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INTRODUCTION 

This document is an attempt to expand upon previous lists of beerhouses and inns in the area 

that was historically the township of Meltham. Only the 30 known premises that existed within 

the township boundary marked on the first series Ordnance Survey maps (surveyed in the late 

1840s and published in 1854) are included.1 

Whenever possible, contemporary source documents were used for the research. In particular, a 

check of the entire available Meltham census returns for the years 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 

was undertaken to identify individuals connected to a licensed premises or to the brewing trade. 

The 18th century parish records for both Almondbury and Meltham were also checked. 

Although hopefully this document will help to provide new information to those interested in 

the history of drinking establishments in the Meltham area, it should not be regarded as 

authoritative and further research will hopefully fill in some of the following gaps: 

1) Details for the alehouses and inns in the Meltham area prior to the early 1800s remain 

sketchy at best – partly due to the lack of a dedicated newspaper for the Huddersfield 

area and to the Meltham’s remoteness. In particular, the names of the 18th century 

premises linked to Allen Hollingworth (died 1776) and his wife Betty (died 1801), and to 

James Taylor (likely died August 1783) remain unknown. 

 

2) Whilst the trade directories for Meltham also provide invaluable information, the 

common practise of not naming beerhouses means that there are still a handful of entries 

that could not be confidently linked to a specific beerhouse. Further details can be found 

in the Odds & Sods section. 

All references to buildings and locations are in Meltham, unless otherwise indicated. The names 

of licensed premises are given in bold text. Where the name of a premises is not recorded in the 

source document but can be inferred, it is shown in angle brackets, e.g. <Swan Inn>. 

The appendix contains around 60 pages of biographical notes. During research, it became 

apparent that many of the families who ran licensed premises were interconnected through 

marriage. Every attempt has been made to try and ensure the details are as accurate as possible, 

but corrections and additions – particularly from anyone who has researched their own family 

tree – are warmly welcomed. 

  

 
1 A successful petition by the residents of Shady Row, Meltham Mills, in the mid-1890s saw the Boundaries 

Commission alter the boundary of the township to include portions of Honley and Netherthong townships, 

however there are no known beerhouses or inns in those specific areas. A number of well-known inns, such as the 

Isle of Skye Hotel on the Greenfield Road and the Dyers Arms at Holt Head, were situated outside of the 

township boundary and these are summarised in the appendix.  

The first series O.S. maps are available to view on the National Library of Scotland’s web site. The township is 

spread across the following four maps: Yorkshire 260 (showing the centre of Meltham), Yorkshire 259 (Holt Head 

and moorland to the west of Meltham), Yorkshire 271 (West Nab), and Yorkshire 272 (Harden Moss).  

http://maps.nls.uk/view/102345091
http://maps.nls.uk/view/102345088
http://maps.nls.uk/view/102345136
http://maps.nls.uk/view/102345139
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18TH CENTURY 

The earliest Licence Registers from the 1770s and 1780s give only the names of the licensee and 

those providing the sureties (usually other licence holders), and were recorded for the historic 

area of “Meltham Half”3 which compromised the townships of Netherthong and Meltham. 

The surnames Eastwood and Garlick — later linked to the Golden Fleece and Swan in 

Meltham respectively — both appear in these early registers. However, the Western Subdivision 

of Agbrigg Brewster's Calendar of 1803 names John Garlick as the licensee of the Shoulder of 

Mutton and William Eastwood of the Woolpack, which indicates both premises subsequently 

underwent changes of name in the early 1800s. Both of these premises were situated on the 

main road through Meltham, which was part of the route from Marsden to Holmfirth and 

Penistone.4 

The available Licence Registers from 1771 to 1803 are summarised below, with entries that are 

linked to premises in the Meltham area highlighted in red: 

Licensee Licence Register Notes 

Thomas Bray 1803 Royal Oak at Thongsbridge 

Joseph Eastwood 1771, 1773, 1777, 1778 & 1781 died 1782 <Woolpack> 

William Eastwood 1803 Woolpack (later Golden Fleece) 

James Garlick 1771, 1773, 1777, 1778 & 1781 <Shoulder of Mutton> 

John Garlick 1803 Shoulder of Mutton (later Swan) 

Allen Hollingworth 1771, 1773 husband of Betty Hollingworth  

Betty Hollingworth 1777, 1778, 1781 widow of Allen Hollingworth 

David Kippax 1803 Netherthong 

Jonathan Kippax5 1803 Bridley Brook, Holt Head 

John Shackleton6  1781  

James Taylor 1771, 1773, 1777, 1778 & 1781 “sick” in 1778, “infirm” in 1781 

John Woodhouse7  1773, 1777 & 1778  

 

These records therefore indicate that at least four licensed premises existed within the boundary 

of the township of Meltham in the late 1700s, although the names and exact locations of those 

connected to the Hollingworths and to James Taylor remain unknown. 

 

 
3 The name Meltham Half is sometimes taken to mean only Netherthong, but in this context it included Meltham. 
4 The route from Marsden to Penistone (via Holmfirth) was included on Thomas Jefferys’ 1771 map of Yorkshire, 

surveyed in the late 1760s by John Ainslie. The route, as described by W.B. Crump in Huddersfield Highways Down 

the Ages, can be viewed online at https://huddersfield.exposed/p/28f1 
5 No definite entries for Kippax were located in the parish records. 
6 Shackleton was a very rare name locally. Perhaps this was the John Shackleton who married widow Martha 

Dodson at Kirkburton on 20 October 1768. 
7 No parish records were found to identify John Woodhouse, but the name is more associated with the Honley and 

Netherthong area than Meltham. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/28f1
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The 1803 Register shows that there were two licensed premises in the centre of Meltham and 

one at the very north-western edge of the township at Holt Head8, on the boundary with the 

townships of Lingards and Linthwaite.  

The earliest parish records found relating to Meltham innkeepers are for James Garlick (1730s 

and 1740s) and Joseph Eastwood (1750s). Both families appear to have run their respective inns 

for over a century, by which time a large number of beerhouses had opened in the township due 

to the liberalism of the Beerhouse Act of 1830. 

Allen Hollingworth is named as a brewer of Greensend in church register entries for the death 

of a son (possibly named Aaron) in January 1759 and then in January 1765 when his son Alan 

was baptised. He died in January 1776 and was buried at St. Bartholomew. His widow, Betty, 

who took over his licence, likely died in May 1801. Their great-grandson John Hollingworth 

built the Railway Hotel in 1867.9 

James Taylor is named as a brewer of Meltham Mill Moor in the baptismal record for his 

daughter Mary on 2 May 1761 and is almost certainly the innkeeper of the same name recorded 

in the Licence Register. He likely died in August 1783 but the name of his inn was not found 

during research. 

Halifax brewer Timothy Bentley (1768-1830) is believed to have moved to Meltham circa 1793 

before purchasing land at Lockwood where he established a brewery using the water from 

Horsebank Spring. Opened in 1795, the Lockwood Brewery passed down through his family 

and the firm of Bentley & Shaw (formed c.1843). According to some sources, Timothy Bentley 

may have been a brewer in Meltham during the short period he resided in the town.10 

Meltham Feast 

The annual Meltham Feast would have been a time when many families brewed beer and threw 

open their doors to welcome returning relatives and visitors. During the 1835 Feast, local man 

James Taylor – perhaps having indulged in one too many beers – clambered up ladders on the 

outside of the church tower with his one-year-old daughter Levina in his arms before “holding 

her in triumph on one of the east pinnacles of the tower.” One onlooker was reportedly so 

horrified by the spectacle that “he rushed into his house to escape the sight of what he believed 

inevitable — namely, the destruction of both father and child.”11 

The “drinking, swearing, gambling, racing, and all sorts of immoralities” that took place during 

the Feast led to John Charles Brook declaring that “Meltham will soon attain the proud 

distinction of being the most disreputable village in the West Riding” in 1852. 

 
8 This premises was not the Dyers Arms (later The White House), as that was situated well within the township of 

Lingards. Whilst the exact location is uncertain, the cluster of properties at O.S. grid reference SE 0800 1240 are 

the mostly likely candidates. 
9 Allen and Betty’s children seemingly returned to live in the Holmfirth area. Allen’s grandson James returned to 

Meltham where his son John Hollingworth was born. 
10 Little is known of Bentley’s short time in Meltham, see Timothy Bentley: Master Brewer of Yorkshire (1998) by 

Anthony Avis. 
11 See chapter 10 of The History of the Township of Meltham, Near Huddersfield (1866) by Rev. Joseph Hughes 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/22d7
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/998
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19TH AND EARLY 20th CENTURY 

The trade directory of 1822 shows that the Swan and Golden Fleece, run by the Garlick and 

Eastwood families respectively, were the only two inns in Meltham at that time. Both families 

were also butchers, as it was common for innkeepers to have a secondary profession. By 1830, 

the Waggon & Horses had been built on the new Lockwood & Meltham Turnpike road, which 

opened up a route through to Huddersfield, with Samuel Siddall named as the innkeeper. 

The Garlick family also owned plots of land around Meltham, having benefited from the 

enclosure of the common land (as did the Eastwoods and Siddalls)12, and were also involved 

with the local turnpike road trusts. However, James Garlick (c.1826-1863) experienced financial 

difficulties and his bankruptcy in 1848 apparently brought the family’s links to the Swan to an 

end. The previous year, Joseph Eastwood’s death appears to have ended his family’s link with 

the Golden Fleece. 

In July 1822, George Taylor, a parochial constable of Meltham, posted the following public 

notice in the press which indicates that locals may have taken advantage of the grouse shooting 

season to supply unlicensed alcohol to visitors:13 

TO INNKEEPERS & PUBLICANS. 

WHEREAS, of late Years, Innkeepers have in the Month of August erected Tents, or Booths, 

upon or near to the Moors with the Constablery of Meltham-Half, for the selling of Ale and Beer, 

and other excisable Liquors, contract to Law. 

NOTICE is therefore hereby given, That Informations will be laid against all Persons who shall 

hereafter presume to sell any Ale, Beer, or other exciseable Liquors upon or near to the said Moors 

lying within the said Constablery of Meltham-Half, without being first duly licensed for that 

Purpose. 

On Saturday 20 April 1829, the Leeds Intelligencer reported that Ellen Finn, who worked at 

Meltham Mills, had died a few hours after a drunken man named Marsh had “forcibly squeezed 

her around the waist, which caused the rupture of a vessel in her inside”.14 

The “Gin Craze” and the Beerhouse Act 

The reign of King William III (William of Orange) had popularised the drinking of gin in the 

early 1700s, leading to the so-called “gin craze”. To encourage domestic gin production and 

consumption, the government fully unlicensed the spirit whilst imposing heavy duties on 

imported alcohol such as brandy and wines from Europe. Such was the success of the 

deregulation that thousands of gin shops sprang up, particularly in cities, and this led to it 

becoming a cheap and readily-available drink for the poor. From the mid-1700s onwards, the 

Government introduced a series of Acts to try and reign in gin consumption which was 

increasingly viewed as a social evil. 

 
12 Allocations of land from the Enclosures is given in appendix IV of Orton’s The Story of Meltham. 
13 Leeds Mercury (27 July 1822). The grouse shooting season commenced locally in August. 
14 “Local Intelligence: Accident” in Leeds Intelligencer (30/Apr/1829). 
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Traditionally, ale had been regarded as a healthy and nutritious drink and, in the early 1800s, 

many in the growing temperance movement preached against spirits whilst espousing the 

benefits of moderate ale drinking. William Hogarth’s prints “Gin Lane” and “Beer Street” (both 

1751) juxtapose the social evils of gin with the merits of beer. 

 
William Hogarth’s “Gin Lane” (1751). 

Although it seems unlikely that Meltham was plagued by an abundance of gin palaces, there is 

some evidence that gin was readily available in the town and consumed by the poor. In 1839, an 

inquest was held at the Fleece Inn on the body of itinerant hawker George Taylor (aged 42) 

“whose death was occasioned by the excessive drinking of gin”.15 

 

 
15 “Inquests Before Geo. Dyson, Esq.” in Leeds Mercury (06/Apr/1839). 
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William Hogarth’s “Beer Street” (1751). 

The first three decades of the 1800s saw a decline in beer consumption, mostly due to the 

increased taxation which the government imposed to raise funds for various oversees conflicts.  

The Beerhouse Act 1830 repealed the taxes on beer and cider, and made it relatively easy to 

obtain a licence to brew and sell beer on-premises upon payment of two guineas to the 

Government.16 Controversially, the Act bypassed the pre-existing controls exercised by local 

magistrates who had previously issued licences.  

By encouraging more people to brew beer, it was hoped to increase competition between 

breweries; to encourage the drinking of beer instead of spirits; and to revitalise the domestic 

growing of crops to support the brewing process. By the mid-1830s, over 44,000 beerhouse and 

beer shop licences (the latter being for the sale of beer for consumption off-premises) had been 

issued.17 

 
16 Also known as the Beer Act 1830, it was introduced by the Tory government led by the Duke of Wellington. 
17 History of Taxation and Taxes in England (2013) by Stephen Dowell. 
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Beerhouses in Meltham 

In 1833, the cotton manufacturing firm of Jonas Brook & Brothers, Meltham Mills, was asked 

to respond to a list of questions set by the Royal Commission on Employment of Children in 

Factories.18 From their response to the final question, it would seem that a number of 

beerhouses had already been established in the Meltham area: 

We take leave to observe, that the law allowing beer shops has a most injurious effect on the 

morals of the labouring people in this neighbourhood. 

In 1837, Huddersfield magistrates issued the following regulations for the district:19 

Houses shall not be opened for the sale of beer, before the hour of six o’clock in the morning, and 

shall be closed at ten o’clock at night, except on Sundays, Good Friday, and Christmas Day; on 

which said days, the houses shall not be opened for the sale beer, before the hour of one o’clock in the 

afternoon and shall be closed between the hours of three and five in the afternoon, and be finally 

closed at nine o’clock at night. 

Members of the Brook family continued to harbour 

concerns about excessive drinking in the Meltham area, 

particularly during the annual Meltham Feast. The 

following letter written by “A Well-Wisher to the People” 

and published in the Huddersfield Chronicle in 1852 was 

actually penned by Jonas Brook’s nephew, Charles John 

Brook:20 

Last week having been Meltham feast, a good 

opportunity is afforded of calling attention, through the 

medium of your paper, to the disgraceful state of affairs 

in Meltham and the neighbourhood. No person (unless 

constantly on the spot) can form any idea of the 

amount of drinking, swearing, gambling, racing, and 

all sorts of immoralities constantly (not only during the 

feast week) but of late constantly carried on. 

It becomes the imperative duty of all who have any 

influence in the neighbourhood (however small that 

influence may be) to determine, both by their example 

and authority, to put a decided stop to such disgraceful proceedings. If not, Meltham will soon 

attain the proud distinction of being the most disreputable village in the West Riding. 

 
18 The company’s responses can be found here: huddersfield.exposed/p/1b96  
19 “The Beer Trade” in Leeds Times (30/Sep/1837). 
20 Born 12 July 1829 at Healey House, South Crosland. Baptised 18 July 1829 at Meltham. Married 1 August 1854 

to Mary Jones (1835-1919), daughter of clergyman Lewis Jones of Almondbury. Died 17 February 1857 at 

Thickhollins and buried 21 February at St. James, Meltham Mills. Christ Church at Helme was built in his 

memory by his relatives. 

Charles John Brook (1829–1857) 

(photograph courtesy of Hugh Darlington) 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/1b96
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In April 1855, Charles John Brook was appointed a parochial constable for Meltham21 and 

promptly set about trying to reduce the levels of drunkenness in the town — a struggle he 

reportedly compared to Hercules’ Fifth Task of cleaning the Augean Stables.22 The Huddersfield 

& Holmfirth Examiner reported in July 1855 that Brook had said he would gladly “give £1,000 

[...] to do away with the drunkenness of Meltham.”23 

An undated letter penned by Brook from around this time stated:24 

We have in the district of Meltham 8 licenced houses and 4 beer houses (I could stand at the church 

and throw a stone over 6 of them) and surely seeing we have had so many of such places licensed the 

least we can expect is that every support will be given to those whose duty it is to keep them orderly 

and if possible respectable. 8 licenses for a small place like Meltham can never be required on any 

shew of reason whatever. 

