontefract," in which he states that Meltham Chapel is
named inthe list of parishesand chapelries within the Deanery ofPonte-
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its dependenciesunited to the Crown of England. That the
manor of Almondbury continuedin the possession of royalty
tUl the year 1627, when it was purchased of the Crown by
Sir John Bamsden, Knight,as alreadystated, there canbe no
doubt, and with the manor of Almondbury that of Meltham
wasdownto, tfnotafter thatperiod,legallyconnected. Certain
indentures stiU extant lead to the conviction that in the year
1571, the thirteenthofElizabeth, someparts ofthe latterhad
been sold out; and another dated 1583, leads to a simUar
conclusion. The firstof these, inthe13thofElizabeth, is "an
indenture made between Eobert Eockley,Esq., and his son
of the firstpart, the Waterhousesand Armytagesof the second
part, and John Beaumont of the third part, to lead to the
uses of a fine and recovery of one fourth partof ye manor of
Meltham." Andagain,byanindenture bearingdateNovember
16th, the 25th of Elizabeth,1583, and madebetweencertain
parties thereinnamed, itappearsthat"whereasEdwardTaylor
and Eoger Greene, of Meltham, having purchased of George
Woodroffe, Esquier, and his son, of Woolley, one haU the
manor or royaltyof Meltham,andhavingsoldcertainportions
of the same to the persons above named, the proportionate
parts of the manorialrente those persons are entitledto, are
in this deedset forth, and themodes of paymentand recovery
thereof." Also,a Feoffmentdeed, the25thofElizabeth, from
EdwardTaylor and Eoger Greene, to WUliam Haigh,of Gate
Head, in M.arsden, of the three roodes of appletree land,
Briggland, Dales, &c,being land sold out of the manor of
Meltham." There is alsoa curious document of Charles the
first's time which runs thus:—
"

On the 30th day of Julye, 1649, John Taylier, of Milnes Bridge the

fract. The authorities consulted in this chapter are the "Domesday
Survey," Dugdale's "Baronage of England," Whitaker's "Loidis et
Elmete," and some other later ones, viz:— "Burke's ExtinctandDonnant
Peerage of England," and Ormerod's "History ofCheshire."
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elder,yeoman,andHugh TayUer, of Thiokhollings, seU,for the considera-

tionof 2hundred and fourscore pounds, the.manor or royalty of Meltham
withall the Rights andpriveleges appertaining thereto, to Joshua Broad-
head of O.W. thongue." (Overthong.)

Inaconveyance dated AprU 24th, 1677, it is stated that
—

"A moiety of the royalty of Meltham was sold by John WUson of
Ferneleye Tias, to James Taylor of Meltham for the consideration of
ye sommeof135£ oflawful money ofEngland."

And in a copyof theCourt Boll of the manor of Meltham,
holden November 7th, 1667, elsewhere given, the names of
the several lords of the manor at that date, are furnished.
Theyareasfollows:— BichardBeaumont,Esq.,* James Taylor,
gentleman,Joshua Beaumont, Joshua Hirst, John Armitage,
Abraham Beaumont, John Waterhouse, Edward Waterhouse
andJames Taylor."

And again in 1741, Beaumont and Eadcliffe,Esqs., com-
plain of anencroachment on their manoriedrights byJames
Taylor, of Meltham, but agree torefer the disputeto Eichard
WUson and JohnDyson,Esqs.
In theyear1751,Mary Walker, of Inghead, inSlaithwaite,

widow,sold toJohnEagland, of Inghead,Slaithwaite, a third
part of the manor of Meltham, with aU the rights andprivi-
leges appertaining thereto.

In 1817, the Inclosure Act states that the Lords ofthe
manor ofMeltham are,JohnBeaumont,Joseph Green Army-
tage, and Charles Eadcliffe, Esqs., Thomas Shaw, Joseph
Eastwood, and TimothyDyson,gentlemen.

The present Lords of the manor of Meltham are H. F.
Beaumont,Esq.,M.P., theEev. J.N.Green Armytage,Uriah

« A Sir Thomas Beaumont, of Whitley, owned propertyin Meltham,
andwas oneof the Lordsof the manor in 1650. The Richard Beaumont,
Esq., above named, afterwards Sir Richard, was most probably his son.
Itwas the widow of this gentleman who presented a chalice to Meltham
Chapel in 1675.
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Tinker,Esq.,Messrs.CharlesBrook, jun.,andEdwinEastwood.
In 1842, an Act of Parhament was passed, caUed the

Parochial Constables Act. Previous to that time, the con-
stables of Meltham were always sworn inat the Court Leet
at Almondbury, caUed the Court Leet of the great Court
Baron, Sir John Eamsden, Bart. If they had any grievances
to present, they were to bepresented there. This Court Leet
is stUl in existence at Almondbury, and the constables, if
requiredby the township, could stUlbe 6worn in there. But
since the passingoftheAct of 1842, this has beenabandoned.
The person,however,filling the two offices of pinder and bye-
law-man is stUl swornin at Almondbury.

THE DE LACI FAMILY AS BARONS OF HALTON AND
CONSTABLES OF CHESHIRE.

An abridged account of the DeLacies taken fromnotices*
of theminOrmerod's "History of Cheshire," is here added as
a supplement to the foregoingsketchof those membersof the
family, who were,each in their turn, Lords of the manors of
Almondbury and Meltham; for although the author of that
work treats of them chiefly in relation to Chester, of which
they became constables in Fee, through the marriage of
Albreda de Lissours, widowof Henry de Laci, withEichard
FitzEustace, feudalBaronofHalton,andconstableofCheshire,
it entirelyestablishes the fact that after the year 1180, these
possessions feU by inheritance to the Lords of Pontefract
Castle, andthat this remarkable unionof feudal powerin the
person of oneindividual,first took place in the timeof Eoger
de Laci, constable of Cheshiret (grandson of Eichard Fitz

» This notice is from the pen of the venerable antiquary Sir PeterLey-
cester; it was writtenin the year 1666.+ In"Burke's ExtinctandDormant Peerage," John, the father of this
Roger, is said tohave assumed the name, and as John de Laci, to have
inherited theBarony, of Pontefract, along with that of Halton,and the
constableship of Cheshire.
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Eustace, and Albreda, his wife), who became heir to aU the
vast territorialpossessions of the Lacies through his grand-
mother. Sir PeterLeycester states, "that this Eoger was the
first member of the Fitz Eustace family who assumed the
surname ofLaci." Most certain it is, thatUhe addedmuch
wealthand power to the House of whichhe thus becamethe
head, he also received very much from it, for the De Lacies
wereatthattime, asithasbeenafreadystated, feudallordsof an
immense extentof country in the West-Eidingof Yorkshire,
and hadinaddition to this, valuableproperty inNottingham-
shire,and in thecounty of Lincoln. Of the Barony of Hal-
ton, and constableship of Cheshire, Sir Peter Leycester,in
1666, writes thus:— "'Halton,'pronounced 'Hanton,' which
is as much as to say, a town upon a hill, for hawe and howe
is an oldEnglish word for a hill. InDomesday Book it is
written 'Heletane.' It is now a poor town or village,and
the inhabitants that have any lands or inheritance there, are
aU copyholders to the King, as Baron of Halton,save two
smaU cottages now— 1666

— in possession of John Jackson
and EichardJennings, which are of the fee of St. .Iohn of
Jerusalem. The castle was built by the Barons of Halton
presently after the NormanConquest, andby degrees repaired
and enlarged, who being seated here, flourished for a long
time, and were constables of Cheshire in fee, that is, to them
and their heirs by descent, as it were after themanner of
the High LordConstables of England, so were the Barons of
Halton to the Earls of Chester, and in their ancient charters
did always style themselves by the title of Constables of
Cheshire,and were the highest in place and dignity to the
Earlhimself, and aboveall the other Barons of Cheshire. In
the reign of Henry III., their posterity became Earls of
Lincoln, andupon the death of Henry de Laci, Earl of Lin-
coln, in1310,aU his lands and honours came to the Earl of
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Lancaster with Alice, his daughter, and heir inmarriage, and
at last Henry Bolingbroke, son of John of Gaunt, Duke of
Lancaster, was so greata subject and sopopular, thathe drew
unto his part must of the nobility of England, and thereby
most traiterously deposed Bichard II.,his cousin,son to the
Black Prince, and made himself King of England by the
nameof HenryIV. So was the Barony of Haltonannexed
to the Crown."