I am yours Gentlemen 

   Yours faithfully 

Chas. John Brook 

On Whit-Monday 1855, Brook patrolled the town visiting every premises, and found the level 

of drunkenness at the Swan Inn to be “perfectly disgusting”. One group was so inebriated that 

Brook observed that they were incapable of even lifting a beer jug to refill their glasses and an 

“old crony” offered to help them out, but ended up spilling it over the men instead. The 

landlord, Henry Gill, was found guilty of permitting drunkenness and fined 17 shillings. 

However, Brook’s zeal led to a “considerable rebuke” from Thomas P. Crosland, one of the 

magistrates at the 1855 Brewster Sessions, for making “charges without proof”, with Brook’s 

recent smashing of a window at the Kings Lifeguard inn – when he incorrectly suspected the 

landlord was permitting drinking during prohibited hours – cited as an example.25 

The first salaried police constable for the Meltham area was former Huddersfield police 

inspector Abraham Sedgwick26 who was appointed at the end of January 1856, with his salary 

reportedly being paid for by “a few able and benevolent inhabitants of the locality”.27 The 

appointment was primarily in response to a number of highway robberies that had occurred in 

the township.28 Once Sedgwick had been formally sworn in, Charles John Brook stepped down 

from his post of parochial constable.29 

 
21 “Appointment of Parochial Constables” in Huddersfield Chronicle (14 April 1855). A parochial constable was an 

unpaid elected role within a township or parish. 
22 Halifax Courier (9 June 1855). 
23 Allowing for inflation, £1,000 in 1855 would be roughly the equivalent of around £100,000 today. 
24 Letter courtesy of Hugh Darlington.  
25 “Meltham” and “Brewster Sessions” in Huddersfield & Holmfirth Examiner (25 August 1855). 
26 See Beerhouses, Brothers and Bobbies by David Taylor (published 2016), ISBN 9781862181397. The book is 

available to download for free from the University of Huddersfield Press: eprints.hud.ac.uk/30220/  
27 Most likely it was the society known as the Meltham Association for the Prosecution of Fellons who paid 

Sedgwick’s salary. Also known as the Meltham Prosecution Society, its membership included some of the Brook 

family as well as the Hirsts of Wilshaw. See huddersfield.exposed/p/43e6  
28 “Meltham: Paid Constable” in Huddersfield Chronicle (2 February 1856). 
29 “Paid Constable for Meltham” in Huddersfield Chronicle (16 February 1856). The article suggests that the Brooks 

of Meltham Mills and the Hirsts of Wilshaw were amongst those paying Sedgwick’s salary. 

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/30220/
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/43e6
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Sedgwick soon made himself busy, with successful prosecutions for public drunkenness and for 

serving alcohol during prohibited hours recorded during the following weeks. However, he 

became the target of local troublemakers who pelted him with stones during his rounds and, in 

late March, “no less than eight panes of glass were deliberately broken” at his house.30 

As with the “gin craze”, history repeated itself and the increase in beer consumption from the 

mid-1840s onwards31, together with the uncontrolled growth in the number of beerhouses 

nationally, led to a series of Parliamentary Acts to impose limits. Eventually, control over the 

licensing of beerhouses was devolved to local magistrates by the Wine & Beerhouse Act 1869. 

In the Huddersfield area, this caused the annual Brewster Sessions to be split into two separate 

sessions – one for the County Borough of Huddersfield and one for the outlying townships, 

including Meltham, known as the Upper Agbrigg Brewster Sessions. 

From 1870 onwards, local magistrates sought to close the more disreputable beerhouses – 

particularly those linked to antisocial behaviour, gambling and prostitution. By 1879, the 

Licence Register shows that only nine premises (two beerhouses and seven fully-licensed inns or 

public houses) remained in the township. The same nine were repeated in the 1897 Register: 

1. Cat Inn (beerhouse) 

2. New Inn (more commonly known as Wills o’ Nats) 

3. Railway Hotel 

4. Rose & Crown Inn 

5. Swan Inn 

6. Travellers Rest Inn (beerhouse) 

7. Victoria Hotel 

8. Waggon & Horses Inn 

9. Wood Cottage Hotel 

The stacked graph overleaf (Fig. 1) gives an indication of the number of inns and beerhouses per 

decade based on the trade directory entries for Meltham (using the directory with the highest 

number of entries per decade). After a peak in the 1840s, the number of beerhouses declined 

until, by the 1880s, just the Cat Inn and Travellers Rest Inn remained.32 However, apparently 

not all premises were listed in the directories, as there were reportedly a total of 26 inns and 

beerhouses in Meltham in the early 1840s.33 

At the district level, following the changes introduced in 1869, the local magistrates used the 

Upper Agbrigg Licensing Sessions to keep the number of fully licensed premises at a steady 

total of around 155. At the same time, they rarely allowed new beerhouses to be opened and 

sought to close down those beerhouses that regularly breached the licensing laws. By 1900, the 

number of beerhouses under their remit had been reduced by nearly 40%. 

 
30 “Meltham: Smashing Windows” in Huddersfield Chronicle (29 March 1856). 
31 According to Alcohol and the Nation (1940) by G.B. Wilson, estimated average beer consumption per person 

increased 75% from around 160 pints per year in the mid-1840s to a peak of around 280 pints by the mid-1870s. 
32 Although the Wood Cottage Hotel lay just within the southern boundary of Meltham, it does not appear in any 

of the trade directories for Meltham, hence the graph settling on 8 premises. 
33 “Victoria Temperance Hall” in Huddersfield Chronicle (15 March 1879). Anecdotally, it is sometimes claimed that 

there were once over 80 drinking establishments in Meltham, but there is no evidence to support this. 
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Fig. 1: Number of premises listed in Meltham trade directories per decade 

 

The following graph (Fig. 2) uses the figures reported for the entire Upper Agbrigg Division in 

newspaper coverage of the annual sessions, and includes averaged figures for any gaps.34 

 

Fig. 2: Number of premises in the Upper Agbrigg Division 

 

 

 
34 Some of the jumps in numbers can be explained by township boundary changes. 

2
5

7 8 7 6 6 6 6 6 6

7

11

4
3 4

2 2 2 2 2

0

5

10

15

20

1820s 1830s 1840s 1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s

inns beerhouses

0

50

100

150

200

1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900

inns beerhouses



10 
 

The increasing influence of the Temperance Movement in the late 1800s meant that it became 

ever harder for beerhouse keepers to obtain the more lucrative full “public house” licence and 

reportedly only one such licence was issued between 1840 and 1900 in Meltham. 

Farmer John Sykes of Helme unsuccessfully applied for a licence at the 1874 Upper Agbrigg 

Licence Sessions. Although the exact location of his premises was not stated, it was reportedly 

more than a mile from the New Inn (aka Wills o’ Nats). 

Meltham grocer Charlie Roberts was granted a wine and spirits off-licence at the 1884 Upper 

Agbrigg Licence Sessions.35 In 1886, permission was granted for Roberts to transfer the licence 

to a new premises at Greens End. This licence was subsequently transferred to Allen 

Hollingworth (1896) and then Edwin Schofield Mellor (1897). 

Edwin Schofield Mellor of Hollingworth Green was unsuccessful at the 1899 Sessions in his 

attempt to upgrade his wines and spirits off-licence to one that would allow the sale of bottled 

beer. His licence lapsed at the 1900 Sessions. 

At the 1903 Sessions, Lindley chemist Thomas Needham was refused an off-licence to sell wine 

at the shop he owned in Meltham Market Place. 

Further Parliamentary legislation in 1904 introduced a levy on all licences that was then used to 

compensate licence holders and landlords/breweries who chose to (or where forced to) close 

their premises. For example, the Cat Inn closed on 29 December 1938 and was awarded 

compensation of £1,473.36 

The Meltham & Meltham Mills Temperance Society 

The first Temperance Society in England was formed in Bradford by Quaker philanthropist and 

businessman Joseph Rowntree in 1830. 

At the local level, the Huddersfield Chronicle reported in November 1852 that the Meltham & 

Meltham Mills Temperance Society (formed circa 1842 at the Baptist Chapel on Mean Lane) 

was “in a flourishing condition [and were] exerting themselves to institute a Band of Hope”37: 

If the temperance cause does not flourish in the place, it certainly cannot be for lack of active 

exertions on the part of the members.38 

Newspaper reports indicate that their lectures on the benefits of sobriety, usually held at the 

National School Rooms, the Oddfellows Hall or in the town’s Market Place, were well 

attended. 

 

 
35 The owner of the premises was carrier and cab proprietor William Pickles (born circa 1820) who was residing 

next door to the Railway Hotel at the time of the 1891 Census. 
36 Typically the owner of the property received the majority of the compensation, with the licensee receiving 

around 10%. 
37 Now known as “Hope UK“, the charity promotes the dangers of drugs and alcohol to children and young 

people. The first Band of Hope was founded in Leeds by Baptist minister Rev. Jabez Tunnicliff.   
38 “Meltham: Temperance Society” in Huddersfield Chronicle (11 December 1852) 

http://www.hopeuk.org/
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At the society’s 1870 annual temperance festival, the Rev. George Hough of South Crosland 

preached two sermons in which he…39 

…set forth, in clear, forcible, and unmistakable language, the evils which resulted from the taking 

of intoxicating liquors; and, although he would not say that the Bible actually prohibited their 

moderate use, yet, as it was perfectly clear that medical science had proved that persons could live 

quite as well and better by abstaining from the use of them altogether. 

In March 1879, William Moseley of Meltham gave a speech at the opening of the Victoria 

Temperance Hall in Huddersfield, which was reported in the local press:40 

[Moseley] had been a teetotaler 29 years [...] and explained that though he never spent 6d. on 

intoxicating liquors of his own money, yet seeing the waste, misery, and sin that was occasioned 

by intemperance, joined the temperance society as a Christian duty. He related how that though 

when the Meltham Temperance Society began there were 26 public-houses and beershops [in 

Meltham] to 2,000 or 3,000 inhabitants, there were now only nine of them to a population of 

5,000, and they had half a dozen bands of hope in the town. 

There is no reason to doubt that Moseley’s claim there were 26 licensed premises in Meltham in 

the early 1840s is an accurate figure and this broadly tallies with the list of known premises 

detailed in the next section. 

  

 
39 “Meltham: Temperance Festival” in Huddersfield Chronicle (1 January 1870). 
40 “Victoria Temperance Hall” in Huddersfield Chronicle (15 March 1879). The spelling “Moseley” was used in the 

newspaper article, but this was probably William Mosley (1826-1909?) who was a woollen spinner residing at 

Lower Owler Bars at the time. Mosley is also recorded in the Huddersfield Chronicle as being one of the town’s 

lamplighters. 
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LICENSED PREMISES IN MELTHAM 

The following is believed to be a transcription of a local newspaper article that was published 

prior to 1950, although the source has yet to be identified:41 

MELTHAM 100 YEARS AGO 

The young folk of the present day will be rather surprised at the long list of beerhouses which then 

existed, and the clean sweep which has been made of many of them. Beginning at Meltham Mills 

there was the ANTWERP at David Buildings; THE LIFEGUARD at Higher Bent Ley; 

JIMMY JOHNSON at Acre Side; SMITH’S at Thickhollins; THE LOOSE PULLEY at Bank 

Buildings; THE BROWN COW on Bower Hill; THE BLACK HORSE where the N.F.S. rooms 

are; THE WAGGON and HORSES; THE CHERRY where Wallace’s shop now stands; THE 

ROSE and CROWN Market Place; THE SWAN Market Place; another at the shop occupied by 

Mr. Charles Taylor, watchmaker; THE VICTORIA at the bottom of New Road; THE 

SKYLARK in Wessenden Head Road; THE O’ COT now called Wentworth House; THE 

BELL Greens End; TH ‘OWD PIG in Etherd Fold; THE CAT INN, THE KITTEN INN 

where the Methodist now stands; THE FLEECE now called VICTORIA HOTEL; THE BOG 

and RAT in Brighouse Fold; another in Slaithwaite Road; THE TRAVELLERS REST 

Meltham Moor; THE LAMB INN Holthead; WILL’S O NATS and Hy. Frances at 

Blackmoorfoot; BLACK GOOSE at Spark Green; THE STIFF SHACKLE kept by Nancy 

Knight in Stove Row, Greens End; DOB HOILE at Greenside; THE RAILWAY HOTEL has 

since been rebuilt; LUCKY kept by owd Walt the late town’s pinder, an amusing incident is still 

remembered in connection with this place:—  

A few Meltham worthies once called to taste Owd Walts brew, and after a while they asked what 

the ‘shot’ was. Walt remarked in his usual quaint style “The barrel were full when yo started, aw 

doant known what yoan had, but aw can tell yo’ when its empty.” 

So that finishes the list, bringing the total to 31; there are now about 8 or 9. 

The watchmaker named in the article is Charles Albert Taylor (1862-1949) who is listed in the 

1939 Register as a watchmaker and jeweller of 18 Wessenden Head Road. Therefore, the article 

must predate his death in 1949. 

The list omits the New Inn beerhouse on Mill Moor Road which opened in the 1860s, however 

this was located in the same property as the earlier beerhouse known as The Kitten. 

Richard Orton presumably used a copy of the article to compile his list of 28 premises which is 

included as Appendix VI of The Story of Meltham (1977), although his list introduces some errors 

and omissions.  

The list has also been annotated by other Meltham historians (including Ken Oldfield), 

although several of the beerhouses named do not appear in available Licence Registers or in 

contemporary newspaper reports accessible via online archives. 

 
41 In July 2020, an earlier transcription entitled “Meltham – 50 Years Ago” was shared online and this is 

reproduced at the end of this document. Although also undated, it was written prior to 1907. 
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Richard Orton’s list is reproduced below: 

Name Place 

1. The Antwerp David Buildings, Meltham Mills 

2. The Life Guard Higher Bent Ley 

3. Jenny Johnson’s Acre Side 

4. Smith’s Thick Hollins 

5. The Loose Pulley Bank Buildings 

6. The Brown Cow Bower Hill 

7. The Black Horse 

8. The Waggon and Horses 

9. The Cherry Tree   

10. The Rose and Crown Market Place 

11. The Swan Market Place 

12. The Victoria at the bottom of Wessenden Head Row 

13. The Skylark 

14. Th’ O’ Cot at Wentworth House 

15. The Bell 

16. Th’ Owd Pig Etherd Fold 

17. The Cat Inn 

18. The Kitten Wesleyan Chapel 

19. The Fleece (Victoria Hotel) 

20. The Bog and Rat Brighouse Fold 

21. The Traveller’s Rest Meltham Moor 

22. The Lamb Inn Holthead 

23. Wills O’ Nats and Henry Francis42 Blackmoorfoot 

24. The Black Goose Spark Green 

25. Lucky 

26. The Stiff Shackle Greensend 

27. Bob Hoile Greenside 

28. The Railways Hotel 

 

The subsequent entries use the same numbering as Orton’s list, followed by these two additions: 

29. Duke of Edinburgh (later Wood Cottage Hotel), Harden 

30. Bridley Brook, Holt Head 

 

The New Inn on Mill Moor Road is discussed in the entry for The Kitten. 

  

 
42 This is a reference to Henry France who ran the Travellers Inn which once stood at the junction of 

Blackmoorfoot Road and Black Lane. This location was in the Township of South Crosland rather than the 

Township of Meltham. 
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1. Antwerp (Meltham Mills) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 1084 1079 

Reportedly situated at David Buildings, Meltham Mills, and presumably a beerhouse since it is 

not listed as an inn in the local trade directories. 

The general location on the 1854 O.S. map is given below:43 

 

Pigot’s 1834 lists two “retailers of beer” at Meltham Mills — George Mellor and Joseph 

Bastow. As Bastow is linked to the King’s Life Guard, it could be that Mellor (named as a 

stone mason in the 1841 Census) kept the Antwerp.44 

This may also have been the brewery which, according to Hidden Depths: Meltham Mills Reservoir 

compiled by Alan Laurie45, supplied beer to the nearby shop on Shady Row established by the 

Meltham Mills Provident Co-operative Trading Society in 1827. 

 

  

  

 
43 It should be noted that if this was indeed the location, then technically it was just outside of the Meltham 

township boundary and was instead within the Township of Honley. 
44 The choice of name for the beerhouse is unusual and there are no other known premises named the Antwerp in 

the Huddersfield area. 
45 Published privately circa 2004 and available to loan from Kirklees Libraries or read at Meltham Library. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10841079
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2. Kings Life Guard / Life Guardsman (Bent Ley) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1083 1091 

 

The premises is believed to have been opened as a beerhouse by shoemaker and “proprietor of 

houses” Joseph Bastow in the early 1830s before becoming fully licensed by 1841. 

Bastow was presumably responsible for the building of the properties adjoining the inn as these 

are named “Bastow’s Buildings” in the 1861 Census. 

At the 1855 Brewster Sessions, Charles John Brook — a parochial constable of Meltham “who 

has made himself very notorious in the locality where he resides, for his amiable desire to put 

down all immorality” — was rebuked for making charges without proof in relation to Bastow’s 

inn (see page 6). 

The Huddersfield Examiner recounted that in August 1855 Brook had called late one night at the 

Kings Life Guard Inn at Meltham Mills and found it closed. Suspecting that the landlord might 

be harbouring drinkers inside, he knocked on the door with his staff and heard the landlord call 

out “Who’s there?” Brook did not reply and the landlord did not come to open the door. His 

suspicions seemingly confirmed, Brook then smashed one of the inn's windows. This had the 

desired effect of bringing the landlord out “to see who it was that was storming his castle”. 

Having then gained entry, the constable found the premises was empty and he “had to retire 

convinced that there was no case [to answer]”.46 

The premises was advertised in October 1855: 

TO be LET, and may be entered to immediately, the well-known and frequented public house 

called the LIFE GUARDSMAN INN, situated at Meltham Mills, together with the Brewhouse, 

stabling for six horses, and other out buildings ; also a well-stocked garden. Valuation low. 

 

 
46 According to one newspaper report, Brook paid for the broken window to be replaced. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10831091
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Other known licensees include Francis Reynard (1851 Census), Joseph Crossley (by 1854), 

Joseph Bastow’s widow Martha (by 1857) until her death in 1864, and then her son-in-law 

Richard Wheatley Hirst. The premises was still open in 1868, but is believed to have closed 

prior to the 1871 Census.47 By then, Richard Wheatley Hirst was the landlord of the 

Fitzwilliam Hotel in Huddersfield. 

  

  

 
47 The premises is not listed in the 1870 trade directory. It is uncertain if the current property on the site was the inn 

or if it was built there following the inn’s closure. 
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3. Friendship Inn / Jimmy Johnson’s (Acre Side Road) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1075 1053 

 

The Friendship Inn was opened in the early 1830s by James Johnson and was known locally by 

the nickname Jimmy Johnson’s. 

The inn’s name was used for the Loyal “Friendship” Lodge (No. 1207) of the Independent 

Order of Oddfellows (Manchester Unity), which was formed in 1837 at Meltham Mills and met 

at the premises. Both William Leigh Brook and his brother Charles (of the firm Jonas Brook & 

Brothers) were linked to the Lodge, as was J.W. Carlile48 who presided over the Lodge’s 1858 

dinner. 

Other friendly societies met at the inn, including Lodge No. 3 of the Ancient Order of 

Druidesses and a local Court of the Ancient Foresters.49 

After James’ death in 1869, his widow Frances (also known as Fanny) became the licensee. 

However, by the time of the 1871 Census, she had become the innkeeper of the Fleece Inn (now 

Golden Fleece) situated on the Huddersfield & Woodhead Turnpike road (now Woodhead 

Road) between Berry Brow and Honley. 

The premises is believed to have closed prior to the 1871 Census, following Frances’ move away 

from Meltham Mills. The census of that year lists no licensed premises on Acre Lane. 

 
48 James William Carlile (1823-1909) is perhaps best known for endowing the Carlile Institute in Meltham. 
49 Friendly societies and savings clubs, who usually offered a basic form of life and health insurance to their 

members, often met at public houses and it wasn’t uncommon for the founding member to be the licensee. The use 

of the suffix “Arms” in the name of a premises sometimes suggests a link to a specific friendly society — e.g. 

Druids Arms (Lockwood), Foresters Arms (Honley), Gardeners Arms (Marsden), Oddfellows Arms (Austonley), 

and Shepherds Arms (Holme) — or perhaps an occupation-based savings club — e.g. Boiler Makers Arms, 

Clothiers Arms, Slubbers Arms, Sweeps Arms (all Huddersfield) and Croppers Arms (Marsh). In other instances, 

“Arms” usually refers to a coat of arms and perhaps specifically to the land owner, e.g. Armitage Arms 

(Milnsbridge), Beaumont Arms (South Crosland), Kayes Arms (Whitley Upper), and Ramsdens Arms 

(Huddersfield). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10751053
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/8
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/13
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/2739
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/171f
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/2730
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/d22
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/1bf3
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/1bbd
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/42a2
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/cae
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/22f5
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/2745
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/ee0
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4. Smiths / Oddfellows Arms? (Thick Hollins) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1073 1015 

Reportedly situated at what is now 19 Thick Hollins, indicated below on the 1854 O.S. map: 

 

The 1841 Census includes an entry for William Hirst (aged 45) of Thick Hollins which appears 

to give his occupation as “brewer”. 

By 1848, beer seller and farmer John Hinchliff (aged 49) was the keeper of the Oddfellows 

Arms beerhouse at Thick Hollins. The name implies the premises was linked to one of the local 

lodges of the Oddfellows, although no newspaper reports have been found to confirm this.50 

Together with the adjoining property, it was granted a Grade II listed status in January 1984: 

Two weaver's houses, part of row. Early C18 origin to No. 19, predominantly early to mid C19. 

Hammer dressed stone. Quoins to ground and first floor of No. 19. Stone slate roof with two 

ashlar stacks and one brick stack. No. 19 has one four-light double chamfered window with two 

mullions removed and C18 doorway to ground floor. One three-light window to first floor and one 

four-light to second floor. No. 21 has central doorway with three-light window to each side, partly 

covered by recent porch. Two three-light windows to first floor, and a former ten-light window to 

second floor, now with centre three lights blocked. 

 

  

 
50 Two Oddfellows’ lodges are known to have existed in the Meltham area, both linked to the Independent Order of 

Oddfellows (Manchester Unity). Firstly the Loyal “New Year“ Lodge (No. 230), reportedly formed on 1 Jan 1827 

at Holthead, who were responsible for the building of the Oddfellows' Hall in Meltham in 1851 and are known to 

have met at the Swan and Golden Fleece. Secondly, the Loyal “Friendship“ Lodge (No. 1207) formed in 1837 at 

Meltham Mills, who met at the Friendship Inn on Acre Lane. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10731015
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/23c3
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/227f
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/2680
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5. Loose Pulley (Mill Bank Road) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1045 1029 

The most likely entries found during research were for widow Betty Walshaw (née Taylor) who 

was named as a beer shop keeper of Mill Bank when she married blacksmith Charles Graham in 

December 1839. Pigot’s 1841 directory named Charles as a beer retailer of Bank.51 Betty died in 

1844 and Charles soon moved to Sheffield, leaving his young daughters behind in Meltham. He 

had returned to Meltham by 1871 and died a few years later in a workhouse. 

However, if Betty and Charles were indeed the licensees of the Loose Pulley beerhouse, it could 

not have been located in the current row of properties known as Bank Buildings, which were 

built in 1857-8 for Charles Brook (1814-1872) to designs drawn up by architect Charles Pigott 

Pritchett52 of New North Road, Huddersfield. This contradiction may be resolved by the fact 

that the 1841 Census indicates the couple lived in a property that once stood on the site where 

the Bank Buildings would later be built, as show below on the 1854 O.S. map.53 

 

Given the Brook family’s negative views about beerhouses, it would seem unusual for them to 

have allowed a beerhouse to have opened in the newly built row of properties and no references 

to the Loose Pulley were found in newspaper articles. Nor do any census records suggest that a 

beerhouse or beer shop existed in the row. 

The 1861 and 1871 Censuses record grocer John Dyson residing at Bank Buildings. In 1871, 

John’s son Samuel married Elizabeth Ann Oldfield, the stepdaughter of innkeeper James 

Johnson of the nearby Friendship Inn. It is uncertain if Dyson ran a grocery store from his 

house but no evidence was found to suggest he held a licence to sell alcohol. 

 
51 As was the norm at the time, if a widow was a licensee, the licence would pass to her husband if she remarried. 
52 Charles Pigott Pritchett (1818-1891) was the son of architect James Pigott Pritchett (1789-1868) who was 

responsible for designing the churches of St. James (Meltham Mills) and Christ (Helme), but is perhaps best well-

known locally for the impressive facade of Huddersfield Railway Station and the Lion Arcade situated opposite. 
53 The Yorkshire 260 O.S. map is available on the NLS web site. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10451029
file:///C:/Users/dave/Google%20Drive/local%20history/beerhouses%20-%20Meltham/maps.nls.uk/view/102345091
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Whilst very unusual, at least one other beerhouse in the West Riding of Yorkshire is known to 

have used the same name. Once situated north of Halifax on Cold Edge Road, Oxenhope 

Moor, the Delver’s Arms54 – also known as the Loose Pulley – served the workers of the stone 

quarry situated on the other side of the road. The name perhaps suggests a link to the pulleys 

and chains used by the delvers to lift large blocks of stone. 

As there are no quarries on Mill Bank Road, the name is more likely a reference to a method of 

powering machinery in mills and factories. A main rotating shaft would be connected to the 

machinery using a system of pulleys and leather belts. The “loose pulley” (also known as the 

“idler”) allowed an individual machine to be stopped whilst the main shaft was still rotating. 

Therefore, the name might be a nod to the fact that mill workers would have to use the loose 

pulley before ending their shift and going for a pint. 

 

 
section from “Treatise on Mills and Millwork” by William Fairbairn,  

first published in the 1860s (Internet Archive) 

 

  

 
54 O.S. grid reference SE 0341 3197. 

https://archive.org/stream/treatiseonmills03fairgoog#page/n111/mode/2up
https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE03413197
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6. Brown Cow (Bower Hill) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 1016 1066 

A beerhouse reportedly situated nearly opposite the Black Horse.55  

The approximate location on the 1854 O.S. map is shown below although it is not known 

exactly which property the beerhouse was situated in and the site is now mostly modern 

residential properties: 

 

Landlord Sampson Knight was charged with allowing gambling on the premises in April 1871 

and fined 20s plus costs. Sampson was listed as being a “beerhouse keeper” of Upper Fold in 

the 1871 Census and was previously linked to the Golden Fleece (circa 1857) and the 

Shepherds Inn (White’s 1858/9). His brother, Joseph Knight, was the landlord of the Swan Inn 

in the late 1860s and early 1870s. 

Sampson died in November 1876 aged 51. 

The premises is not listed in the 1879 Licence Register, so had closed prior to then. 

  

  

 
55 Although the date the beerhouse opened is not known, it must have been prior to the 1869 changes in the 

beerhouse licensing laws. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10161066
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7. Black Horse (Town Bottom) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1014 1068 

Reportedly situated at Town Bottom, Meltham, on the other side of the road from the Brown 

Cow. 

 

The property was later a butcher’s shop run by Tom Haigh (c.1854-1910) but was subsequently 

demolished and is now the site of a small memorial garden. 

In the photograph below, the buildings shaded in blue are those that once stood on what is now 

the site of the memorial garden. 

 
Image courtesy of the Kirklees Image Archive (ref k003223) 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10141068
http://www.kirkleesimages.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;k003223&action=zoom
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8. Waggon & Horses (Town Gate) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1004 1061 

This inn was opened prior to 1830, with 

Samuel Siddall named as the innkeeper in the 

trade directory of that year. The inn’s location 

took advantage of the recently completed 

Lockwood & Meltham Turnpike which had 

opened up a direct route from Meltham to 

Huddersfield. 

Following Samuel’s death in 1833, his younger 

brother Jonas took over although he died a few 

years later and his widow Charlotte then 

became the licensee. She then married clothier 

Benjamin Armitage of Helme in January 1839 

– a noteworthy marriage as it was the first ever 

to be performed at St. Bartholomew’s church.56 

Benjamin was succeeded by George Kenworthy (formerly a beer retailer of Hey) in 1842. By 

September 1844, John Siddall Bannister was named as the landlord in a newspaper article.57 

At the time of the 1851 Census, grocer James Redfearn was named as the victualler of the inn, 

with his son Reuben (a local butcher) taking over by 1854. James’ daughter Eliza had married 

John Bray who was the innkeeper of the neighbouring Rose & Crown. 

By 1857, Timothy Bamforth was named as the licensee, with the licence reverting to the Siddall 

family in July of that year. 

The premises was advertised to let in May 1857: 

TO be LET, with immediate possession, the well-known PUBLIC HOUSE, called the “Waggon 

and Horses Inn,” in Meltham. Rent and valuation moderate. Apply to Mr. John Siddall, 

Meltham. 

The licence was transferred to John Green of Austonley on 6 February 1858. 

With the deaths of Samuel and Jonas, their surviving brother John Siddall had become the 

owner of the inn. After his death, the terms of Samuel’s will meant that ownership passed to 

three of his nephews in equal shares: John Siddall (son of Jonas), John Siddall Bannister and his 

brother George Bannister. 

 

 
56 “Marriages” in Leeds Times (19 January 1839). The bride and groom presented the Rev. Joseph Hughes “with a 

very handsome Bible”. 
57 “Huddersfield: Petty Sessions” in Leeds Times (21 September 1844). 

Leeds Intelligencer (23 October 1830) 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10041061
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George had left for America by the early 1850s – possibly after a criminal conviction – and 

unfortunately the other two had no means of contacting him. In his absence, they granted a 

seven year lease of the inn to brewer Abraham Knight58 on 1 April 1874 at an annual rent of 

£36. A few months later, John (son of Jonas) died and left his one-third share to be split 

between his father-in-law Benjamin Armitage and his half-sister Sarah Armitage (c.1839-?). 

George Siddall returned unexpectedly from America in early 1875 and claimed his one-third of 

the property, but strongly objected to the others having leased the entirety of the inn to 

Abraham Knight in his absence. Rather than take his £12 share of the annual rental income, he 

instead placed his one-third inheritance up for auction in June 1875 where it was purchased by 

Alexander Walker for £600. George then returned to his wife Sarah and children in America 

where he died in 1901.59 

Perhaps unimpressed that his investment would only bring him a meagre return of £12 per year, 

Walker began legal proceedings against John Siddall Bannister, Benjamin Armitage and his 

daughter Sarah, in an attempt to force them to sell the inn and then divide the profits according 

to their respective shares. In return, the other parties argued that the inn should instead be 

partitioned so that Walker could take possession of one-third “in such a manner as to cause the 

least annoyance to Abraham Knight”. A further complicating factor was that Knight had spent 

around £100 on improvements to the inn. 

The outcome of the case was that the High Court decreed60 that the inn should be placed up for 

sale.61 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION (pursuant to an order of the High Court of Justices, Chancery 

Division [...] All that Valuable Stone-built FREEHOLD PUBLIC-HOUSE, known by the name 

of the Waggon and Horses Inn, situate at Meltham, in the Parish of Almondbury, the county of 

York, with the three-stalled Stable and Hayloft over same, and other Outbuildings thereto 

belonging, in the occupation of the said Henry Hirst. 

The House contains the following cellars and rooms, viz:— Two ale and one spirit, and one coal 

cellars, spirit vaults, 19ft. by 16ft. 10in., with fire range therein ; back parlour, 15ft. by 15ft., with 

fire range ; taproom, 19ft. 4in. by 20ft. 6in., with broad passage dividing ; the spirit vault, 

taproom, and kitchen snug, 12ft. 2in. by 11ft. 3in., with fire range ; kitchen, and large clubroom, 

attic over the bed and clubrooms, 52ft. by 41ft with thacklights.  

The frontage of the house to the main street is 58ft. 8in. in length, and 42ft. 3in. in breadth. 

To brewers, capitalists, and others this is a favourable opportunity for investment, as the house is 

centrally situated, of nearly 60 years standing, does a good business, and is in one of the most 

improving suburbs in the neighbourhood of Huddersfield. 

 
58 Most likely locomotive engine driver and coal merchant Abraham Knight (c.1820-?) who had become a brewer at 

Lascelles Hall, Lepton, by the 1870s. Licence Registers name him as the owner of the Ivy Green (Moldgreen), 

Morning Star (Upperhead Row, Huddersfield) and Kings Head (Manchester Street, Huddersfield). 
59 George Bannister was buried at Eastwood Cemetery, Worcester County, Massachusetts. See Find a Grave. 
60 “Meltham Chancery Suit” in Huddersfield Chronicle (16 & 23 June 1877). 
61 Huddersfield Chronicle (18 August 1877) 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/133959531
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The premises was likely acquired at the auction by Lockwood brewery Bentley & Shaw Ltd. 