The firstBaronof Halton,after thecominginof theNormans
was NigeU, who was succeededbyhis sonWUUam, the second
Baron of Halton,but probably the first constable of Cheshire.
The third Baron ofHalton was WiUiam, jun., the son of the
above named WUliam, he was also constable of Cheshire.
This nobleman died in Normandy in the reign of King
Stephen, and ashe left no issuebehindhim,his inheritance
wasdivided betweenhis two sisters. One of whom, Agnes,
beingmarried to Eustace Fitz John,he became inher right
fourthBaron of Halton. The son of this Eustace Fitz John,
andAgnes,his wife, was Eichard, who succeededhis father,
andwas fifth Baron of Halton,and also constable of Cheshire.
He married Albreda de Lissours, haU sister of Eobert de
Laci,Baron of Pontefract Castle, and his son and heir, John,
became sixth Baron of Halton. He, too, was constable of
Cheshire. This nobleman married Alice, sister of William
Mandevyle, by whom he had issue, Boger, constable of
Cheshire, who assumed the surname of De Laci. John died
at Tyre, in the land of Jerusalem, 1190, and was succeeded
by the abovenamedBoger as seventh Baron of Halton. He
was surnamed "Hell," forhis fierce and magnanimous spirit.
AsaU the possessions ofBobertde Laci,of Pontefract Castle,
in Yorkshire,accrued tohim, he took the name and inherited
the property in 1194. * * * This Boger is ranked by
Hovedenas the most eminent Baron of the realm, and next
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after the Earls, among those great persons whom King John
most doubted, and required to swear fealty to bim by hi3
commissioners anno 1199, which they did upon condition
that every one of them should have their lands restored.
And thekiug restoreduntoEoger de Laci his castle of Pon-
tefract, having first received his son and heir for a pledge.
"Tn 1204, this heroic and magnanimous championkept the
CastledeEupaAndeliaci,*inNormandy,forKingJohnagainst
the French with such gallantry, that after all his victuals
were spent, having been besieged almost a year, and many
assaults made, but stUl repulsedby him, he mountshis horse
and issues out of the castle withhis troops,choosing rather to
die Uke a soldier, than be starved to death. He slew many
of the enemy, but was at last, withmuch difficulty, taken
prisoner. So he and his soldiers were brought prisoners to
the Kingof France, where,by thecommand of theking,Boger
Laci was to be no strict prisoner for his great honesty and
trust in keeping the castle so gaUantly. This Eoger gave
the church of Eochdale, which belonged to the Honour of
Pontefract unto the Abbey of Stanlaw. He married Maude
de Clare,and had issue, John de Laci,constable of Cheshire,
afterwards Earl of Lincoln.t Eoger died anno dom. 1211,
and was succeeded by his son, who became constable of
Cheshire,and eighthBaron of Halton. This Baron was one
of those great persons whom PopeInnocent III.,excommu-
nicated for conspiring against King John, anno dom. 1216.
Inthe year 1218, he went,accompaniedby many other of the
Barons, to the siege of Damietta, a cityinEgypt. By Mar-
garet,hissecond wife

—
theCountess ofLincolninherownright—

he had a son, Edmund, who succeeded his father as con-

» The Rock of Andelys.+ He was created Earl of Lincoln by Charter,datedat Northampton,
the 23rd of November, 1232.
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stable of Cheshire, and was ninthBaron of Halton. During
hisyouthhe was made Ward to the King,and neverassumed
the title of Earl of Lincoln, by reason that hismother, by
whomit came, survived him. This young noblemanmarried
Alice, the daughter of the Marquis de Saluces, inItaly, and
cousin tothe Queenof England. Byherhehadason,Henryde
Laci, thirdEarl of Lincoln,constable of Cheshire, and tenth
Baron of Halton. His daughter and heiress, Alice,married
Thomas, Earl of Lancaster,and thus did the Barony ofHal-
ton become annexed to the Earldom of Lancaster, and in
right of his wife, he

—
Lancaster

—
becameeleventh Baron of

Halton. Henry ofLancaster, thebrother of Thomas who was
beheaded, was restored toaU his brother's lands and honours
anno dom. 1326, and was the twelfth Baron of Halton. In
the year1345, thispowerfulnobleman diedand was succeeded
byhisson,HenryofGrismond,who,inheritingaUhislands and
honours,became thirteenthBaronofHalton. Blanche, Gris-
mond's youngestdaughter, to whoselotaU his lands fell was
married to John of Gaunt, upon whom, the dukedom of
Lancaster was bestowed in1362. Theissue of thismarriage,
Henry Bolingbroke, Earl of Hereford, became afterwards
Henry IV,and thus was theDutchy of Lancaster,* and the
Barony of Haltonunited to the Crown of England."

» Vide Ormerod's
"History of Cheshire,"pp. 509, 511, 513, 514.
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A COPY OF THE COURT ROLL OF MELTHAM.

"MANOR j
OF LThe Court Baron of Richard Beaumont Esq., James

MELTHAM. ITaylor, gentleman, Joshua Beaumont, Joshua Hirst, John
Armitage, Abraham Beaumont, John Waterhouse, Edward Waterhouse,
and James Taylor, Lords of the said manor heldthis 7th day of November
in the year of the reign of our Lord Charles the Second by the grace of
God, of England Scotland France and Ireland King, Defender of the
Faith, the29th, andinthe yearof ourLord1677,before ThomasBeaumont,
gentleman, Steward of the saidmanor.

Free Tenants of Richard Beaumont, Esq.
William Ramsden, John Woodhead, Anthony Oldfield, Francis Waterhouse
inright of his Wife, John Waterhouse, John Roebuck for lands atHehne,
John Haigh in right of his Wife.

Free Tenants of James Taylor, gentleman, and others.
Anthony Oldfield, Edwin Taylor, George Crosland, Senr. for the lands of
John Gledhill, Abraham Beaumont, Edward Taylor, Joshua Beaumont,
John Taj'lor, HeUena Beaumont, Widow, for the lands of James Haigh,
Abraham Beaumont, John Taylor the elder of Helme, John Roebuck
John Haigh in right of his Wife, John Haigh for the lands of George
Twedell heir of John Haigh, William Holdroyd, Francis Waterhouse,
John HeUiwell.

Tenants by lease and at wUl of Richard Beaumont, Esq.
Thomas Parkin,Robert Weedall, Junr, Hugh Taylor of Roid, Jeremiah
Lockwood, James Taylor of Pighill, Mary Waterhouse, widow,Abraham
Hinchliffe.

Tenants by Lease of James Taylor and others.
John Ben-y, Abraham Hirst, JohnEastwood,Richard Scholefield, Anthony
Dyson, George Taylor, Thomas Shilletoe, Michael Littlewood, Godfrey
Linley, Abraham Armitage, Joshua Mellor, John Mitchell.

AN INQUISITION
taken there before the Lords of the manor on the oathsof John Taylor of
Helme, James Taylor of Roid, Joseph Haigh, Anthony Oldfield, Thomas
Campinett, Godfrey Eastwood, John Eastwood, Hugh Taylor, Thomas
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Winpenny, MatthewLockwood, Anthony Dyson, John Woodhead, Thomas
Harrison, and John Armitage,jun., who say uponthen- oaths that [certain
persons here named, ninety-eight in number], have dug turfand other
fuel, and some,or one of them digs turf within this manor,not having
right so to do. Thereforeeach of themis fined in the Court of the Lords
as appears above the names of each of them.*

2/Also, the Jurors say and present that James Taylor of Roid, and John
2/

Armitage the younger haverun sheep,and each of them have run sheep
to their damage within this manor. Therefore are fined in the Court of
theLords as appears above the names of each ofthem.
Also, the Jurors say and present that John Littlewood of White Walk
broke into thepasture of the Lords and dug turf within this manor and
Bold it out of the manor. Therefore he is fined in the Court of the
Lords 3/4.
Also the Jurors say and present that John Armitage of Roid, put the
sheepof others to depastureupon the free lands within this manor.There-
fore he is fined in the Court of the Lords 5/
Also the Jurors say and present that the inhabitants of Thongs Greave
havediverted the water from its ancient course within this manor contrary
to the penalty before laid. Therefore they are fined in the Court of the
Lords 10s.

3/4
Also the Jurors say and present that John Wood of Honley, Joseph

3/4 3/4
Thorpe, senr of Linfitt, and Joseph Thorpe,junr havedammed the water
and haveby reason thereofkilled the Fish, and whoeverof them has killed
the fish or taken them alive within this manor. Therefore each of them
is fined in the Court of the Lords as appears above the names of each of
them.
Also the Jurors say andpresent that Thomas Swallow, junr ofHolmfirth
did fish within this manor. Therefore he is fined in the Court of the
Lords 2/6.
Also the Jurors say andpresent that Joseph Fryer and his brother have
committed thelikeoffenceand theyare fined inthe Court of the Lords 6d.+
Also the Jurors say andpresent that Jamas Redfearnhas forfeited to the
Lords 2/6 by a like act, therefore he is fined in the Court of the Lords 2/6.
Also the Jurors say andpresent that John Rawdonof Almonbury did fish

* The amount of fines insome cases is 6d., in others 4d., in others 2d.+ It is not easy to understand why a fine of 2/6 in some cases and of
6d. inothers should be laid for the same offence.
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within this manor without leave of the Lords andhe is fined in the Court
of the Lords 2/6.

2/6 2/6
Also the Jurors say andpresent that James Bothomley and JosephHelli-
well of Wickencross made a chase after Hares with dogs of Hares called
Greyhounds and each of them did course within this manorwithout leave
of the Lords. Therefore each of them is fined in the Court of theLorda
as appearsabove the namesofeach.