(who are listed as the owners in the 1879 Licence Register). In the 20th century, ownership 

passed to Hammonds of Bradford (1960s) and to Bass Ltd. (1970s). 

The other recorded licensees of the premises include Timothy Bamforth (by 1857), David 

Cairns (by 1861), Thomas Shaw (by 1870), Henry Hirst (by 1877), Schofield Booth (1891), 

Percival Radcliffe (1913), Sarah Elizabeth Radcliffe (1921), Fred Bottomley (1930), Lewis 

Mosley (1934) and Harold Cadwell (1942). 
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9. Cherry Tree (Town Gate) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1000 1062 

A beerhouse reportedly situated on Town Gate at what is now 19 Huddersfield Road (as of 

2017, occupied by Country Flowers). 

Prior to the First World War, the frontages of the two buildings that are now 17 and 19 

Huddersfield Road were set back several feet from the neighbouring properties. 

 

This may be the premises listed in the 1851 Census as the residence of agricultural labourer and 

beer seller John Knight (aged 58) of Town Street (North Side) who was subsequently named as 

the licensee of the Shepherds Inn by 1854. 

  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10001062
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10. Rose & Crown (Market Place) 

O.S. grid ref SE 1002 1060 

Opened as a fully-licensed premises by 1840, the first innkeeper is believed to have been master 

butcher and farmer John Bray, whose father-in-law James Redfearn was the innkeeper of the 

neighbouring Waggon & Horses. According to one newspaper report, it was also known as 

Bray’s o’ Meltham.62 

In August 1848, Bray’s 68-year-old mother was visiting from Golcar when she slipped on the 

cellar steps and “her head was severely cut and bruised”. Sadly, she died within a few minutes 

of the accident.63 

Auctions were frequently held at the inn. On 6 July 1853, 17 lots “of most eligible freehold 

building-land” on the south side of Mill Bank Road were auctioned and most likely purchased 

by Charles Brook of Meltham Mills. The land was used for his Bank Buildings, designed by 

Huddersfield architect Charles Pigott Pritchett (1818-1891). It is believed that the Loose Pulley 

beerhouse was previously situated on the land. 

The first sod of the Meltham Branch Line was cut near Folly Dolly Falls in April 1864 by 

Charles Brook of Meltham Hall. After the ceremony ended, “between 20 and 30 gentlemen 

proceeded to the house of Mr. John Bray, the Rose and Crown Inn, where they sat down to a 

first-class dinner.”64 

In late June 1864, a one-mile trotting match between one of John Bray’s horses and one 

belonging to brewer Seth Senior of Shepley was held at Thongsbridge. Despite Bray’s horse 

having the most favourable odds, Senior’s won by “about half a length”.65 

Following John’s death in 1868, his son George Henry Bray became the licensee until his death 

in February 1878. Lockwood mechanic Lister Green Walker then took over the licence for just 

over a year before it passed to George Henry’s brother Alfred in October 1879. 

Subsequent recorded transfers include James Hampshire (1888), Adam Hoyle (1891), Sarah 

Hoyle (1901), John Clayton Brook (1902), Rhoda Brook (1913), Harry Brooke (1925), John 

Creaser (1935), Thomas Haigh (1938) and Lawrence Haigh (1948). 

By 1879, the premises was owned by Seth Senior & Sons Ltd. of Highfield Brewery, Shepley. In 

the 20th century, ownership passed to Fountain Brewery of Bradford (1940s) and to Bass Ltd. 

(1970s). 

According to pub historian Dave Green, the premises “closed in March 2005 and [was] 

converted into a shop with private dwellings above”. Until recently, the commercial part of the 

property was a Lloyds Pharmacy. 

 
62 “Honley: A Man Found” in Huddersfield Chronicle (30 November 1850). 
63 “Holmfirth: Fatal Accident” in Leeds Times (2 September 1848). 
64 “Meltham: Cutting the First Sod of the Railway“ in Huddersfield Chronicle (9 April 1864). 
65 Huddersfield Chronicle (2 July 1864) 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10021060
https://huddersfield.exposed/p/4c
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11. Shoulder of Mutton / Swan Inn (Market Place) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0997 1059 

Parish records from the 1730s and 1740s name butcher James Garlick as an innkeeper of 

Meltham, although he seemingly died at a relatively young age (his last child being baptised in 

1745). Although there are no records from the 1700s which confirm this beyond doubt, it is 

believed he kept the Shoulder of Mutton, which was a common name for an inn run by a 

butcher. 

By the 1760s, James’ son James was named as a brewer and butcher of Meltham. The sons of 

this James include John and James, the latter being the James Garlick who is mentioned in the 

Rev. Hughes’ book The History of the Township of Meltham (1866). 

An advertisement for an auction of land in 1785 named Anthony Garlick as an innkeeper of 

Meltham.66 

The 1803 Licence Register records 

butcher John Garlick as the innkeeper 

of the Shoulder of Mutton. However, 

by 1817, newspaper articles give the 

name of the inn as being the Swan. 

Although we can only speculate as to 

why John decided to change the inn’s 

name, it may have been due to 

concerns about the existence of the 

Shoulder of Mutton Inn at 

Lockwood (also named in the 1803 

Register), situated on the proposed 

Lockwood to Meltham Turnpike 

road. Both John and his brother 

James are named as trustees of the 

Turnpike Trust. 

The Garlick family may also have helped influence the route of the Meltham & Wessenden 

Head Turnpike road (built 1825, but initially proposed in 1818 as part of the local Enclosures) 

to ensure that it began alongside the Swan. The Garlick family owned land behind the inn and 

were later able to sell this as ten separate building plots facing onto the new turnpike road (often 

referred to as the “New Road” but now Wessenden Head Road). 

John married Nancy Kinder in 1786 and two of their sons, John and Jonas (1803-1867), 

survived into adulthood, with John following in his father’s footsteps as a butcher and 

innkeeper of the Swan, whilst Jonas became a cloth manufacturer. At some point John (senior) 

retired and spent his final years living as a widower with his son Jonas. 

 
66 “To be Lett or Sold” in Leeds Intelligencer (10 May 1785). No genealogical records were found for Anthony 

Garlick during research, so his link to the family remains uncertain. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09971059
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John (junior) married Martha Taylor in 1840 and the 1841 Census for the Swan implies that 

Jonas’ son James (i.e. John’s nephew) was serving an apprenticeship as a butcher. 

In 1843, John (junior) was assaulted by Matthew Waterhouse, who resided at the Cat Inn and 

who was the cousin of its licensee John Waterhouse. Matthew was convicted and spent a 

month at the Wakefield House of Correction. 

The Garlick family’s links to the inn appear to have ended in 1846. In March of that year, the 

premises was advertised for let: 

TO BE LET, and may be entered to on or before the First May next, all that old-established and 

well-accustomed INN, known by the sign of the SWAN, with the Barn, Stable, Outbuildings, and 

Conveniences occupied therewith, situated in the centre of the Village of Meltham ; together with 

nearly Six Acres of Grass Land, in a high state of Cultivation near thereto. The situation is 

decidedly the best in Meltham, and presents a favourable Opportunity to an active and respectable 

Tenant, who by proper Attention would command a good general Business. The Fixtures and 

Tenant Right in Land to be valued. Mr. John Garlick, the present Occupier, will show the 

Premises ; and for Rent and other Particulars, apply to Mr. Kidd, Solicitor, Holmfirth. 

In July 1846, the licence was transferred67 to Nathaniel Dyson. Three months later, John 

Garlick was declared an “insolvent debtor”. Although he continued to work as a butcher, a 

court case in 185468 makes it apparent that he spent his final years living in a small (possibly just 

one-roomed) house on Golcar Brow with his wife Martha. 

Jonas Garlick’s sons John and James worked locally as butchers, although James later moved 

to Dewsbury following his marriage in 1852. 

To return to the Swan, Nathaniel Dyson died aged only 31 a few months after taking over the 

premises and the licence passed to his widow Sarah (a distant cousin of the Redfearns who were 

licensees of the Waggon & Horses in the 1850s) in January 1847. George Dyson was the 

landlord by December 1848 with the licence transferred to local omnibus proprietor John 

Hodgson by February 1851, and then to Henry Gill by April 1853. 

The estate of the late James Garlick (c.1767-1849) was placed up for auction on 8 December 

1852.69 

The Huddersfield Chronicle reported in August 1852 about the meeting of two brothers (John and 

James Woodhead) and their cousin (Thomas Woodhead) at the Swan for the purpose of 

“having a little chat about ‘old times,’ over a ‘pint o’ ale.’”. Their combined ages came to 246 

years, with John (aged 77) reportedly still walking from Meltham to Dungeon Mills (near 

Lockwood) every day to work as a cloth dresser. 

 
67 Leeds Intelligencer (11 July 1846). 
68 “Yorkshire Spring Assizes: Garlick v. Broadhead” in Huddersfield Chronicle (18 March 1854). 
69 “Sales by Auction” in Huddersfield Chronicle (4 December 1852). Split up into 17 lots, it contained building land 

on Wessenden Head Road, Cown Lands (aka Calmlands) and Roods Lane, farm buildings, a dye house at Owlers 

Bar, and properties at Pickhill Brow, Brighouse and Gledholt. 
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By March 1860, the landlord was Joseph Green and, by January 1863, it was John 

Hollingworth and his wife Alice. The landlord from circa 1866 to 1877 was Joseph Knight, 

whose father had been the licensee of the Shepherds Inn and whose brother Sampson had been 

the keeper of the Brown Cow beerhouse. Joseph later became the landlord of the George Hotel 

at Heckmondwike but committed suicide there in June 1886 (“he had been depressed through 

bad health”). 

Later licence transfers include: John C. Teale (c.1877) [a former architect and surveyor from 

Wooldale], Charles William Hirst (1883) [previously the landlord of the Railway Hotel], Mary 

Elizabeth Hirst (1896), Bland Brook (1916), John William Robinson (1925), Herbert Haigh 

(1928), Albert Dyson (1932), Mary Dyson (1934), Hildred Platts (1934), Lawrence Hirst (1939), 

William Henry Carter (1944), Timothy Hanrahan (1954), Henry Cross (1955), Louie Cross 

(1956), Harry Fielding Rushworth (1963), James Hudson (1964), and George Horner (1965). 

Ownership of the premises in the 20th century passed from Seth Senior & Sons Ltd. of Shepley, 

to Fountain Brewery of Bradford, and to Bass Ltd. by the 1970s.  
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12. Victoria (Lane Dike) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 0998 1055 

A beerhouse which presumably closed prior to the refurbished Golden Fleece re-opening as the 

Victoria Hotel in the mid to late 1860s. 

The premises was reportedly situated at Lane Dike, in what later became the car park of the 

(now closed) Lloyds Bank branch, accessed from Wessenden Head Road. Ordnance Survey 

maps indicate that the property was probably demolished between 1965 and the late 1970s. 

 

Corn dealer and grocer Josiah Moorhouse was recorded as living in the vicinity in the 1851 

Census. He is named as a retailer of beer in the Post Office Directory of 1857 and in White’s 

1858/9, so may have been the licensee of the Victoria beerhouse. 

By 1861, an area in the vicinity of where the beerhouse is believed to have stood was referred to 

as “Vic Fold” in the Census, however none of the residents were recorded as beer sellers. By 

this time, Josiah Moorhouse had moved to the Shoulder of Mutton at Chain, Marsden. 

It is worth noting that there is an erroneous reference to the Victoria Inn in the Huddersfield 

Chronicle (3 Sep 1864) which states that it was kept by George Crossley and situated at Meltham 

Moor. The location of the inn was corrected the following week to Mirfield Moor. 

  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09981055
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13. William IV / Shepherds Inn / Skylark (Wessenden Head) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0978 1033 

This premises reportedly opened in the late 1830s (certainly by 1838) although it was initially 

called the William IV with the licensee named as James Taylor. 

The passage of the Beerhouse Act of 1830 during his reign led to a large number of premises 

being named after the monarch, particularly following his death in June 1837.70 Although the 

king had little to do with the introduction of the Act, which also repealed earlier high taxes on 

beer and cider, he was nevertheless immortalised in this popular drinking song:71 

Come, neighbours all, both great and small, 

Perform your duties here, 

And loudly sing Live Billy our King, 

For bating the tax upon beer. 

Clothier and farmer Taylor was recorded as residing at Lanebottom, Meltham, at the baptism of 

his son William Woodhead Taylor in June 1820. The parish register entry for his daughter’s 

marriage in 1838 gives his occupation as an “innkeeper”. By the time of the 1851 Census, he 

was living with his daughter Ann and her husband at Snape Farm, Harden Hill. 

The premises was advertised for auction on 17 January 1842:72 

ALL that well-accustomed INN or PUBLIC-HOUSE, with the Bard, Stable, Cow House, Yard, 

and Outbuildings thereto belonging, situate at Meltham aforesaid, now in the Occupation of Mr. 

James Taylor. 

Together with about 2A. 2R. 8P. of excellent LAND, situate at Brackenhead, near to the said 

Inn, formerly Part of the Commons of Meltham, but which has lately been broken up and made 

unusually productive, no Expense or Labour having been permitted to stand in the way of 

rendering this Allotment superior to most old Land in the Neighbourhood, an Object which 

uncommonly heavy Crops satisfactorily show to have been well accomplished. 

N.B. The Inn is advantageously situated close to the Turnpike Road, in a populous 

Manufacturing District, about a Quarter of a Mile distant from the lively and flourishing Village 

of Meltham, and at a short Distance from Huddersfield ; and being unrestricted to Spirit 

Merchant or Brewer, a thriving and lucrative Business may with proper Arrangement be carried 

on. 

The auction coincides with the subsequent change of name to the Shepherds Inn, presumably 

selected by the next owner or licensee.  

 
70 According to Roger Putman’s Beers and Breweries of Britain (published 2004), “King William IV appears more 

frequently on Britain's pub signs than any other monarch”. 
71 Inns, Ales, and Drinking Customs of Old England (1909) by Frederick W. Hackwood. 
72 Leeds Mercury (18 December 1841). The auction was held at the Rose & Crown. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09781033
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White’s Directory of 1854 names John Knight as the landlord. He appears in the 1851 Census 

as an “agricultural labourer & beer seller” of Town Street (possibly the Cherry Tree). In 

January 1855, the licence was transferred from John (who later died in December 1858) to his 

son Sampson Knight. 

Sampson was subsequently convicted of several offences, including permitting gambling, and 

the magistrates at the 1859 Brewster Session decided not to renew the licence in his name. 

Instead, it was transferred to the unnamed owner of the property who was described as a “poor 

woman” whose only income was the rental income on the property. Sampson went on to be the 

keeper of the Brown Cow beerhouse in Meltham. 

The 1861 Census records Sampson’s widow mother Nancy as the innkeeper. In August 1863 

she was fined 2s. 6d. plus expenses for “entertaining company on Sunday during prohibited 

hours”. 

By December 1864, the landlord was John Woodhead who was fined 18 shillings for 

“permitting gaming in his house”. Police Constable Rogers had been walking past the 

Shepherds Inn when he heard the distinctive sound of dice being rattled from inside. 

Woodhead’s wife appeared in court, claiming that “there was a deal of raffling going on up and 

down this Christmas in almost every public house” and that the dice were being rolled to decide 

who would win a piece of cheese. However, the magistrates felt this still constituted gambling. 

The inn continued to attract troubled landlords and customers, and was described as being “a 

retreat for gamblers and the worst characters of the community”. Being situated close to the 

parsonage, the Rev. E.C. Watson complained that “during the four years he had lived at 

Meltham, he had never seen a decent working man enter the [Shepherds Inn]”.73 

The premises was auctioned in May 1866: 

To be sold at auction [...] all that Freehold PUBLIC HOUSE called the Shepherd Inn, in 

Meltham, fronting to the Meltham and Wessenden Head turnpike road, with the Stables, 

Piggeries, Yard, and Outbuildings thereto belonging ; also those two newly-erected COTTAGES 

adjoining and fronting to the said turnpike road. 

The whole of the property is at present in the occupation of Mr. Seth Senior, or his undertenants, 

George Armitage, Parkin Broadbent, and James Hanby. 

The buildings are of stone, recently erected, and in excellent repair. 

In April 1867, Police Sergeant Turner was about a quarter of mile from the inn when he “heard 

a great disturbance”. When he reached the inn, “he found the house in a complete uproar” and 

a woman named Maria Mitchell in tears outside due to having been abused by the landlady. 

Inside he discovered several drunken men wrestling. The local magistrates “intimated that it 

was the most disgraceful case that have ever come before them” and fined the landlord, David 

Kaye, £5 plus expenses. 

 
73 “Opposition to the Transfer of a License” in Huddersfield Chronicle (7 December 1867). 
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The licence of the premises was revoked at the 1867 Brewster Sessions for multiple prior 

convictions by Kaye.74 He had failed to turn up to the Sessions and it later transpired had 

absconded owing £40. A later request to transfer the licence back to the executors of the late 

Henry Kaye (no relation to David Kaye), who had been the owner, was rejected. 

Now reverted to a beerhouse, Seth Senior & Sons advertised the premises for let in December 

1867, describing it as a “good accustomed” premises.75 

William R. Moorhouse was the next person linked to the property and he made an unsuccessful 

attempt to regain the full licence at the 1868 Brewster Sessions. Instead, the magistrates chose to 

grant a licence to the newly-built Railway Hotel – this was reportedly the first full licence to be 

granted in Meltham for 30 years. 

The premises was advertised as a residence in December 1869:76 

MELTHAM. To be sold by private contract, subject to approval by the Court of Chancery, all 

that FREEHOLD DWELLING-HOUSE, lately occupied as an Inn, and known by the name of 

the Shepherd’s Inn, and Two COTTAGES adjoining. 

The premises was apparently also known as the Skylark, although the only property of that 

name located in contemporary newspaper reports was the Skylark beerhouse at Batley Carr. 

  

  

 
74 “Adjourned Brewster Session” in Huddersfield Chronicle (28 September 1867). 
75 Huddersfield Chronicle (21 December 1867). 
76 According to pub historian Dave Green, the Shepherds Inn was unoccupied in 1870. 
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14. Th’ o’ Cot (Wentworth House) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0907 1004 

 

Also known as Wentworth Farm, Wentworth House was the location of the Waterhouse Hill 

Slack toll point chain77 on the Meltham & Wessenden Head Turnpike road. 

Pigot’s 1841 directory named George Taylor as a retailer of beer in Meltham, and this may be 

cotton twister George Taylor (aged 40) of Wentworth House named in the 1841 Census. 

However, the directory entry is more likely to be the George Taylor (aged 65) named as a 

retailer of beer at Meltham Pinfold (most likely Th’ Owd Pig in Etherd Fold) in the same 

census. 

None of the census returns for Wentworth House give any indication that the property was ever 

a licensed premises. 

A “cot” (or “cote”) usually denotes a small building for keeping farmyard animals. Similarly, a 

“cot house” would mean a small house. Perhaps the beer was brewed and served in one of the 

farm outhouses rather than in Wentworth House itself. 

 

 

  

  

 
77 The name suggests that the barrier placed across the road to force travellers to stop here was a heavy metal chain 

rather than a wooden gate. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09071004
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15. Bell (Greensend) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 0991 1059 

According to the list held by the Huddersfield & District Family History Society, this beerhouse 

was situated at Greensend on the site now occupied by 5 Greens End Road. The boundary wall 

of the current property incorporates a stone window frame from the original St. Bartholomew’s 

Chapel and marks the former location of the town’s pinfold.  

The possible location on the 1854 O.S. map is shown below: 

 

These details correspond with the 1861 Census entry for widow Mary Ann Crosland (aged 52) 

[née Thewlis] of Greensend whose occupation is given as “beer retailer”. Her late husband, 

Joseph Crosland was listed in the 1851 Census as a “wool dyer’s labourer and beer shop 

keeper” of Lower Hill, near Greensend. 

Although the baptismal records for Joseph’s children (1831 to 1850) only give Joseph’s 

occupation as clothier, labourer and “blue dyer”, Pigot’s 1841 trade directory names him as a 

“retailer of beer”. 

The name of the beerhouse is presumably a reference to the church’s bells, or perhaps 

specifically to the traditional story recounted in the Rev. Joseph Hughes’ book The History of the 

Township of Meltham (page 173) that during the construction of the second St. Bartholomew’s 

Chapel in 1835 the stonemasons claimed ownership of the chapel’s single bell and “refused to 

give it up, except on condition of it being filled with ale”. 

In October 1857, Mary Ann was fined 2s. 6d. plus expenses for “keeping open her house after 

eleven o’clock at night” after a passing police officer found three persons drinking in the 

beerhouse. 

The beerhouse presumably closed in the 1860s, as a local court case heard on 18 June 1868 

described the premises as a lodging house and White’s 1866 trade directory does not include an 

entry. Mary Ann died aged 61 in July 1868. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09911059
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Joseph and Mary Ann’s son Allen Crosland (c.1840-1901) continued to run the property as a 

lodging house before opening it as a grocery prior to the 1881 Census. An article in the 

Huddersfield Chronicle reported that on 19 September 1856, 15-year-old Allen was involved in a 

serious accident at Messrs. Ainley & Taylor, Spinks Mire Mill, in which “his left arm was torn 

completely off, a little above the elbow”. By the 1890s, Allen was the chairman of the local 

lodge of the Ancient Order of the Golden Fleece (“Great Eastern”, Lodge No.125) who met at 

the Victoria Hotel. 
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16. Th’ Owd Pig (Etherd Fold) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 0988 1055 

The Owd Pig was reportedly situated in Etherd Fold, off Greens End Road. The fold adjoined 

the town’s pinfold (see also the entry for The Bell beerhouse). 

The general location on the 1854 O.S. map is shown below: 

 

The mostly likely entry found for the premises during research is the 1841 Census entry for 65-

year-old George Taylor, a “retailer of beer” of Pinfold who resided there with his wife Margaret 

(65) and grandson Crispin (20). 

 

  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09881055
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17. The Cat Inn (Mill Moor) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0980 1067 

This beerhouse was situated next to the first Wesleyan Chapel on Mill Moor Road. 

 

The undated photograph below (courtesy of the Kirklees Image Archive) shows the Cat Inn on 

the right highlighted in blue, with the imposing second Wesleyan Chapel (now demolished) 

further up the road on the site formerly occupied by the Kitten beerhouse. 

 
image courtesy of the Kirklees Image Archive (ref k003237) 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09801067
http://www.kirkleesimages.org.uk/frontend.php?action=zoom&keywords=k003237
http://www.kirkleesimages.org.uk/frontend.php?action=zoom&keywords=k003237
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The Cat Inn was most likely established by John Waterhouse in the 1830s78 and existed for 

around 100 years, with four generations of the Waterhouse family running it until 1912. 

Waterhouse was fined £2 14s. in July 1844 for “selling ale before five o’clock in the morning” 

on a Monday. An attempt by him to obtain a full licence at the 1854 Brewster Sessions was 

unsuccessful. 

After John’s death in 1859, his son-in-law Nimrod Earnshaw briefly took over the running of 

the beerhouse. By 1871, John Waterhouse’s son John was the licensee and owner. In turn, his 

son Timothy became the licensee in February 1890. 

Following the stone laying ceremony for the extension of the Oddfellows Hall in June 1894, the 

contractors and employees involved “sat down to a substantial and well-cooked dinner” at the 

beerhouse. Afterwards, “the rest of the evening was spent in a convivial manner”. 

By 1908, Timothy Waterhouses’s nephew Mitchell had taken over, with the licence 

subsequently transferred to Mitchell’s widow Alice in February 1911. 

The premises was acquired by brewery Bentley & Shaw Ltd. of Lockwood in 1920. 

At the 1936 Brewster Sessions, the magistrates objected to the renewal of the licences of the Cat 

Inn and the Queens Arms Inn (Netherthong) on the grounds of redundancy under the terms of 

the Licensing (Consolidation) Act of 1910. According to Dave Green, the beerhouse closed on 

29 December 1938 and compensation of £1,473 was paid. 

At the time of closure, the licensee was John France Bamforth, a former woollen weaver from 

Golcar. He continued to live at the property until his death in 1939 aged 75. 

  

  

 
78 Pub historian Dave Green states the Cat Inn was established in 1838. 
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18. The Kitten / New Inn (Mill Moor) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0977 1067 

The Kitten was a beerhouse situated near to the Cat Inn. The 1841 Census records “retailer of 

beer” widow Hannah Waterhouse (née Dawson), whose husband James (listed in Pigot’s 1834 

directory as a beer retailer) had died in 1840, as the adjacent entry to John Waterhouse of the 

Cat Inn. 

According to several sources, the first Wesleyan Chapel (built circa 1819) stood on Mill Moor 

Road between the Kitten and Cat beerhouses, which means that the Kitten once stood on the 

site of the present-day Meltham Methodist Church. 

 

Hannah’s beerhouse seemingly closed at some point prior to the 1851 Census, when she was 

listed as being of independent means, and the last entry found for her in the trade directories 

appears in White’s 1842. She died aged 73 in July 1852. 

The available evidence suggests that the premises was reopened as the New Inn beerhouse circa 

1859 by cloth dresser Abraham Taylor79 who had married Hannah Waterhouse’s eldest 

daughter Martha in 1836. Martha died in September 1852, only a few months after her mother, 

and this likely meant that Taylor inherited the premises as James and Hannah’s only son had 

died in infancy. The 1861 Census contains an entry for blacksmith and beer seller John Lee at 

an unnamed beerhouse on Mill Moor and this is likely to have been the reopened New Inn (Lee 

was fined in June 1859 for having his premises open during prohibited hours).80  

In 1861, Abraham Taylor brought a private summons at Huddersfield against police constable 

William Henry Kinson “for being drunk and disorderly” on the 5 February. Early morning 

workers heading across the fields from Meltham to Meltham Mills had found Kinson “lying 

insensibly drunk” in the field. Incapable of standing, he had to be taken home in a wheelbarrow. 

There is some evidence that Kinson was disliked by the beerhouse owners in Meltham – the 

 
79 Abraham Taylor may have been a descendant of James Taylor, a brewer and innkeeper of Mill Moor named in 

records during the 1760s, 1770s and early 1780s. 
80 The Census enumerator then called at the Cat Inn where Nimrod Earnshaw was named at the beer seller. There 

are no obvious entries for the Kitten in the trade directories from 1854 to 1859 which lends weight to the idea that 

it remained closed until re-opened by Abraham Taylor as the New Inn, perhaps initially with John Lee as the beer 

seller. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09771067
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police constable’s evidence had led to the licence of Joseph Green (Golden Fleece) being 

suspended at the 1860 Brewser Sessions – and it was suggested in court that they may have 

drugged the constable when he was offered a complimentary rum to ward off the chill of the 

night whilst out on patrol. The case was dismissed by the magistrates, as Kinson had already 

been disciplined.81 

By the 1870s, the Wesleyan Chapel between the two beerhouses “was becoming too small and 

the inability of people to obtain a ‘sitting’ (i.e. a reserved seat) led to demand for a new 

chapel”.82 In what was a highly unusual move, the chapel’s caretaker Dan Dawson hired a 

solicitor to oppose the renewal of Taylor’s beerhouse licence at the 1878 Brewster Sessions on 

the grounds that “the house was a nuisance, and that the applicant had been convicted of a 

felony”.83 

The local magistrates ruled that the prior conviction nullified Taylor’s licence but gave leave for 

Taylor’s eldest son to apply for a new licence at the Adjourned Sessions:84 

John Waterhouse Taylor applied for a beer license for the New Inn, Meltham, which license had 

lapsed through its having been proved at the general licensing sessions that the father of the 

applicant, who had held the license, had been convicted of felony in 1862. The application was 

opposed by Mr. S.S. Booth on behalf of the trustees of the Wesleyan Chapel, and by Mr. A. Sykes 

(Ramsden & Sykes) on behalf of a number of owners and occupiers of property, who had signed a 

memorial which he presented to the bench. Mr. Bibby, who by courtesy was allowed to appear for 

the owner of the property, said the Wesleyans were opposing the application in order to reduce the 

value of adjoining land which they wanted. Mr. Booth denied this, and said that already there 

was a licensed house on one side of the chapel [...] the Chairman said the bench regarded the 

application as a perfectly new one, and refused it. 

Curiously, historical records show that Abraham Taylor was a Methodist and it seems highly 

likely that he was in fact the chapel’s organist! With the loss of the beerhouse licence, and 

perhaps feeling ill-will towards their fellow local Methodists, the Taylor family soon moved to 

Vernon Street, Saddleworth (1881 Census). 

With the New Inn closed and the adjoining land now available for purchase, the local 

Methodists began fund-raising and the foundation stones of the replacement chapel were laid on 

5 July 1884. Once the new chapel had been completed at a cost of about £4,000, the old chapel 

was repurposed as a Sunday School and Assembly Room.85 

 
81 The sole purpose of Taylor’s private summons appears to have been to ensure Kinson was publicly shamed in the 

local newspapers. See “The Case of the Meltham Policeman” for a transcription of the case as reported in the 

Huddersfield Chronicle (23 February 1861). 
82 A Short History of Methodism in Meltham (c.1969) compiled by Rev. Conrad Scott. 
83 This seems to have been a case reported in Huddersfield Chronicle (12 July 1862) when “four brass steps, the 

property of the Earl of Dartmouth” were stolen. Abraham Taylor had also once been fined for being drunk and 

abusive on the train to Meltham. 
84 “Adjourned Licensing Sessions — Upper Agbrigg Division” in Yorkshire Post (25 September 1878). 
85 The original chapel still stands on Mill Moor Road, but the second chapel was demolished in the 1970s and 

replaced with the current Meltham Methodist Church. 
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James Waterhouse Taylor 

Abraham Taylor’s son, James Waterhouse Taylor, worked as an auctioneer and had married 

Hannah Hirst (sister of Charles William Hirst, innkeeper of the Railway Hotel and later Swan 

Inn).  

On 8 November 1894, he was involved in an auction of heavy woollen machinery which took 

place in the weaving shed of Sefton Mills, Meltham, when the floor of the shed gave way. Up to 

40 people fell down into the disused gasometer water tank situated below the shed which 

reportedly had about 18 inches of thick sludge and mud in it.  

James Bentley Crosland, son of Alderman James Crosland, was found face down in the mud 

under the fallen debris and had suffocated. James Waterhouse Taylor sustained a broken left leg 

and collar bone, and later died at Huddersfield Infirmary on 6 December after contracting 

pneumonia. 

Amongst the others who sustained injures were: 

• William Haigh who would later become landlord of the Victoria Hotel 

• local professional cricketer Thomas Henry Hirst (nephew of James Waterhouse Taylor’s 

late wife Hannah) who would later become landlord of the Swan Inn 

The following postcard, believed to date from around 1900, poses the conundrum “The Cat 

Where is the Kitten”... 

postcard courtesy of Richard Noon 
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19. Woolpack / Golden Fleece / Fleece Inn / Victoria 

O.S. grid ref SE 0995 1065 

The Golden Fleece (often referred to as The Fleece) likely traces its roots back to at least the 

1750s when Joseph Eastwood was named as an innkeeper and brewer of Meltham in the 

available parish records. At that time, it was likely named the Woolpack. 

Following Joseph’s death in 1782, butcher William Eastwood (believed to be his son) likely 

took over and was named as the licensee of the Woolpack in the 1803 Licence Register. There 

is some evidence that William was related to the Eastwoods involved locally in cloth 

manufacturing, so the name perhaps implies that woolpacks (i.e. bundles of fleeces) were traded 

at the inn. 

At some point prior to 1817, William renamed the inn from the Woolpack to the Golden 

Fleece and this may have coincided with the premises being rebuilt or altered. This new name 

suggests a link to the Ancient Order of the Golden Fleece (Bradford Unity), a friendly society 

which was reputedly started in Bradford in the 1780s. At least two lodges of the Golden Fleece 

are known to have existed in Meltham: “Love and Unity” and “Great Eastern” (No. 125), with 

references to the former meeting at the Golden Fleece Inn. Advertisements from the 1850s note 

that the third storey of the inn contained a large lodge room. 

William’s son Joseph was the next licensee. The Leeds Times (3 June 1837) described him as a 

“gentleman of the first order” when he gave a dinner to the “poor and needy” of the district 

and, by 6pm, “every poor person in the town had received a good substantial dinner.” 