6d Cd
Also the Jurors say andpresentthat JohnHarrisonofEdge, Joshua Dyson

6d 6d
ofMill, James Bothomley of Wickencross, GeorgeBatley of Willingforth
Foot put cattle upon the Freehold of the Lords within this manor to
depasturenot having right so todo. Therefore each is fined in the Court
of the Lords as appears above the names ofeach ofthem.
Also all the Jurors say and present that Abraham Beaumont cut wood
called Hollin within this manoragainst thepenalty formerly imposedand
therefore he is fined inthe Court of the Lords 2/
Also the Jurors say andpresentas follows in these wordsinEnglish [the
former being inLatin]

Imprimis. Wee lay inpaineyt the Helmea laneGate be kept in repaire
by whomitt of right belongs or for every trespasse whhappens for want of
the same beinge soe repaired to forfeit 1/3.
Item We lay in painethatnoeperson dwellinge forth ofthis Ldsp shall
bringe sheepe or other catell to feed or depastureupon the Waste without
a right so to do shall for every such trespasse forfeit for every sheepe
2d and for everybeast 8d and for everyhorse or mare 3/4.
Item. Wee lay inpaine that the Meane Gate and lane be kept inrepaire
by whomit concernsor everypersonneglectinge the same to forfeit respec-
tively 2/. Item, Wee also layinpainethat everyperson within thisLdsp
shall make his or theirout fencelawfull and sufficient before the15thday
of April, or forfeit 6d.
Item. Wee lay in paine that any person that shall rescue any goods
cominge to be impounded within the Lord's fould or thatbreak the same
open uponpaine of every person for offending shall forfeit 3/4.
Item. Wee lay inpainethatnoperson or persons shall gett any stones
in the Ldp and sell them of this Ldp on paineof everyperson every
time for offending to forfeit 6d.
Item. Wee lay in paine that every person or persons that keepeswine
within this Ldp shall sufficiently yoake andwringe the same on thefeaste
of St.Michael next and soe yearly uponpaine to forfeit 3/4.
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Item. Wee lay inpaine thatnoe pson or persons shall sleate» anysheepe
upon the Comons of Meltham upon paine of every pson every time for
offending to forfeit 1/2.
Item. Wee lay inpaine that noe person or persons having any sheepe
called Riggoldst shall suffer the same to depasture upon the Comons
betwixt Michaelmas and Christmasupon paineof everyperson every time
for offending to forfeit1/2.
Item. Wee lay inpaine that everyperson or persons whom itt concerns
shall keepethe watercominge downthe Town slack in its ancient water-
course andnot suffer itt to spoil the lands as formerly itt has done upon
paine of everyperson neglecting the same to forfeit 6/8.
Item. Wee lay inpaine thateveryperson shallscourse the water course
against their owne grounds in the Swadin{ holds before all hallows next or
forfeit 3/4.
Item. Wee lay inpaine thatthe waybe open and passable for cart and
carriage from MelthamRoyd by Fell close stile upon paine of any person
obstructing yesame to forfeit 3/4.
Item. Wee lay inpaine thatnoe person dwelling forth of this Lordship
shall come to kill fish bylading,§ angling, or otherwise,uponpaineofevery
person every time for offending to forfeit 6/8.
The Jurors further say and also certify to this court that the metes and
boundaries of this manor having been inspectedare inmanner and form
as follows namely in these English words:—
First. The East end of one close called Bentylee and from the said
Bentylee following the water to Gylloproyd Dyke, and from the said
GylloproydDyke unto the East end of old Helme, and from the said East
end of old Helme unto Wykenforth ford, and from the said Wykenforth
ford following the highway unto Swithen crosse, and from the said Swithen
crosse following the old highway unto Nether forde att Brydley Brooke,
and from the said Nether forde att Brydley Brooke following the ditch to
the stoop att Over Highway, and from the saidstoop att Over Highway
• That is, shall hound a dog at them.+ Ridgels?
J No place answering to this name can now be discovered in the

township of Meltham unless Cradin Holes, inHelme, be intendedby it.
The calligraphy in the original MSS. is almost obliterated, so that the
namecannot satisfactorilybe deciphered.

§ This iseffectedby diverting the stream from its proper courses, until
its channel becojtnes so shallowthat the fish maybe easilyladed orbaled
out ofit.
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following the ditch unto the Bowstones, and from the said Bowstones
straight to Bolsterstones, and from the said Bolsterstones straight to
Greene Fladheads, and from the said Greene Fladheads following the
ditch unto Shyton Nabb, and from the said Shyton Nabb following the
ditch untoRockingstone* att Farr Croft Nabb, and from the said Rocking-
stonehavingwaters divided to Blake Gate, and from the said Blake Gate
alongand after straight to Childe of Edge, and from the said ChUde of
Edge straight to Wilshaw ford foUowing the water unto Gilbert's Dyke,
and from the said GUbert's Dyke following the water unto Rigge Dyke,
and from the Rigge Dyke foUowing the water unto Honley Bridge,
and from the said Honley Bridge foUowing the waterunto the MilnBridge,
at the said East end of the said Bentylee where this boundary be,gun."

Affirmed by the wholehomage.
Summary of this

Court.

* For an accountof the ruthless destruction of this ancient boundary
stone andrelic of Celtic times seepage 6 of this work.
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APPENDIX.

Note A, page 6.
"Cola and Suuen."

—
The first of these, Cole or Cola, is a veryancient

Teutonic personal name. In Domesday Book it appears as a baptismal
one, hut in the Rotuli Hundredorum, or Hundred Rolls of the date of
1273, it is used as a family name. Cola probably means a cultivator of
the soil, from the Latin Colo, to till;and Suuen originaUysignified a
herdsman or pastoralservant. Itis aScandinavianpersonalname of great
antiquity, which was introduced into this country under the Danish rule.
InDomesday Book, several persons— tenants in chief and otherwise— are
caUed Svain, Suain, Suanus, Suuen, Swen, or Sweno. Some of these
persons are specifically stated to have held lands under Edward the
Confessor. The weUknown ascendency of the Danes in Yorkshire from
the time of Ethelred I., A.D., 868, downwards, accounts for the name
frequently occurring in this county. Cola and Suuen appear to have been
dispossessedof their lands inMeltham andHonley,by the Normaninvaders;
for, accordingto Domesday Book, theyheld bothmanors immediately pre-
ceding Ilbert de Laci. Suuen,however,heldFarnley,Crosland,andDalton.*
He was also Thane or Saxonproprietorof several other manors mentioned
inDomesday. He must consequently havebeen a person of much con-
sideration in his day. The individuals who are now called

"
Lordsofthe

manor," were designated " Thanes" during the time of the Saxon rule.
This term was changed by the Normans into

"
Barons." In speaking,

therefore,of Cola and Suuenaspossessors of Melthambefore the Norman
Conquest, it is more correct to caU them Thanes than lords of the manor.
And that they were

"Thanes," is evident from the fact that one of them,
Suuen,is spokenof in Domesday Book as holding territorial districts in
various parts of Yorkshire, besides those of which he was deprived by
Hbert de Laci. The foUowingremarks inexplanationof the title ofThane

* Itis stated that SuuenheldDaltonof Ilbert.



274 HISTORY' OF MELTHAM.

are taken from Bawdwen's Glossary to his Translation of Domesday
Book :—" Thanes were the great men who attended the Anglo Saxon kingsin
their courts, and held their lands immediately of those kings. Thanes
were the Saxon nobility, and divided into Thani Regis, Mediocres,and
Inferiores."

The first,in the Saxontimes, wereequal to the Barons in the Norman,
as the Thani Mediocres were to the lesser Barons,or Lords ofmanors,and
the Inferiores weremade up ofthe lowestdegreeoffreeholders."— Spelman
Tyrell. Inst, to Hist. B. 76."The name, Baron, succeeded after the Normans into the room of
King's Thane. However,in the beginning of the Norman state, thatof
Thane was also retained;nor is it Ukely that the use of language could
have been so suddenly altered, that the title of Baron only should have
presently expressedit."— Kelham's Illust.Dom.

"
Thane land"— land,

granted by the Saxon kings to their Thanes, which were held with all
immunities, except the threefold necessity ofexpeditions,repairsof castles,
and ofbridges. For Tainlands that were honorary possessions, the word
Baroniæ wasused from the time of the Normans."— Seid. Tit. Hon.688."Inthe Book of Domesday, land holden by Knight's service, was called
Tanilands, and land holden by socage was called Reveland."— Litt. Ten.
Folio 86,p.98." It seems probable that the socage tenures were the reUcs of Saxon
liberty, retainedby such persons ashadneither forfeited them to the king,
nor been obUged toexchange their tenure for the more honourable, as it
was called, but at the same time more burthensome, tenure of Knight
service.— Encyclopædia Britannica, vol.17,p. 568, Art. Socage.

Note to page 5.
As there is some difference of opinion among antiquariesrespecting the

exactnature and extent of the carucate,or carrucate, for it is spelt in both
ways, the foUowing remarks are appended as a Note to page 5, of this
volume."Dr. Thoroton says, carucates and hides were the very same, and
esteemed tocontain100 acres,six score to the hundred,but wereassuredly
more or less accordingto the Ughtness orstiffness of the soU."— Bawdwen's
Glossary to his Translation of the Domesday Survey."— p. 3."

Carrucate— carrucata— in our ancient laws and history, denotes a
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plough land, or asmuch arable ground as can be tilled in one yearwith
one plough. In Domesday Inquisition, the arable land is estimated in
carrucates, thepasturein hides, andmeadow inacres. Skene makes the
carrucata the same with hilda or hida terræ, Littleton the same with soc."

The measure of a carrucate appears to have differed in respectof
placeas well as time. Inthe reign of Richard I.,1189, it was estimated
at sixty acres, and ina charter of the same reign at 100 acres;in the
time of EdwardI.,1272,at180 acres,andinthe 23rdof EdwardIII.,1350,
a carrucate of land in Burcester contained 112 acres,and inMiddleton
150 acres. By a statuteunder William III.,for charging persons to the
repair ofthe highways, aplough land is ratedat £50 per annum,andmay
contain houses, miUs, wood, pastures,"&c.— Encyclopædia Britannica,
vol. 4,p.184."The pound mentioned in Domesday Book," says Sir Robert Atkins,"

for reserved rent, was the weight of apound of silver, consistingof twelve
ounces, whichis equal inweight to £3 2s. Od.of our present money. The
same weight in gold is now worth £48. The shillingmentioned in the
same book consisted oftwelve pence, and isequal in weight to3s. of our
money. A carucate, hide, or plough of land, was a certain quantity of
land, about120 acres; an ox was then valued at 7s. 6d.;about1770 it
was worth £7 10s.;its present valueinEngland is nearly £20. — 1836."

■Note to page 48 of Crabtree's Hist,ofHalifax.

Appendix topages47-8.— A note from the Rev.Edward Rishton,
to the Rev. Robert Sagar.

Dear Sr— Iam very wilhng yt James Armitage should be Buried in
ye Chapel of Meltham according tothe desire of his Relations, Provided
ye Dues be paid to me, ye Clark and ye Sextonof Almondbury, but not
otherwise, wehIimpower you to Receive. Ifyouknownot whatthe Dues
are for Burying in ye Chapel, you must Inform yourself from some of
ye ancient Inhabitants, but Ipresume they may be ye same wch arepaid
in ye chapel of Marsden. Iam

your affectionate Bror
March 7th 1731. Edwd. Rishton.

PS. SinceIwrote tbis,Ifindby Mr. Pbilipson's Book yt ye Dues
are 3s- 4d. tome, Is. to the Clark and 4<L to ye Sexton. This waspaid
in 1700, for one ofMr. Armitage's FamUy, and this Ishall expect. E.R.

To the Eevd.Mr.Sagar.
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Appendix topage 53.— The Rev.Francis Cheynell.

Anthony Wood gives a long and curious account of Francis Cheynell,
whose name is intimately associated with AbrahamWoodhead's coUege
life, and among other things respectinghim says:—"He became a violent Presbyterian, and was appointed one of the
ParUamentarian apostles to convert the University from Loyalty to Pres-
byterianism. He wasmade visitor in1646-7-8."

The report Wood gives of his conduct at Chillingworth's grave is so
extraordinary that itcan only be accounted for by the malady— madness—
which afterwards overtookhim. It isas foUows:—

"Afterwards, ChiUingworth's body being carried into the Cloyster
adjoining, Cheynellstood at the gravereadyto receive it,with the author's
book of the 'Religion of Protestants,' in his hand;and when the com-
pany were all settled, he spakebefore them a ridiculous speech concerning
the author,ChiUingworth, and that book; andintheconclusion, throwing
the book insultingly on the corpse in the grave, said thus:— 'Get thee
gone, then, thoucursed book, whichhas seduced somany precioussouls;
get thee gone,thoucorrupt,rottenbook, "earthto earth,and dust todust;"
get thee gone into the place of rottenness, that thoumayest rot with thy
author and see corruption.' After the conclusion, Cheynell went to the
Pulpit in the Cathedral church, andpreacheda sermonon Luke ix. 60,—'
Letthe deadbury their dead,' and whUe the malignants, as he called

them, made a shift toperform some parts of the EngUsh Liturgy athis
grave."— Wood's Athenæ Oxonienses, Article, ChiUingworth, vol. 3,
page 94.

Notice C,page 65.
Henry Feme, Bishopof Chester, was born at York in 1602. Having

preached before the king, he was appointed Chaplain-extraordinary.
During the usurpationDr. Feme Uvedin retirement. At the restoration
he was appointed master of Trinity College, Cambridge, and was twice
elected Vice-ChancUlor. He was consecrated Bishop ofChester, but died
about five weeks afterwards, in March,1661. He was buried in West-
minster Abbey.

Notice 1,page81.— Abraham Woodhead.
Noticeof Abraham Woodhead, from "Walker's Sufferings ofthe Clergy,

University College,Oxford."
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"Abraham Woodhead, A.M., Fellowship. He was a native of the

county of York, andbecame Fellow of this House April 27th, 1633. In
1641,he was oneof the Proctorsof the University:afterwards hetravelled
into France and Italy,and returning into England, was, for non-appear-
ance,he being at that time inLondon, turned out of his Fellowshipby
the visitors, October 17th, 1648, and the same day, GeorgeGale wasput
into his place.

"After this, helived some time in London, was supported by George,
Duke of Buckingham, and after by the Lord Capell. To the former of
whomhe had taught the mathematics at Rome, andto the latterinEngland." In1660,he was restored to his FeUowship, but having changed his
reUgion,he tarried a very little while in the CoUege, and getting leave of
the society to travel,with the allowanceof twentypoundsa year,he retired
toHogsden, near London, wherehe Uved in somuch secresy and conceal-
ment, thatbut one only of aU the society knew any other than that he
was abroad onhis travels."Inthatretirement he became a champion for the Romish reUgion and
died there in 1678. Notwithstanding he is one ofthe blemishes of this
list, he must be owned tohavebeen amanof verygreatparts andlearning."

Notice 2,page 81.
—

Abraham Woodhead.

Notice ofAbrahamWoodhead,from ColUer's "BiographicalDictionary."" Woodhead, Abraham, sonof John Woodhead, of ThornhUl, in York-
shire, was born at Maltham, in the parishofAmbury, inthat county inthe
xviitlicentury. He wasbred inUniversity College, Oxford, where hewas
Fellow, enteredinto orders, and was oneof the Proctors of the University
about1641."Some time after, he travelled into France, from whence he went to
Rome, wherehe was reconciled to that communion, though he did not
discover it. During theusurpation ofthe Rump and CromweU,* he was
outedofhis FeUowship,but was restored in1660."Being of a different communion, though undiscovered,he got leave of
the CoUege to travel upon a smaU allowance, and thus retiring to London,
he settled at Hogsden, near that city, wherehe Uved veryprivately, and
died there in1678. He was a person of great learning and judgment,
very well read in theFathers, and in the works of the most considerable
apologists ofthe EngUsh Reformation.

* The close of theLong Parliament, so called in ridicule.
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" Heis esteemed oneofthe best RomanCatholic authors of the English
nation, and manages the controversies with more temper and judgment
thanmany others."

Some ofhis worksare:
— 'A BriefAccount ofAncient Church Govern-

ment;with a reflection onseveral modern writingsof the Presbyterians';*"To proceed, Mr. Woodhead has written 'An Historical.Narration of
the Life andDeath ofour Saviour,' in twoparts, pubUshedbyMr. Walker.'
Two Discourses concerning the Adoration of our Blessed Saviour in the

Eucharist.' 'Church Government,' part v., &c. 'Pietas Romana et
Parisiensis;or a faithful relation of the several sorts of charitable and
pious works, eminent in the cities ofRome andParis.'

'
Two Discourses,

the first concerning the spirit of Martin Luther,and the Original ofRefor-
mation;the second concerning the Celibacy of the Clergy.' He wrote
some other things toolong tomention, but never set bis name to any of
his tracts.

"This book, is by some supposed to be written by Obadiah Walker, —
'
The Guide inControversies;or, a rational accountofthe Doctrine of the

Roman CathoUcs, concerning the Ecclesiastical Guides in Controversies
of Religion.' This book is divided into four discourses:— 'Exercitations
concerning the Resolution of Faith against some Exceptions,' &c.

'Con-
siderations on the Council of Trent, beingthe Fifth Discourse concerning
the Guide inControversies.'

'
The Roman Church's Devotions vindica-

ted from Doctor StiUingfleets' Representations.' 'The Romish Doctrine
ofRepentance and Indulgence.' Most of these tracts are answered by the
learned Doctor StilUngSeet."

Notice 3,page81.— Abraham Woodhead.