Joseph’s licence was temporarily suspended at the 1846 Brewster Sessions for threatening a 

customer but was reinstated “on his promising better behaviour for the future”.86 

Following Joseph’s death in 1847, the inn was advertised for let:87 

MELTHAM. TO BE LET, with immediate Possession, all that commodious and old-established 

INN, or Public House, known by the Sign of the “GOLDEN FLEECE,” situate in the centre of 

Meltham, near Huddersfield, in the County of York, with the Barns, Stables, Out-buildings, and 

other Conveniences thereto, and about Ten Acres of excellent LAND now occupied therewith, late 

in the Occupation of Mr. Joseph Eastwood, deceased. The Situation is suitable for carrying on the 

Business of a Butcher conjointly with an Innkeeper, such Businesses having been carried on with 

great success by the late Mr. Joseph Eastwood and his Father for the last Fifty Years. 

The next named licensee was Ellen Scott, with a subsequent transfer to Charles Thomas Mann 

in May 1852. John Tinker was the landlord by July 1854. 

  

 
86 “Brewster Sessions” in Leeds Intelligencer (22 August 1846). 
87 Leeds Mercury (10 July 1847). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09951065
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The premises was advertised for let in March 1853: 

To be LET, that old established Inn called the “GOLDEN FLEECE,” situate in the densely 

populated village of Meltham (formerly occupied by the late Joseph Eastwood, Esq.), replete with 

Brewhouse, Barn, Stables, and other Farm Buildings, Butcher’s Shop, and about Nine Acres of 

Land. 

…and again in 1855 and 1856: 

To be LET, and may be entered upon immediately, all that old-established and well accustomed 

PUBLIC HOUSE, called the “Fleece Inn, “Meltham, containing five rooms on the ground floor, 

four bed rooms, and large lodge room over the same and large attic over ; and whole three good 

keeping cellars and butcher’s shop adjoining the same ; together with the bard, mistal, stable, and 

car-shed, small croft and garden, and yard behind the same, two pig cotes, out-buildings, and 

other conveniences, &c., thereto belonging. 

FLEECE INN, MELTHAM. TO BREWERS, PUBLICANS, AND OTHERS. ALL the 

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, FIXTURES and EFFECTS ; or parties wishing to take the 

above Inn can do so, and may enter upon it immediately. Valuation moderation, and rent low. 

To be LET, and may be entered upon immediately, all that old-established PUBLIC HOUSE, 

known by the name of the Fleece Inn, Meltham, containing four rooms and bar on the ground 

floor, several bed rooms and large lodge room over the same, three good keeping cellars, stable, 

mistal, shed, piggeries, small croft and other outbuildings and conveniences thereto belonging. 

Valuation £25. Rent moderate. 

The inn was open again by late September 1856, when around 100 employees of Jonas Brook & 

Brothers were treated to a dinner to celebrate the company winning prizes at the Great 

Exhibition in London (1851), the New York Exhibition (1853) and the Paris Exhibition (1855). 

In total, around 600 employees were fed at the Fleece, Swan, Rose & Crown, and Waggon & 

Horses. 

Towards the end of May 1857, part of the inn’s cellar collapsed. A group of people who were 

sat in the room above were “carried down into the nether regions of the building” but suffered 

only minor bruising. Within 24 hours, the floors had been repaired by local joiner Mr. Miers.88 

Sampson Knight was the landlord by August 1857 and then Joseph Green by August 1860. The 

renewal of the licence to Green was refused at the 1860 Brewster Sessions due to him having 

been convicted of three offences during the year. It was also stated that the owner of the inn, 

Richard Newell, had threatened a police constable by saying “I should like to knock thy brains 

out, and I shall do yet!” 

The inn was trading again by 1863 with Richard E. Newhouse named as the landlord. 

  

 
88 “Meltham: Strange Accident” in Huddersfield Chronicle (6 June 1857). 
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Alterations were carried out in 1866, with the architects named as the noted firm of John Kirk 

& Sons of Huddersfield.89 It is likely that the premises had by this time been purchased by 

Lockwood brewery Bentley & Shaw Ltd. 

TO BUILDERS AND OTHERS. TO BE LET BY TENDER, the Masons’, Joiners’, 

Plasterers’, Plumbers’, and Glaziers’, and Painters’, work required in the ALTERATION of the 

GOLDEN FLEECE INN, Meltham. 

The same year, former landlord Sampson Knight was fined for “refusing to quit a public house” 

after abusing the landlord of the Golden Fleece “in a most shameful manner” and using “the 

most disgusting language”. 

Following the alterations, the inn was reopened as the Victoria Hotel and advertised for let in 

January 1869: 

TO BE LET, the VICTORIA HOTEL, Meltham, near Huddersfield. The situation is excellent, 

being near the Railway Station, and on the district road for all passenger and goods traffic. The 

house has been re-arranged, and is well fitted up for the commercial trade. There is ample and 

good stabling, &c. 

The following month, George Norcliffe placed a notice in the local press: 

GEORGE NORCLIFFE begs to inform his Friends and the Public generally, that he TAKEN 

the VICTORIA HOTEL, Meltham, lately occupied by Mr. Mapleston. It is within three minutes’ 

walk of the Station on the new line of railway ; is fitted up with good Stabling and every 

convenience. 

Norcliffe was the licensee for about a decade, then Joseph Armitage for around 20 years, with 

the licence being transferred to Armitage’s son-in-law William Haigh in March 1897. 

Subsequent licence transfers include John Sykes (1906), Mary Elizabeth Sykes (1908), Caroline 

Sykes (1914), Herbert Dickinson (1920), Charles Edmund Halstead (1923), Johnnie Marsden 

(1927), John Evans (1930), William Baldwin (1932), Harry Cecil Dawson (1933), Douglas 

Iredale (1951), Ronald Aspinall (1953), Mary Ann Crowther (1967), and Lewis Quarmby 

(1971). 

When William Baldwin was charged for “supplying intoxicants during non-permitted hours” 

on 23 June 1933, the police took away two beer glasses as evidence. In court, he was found 

guilty and fined £10. It was stated that Baldwin had tried to insist that the police should 

reimburse him for the cost of the two glasses!90 

The premises was later owned by Hammonds of Bradford (1960s) and Bass Ltd. (1970s), and is 

now known as the Victoria Park. 

 
89 John Kirk (1817-1886) was an architect and builder whose works in the Meltham area include: Church of St. 

Mary the Virgin at Wilshaw (1863), Meltham Baptist Church (1862-63), Meltham National School (1866-68), 

Meltham Mills Convalescent Home (1868-71), almshouses at Wilshaw (1871), national schools at Wilshaw (1872), 

and the new chancel of St. Bartholomew’s Church (1877-78). 
90 “A Strange Request: Meltham Landlord and Two Callers Fined” in Yorkshire Evening Post (3 August 1933). 
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20. Bog and Rat (Brighouse Fold) 

vaguely approximate O.S. grid ref SE 0996 1079 

This premises is variously named as either “Bog and Rat” or the “Dog and Rat”. Neither name 

appears in the available Licence Registers, trade directories or newspaper archives, so it is 

uncertain which is the correct one. 

The premises was reportedly in the vicinity of the railway station and Scarbottom Mill, which is 

now the car park for a Morrisons supermarket. A possible general location on the 1854 O.S. 

map is given below: 

 

  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09961079
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21. Travellers Rest Inn (Spring Hill, Meltham Moor) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0905 1139 

Originally a farmhouse named as Spring Hill on the 1854 O.S. map, this premises is believed to 

have been opened as a beerhouse at the end of 1868 by farmer Thomas Shaw of Golcar.91 His 

son, Squire Shaw, later resided at what had previously been the Dob Hoile beerhouse at 

Greenside. Another son, William, temporarily ran a beerhouse at Rushy Grove (believed to be 

the Lamb Inn) from 1868 to 1869 until his licence renewal was refused. 

Thomas was charged with assaulting William Dyson of the nearby Spotted Cow Inn (the 

“Will” of Wills o’ Nats) in December 1871, but the magistrates dismissed the case.92 

An attempt to obtain a spirit licence at the 1874 Brewster Sessions was rejected due to a lack of 

notice being given in advance. 

Following Thomas’ death in July 1876, his widow Martha took over the licence until August 

1890 when her son William became the licensee. 

In September 1897, William’s housekeeper, a widow named Mrs. Stansbury, discovered that 

her uncle Charles Thompson had left her the enormous sum of £72,000 upon his death. 

Allowing for inflation, in today’s money this would be around £6,500,000! According to the 

Leeds Mercury, Thompson had immigrated to America circa 1840 when his niece was just six 

years old but always remembered her fondly and left his entire fortune to her.93 

The next licence transfer to Joe Whiteley in June 1898 likely coincided with Leeds brewery 

Joshua Tetley & Sons taking over the ownership of the beerhouse. Following Joe’s death in 

October 1905, his son Joel became licensee for over 30 years.  

The Colne & Holme Joint Isolation Hospital (later known as the Moorview Hospital) was built 

by the West Riding County Council on land opposite the inn and was formally opened on 3 

September 1904. The hospital could accommodate up to 50 patients suffering from a variety of 

infectious diseases, with the exception of smallpox cases which were treated at the nearby Moor 

Top Smallpox Hospital at Meltham Edge. 

The subsequent known transfers were to Joel’s son-law-law Louis Irving (1939), Tom Allen 

Stead (1940), Norah Stead (1946), Edwin Senior (1955), John Wright Siswick (1959), Colin 

Robinson (1969), Keith Farnsworth (1975), Donald Shaw (1984), Stuart Whittle (1992), 

Richard Seggals (1993), Derick R. Smith (1994), Roger Gledhill (1995), Bert & Sue Senior 

(1998), Glen & Claire Lambert (2004), and Bob & Joyce Luty (2005-2010).94 

 
91 Shaw successfully renewed his licence at the 1869 Adjourned Sessions in September, when it was stated the 

beerhouse had been open for 10 months. 
92 “Huddersfield Borough Police Court” in Huddersfield Chronicle (14 December 1872). 
93 “The Windfall for a Meltham Widow” in Leeds Mercury (22 September 1897). 
94 Details of licensees from Keith Farnsworth onwards kindly provided by Bob Luty. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09051139
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The BBC’s Domesday Project, compiled mostly by school children in the mid-1980s, contains 

the following entry:95 

The Travellers’ Rest at Meltham was originally a farmhouse and it changed to a public house 

many years ago when two farmer brothers who lived there decided to brew their own beer. An old-

time publican kept a stewpan on the fire in the tap room and topped it up with anything and 

everything, including dead hens killed on the road and offal from the butcher. It was said to smell 

delicious!! Dotted around the wall are old price lists; half of bitter 11d and a nip of old Arctic Barley 

Wine was 1s 11d. A turnip and a large hammer are to be found on the bar and customers are 

invited to ‘bray’ coins into the turnip which is then auctioned for charity.   

 

  

 
95 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-408000-411000/page/6  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-408000-411000/page/6
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22. Lamb Inn (Holt Head) 

probably O.S. grid ref SE 0807 1204 

Although no specific references to the Lamb Inn were located during research, only a small 

number of buildings were situated at Holt Head that were still within the boundary of the 

township of Meltham. The most well-known premises at Holt Head was the Dyers Arms (later 

the White House), but this was situated to the north of the road junction and well within the 

boundary of the township of Lingards. 

The mostly likely location of the Lamb Inn was at Rushy Grove96, where Benjamin Sykes (aged 

30) is recorded in the 1841 Census as an ale seller. By the time of the 1851 Census, his wife 

Mary Ann had died and his occupation was given as “grocer”. 

 

At the 1869 Brewster Sessions, William Shaw of Rushy Grove (son of Thomas Shaw who 

established the Travellers Rest) unsuccessfully applied for beerhouse certificate renewal. Shaw 

had received a licence the previous year but the subsequent change in the law meant that local 

magistrates now controlled the renewal processes. A local farmer testified that he “could 

continually hear the shouting and noise made at [Shaw’s] house on a Sunday by dog and rabbit 

racing and other noisy demonstrations”. 

Another inn is believed to have existed at Birdley Brook, Holt Head, in the early 1800s. 

Also situated within the vicinity of Holt Head was the brewery of William Varley (c.1808-1869) 

at Bottoms in Lingards.97 

 

 
96 Rushy Grove is situated at O.S. grid reference SE 0807 1204 and stands next to the former Holt Head Sunday 

School. 
97 Presumably closed following William Varley’s death in 1869 and shown as being demolished entirely prior to the 

1960s, the brewery was situated near O.S. grid reference SE 0797 1292 on Bottoms Lane off Varley Lane (now 

Varley Road). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE08071204
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23. Spotted Cow / New Inn / Wills o’ Nats (Cop End) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0902 1207 

This was initially a beerhouse opened at Cop End prior to 1841 by weaver and farmer William 

Dyson98, son of Nathaniel Dyson and his wife Grace (née Kinder). He was known locally as 

“Will o’ Nats”, i.e. “William [son] of Nathaniel”.99 

The 1854 O.S. map names the premises as the Spotted Cow Inn, with the Cop End farmhouse 

situated behind it on the northwest flank of Meltham Cop hill. 

The premises was possibly rebuilt or enlarged by Dyson in the 1860s, as was increasingly 

referred to as the New Inn, which became its official name at some point between 1879 and 

1897 until the early 1970s. However, by at least 1871 if not much earlier, it was known 

informally by locals as Wills o’ Nats.100 

Following William’s death in 1881, his widow Mary and then their son, James William Dyson, 

became licensees. 

The undated photograph on the right (courtesy of the 

Kirklees Image Archive) shows the New Inn with 

Tetley signage and “WILLS O NATS” painted on the 

gable end of the property. The right-hand side of the 

property (now the restaurant) appears to be a barn. 

From 1903 to 1952, three generations of the Walker 

family were the licensees, and they are likely the family 

shown in the photograph. 

The subsequent licence transfers include Elliott Walker (1903), John Walker (1926), Elliott 

Walker (1942), Ada Walker (1946), James Arthur Pogson (1952), John Edgar Peckett (1967), 

Derrick Wood (1970), Roger Gledhill (1973), Kim & An Schofield (1984), Louise Jane Dyson 

(1999), Chris & Melony Laws (2000), Phil & Susan Tate (2002), and Bob & Joyce Luty 

(2004).101 

The Licence Register notes that the name of the New Inn was formally amended to Wills o’ 

Nats on 5 January 1973. 

By the 1920s owned by Joshua Tetley & Sons Ltd of Leeds. In the 20th century, ownership 

passed to Allied Breweries of Burton-on-Trent in the 1970s. 

 

 
98 William Dyson of Cop End is recorded only as a weaver in the 1841 Census, but is named as a retailer of beer in 

Pigot’s 1841 directory. 
99 William is named as “Will o’ Nats” in “Assault over a Water Dispute” in Huddersfield Chronicle (8 July 1871). 
100 Historical records include variations such as “Will’s o’ Nat’s” and “Wills o’ Nat’s”. An early example of the 

name being used as a location appears in “Hunters Balling Off Day” in Huddersfield Chronicle (9 March 1872). 
101 Details of licensees from Roger Gledhill onwards kindly provided by Bob Luty. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09021207
http://www.kirkleesimages.org.uk/frontend.php?action=zoom&keywords=k003236
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24. Black Goose (Spark Green) 

approximate O.S. grid ref SE 0959 1112 

This premises was reportedly situated in one of the properties at Spark Green, off Helme Lane. 

 

Spark Green is situated between Upper and Lower Hey, so may be linked to the entry for beer 

retailer George Kenworthy of Hey in Pigot’s 1834 directory. By 1842, Kenworthy had become 

the innkeeper of the Waggon & Horses. 

The 1861 Census records John Hoyland (aged 53) as a brewhouse man of Spark Green. 

  

  

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09591112
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25. Lucky 

O.S. grid ref SE 0954 1056 

Although the name “Lucky” suggests that the beerhouse was located in one of the properties at 

Lucky Green on Wessenden Head Road, a document held by the Huddersfield & District 

Family History Society instead states it was to be found at the property known as Moor Head, 

off Matthew Lane, and was kept by the town’s pinder, “Old Walt”. 102 

 

Walter Sykes was the pinder and constable for Meltham Half from at least 1861 until his death 

in 1885. It is believed he was born at Lucky Green, which may explain the choice of beerhouse 

name.103  

When he was re-sworn into the role of pinder in 1869, the Huddersfield Chronicle reported that 

one of the jurymen at the Court Leet remarked “that he had no objection to [Sykes] only he 

ought not to get so much beer as he did at time”. Sykes retorted, “Begging your pardon [...] I’ve 

been a teetotaller three years and more!” 