Notice of Abraham Woodhead, from Dodd's "Church History."t
—

" Abraham Woodhead, son of John Woodhead, of ThornhiU, Yorkshire,
* This work wasby Obadiah Walker, asbefore stated.— See page 123.+ Charles Dodd, from whose

"
Church History," volUi.,Edition, 1742,

this article is taken, was a Roman Catholic Priest, whose real name was
asserted by some to be Richard Tootle, by others,Hugh TooteU. He
published in 1724, a "CertamenUtriusqueEcclesiæ," a Ust of all the
eminent writersof Controversy,CatholicandProtestant,since theReforma-
tion. Between 1737 and 1742, appeared his weU known work, " The
Church History of England, from 1500 to 1688, chiefly with regard to
CathoUcs." It is written, of course, from a Roman Catholic point ofview,but is valuedby historical students of all creeds for its communica-
tion of facts not to be found elsewhere. He is supposed tohave died
about1745.

—
Extractfrom an article in the "UniversalDictionary."
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was born at Maltham, parish Abbersbury, or Ambury. At sixteen he was
entered a scholar in University College, Oxford, 1624 ;his tutor, Jonas
Radcliff. After taking degrees in arts, was chosen Fellow in 1633, and
soonafter, enteredinto Orders. In1641he was oneof the Proctors of the
University. Not long after he went abroad, first with Thomas Radcliff,
sonof Sir GeorgeRadcliff, and again with Thomas Culpeper and Thomas
Strode, whohad all been gentlemen commoners, andhis pupils in Univer-
sity College.

"He spent a considerable time in Rome, lived with the Duke of
Buckingham there, instructing His Grace in the mathematical sciences.
Itis supposedaboutthis time he went over tothe Church of Rome, 'tho'
with aU privacy imaginable.' Onhis return toEngland, he had anapart-
ment in the Duke of Buckingham's house, in the Strand, and was
afterwards entertainedin Lord Capel's family."In1648, he was deprived of his FeUowship, by the Commissioners
sent down to purge the University of Oxford. Upon the Restoration of
3King Charles II.,1666, his FeUowship was restored to him, and he Uved
for some time in College;till, growing veryuneasy under the remorse of
occasional conformity, he obtainedleave to travel, as he pretended,with
the usual allowance of £20 per annum. But instead of going abroad, he
retired to a poor apartment, in Hogsden, near London, where he spent
several years in instructing young Catholic gentlemen, and composing
those learned works which afterward appeared in the world."

The secret of his person was communicated only to one particular
friend:norwas he detected till a little before his death, whUe Oatesand
Tong were busied in contriving their plots against the CathoUcs. He
Uved not tobe a spectator of the calamities thatbefelhis friends, dying at
Hogsden, May 4th, 1678." * * *

Here follows an account, the same as that given before in the notice
from Anthony Wood,of his burial, pfec,in St. Pancras' churchyard." Mr. Woodhead is lookedupon to be one of the ablest controversial
writers of his time, and though it is not customary with Protestants to
give any extraordinary character of those who desert their party, yet this
learnedperson seems to be anexception."

His learning and modesty are so conspicuous that common justice
requires that he should be mentioned with honour. Both Catholics and
Protestants may haverecourse to his works to learn the true state of the
question between the two churches. His works plainly shew him tohave
been aperson ofsound and solid judgment ;weU read in the Fathers, and
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in the polemical writings of the most eminent and renowned defenders of
the Church of England. 'The author of the"Guide in Controversies,"'
says Dr. Whitby, 'is a person most highly famed among the CathoUcs,
and the mostingenious and solid writer of the Roman party.'" What Mr. Woodhead's merits were inprivate life,is entirely unknown;
he was dead to the world, but will always Uve in the following works."
[Along listofthem which iselsewheregiven, follows. Then is addedAnthony
Wood's remark]— "Many stick not to say, whichis a wonder to me, that
he was the authorof 'The Whole Duty ofMan,'and ofall that goesunder
the name ofthat author."

Notice 4,page 81.— Abraham Woodhead.
Notice of Abraham Woodhead, from Chalmer's

" Biographical Diction-
ary."*— "Abraham Woodhead, whom Dr. Whitby pronounces 'the most
ingenious and solid writer of the Roman (CathoUc) party,' and whomerits
some notice from his name occurring so frequently in the PopishContro-
versy,at the latter end of the seventeenth century, was the son of John
Woodhead, ofThornhill, inYorkshire,and wasbornin 1608,at Meltham,
in theparish of Abbersbury, or Ambury, in that county. He had his
academical education in University College, Oxford, where he took his
degrees in arts, was elected FeUow in 1633, and soon aster entered into
Holy Orders. In1641 he served the office of Proctor, and then set out
for the Continent, as travelling tutor to some younggentlemen of family,
whohadbeenhis pupUs at College."While at Rome, he lodged with the Duke of Buckingham, whom he
taught mathematics,andis supposedahout the same time tohave embraced
the communion of the Church ofRome, although for a long time hekept
this aprofoundsecret. On his return to England he had an apartment
in the Duke of Buckingham's house, in the Strand,and was afterwards
entertained in Lord Capel's family. In 1648, he was deprived of his
FeUowship by the Parliamentary visitors, but merely on the score of
absence andnon-appearance whencalled."

After the Restorationhe was reinstated inhis Fellowship,but finding
it impossible any longer to conform, he obtained leave to travel with the
aUowance of a travelUngFellowship. Instead, however,of going abroad,
heretired to anobscure residence at Hoxton,near London, wherehe spent
several years, partly in instructing some young gentlemen of Popish

* Chalmer's General Biog.Diet., New Edition,vol.31,page 270.
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famines, andpartly in composing his works. Here he remained almost
undiscovereduntil aUttle whUe before his death whichhappenedat Hox-
ton,May 4th, 1678. He was buried in St. Pancras churchyard, where
there is amonument to his memory."

Woodhead was considered as oneofthe ablest controversial writers on
the Popishside, in his time, and some Protestants have paid respect to
his abiUties and candour."

Most ofhis works wereprinted at Mr. Obadiah Walker's privatepress,
and some ofthemhavebeen attributed to him. Wood gives a long Ust of
about twenty-threearticles,some ofwhich are translations. The principal
ofhis original writings is his

'
Guidein Controversies,' or,more fuUy 'A

Rational account of the doctrine ofCathoUcs, concerning the Ecclesiastical
guide in controversies of religion; reflecting on the late writings of
Protestants,particularly of Archbishop Laud, andDoctor Stillingfleet,on
this subject;in four discourses,"— under the initials R.H., 1666,1667,
and 1673,4to."The Protestant writers with whomhe was involvedincontroversy, and
inwhose Uves or writings his name occurs, were, Peter Heylyn, Bishop
StiUingfleet, Archbishop Wake, Drs. Aldrich, Smalridge, Harrington,
Tully, Hooperand Whitby."*— Ath.Ox.vol.ii.;Dodd'sCh.Hist.; Biog.
Brit. Art. Wake.

Note topage 85.— The Catholic Miscellany on Abraham
Woodhead."The writings of Mr. Woodheadare so numerous, and contain such a

fund of erudition, of soUd piety, and sound argument, that they form a
complete devotional and controversial Ubrary, and have not only been
highly commended by many succeeding Catholic authors, but several
learned Protestant writers haveborne testimony to theirmerit." * * *
[Hearne, Wood,and Whitby, are quoted here to prove this.] "Simon
Berrington inhis brief account of the writings and Use of the author of'Ancient Church Government,'has this passage. 'But what is particu-
larly tobe admired in Mr. Woodhead is, that inaU his disputes with his
learned adversaries, onemay say themost learned the Church of England
ever had, he never exceeds the bounds of modesty and fair language,

* This statement must be viewedas a matter ofmere conjecture, for as
Mr. Woodhead's writings were alwayspubUshedanonymously,it could not
possibly be known thathe was the person thus "involvedincontroversy
with Protestant writers."

v
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never using anypersonal, or even party reflections; free from passion or
invidious zeal, he calmly, but with the more solidity, shews the weakness
ofhis advarsaries' cause, the strength of his own,and leads theminsensibly
to the truth, by a certain forceof reasoningpecuUar tohimself.' ""He, however,admits thathis method and style is wholly peculiar to
himself, and, indeed, so veryuncommon, that if there be an objection
against them, that is the chiefest. Nothing can be objected against his
learning or judgment, and very few come up to it. His intermixing so
many parentheses,andparentheses* runs throughaU his works, andsome-
times hinders the sense from being carried on so smoothly as itmight be
otherwise, but makes folly amends by the solidity of his judgment, and
the vast stock of learning he almost crowdsintohis paragraphs. Thisis
another peculiar mark of his writings, so that by an over cautiousness,
endeavouring to express his sentiments more fully, and to leave nothing
withoutreflection, he is a littlehard tobe understood in some places. It
is also customary with him to refer the reader to whathe had wrotein
some former treatises. With these acknowledged peculiarities his works
werenevertheless greatly esteemed hy the latelearned andpiousauthor of
the

'
Saints Lives,' whopossessedmany ofhis MSS. While heresided at

the University he composedabook of Logic;another ofPhilosophy, with
the Duke of Buckingham andhis brother;Paraphrase, withLord Capel;'Instructions for Oratory;' and a smaU tract on 'Perspective Glasses.'
After he retired to Hoxton, the followingnumerous list was the work of-
his indefatigable pen:— 'AnHistorical Narration of the Life andDeath
of Christ,' in two parts,t printed at the Theatre, Oxford, 1685— many
exceptionswere made in the University against this book, particularly
by Doctor George Reynell, of Caius CoUege; 'The Benefits of our
Saviour,'* &c, quarto, Oxford, 1680; 'Ancient Church Government,'}
1685, &c— -Extracts from Appendix to

"Dalton's Translation from the
SpanishofSt. Teresa."

"He wasprivately interred in the churchyard of St.Pancras, near Lon-
don,under anordinary monument, raised altar-wise,built a little height

* Parentheses pervade some of the works assigned to Abraham Wood-
head, but those works havebeen claimed for other writers, whereas none
occurin his letters, sennons,and thetreatises by the authorof the "Whole
Duty of Man."+ The two worksmentioned aboveare attributed to Obadiah Walker—
see page 84.

} This work is attributedhy some to Obadiah Walker, andby others to
Richard Holden— seepp. 84 and123.
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withbricks, and covered with a slab of blue marble, on which wasthis
humble Inscription, 'Elegi,'* &c.

"Afterwards, in the year1732, the grave was opened, and after digging
about a foot from the surface of the earth, a smallbut firm cemented arch
was found, just sufficient to encompass the coffin, whichbeing quite laid
open, the coffin was found tobe decayed, and the bones bare of flesh, were
carefully gathered together, and preserved decently, tUl a new coffin was
brought, wherein they were deposited, and ahandsome marble monument
erected to his memory,and to that of a young lady of greatmerit. This
lady was the first and most beloved wife of Cuthbert Constable, Esq.,of
Burton, Amatia, or Arney, daughter of Lord Clifford. She died 25th of
July, 1731. Ætat. 26. Her widower caused her tobe buriedby Mr. Wood-
head, and erected this new monument* jointly for her, and also for that
pious great man with the foUowingEpitaph:—

Hie Jacet
Quielegit abjectus esse indomoDei,

Et mansit in Solitudine
Non quærens quod sibi esset utile sed quodmultis,

Abraham Woodhead,
Maximum CollegiiUniversitatis Oxomi, ut et

totius sŒcuU ornamentum
Yivumque virtutumomnium exemplar:

Vir
Versus Deum Ardentissimapietate,

Versus Ecclesiam CathoUcam humUlimo obsequio,
Studiorum indefessa assiduitate mkabilis,

Honoribus, divitiis, scecuUq;voluptatibusomnibus
Vitam humUem, obscuram, laboriosam prætuUt ;

* This inscription is given inpage 59, which see.+ "Abraham Woodhead's monument in St. Pancras churchyard, has
fortunately escaped the ravages of time and the recent desecration of this
sacred spot. The monument is a large one,of stone, with a sloping top,
and stands about twenty paces, in a straight line, from the little door in
tbe south side of the chancel. Abraham Woodhead's inscription, which
is stiU perfectly legible,} is on the northside of the tomb, and that of
Arney Constable on the south side. Lysons, inhis

'Environs of London,'
Ui. 354, has printedin extenso the inscription on Woodhead's tomb."

—
Notes andQueries, September15, 1866.

} An experiencedarchæologist who visitedand examined the monument
in October, 1866, found the inscription so obliterated, excepting oneor
two lines, as tobc incapable of being accurately deciphered.
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NequeLibris
Quos per-multoset utilissimos et piissimos doctissimosque edidit

Nomen suum inscribi passus est
ObUt ferij Septuagenarius Maii4to,

AnnoDom. 1678.
P. V.*

Cuthbertus Constable.

Translation.

Here Ues
Abraham Woodhead,

Who chose to be an outcast in the house of God,
Andremained in solitude,

Not seeking whatmight be useful tohimselfbut to the many
A verygreatornament ofUniversity CoUege, Oxford,+

As well as ofthe entire age,
And aUving example of aU virtues:

Aman._
Of themost ferventpiety towards God,

Of the most humble obedience to the CathoUc Church,
Remarkable for unwearied diUgenceinhis studies,
He preferredahumble, retired, and laborious life,
To honours, riches, and aU worldly pleasures:

VerymanyBooks,
Most useful, most piousandmost learned,

He pubUshed,
But would not aUow his name tobe prefixed to them.

He died almost seventy yearsold,May 4th,
Inthe year ofour Lord, 1678.

Cuthbert Constable
Devoted this tribute tohiB memory.

NoteD,page 86.
Considerable doubtbeing entertained as toDr. Feme'shaving ever held

the office of chaplain in Lord Capel's famUy, a query on the subject

* P.V.stand for Ponendum or poni voluit.
+ The literal rendering of the original wouldbe,— "of the College of

the University of Oxford."
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was put a short time ago, into "Notes and Queries," and it elicited the
foUowing reply:—"

The statement has probably beenmade from the fact, thatDr. Feme
accompanied Lord Capel and the other commissioners from King Charles
I., to treatwith theParUamentarians, at Uxbridge, inmatters relating to
the Church."

—
Vide "Clarendon's Historyof theRebeUion,"Ed.1849,

vol. iii.,p. 498.— Notes and Queries.
In

"Clarendon's History ofthe RebeUion," Ed.1843,* it is not stated
that

"
Dr.Feme accompanied Lord Capel and the other commissioners,"

&c, but thathe was oneof those sent by the king. The passage runs
thus:

— "
On the King's part, besidesDr. Steward, who wasacommissioner

in matters relating to the chnrch, there was Dr. Sheldon, afterwards
Archbishopof Canterbury;Dr.Lany,afterwards BishopofEly;Dr.Feme,
afterwards Bishop of Chester;Dr. Potter, then Dean of Worcester, and
Provost of Queen's CoUege, inOxford;andDr.Hammond;aU who,being
theking's chaplains, were sent by him to attend the commissioners for
their devotions, and for the other service of the church, as the manage-
ment of thetreaty required;which could not be foreseen."

—
Book 8th,

Ed.1843,Period 1644,p.523.
This paragraphis renderedinprecisely the same wordein "Clarendon's

History of the RebeUion," Ed. 1720, vol.ii. part 2, p. 583. From the
above,it does not appear that Dr. Feme stood in a nearer relation to
Lord Capel than any of the other Divines sent by the king with the
commissioners.

Note E,page 121.— Extracts trom a MS. Sermon supposed

TO HAVE BEEN Mr. WOODHEAD'S.

St. Luke, xUi., 23, 24 verses.— " And one said unto him Lord shall
there but few be saved ? and he said untohim,strive to enter in at the
straight gate, for Isay unto you, many shall strive to enter in and
cannot."

lst, The curiosity of sinfulman, that willpry into the secrets of God,
and question withhis Maker, in these words, 'Lord shaU there but few be

* The advertisement to this edition,printed at the University press,
Oxford, 1843, contains the following statement:— "Inthis edition the
originalmanuscript ofthenoble author, depositedintheBodleianLibrary,
has been followed throughout, the suppressedpassages havebeenrestored,
and the interpolations made by the first epiitor havebeen rejected. The
pubUc, therefore, aie now in possession of the genuine text of this
important work."
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saved? 2nd, Christ's answer to these questions, andhe said
'strive;'and

3rd, the reasonof this answer,
'many shaU strive.'

lst.— A general will inall men to be saved.
2nd. A kind of impossibility all menran,not to enterin andbe saved

—and this,not in respect of any thing in God, but in regard of the
malignant wickedness of sinfulman.

The eye is never filled with seeing, nor the ear withhearing,nomore is
thehearte of man with knowing, but oftentimes the excellenter the thing
is which the hearte of man desireth, the greater is the mind to desire it.
Itwas anexceUent thing to know good and evil,but the sin wasgreat in
that they sought to rob God of his knowledge. Now Satan seeing this to
be a veryplausibleand forcible argument hathnever ceased to show to all
the sons of Adam this appleof the tree of good and evU, to the end he
might drive them from out of Paradise, that is, out of the favour of God.* * • * • -When asPeter in a curious sorte askedChrist of John,
saying, What shall this man do ? Christ answered him and said, 'IfI
wUlhavehim tostay till Icome, what is thatto thee?' So here, when
Christ saw this man more inquisitive about other men's matters and
salvation thanhis owne,doth answer him, as it is inmy text, 'Strive to
enter in,'&.., and as though he should have said, What is that to thee,
whether many or few shall be saved— look thou to thyself— see that thou
be of the number of those that shall be saved. Strive about it, for indeed
this salvationis not easily attained. Thou must take pains and labour
for it. It was aneasy thing to lose Paradise,butharde to gette it again.
There are many briars in theway to hinder thee. It is a crowne thou
seekest for, therefore thou must runne for it. Itis amastery, therefore
thou must strive for it. Lastly,this kingdome, as our Saviour saith,must
suffer violence, and the violent take it away. Gregory upon the 7
penitentialPsalms saith, 'This is ablessed striving, when we striveabout
heaven;This is like Jacob's wrestling with God, whowouldneverrest tUl
he had gotte a blessinge;so this will never rests tUl it have gotte a
kingdome.' By this is not our neighbour wronged,neither by this can
Jacob be termed a supplanter of his Brother. For God is not asIsaac,
who whenhe had bestowed one blessing upon his sonne Jacob, had not
another for Esau, but answered him, 'Ihave bestowed the blessing upon
Jacob, andIhavenone left for thee'

—
but when we strive for this heavenly

kingdome, the second of them may say, 'thon hast reserved another
blessings for me, bless me good Father'— and then wiU God say,not as
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Isaac, 'Ihave blessed thy Brother or neighbour, and Iwill bless thee
also, forInever wantblessinges.'