In later years, Walter was assisted in the role of pinder by his nephew Sidney Sykes. At the 1885 

Almondbury Court Leet, Sidney caused laughter by steadfastly denying that Walter was his 

uncle whilst confirming that he was indeed Walter’s nephew.104 

Following Walter’s death, the 1887 Almondbury Court Leet noted simply that Walter had 

“blown his light out” and Joshua Froggatt was appointed to assist Sidney Sykes in his duties as 

town pinder. 

  

  

 
102 By the mid-1800s, the traditional role of township pinder – someone empowered to collect stray animals and 

impound them until the owner paid a free – had become more of a ceremonial role and Sykes is known to have 

mostly worked as a clothier and labourer. 
103 Perhaps Walter was known as “Walter o’ Lucky” or even nicknamed “Lucky” Walter, so technically it may 

have been “Lucky’s beerhouse” rather than “the Lucky beerhouse”. 
104 Sidney was the illegitimate child of Walter’s sister Ann(e) and is recorded living with his uncle at the time of the 

1841 Census. It may be that Walter and his wife Betty raised him, so perhaps he regarded Walter more as a father 

than an uncle. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09541056
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26. Stiff Shackle 

probably O.S. grid ref SE 0977 1036 

According to Ken Oldfield, this was a beer shop kept by Nancy Knight. If so, it was presumably 

relatively short-lived as Nancy was not widowed until December 1858 and had become the 

landlady of the Shepherds Inn on Wessenden Head Road by 1861. Alternatively, she may have 

kept this beer shop after leaving the Shepherds Inn (prior to December 1864) until her death in 

1868. 

Richard Orton’s list places the shop at Greensend (near the Parish Church), whilst a later list 

held by the Huddersfield & District Family History Society gives the location as Stove Row, on 

the opposite side of Wessenden Head Road from the Shepherds Inn. As the original newspaper 

article gives the location as Stove Row (also known as Stove Cottages), we can perhaps assume 

Orton’s location is incorrect. 

It seems likely that the name of the premises was not “The Stiff Shackle”, but rather that it was 

a shop that sold a type of weak beer made from recycling previously used hops and malts which 

was often nicknamed “stiff shackle” (literally meaning a “stiff wrist”).105 This cheap drink, 

normally called “table beer” or “small beer”, was usually consumed by women and children at 

home. According to contemporary newspaper reports, it was sold for up to 1½ pence per quart 

(2 pints) without a licence.106 The same newspaper reports also make it clear that the presence of 

a stiff shackle shop in a town was highly undesirable. 

The term “stiff shackle” was also used as an insult. In the final volume of his “Fleet Papers” – a 

series of publications written whilst he was incarcerated in Fleet Prison between 1840 and 1844 

– Yorkshire-born industrial reformer Richard Oastler wrote of a heckler at a meeting being 

dismissed as having drunk too much cheap beer and mocked as being a “Mr. Stiff Shackle”:107 

The individual who had occasioned the interruption was to be somewhat excused. He believed he 

had had too much “stiff shackle.” 

  

  

 
105 As a noun, “shackle” could mean the wrist or ankle, these being the two parts of the body that restraining 

shackles could be attached to. The name perhaps suggests that the drinker was more likely to get a stiff wrist than 

to get drunk! 
106 According to A History of Drink and the English, 1500–2000 (2016) by Paul Jennings, the sale of “table beer” was 

fully deregulated between 1830 and 1861 and only required a licence if sold for more than 1½ pence per quart. 
107 The Fleet Papers: Volume IV (published 1844). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09771036
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27. Dob Hoile (Greenside) 

O.S. grid ref SE 0950 1103 

Also named variously as Dob Hoils and Bob Hoile, suggesting the name was only vaguely 

recalled. Dob Hoile seems to be the most likely variant.108 

According to Ken Oldfield, this was “where the late Mr. Squire Shaw lived”. 

Squire Shaw’s father Thomas had been the keeper of the Travellers Rest beerhouse on 

Slaithwaite Road in 1870s. Following his marriage, Squire Shaw resided as a farmer at Green 

Hey (situated near Martin Nest), which is shown on the map below. 

The trade directories of the early 1840s name tailor William Marsh of Green Hey as a retailer of 

beer, so this was presumably the beerhouse. By the time of the 1851 Census, Marsh had moved 

to Mill Moor with his family and remained there as a tailor until his death in June 1889. 

The property is usually marked as “Green Hey” or “Alma Cottage” on historic O.S. maps: 

 

  

  

 
108 In the local dialect, a “dob” is a pony or horse (the latter being a “dobbin”) whilst “hoile” is a hole and can be 

used to mean a cage or enclosure for an animal. So, one possible explanation of the name “Dob Hoile” could be 

that the beerhouse had a small yard where you could tether your pony. Leaving an animal unattended on the 

public highway could lead to the owner being prosecuted or the animal being impounded in the town’s pinfold. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09501103
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28. Railway Hotel 

O.S. grid ref SE 0992 1074 

The Railway Hotel is believed to have been built in 1867 at a reported cost of £700. 

Construction of the railway branch line from Lockwood Junction to Meltham had begun in 

1864, with passenger services commencing in July 1869. 

Publican John Hollingworth successfully applied for a full licence at the 1868 Brewster Sessions, 

with the Huddersfield Chronicle reporting that this was the first full licence to be granted in 

Meltham for 30 years. 

The 1879 Licence Register names Charles William Hirst (later the landlord of the Swan Inn) as 

the licensee, with a subsequent transfer to Edwin Stead in October 1883. 

In a macabre coincidence, both Edwin’s father George and his uncle James died suddenly in 

Meltham pubs within a few months of each other in 1885 — George had gone to visit his son 

and collapsed in the Railway Hotel, whilst James died of a heart attack at the Rose & Crown. 

The Stead family were well-known local musicians, and three of George’s sons were 

“prominent members of the Meltham Mills Brass Band”. A noted trombone player, Edwin was 

also a member of the Black Dike Mills Band, and he held the licence of the Railway Hotel until 

his death in January 1914. 

Subsequent licence transfers include Edwin’s son-in-law Harry Mellor (1914), Albert Dyson 

(1914), Mary Dyson (1917), Albert Dyson (1919), Wilson Coldwell (1932), John Creaser 

(1934), George William Stewart (1935), William Horner (1938), Lewis Quarmby (1967), and 

John Bridgland (1971). 

The premises was originally owned by John Hollingworth, but was later sold to Seth Senior & 

Sons Ltd. of Highfield Brewery, Shepley. Subsequent owners were the Fountain Brewery of 

Bradford (c.1949) and then Bass Ltd. (1970s). 

The premises’ licence was not renewed at the Annual Licensing meeting held on 1 February 

1972.109 

  

  

 
109 In Dave Green’s book Huddersfield Pubs, he states the year was 1962, but 1972 is the year written in the Licence 

Register. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE09921074
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29. Duke of Edinburgh / Wood Cottage / Harden Moss 

O.S. grid ref SE 1054 0819 

Situated on the Greenfield & Shepley Lane Head Turnpike (now Greenfield Road), just within 

the boundary of the township of Meltham, this premises went through a series of name changes 

between the 1850s and the 1901 Census, with licensees rarely staying more than a few years. It 

likely changed from the Duke of Edinburgh to the Wood Cottage Hotel in the late 1870s. 

Due to its distance from Huddersfield, charges against licence holders appear to have been 

mostly heard in front of the Holmfirth magistrates. 

Frances Ann Davenport successfully applied for a six-day licence at the 1879 Brewster Sessions, 

where it was noted that “a great number of people frequented the inn, and a spirit licence would 

be a great boon to them”. An attempt to upgrade this to a seven-day licence at the 1880 

Brewster Sessions failed. 

The premises was advertised for let in 1892: 

WOOD COTTAGE HOTEL. TO BE LET BY TENDER, that noted free and full-licensed 

HOTEL, called or known as “Wood Cottage,” in the midst of T. Cank’s Yorkshire Pheasantries, 

adjoining the highway leading from Greenfield to Holmfirth, with bowling green, lawn tennis, 

stabling for upwards of 40 horses, and also other appurtenances. Also meadow and pasture land, 

up to 10 acres, if required, and 10 acres of woodland, on the south-west side, for holding picnics 

and other recreations, the year round ; also 30 acres of woodland, on the north-east side, from 

March 29th to August 10th ; and after August 10th up to March, and additional 150 to 200 acres 

of woods and common will be open for visitors for pheasant and rabbit shooting. 

Licensee Robert Taylor completed the construction of a circular racecourse in 1895, situated in 

a field to the north-east known as Harden Hill. The racecourse had originally been planned by 

solicitor Frederick R. Jones (1814-1896), who was the steward of the Marsden estates of Sir 

Joseph Percival Pickford Radcliffe. Taylor finished laying out the track and built a wooden 

grandstand for spectators, situated on the western side of the track. Despite attracting an 

estimated 6,000 to 8,000 spectators to the inaugural race on Monday 22 September 1895, it 

seems the steep decline in attendance at the meeting held in September 1896 led to racing being 

abandoned.110 

Dates of known licence transfers are Charles William Machin (1881), James Hampshire (1884), 

Joseph Chappell (1888), Thomas Cank (1892), Robert Taylor (1895), Vincent Shepherd (1897), 

Sarah Ellen Shepherd (1900), Firth Hinchliffe (1901), John Henry Wilkinson (1905), Wright 

Smithies (1906), Walter Nelson Butler (1907), Walter Barrick (1910), William Chapman (1910), 

Robert Wells Ibbotson (1912). 

 

 
110 Violence against the police at the inaugural event meant that Taylor’s attempts to get a temporary licence to sell 

alcohol at the trackside at the subsequent races was blocked. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE10540819
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undated postcard 

The owners of the property were named in the Licence Registers as Fred Robert Jones of 

Huddersfield, then his executors, and finally Miss Lucie Gertrude Latham of Osmondthorpe, 

Leeds. 

In November 1914, Thomas Henry Hudson (formerly a licence holder of the Kings Arms, Croft 

Street, Bradford) was unsuccessful in having the licence temporarily transferred to him. When it 

was stated that he was a “trainer of trotting horses”, Superintendent Hustler advised the 

magistrates that “it was not desirable that the trotting matches near the Wood Cottage should 

be resumed”.111 

In February 1916, William Potter of Keighley’s attempt to have the licence transferred to him 

was rejected by Huddersfield magistrates when it was shown that his supporting petition 

contained falsified signatures. 

The Licence Register notes that the premises closed in 1916 and the licence lapsed, as “no 

application for renewal having been made for the years 1918 and 1919”. The property was 

opened as the Wood Cottage Youth Hostel in September 1934, with “accommodation at the 

outset for eight of each sex”.112 

  

 
111 Huddersfield Daily Examiner (10 November 1914). The track was later used as part of the Harden Moss Fell Race 

in the 1940s and is still faintly visible in aerial photographs of the field. 
112 Leeds Mercury (22 August 1934). 
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30. Bridley Brook, Holt Head 

The 1803 Licence Register includes an entry for innkeeper Jonathan Kippax at an unnamed inn 

at Bridley Brook, Holt Head, within the boundary of Meltham Half. The sureties were provided 

by William Eastwood (Woolpack) and John Garlick (Shoulder of Mutton). 

No obvious entries were found for Jonathan Kippax in the parish registers during research, 

other than a local burial record for that name in September 1802. 

Although the exact location of the inn – which is not listed in later trade directories or licence 

registers – is not known, it was most likely in one of properties at Bridley Brook on the south 

side of Hold Head Road at O.S. grid reference SE 0800 1240. 

The stream (usually misnamed as “Bradley Brook”113 on O.S. maps) historically formed part of 

the boundary lines between three townships. The following shows the boundaries of Meltham 

(red), Lingards (blue) and Linthwaite (green) on the O.S. 1854 Yorkshire 259 map: 

 

One further link to brewing in the locale was the brewery of William Varley (c.1808-1869), 

situated downstream on the Lingards side of the brook at Bottoms.114 

  

 
113 Dr. George Redmonds attributed the spelling to a mishearing of the local pronunciation. 
114 Presumably closed following William Varley’s death in 1869 and shown as being demolished entirely prior to 

the 1960s, the brewery was situated near O.S. grid reference SE 0797 1292 on Bottoms Lane off Varley Lane (now 

Varley Road). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/wiki/Location?SE08001240
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OTHER NOTABLE INNS & BEERHOUSES 

A number of noteworthy premises were situated just beyond the boundary of Meltham and are 

summarised below. 

Wessenden Head Inn / New Inn (Greenfield Road, Austonley) 

Also sometimes referred to as the Isle of Skye Inn, due to it being located in an area known as 

the “Isle of Skye”, this was an entirely separate inn to the more well-known one that is 

discussed separately below. Situated on the northern side of the Greenfield & Shepley Lane 

Head Turnpike road (now Greenfield Road), it was in existence by the 1830s and catered for 

both travellers on the turnpike road and shooting parties on the adjoining grouse moors. By 

1837, the landlord was David Clough. When the inn was advertised for let in 1846, the tenant 

was named as John Lodge. 

The next landlord was Joseph Waterhouse who seems to have regularly been in dispute with his 

neighbour, gamekeeper Joseph Roberts (aka “Joe o'Captain's”). By 1851, retired solider 

Thomas Batho had taken over the licence. Elizabeth Ainley, who had recently built the Castle 

Hill Hotel, was briefly the licensee between September 1854 and March 1855, after which the 

aforementioned gamekeeper Joseph Roberts took over. It was around this time in the mid-1850s 

that it was referred to as the “New Inn, Wessenden Head” in newspaper articles, suggesting the 

premises had perhaps been rebuilt or expanded.115 

The licence appears to have lapsed circa 1860 and the property became a shooting lodge known 

as Wessenden Lodge. 

Isle of Skye Inn/Hotel (Greenfield Road, Upperthong) 

Shepley brewer Reuben Senior purchased the 747-acre Goodbent Estate of moorland at auction 

in May 1879 for £10,000 (the equivalent of about £1.2m today). This included the former 

Wessenden Head Inn buildings and also the farmhouse opposite them on the southern side of 

the road (the latter being just within the township boundary of Upperthong). Senior was keen 

use the estate for grouse shooting and soon had the farmhouse converted for use as a licenced 

premises. 

At the 1879 Brewster Sessions, Senior made two applications. Firstly that Wilford Tinker 

(keeper of the nearby Shepherds Boy beerhouse) be allowed to transfer to the new premises. 

Secondly that the new premises be granted a spirits licence. Only the former was granted by the 

magistrates and Senior had to wait until the 1884 Brewster Sessions – by which time the tenant 

was Eli Brooke – for the Isle of Skye’s licence to be upgraded from beerhouse to innkeeper. 

The premises was particularly popular with Victorian day trippers who walked from Marsden 

up the Wessenden Valley, from where they could travel by a horse-drawn omnibus to catch a 

train home from Holmfirth Station. 

 
115 It was still described as being in Austonley, so remained on the northern side of the road. 



61 
 

Subsequent licensees were: Thomas Batkin (from 1886), James Hampshire (1891), Alice 

Hampshire (June 1900), John Scott (November 1900), John Henry Wilkinson (1903), John 

William Hampshire (1905), Edwin Armitage (1913), George Henry Hall (1917), John William 

Robinson (1919), Leonard Humphrey (1925), Thomas Haigh (1929), Alfred Bradbury (1938), 

Leonard Brooksbank (1940) and Arthur Littlewood (1952). 

During the construction of the Digley Reservoir in the 1940s, the Huddersfield Corporation 

Waterworks Committee announced that the hotel would have to close before the work was 

completed as it stood within the reservoir's catchment area and there were concerns about 

sewage from the property polluting the water. 

Despite being given nearly a decade to resolve the drainage issues, no improvements were made 

and the premises was closed for good following a compulsory purchase order. The empty 

building was reportedly demolished after a fire and all that remains today are the two gateposts 

seen in the postcard below. 

 

Highland Laddie / Shepherds Boy (Greenfield Road, Austonley) 

Situated in the property also known as Turtons about ½ mile to the east of the Isle of Skye, this 

was initially a beer shop for off-premises sales, likely opened as the Highland Laddie in the late 

1830s or early 1840s.116 Sarah Hall in named as the seller in an August 1852 newspaper article 

and William Bradley in an April 1864 article. By the late 1860s, the premises had been renamed 

the Shepherds Boy and was a beerhouse and farmer Wilford Tinker was the keeper. Following 

Reuben Senior’s purchase of the Goodbent Estate in May 1879, permission was granted at the 

1879 Brewster Sessions for Tinker to transfer his beerhouse licence to one of the farmhouses on 

the estate, which opened in August 1879 as the Isle of Skye. The Shepherds Boy then returned 

to residential use. 