Appendix topage115.— Abraham Woodhead.
The following document from Mr. Woodhead's pen, serves to endorse

the statementmade at page 115, Chapter VIL, respecting the tone of his
letters, andhis great exactitude about aU " worldly concerns.""

Know all menby these presents thatI, Abraham Woodhead, of Lon-
don, do appointand deputemy very loving cousin, Anthony Armitage, of
ThickhoUings, receiver of ye yearly rent of nine poundsdue to me for my
house and land inMeltham, from my aunt, and my cousin, John Wood-
head, and to be paid at Whitsuntide and Martinmas by equalportions.
And herebyIdo also authorize him, the said Anthony,in any defect of
paymentof any part ofthe saidrent touse all lawfuU means for distraining
of any goods yt may be foundin the said house and lands. Inwitness
whereof, Ihave set to my hand and seale this twenty-fifthday of Septem-
ber, A.D.1671.
Signed in ye presence

of
Edward Perkins
JosephHatt

Ab. Woodhead's Q seal

Notice 5,page 116.
—

Abbbaham Woodhead.

Notice ofAbraham Woodhead fromthe prefaceto the
"Paraphrase,"&c.

Inthe "Paraphraseand Annotations upon aU theEpistles of St. Paul," a
work declared to have been written by Abraham Woodhead, Richard
Allestree, and Obadiah Walker, "the third edition, 1708, corrected and
improvedby the late Right Reverend and learned Dr. John FeU, Bishop
of Oxford," are someparticularsrespectingAbrahamWoodhead not noticed
inAnthony Wood's Athen. Oxon. They are the foUowing:

—
"He [Mr. Woodhead] often frequented the house of aparticular friend

who Uvedin the narrow passage going up by St.Swithen's church, near
London-Stone, where he sometimes continued for several days. He was,
inaU probability, the author of

'
The Whole Duty of Man,' which was

affirmed by a workman in Mr. Norton's printing house, who was always
intrusted to carry the sheets tohim to correct;nothing [certainly]is more
usual than for one man to revise the work of another, but he further
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testify'd, that Mr. Woodhead's corrections and alterations were tho same
hand with the copy.*"

Most of Obadiah Walker's writings were attributed tohim, which was
only occasion'd by the great intimacy between 'em, his genuine works are
only The Whole Duty of Man,Decay of Christian Piety, Government

ofthe Tongue, Lively Oracles, Art of Contentment, The Gentleman's
Calling, The Ladies' Calling.""

Tho' many things have been impoB'd uponhim, under thename of
the author of 'The Whole Duty of Man,' these pieces were published
together in folio,at Oxford,by BishopFeU, who writ a preface to them
* * * He was jointly concem'd withDr.AUestry and Obadiah Walker
in this work, sothatno oneparticularpart canbe assign'd tohim."

Notice 6, pages 118-9.
—

Abraham Woodhead.

Notice of Abraham Woodhead, from Alban Butler:— "Abraham
Woodhead, homin1608, at Meltham,in Yorkshire,died 1678,pronounced
by Whitby, see Chalmers, 'the most ingenious and solid writer of the
Roman CathoUc party,' and considered as oneof the ablest controversial
writers, on the popish side, in his time. 'Our Author,' says Charles
Butler, inhislife of AlbanButler, 'was a great admirer of the writings of
Abraham Woodhead; he purchased his manuscripts, and by his wUl
bequeathedthem to the EngUsh CoUege at Douay.'"Mr. Woodhead is one of the writers to whom the celebrated 'Whole
Duty of Man' has been attributed. On that subject the editor is in
possession of the following note in our author's handwriting:

'
Dr.

John Fell, Dean of Christ Church, afterwards Bishop of Oxford, who
published the other works of the author of

'
The Whole Duty of Man,'

inOxford, 1675— 78 foUo, and who was the only person then living who
knew the author of 'The Whole Duty of Man,' gave this book of 'The
Whole Duty of Man' to his bookbinder,and Hawkins, his bookseller in
London, with other pieces ofMr. Woodhead's,and orderedMr. Woodhead's
name tobe affixed to the title page of this as well as of the other works
whichhe gave tobe bound."

* An edition of the works of the learned and pious author of
"

The
Whole Duty of Man," "was printed at the Theatre, in Oxford, and in
London,by Roger Norton, for EdwardPawlett,at the sign ofthe Bible,in
Chancery Lane, A.D. 1695."
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NoteF,page 143.
—

Notice op the Earl of Strafford.
Perhaps history affords no strongerevidence as to the integrity ofthat

distinguished and unfortunate nobleman, Lord Strafford, and to the
injustice of the BiU of Attainder passed uponhim by the House of Lords
in 1641, than the testimony born to his character by two such menas
Archbishop Usher, andLord Capel. The one, Usher's,before hiscondem-
nation, the other, Capel's, after it, and at the moment when he himself,
basely dealt with by Cromwell, hadbeenunjustly sentenced and was about
tosuffer on the scaffold.

"The unhappy monarch, distracted and perplexed between the perilof
refusinghis assent, and the injustice of granting it, sent for Archbishop
Usher and some other Prelates; Usher had a conference with his royal
master in the evening, and declared his opinionthat if His Majesty was
satisfied by whathe hadheardat the trial, that the Earl wasnot guilty of
treason, he ought not inconscience to consent to his condemnation, and
when the king yielded to the popular demand, and gave to theBiU that
sanction which weigheduponhis spirits during the remainder of his days,
the Archbishopexpressed his feelings with tears in his eyes, 'Oh, sire,
whathave youdone ? Ifear thatthis act may provea great trouble upon
your conscience;and pray God that your Majesty may never suffer for
signing this BiU.'"Itis related thatLord Strafford, when Viceroy of Ireland, had looked
upon Archbishop Usher with no very friendly feeUng, and therefore it is
the more deUghtful toobserve, thathe made choice of the Primate for his
spiritual adviser,now thathis days on earth were numbered. The good
Archbishop had many interviews with him, and on the last evening ofhis
mortal existence, assisted him inhis prayers to thatCourt, where,as the
Earl remarked, 'neither partialitycan be expected nor error found.'"Nextmorning heattendedLord Strafford onthe scaffold;kneeleddown
andprayed byhis side;and observed withcomfort thatthe departingnoble-
man was engaged in sUent devotion;Usher waspersonaUy addressed in
that courageousand eloquent speech which he delivered before disrobing
for execution;and then, having received his last farewell, hastenedfrom
the touching scene, and bore to the king the tidings that all was over,
adding theonly consolation which the case admitted, that he had Been

reason to believe that the Earl was wellprepared for that change, and
thathis last gloomy hours were brightened by thehopeofeternal glory."*

* Biog.Brit., vol. vi., Art. Wentworth.
W
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Note G,page 145.
" Themeasures of spoliation and ejection, which commenced in the

year 1640, were carried chiefly into effect by means of committees. One
of the most notorious of these was the committee appointed to try'Scandalous' ministers, a comprehensive appellation,designed to include
all who might be obnoxious to the party in power. By authority of these
Parliamentary committees, a great number of the Clergy, estimated by
some writers to amount to seven thousand, with their wives and famiUes,
were turned outof their comfortable homes, robbedof their furniture, and
oftenof the whole of their private property, and thrown upon the wide
world, to seek aprecarioussubsistence fromsome unaccustomedoccupation;
or at best made dependants upon the bounty of the generous but
impoverished loyalists."

No tyranny of King Charles ever equaUed the tyranny of this
ParUament and then- agents:no measures of the star chamber weremore
indefensible than the severities of these countless starchambers, erected
ineverypart of the country."

Such is the testimony borneby the Biographer of Hammond,* and by
Walker in his

"
Sufferings of the Clergy;" yet while the cruel edicts of

the Parliament are tobe condemned, full justice should berendered to the
character of the Puritans as abody. Of themitis affirmed:—"

That their general deportment was strict and grave; asministers of
the gospel they were diUgent and zealous;pecuUarearnestnessandwarmth
distinguished their preaching;and they frequently assembled their people
privately for prayer. Works ofgreat piety and exceUence remain to attest
thatmany of them were powerful advocates of reUgion and virtue. By
such means they naturallyand deservedly gained a share ofpublic esteem;
and the coercive measures thathadbeen pursuedtowards them, beingmore
commonly vexatious than severe, were just such as might increase their
popularity, without answering the purpose for which they were intended."
Ithas been well remarked by Bishop Heber— "That no party had then

been found enUgbtened enough to perceive the great wickedness of
persecution inthe abstract, or the moral unfitnessof temporalpunishment
as an engine of religious controversy."

Note G,page 172."The ParUamentary Surveys alluded to, were made," says Archdeacon
* Bishop Fell.
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Todd, "in pursuance of various ordinances of Parliament during the
Commonwealth, by surveyorsappointed for that purpose, actingonoath.
At theRestoration, these valuablepapers were deUvered to Juxon, Arch-
bishopof Canterbury, and they were depositedin the Library atLambeth
Palace. They form twenty-one large folio volumes. Some ofthe returns
are duplicates, some original,but they are all, by a decree of the Court of
Exchequer, admittedin evidence as original records. They are Surveys
ofEpiscopal and Capitular, as well asparochial,possessions,and as they
also describe impropriations or Rectories, are often minute as weU as
important. Some additional surveys of the same nature have been
discovered in the Tower ofLondon."

Appendix topages191— 2.
The interesting ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the new

schools alluded to inpages 191— 2, took place on Saturday, the 10th of
November last, inthepresence of a large number of the clergy and laity of
the neighbourhood. At three o'clock in the afternoon divine service was
held in the church,after which the incumbent and churchwardens, foUowed
by the members of the building committee and the congregation, walked
inprocessionto the site, which lies near the church, on the south side.
It being in accordance with the general feeling of the public that the
Schools should be memorial of their original projector, the late Rev.
Joseph Hughes, his daughter was invited by the committee to lay the
foundation stone. Ina cavity,underneath the stone, wasplaceda leaden
box, containing a Bible and Common Prayer Book,copies of The Times,
the HuddersfieldChronicle, and the Huddersfield Examiner;severalsilver
and copper coins of the present reign, and an iUuminated parchment
bearing the following inscription:—"

St. Bartholomew's Church, Meltham— Meltham Memorial Schools.
These Schools were erected by public subscription, on land presented for
that purpose by Charles Brook, jun., late of Meltham Hall, now of
Enderby, Leicestershire, Esq., J.P., in memoryof the late JosephHughes,
who was for 25 years Incumbent of the Chapelry of Meltham. The
foundation stone was laid by his daughter, Jane Gwenhwyfar, on this the
10thday of November, in the year of our Lord 1866.
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'The Vicar ofAlmondbury,
The Incumbent ofMeltham,

Trustees,JThe Incumbent of Meltham Mills,
The Incumbent ofHelme, and
The Incumbent of Wilshaw._

Edward Collis Watson, Incumbent.
James Smart, B.A.,Curate.

James Battye and )
churohmrdens.

Thomas Allen Haigh, j
Charles Brook, junior,
EdwardBrook,
James William Carlile
Edward Coleman Gooddy,

Building Committee, -{ JoaephHirgti
Thomas Henry Lawford,
James Ramsden, and

*- Thomas Denton Scholes.
John Kirk and Sons, Architects.
George Moorhouse and Co., Builders."

A handsome silver trowel, provided by the subscribers,andpresentedby
EdwardBrook, Esq.,Bent House, was used on the occasion.

By the Trust-Deed the Schools are united to the National Society for
promoting the Education of the Poorin the principlesof the Established
Church, and their managementis vested in the Incumbent for the time
beingof the Chapelry of Meltham. The National Society has made a
grant of £80 towards their erection.

NoteH,page 221.
As regards the supply of wool for the woollencloth manufactory, thefol-

lowing extractspoint out the source whence it may have been derived:
—

"
The existence ofsheepinthisisland previousto the Romaninvasion,isnot

mentioned by any veryearly historian. Even Cæsar and Tacitus are both
silentonthe subject. Thereis,however,inoneofthe ancient Britishtriads,
anallusion to the existence of three hundred and sixty thousand sheepin
Wales, aboutthecommencement oftheChristianera;anditisrecorded that
the Romans, during their sojournin thisisland, established at Winchester a
woollenmanufactory, which was supplied with the native fleeces of the
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country, and so well did the project succeed that the wooUen cloths of
Britain soon excelled the productions of everyother part of the Roman
empire;for the finest andmost expensive dresses used ondays of festivity
and august ceremony,wereprocured from Britain."

That there were sheephere also, after the conquest of the country by
the Saxons,may be inferred from incidental allusions to them or their
wool,inold records. It is said of King Alfred's godmother that she was
skilled in the spinning of wool, and that she took pains in trainingup her
daughters in the same employment. And Sharon Turner, inhis 'History
of theManners, &c, of the Anglo-Saxons,'1805,p.58, asserts that 'for
their animal foodthey had oxen,sheep, and great abundance of swine.'

"
The historian Hume states that the heaviest taximposed,inEdward the

first's time, was on wool, and fromthe sameauthority somecurious facts are
ascertained respecting wool, as anarticle ofcommerce between the English
and the Flemings, in the time of Edward III.

"
James D'Arteville, a

brewer in Ghent, who governedthe inhabitants of that city with a more
absolute sway thanhad everbeenassumed byanyof their lawful sovereigns,
was the man to whom Edward applied himself for'bringing over the
Flemings to his interest;and that Prince, the most haughty and most
aspiring of the age,never courted any aUy with somuch assiduity and so
many submissions, as he employed towards this seditious and criminal
tradesman. D'Arteville,proudof these advances fromthe King of England,
and sensible that the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain
connections with the English, who furnished them the materials of their
woollenmanufactures, the chief sourceof their opulence, readily embraced
the interests of Edward, and invited him over into the low countries.
Edward, before he entered on this great enterprise, affected to consult his
Parliament, asked their advice, and gained their consent;andthe more
to strengthen his hands, he obtained from them a grant of20,000 sacks
of wool;whichmight amount to aboveahundredthousandpounds. This
wool was a good instrument to employ with the Flemings;andthe price
of it withhis German allies."— Hume's Hist., vol.H.,p. 426.
It appears from a note to chapter xvi., of this work, that in the eighth

year of this monarch's reign, there were about30,000sacksof woolexported
every year,and that the medium valueof a sack was £5. * * *
"Edwardendeavouredtointroduce andpromote the woollenmanufacture,

by giving protectionand encouragement to foreign weavers, andby enact-
ing a law, prohibiting everyone from wearing any cloth but of English
make. The pariiamentprohibited theexportationof woollen goods, which
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was not so well judged, especially while the exportation of unwrought
woolwas so much allowed and encouraged."— Hume.

An interestingnotice of the encouragement given to the woollen cloth
manufactories of this kingdom hy Queen PhUippa, the Flemish Consort of
Edwardthe III.,is given in Miss Strickland's Queens of England, vol. ii.,
pp. 310, 311:— Life of QueenPhilippa. It is as follows:—"Philippa,young as she was, well remembered the sourceof prosperity
which enriched her owncountry. She established amanufacturing colony
atNorwich, in the year1335;but the first steps towards this good work
were commenced so early as the third of July, 1331, within a few months
of the assumption ofpower,by the youthful king. A letter so dated, from
Lincoln, is addressed to John Kempe, of Flanders, cloth-weaver in wool,
in whichhe is informed, that ifhe will come to England with the servants
and apprenticesof his mystery, and withhis goods and chattels, and with
any dyers and fullers whomay be inclined willingly to accompany him
beyond the seas,and exercise their mysteries in the kingdom of England,
they shall haveletters of protection and assistance in their settlement.*

"Philippa occasionally visited Kempe, and the rest of her colony in
Norwich. Nor did she disdain to blend aU the magnificence of chivalry
with her patronage of the productive arts. Like abeneficentqueen of the
Hive, she cherished andprotected the workingbees, andat aperiod ofher
life, under twenty yearsofage, which, in commoncharacters, isconsidered
girlhood;she had thus enriched one of the cities of her realm by her
statistical wisdom."

MILITARY PREPARATIONS REQUIRED OF MELTHAM-HALFE
IN 1715.

The followingnote to the Constable of Meltham-Halfe, copied from a
time worn old document, dated 1715,refers to the time of the universal
arming throughout the country, whenthe Pretender made his first attempt
on the British crown, andproves that the authorities at Meltham werenot
exempted from the duty of furnishing men and arms for the purposes of
national defence:—

To the Con'ble ofMeltham-Halfe.
West-Rid. I

Com: Ebor.— By virtue of a Warrant from his Majesty's Deputy Lieu-
* Fædera. "Probably the name of John Kempe is derived from Comb,

that instrument being used in his employment,andmeans '
John ofthe

Comb,' asthe old English of the verb
'
to Comb,' is tokempe. Kempe

was the Patriarch of the Norwich woollen manufactures."
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tenants,— These are to command you forthwith to givenotice to aU the
Principals of Foot+ withinyour Constabulary, to provide for their men a
3Red Cloath Coat Lined with Orange and trimmed withBrassButtons, and
aHattbound with broad Orange Worsted Lace, and also toprovide forth-
with good and new arms, viz. :— a Musquett, Bayonets, Cartouch Box,
Sword andBelt, which are aU to be inreadinesse when called for.
Hereof fail not;Givenunder my Hand the Eleventh day of March Ano
Dm. 1715.
And by another Warrant from the Deputy Lieutenants, you are to be
furnish't with the said Cloaths and arms by Mr. Robert Milne and Mr.
Thomas Warburton, inWakefield, good and at Reasonable Rates.

Jas: Becar.

+ Probably officers of Infantry.
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