 
116 The property is marked as “Highland Laddie” on the tithe map of 1843. 
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Ford Inn (Greenfield Road, Upperthong) 

An extant inn situated at the junction of Greenfield Road and Thick Hollins Road. Opened 

prior to the late 1840s, as marked on the first O.S. map (published 1854). Vincent Shepherd was 

the licensee from November 1892 to August 1895, and later took over the licence of the nearby 

Wood Cottage Hotel in 1897. 

Bird in the Hand (Honley Moor, Honley) 

Also known as the Bird i’th Hand, this was a former beerhouse situated on Honley Moor on 

the road to Honley (now known as Meltham Road). It is uncertain when the premises reverted 

to being a farmhouse, as it is still known as the “Bird in the Hand”. 

Royal Oak / Three Shiners (Wood Bottom, Honley) 

A now-demolished beerhouse that was situated close to the tannery at Wood Bottom in the 

township of Honley, which was on the footpath from Meltham Mills to both Crosland Mills 

and Cocking Steps Mill. According to some sources, it was also known as The Three Shiners.117 

The premises closed in 1935 after the licence renewal was refused. The Compensation 

Authority paid £987 in December 1935. 

 

 
117 Several explanations for the nickname have been suggested, the most plausible of which is that the beerhouse 

had three oil lamps in its windows.  
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Dyers Arms / Alcander’s / White House (Holt Head, Lingards) 

Situated just beyond Holt Head on the first turnpike road from Huddersfield to Marsden (part of 

the Wakefield & Austerlands Turnpike), the Dyers Arms beerhouse had become fully licensed 

by the time of the 1897 Licence Register. By then, the small and sparsely populated township of 

Lingards had been absorbed into the township of Slaithwaite. 

The premises was also nicknamed Alcander’s in the 1880s after the then landlord Alcander 

Holroyd.118 

The premises was renamed the White House circa 1940, presumably on account of its 

distinctive whitewashed exterior walls. 

Shoulder of Mutton / Travellers Rest (Chain, Marsden-in-Almondbury)  

Another premises situated on the first turnpike road from Huddersfield to Marsden, it was 

described at the 1915 Brewster Sessions as “one of the oldest in the neighbourhood” and “ill 

adapted for the trade”, and its licence renewal was refused and referred to the West Riding 

Compensation Authority. 

A datestone on the property read “1770” but it is uncertain when it was first opened as a 

licensed premises. 

The turnpike route between Huddersfield and Marsden was improved by the construction in 

1820 of what is now the A62 Manchester Road. To stop horse-drawn vehicles from using the 

old road via Holt Head (as a way of avoiding paying the toll charges on the new road), a heavy 

iron chain was strung across the road near to the Shoulder of Mutton. This led to the road 

becoming known by its current name of Chain Road. 

Travellers Rest / Travellers Inn (Blackmoorfoot, South Crosland) 

Another of the premises situated on the first turnpike road from Huddersfield to Marsden, the 

Travellers Rest (later renamed the Travellers Inn) once stood at the junction of Blackmoorfoot 

Road and Black Lane, close to the boundary of the townships of South Crosland, Linthwaite, 

and Meltham. The licensee from the 1850s until at least the 1880s was Henry France. 

The premises was included in the original newspaper list of beerhouses and inns in Meltham, 

despite being situated within the township of South Crosland. The 1879 Licence Register notes 

that the premises was owned by landowner Henry Frederick Beaumont, after whom both 

Beaumont Park and the Beaumont Arms near Netherton are named. The premises appears to 

have closed circa 1960 and was soon demolished. 

Mount Tavern / Bulls Head (Blackmoorfoot, Linthwaite) 

Now known as the Bull Head, this was originally the Mount Tavern beerhouse, again situated 

on the first turnpike road from Huddersfield to Marsden and just within the boundary of the 

township of Linthwaite. The change of name likely occurred in the early 1870s. 

 

 
118 Discovering Old Huddersfield: Part Two (1995) by Gordon and Enid Minter. 
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MAPS 

The following Google Map shows the township boundary of Meltham as indicated on the 1894 

and 1908 Ordnance Survey maps. Following a petition in February 1895 which was submitted 

by the residents of Shady Row, Meltham Mills, the Boundaries Commission ruled in March 

1896 that the boundary of Meltham should be enlarged eastwards to include the parts of 

Meltham Mills that lay within the township of Honley and also a section of Wilshaw that lay 

within the township of Netherthong.119 

Each dot marks the known (or believed) location of an inn or beerhouse. 

Map data © 2018 Google 

 
119 See “Meltham” in Huddersfield Chronicle (22 February 1895), “Local District Councils: Honley” in Huddersfield 

Chronicle (14 March 1895), and “West Riding Boundary Question” in Huddersfield Chronicle (10 March 1896). 
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The following Google Map shows the known (or believed) locations of inns or beerhouses 

around the centre of the Meltham. As the exact location of the Stiff Shackle (26) remains 

uncertain, it is not included on the map. 

Map data © 2018 Google 
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TRADE DIRECTORIES 

Where the name of the premises is not given but can be guessed, it is shown in <angle 

brackets>. A question mark indicates a degree of uncertainty and (???) means that the name of 

the premises is not known. 

Baines (1822) 

1. Eastwood John, butcher & vict. Fleece 

2. Garlick John, butcher & vict. Swan 

White & Parson (1830) 

1. Eastwood Wm. vict. and butcher, Fleece 

2. Garlick John, vict. & butcher, Swan 

3. Siddall Samuel, vict. Waggon & Horses 

Pigot’s (1834) 

Taverns & Public Houses 

1. Friendship, Jas. Johnson, Meltham mill 

2. Golden Fleece, William Eastwood, Meltham 

3. Swan, John Garlick, Meltham 

4. Waggon and Horses, Jonas Siddall, Meltham 

5. William the Fourth, James Taylor, Meltham 

Retailers of Beer 

1. Bastow Joseph, Meltham mill <Kings Life Guard> 

2. Bower John, Meltham (???) 

3. Hirst William, Thick Hollins <Smiths?> 

4. Kenworthy George, Hey <possibly Black Goose at Spark Green?> 

5. Mellor George, Meltham mill <Antwerp?> 

6. Waterhouse James, Mill moor <Kitten> 

7. Waterhouse John, Mill moor <Cat Inn> 
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Pigot’s (1841) 

1. Dyer’s Arms, Jos. Holroyd, Holthead 

2. Friendship, James Johnson, Meltham mills 

3. Golden Fleece, Joseph Eastwood 

4. Life Guardsman, Joseph Bastow, Meltham mills 

5. Rose & Crown, John Bray 

6. Swan, John Garlick 

7. Waggon & Horses, Benjn. Armitage 

8. William the Fourth, James Taylor 

Retailers of beer 

1. Armytage John (???) 

2. Bower Hannah (???) 

3. Crosland Joseph <Bell> 

4. Dyson William, Cop end <Spotted Cow > 

5. Graham Charles, Bank <Loose Pulley?> 

6. Hollingworth John, Meltham moor (???) 

7. Marsh William, Hey <presumed to be Dob Hoile> 

8. Taylor George <Th’ Owd Pig?> 

9. Taylor John, Elm (???) 

10. Waterhouse Hannah, Mill moor <Kitten> 

11. Waterhouse John, Mill moor <Cat Inn> 

White’s (1842) 

1. Beaumont Thomas, brewer 

Inns and Taverns 

1. Fleece, Joseph Eastwood (& butchr) 

2. Friendship, James Johnson 

3. King William IV, James Taylor 

4. King’s Life Guard, Joseph Bastow 

5. Swan, John Garlick (and butcher) 

6. Waggon & Horses, Geo. Kenworthy 

Beer Houses 

1. Armitage John (???) 

2. Bastow Joseph, Meltham Mills <King’s Life Guard> 

3. Bower Hannah (???) 

4. Hollingworth — (???) 

5. Marsh Wm. <presumed to be Dob Hoile> 

6. Waterhouse Han. <Kitten> 
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White’s (1853 & 1854) 

1. Beaumont Ths. & Co. brewers, &c, Meltham Mills 

Inns and Taverns 

1. Fleece, Wm. Kilburn 

2. Friendship, Meltham Mills, James Johnson, survyr 

3. King’s Life Guard, Meltham Mills, Joseph Crossley 

4. Rose & Crown, John Bray 

5. Shepherds’ Inn, John Knight 

6. Spotted Cow, Wm. Dyson 

7. Swan Inn, Henry Gill 

8. Waggon & Horses, Reuben Redfearn 

Beerhouses 

1. Crosland Joseph <Bell> 

2. Waterhouse John <Cat Inn> 

Slater’s (1855) 

Inns and Public Houses 

1. Friendship, James Johnson, Meltham Mills 

2. Golden Fleece, Charles Thomas Mann, Meltham 

3. Life Guardsman, Joseph Crossley, Meltham Mills 

4. Rose and Crown, John Bray, Meltham 

5. Shepherd’s Inn, John Knight, Dudd 

6. Spotted Cow, Wm. Dyson, Cop end 

7. Swan, Henry Gill, Meltham 

8. Wagon & Horses, Reuben Redfearn, Meltham 

Retailers of Beer 

1. Crossland Joseph, Meltham <Bell> 

2. Waterhouse John, Mill moor <Cat Inn> 

To HUDDERSFIELD, Omnibuses, from the Swan Inn, Meltham, every morning at eight and 

afternoon at four; every Tuesday morning at eleven and every Saturday afternoon at a quarter-

past two; and from the Rose and Crown, every morning at eight and afternoon at half-past two, 

Tuesday's at twelve instead of half-past two, and Saturday at a quarter-past two and every 

Tuesday and Saturday afternoon at five. 
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Post Office Directory (1857) 

1. Bamforth Timothy, Waggon & Horses 

2. Bastow Martha (Mrs.) King’s Life Guard, Meltham mills 

3. Bray John, Rose & Crown, & butcher & farmer 

4. Crosland Joseph, beer retailer <Bell> 

5. Dyson William, Spotted Cow, & farmer 

6. Gill Henry, Swan inn 

7. Johnson James, Friendship, & farmer & timber merchant, Meltham mills 

8. Knight John, beer retailer (???) 

9. Knight Sampson, Shepherds’ Inn 

10. Moorhouse Josiah, beer retailer (???) 

11. Waterhouse John, sen. beer retailer <Cat Inn> 

White’s (1858 & 1859)120 

Inns and Taverns 

1. Fleece, John Hodgson (‘bus owner) 

2. Friendship, Meltham Mills, James Johnson 

3. King’s Life Guard, Meltham Mills, Martha Bastow 

4. Rose and Crown, John Bray 

5. Shepherd’s Inn, Samson Knight 

6. Spotted Cow, Wm. Dyson 

7. Swan Inn, Henry Gill 

8. Waggon and Horses, John Siddall 

Beerhouses 

1. Crossland My. Ann <Bell> 

2. Knight John (???) 

3. Moorhouse Josiah (???) 

4. Waterhouse John <Cat Inn> 

  

 
120 The 1858 entries are repeated verbatim in the 1859 directory. 
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White’s (1866) 

Inn and Taverns 

1. Friendship, Meltham Mills, James Johnson 

2. King’s Life Guard, Richd. Wheatley Hirst 

3. Rose and Crown, John Bray 

4. Shepherd’s Inn, George Armitage 

5. Spotted Cow, William Dyson 

6. Swan Inn, Joseph Knight 

7. Waggon and Horses, David Cairns 

Beerhouses 

1. Knight Sampson <probably Brown Cow> 

2. Taylor Abraham <New Inn, Mill Moor> 

3. Waterhouse John <Cat Inn> 

White’s (1870) 

Inns and Taverns 

1. Friendship Inn, Meltham Mills, Mrs. F. Johnson 

2. New Inn, William Dixon 

3. Railway hotel, John Hollingworth 

4. Rose and Crown, George Henry Bray 

5. Swan, Joseph Knight 

6. Waggon and Horses, Thomas Shaw 

Beerhouses 

1. Knight Samson <Brown Cow?> 

2. Shaw Thomas <Travellers Rest> 

3. Taylor Abraham <New Inn, Mill Moor> 

4. Waterhouse Jno. <Cat Inn> 
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White’s (1881) 

Helme 

1. Dyson William, New inn, & farmer 

Meltham 

1. Armitage Joseph, Helme 

2. Bray Alfred, butcher, & Rose & Crown 

3. Dyson William, New inn 

4. Hirst Charles William, Railway hotel 

5. Hirst Henry, Wagon & Horses 

6. Shaw Martha (Mrs.), beer retailer, Meltham moor <Travellers Rest> 

7. Teale John Cuttell, Swan inn 

8. Waterhouse John, beer retailer <Cat Inn> 

Kelly’s (1893) 

1. Armitage Joseph, Victoria hotel 

2. Booth Schofield, Wagon & Horses P.H. 

3. Dyson William, New inn 

4. Hirst Chas. Wm. Swan inn, Market pl 

5. Hoyle Adam, Rose & Crown P.H. Market pl 

6. Shaw Martha (Mrs.), beer retailer, Meltham moor <Travellers Rest> 

7. Stead Edwin, Railway hotel, Station st 

8. Waterhouse Timothy, beer retailer <Cat Inn> 

Kelly’s (1927) 

1. Bamforth Jn. F. beer ret. Mill Moor rd <Cat Inn> 

2. Brook Harry, Rose & Crown P.H. Market pl 

3. Dyson Albert, Railway inn, Station st 

4. Halstead Chas. E. Victoria inn, Station st 

5. Radcliffe Sarah E. (Mrs.), Wagon & Horses P.H. 

6. Robinson Jn. Wm. Swan inn, Market pl 

7. Whitley Joel, beer ret. Meltham mr <Travellers Rest> 

Helme 

1. Walker Jn. New inn 

2. Whiteley Joel, beer retailer <Travellers Rest> 
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BREWERIES 

Although the majority of the inns and beerhouses in Meltham would have initially brewed their 

own ale and beer, the rise of several large breweries in the Huddersfield area during the 19th 

Century led to many premises becoming acquired as brewery assets. 

It is perhaps worth noting here that The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire (1910)121 rather 

fancifully suggests that the place name Meltham may derive from the Old Norse word melta 

which can mean “to malt” – in other words, Meltham means the “ale brewing place”.122 

Bentley & Shaw Ltd. 

The Lockwood Brewery was established by Timothy Bentley (1768-1830) in 1795 and 

eventually became the firm of Bentley & Shaw (formed c.1843 and registered as a limited 

company in October 1891). The company acquired a number of premises in the Huddersfield 

area, including: 

• Cat Inn (acquired in 1920) 

• Victoria Hotel (formerly the Golden Fleece, acquired in the mid-1860s) 

• Waggon & Horses (likely acquired in 1877 at auction) 

 

 
121 Available online: https://huddersfield.exposed/p/4637 
122 Melta is more commonly associated with places where smelting took place. Given that a number of shallow coal 

seams were mined in the Meltham area, this interpretation seems much more likely. 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/4637
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Seth Senior & Sons, Ltd. 

Established by stone mason Seth Senior (1799-1873) in 1829, brewing originally took place at 

what became the Sovereign Inn in Shepley — the name being a reference to the story that 

Senior borrowed a sovereign to start his business. Seth’s sons Reuben and James joined the 

business, which eventually became Seth Senior & Sons. The company’s acquisitions included 

the following (all acquired prior to 1879): 

• Isle of Skye Hotel (Upperthong) 

• Railway Hotel 

• Rose & Crown 

• Swan Inn 
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ODDS & SODS 

The following are items found during research that haven’t been matched up with known inns 

and beerhouses (and therefore require further research), or that contain errors in the source 

materials which might trip up those carrying out their own research. 

1. The “Magistrates in Petty Sessions” article in the Huddersfield Chronicle (3 Sep 1864) 

mentions two inns on “Meltham Moor” — the Victoria Inn, kept by George Crossley, 

and the Three Nuns Inn. This was an error on the part of the newspaper which was 

corrected the following week. George Crossley is listed in the 1861 Census as a resident 

of the Victoria beerhouse on Mirfield Moor. The Three Nuns Inn still exists on Leeds 

Road, Mirfield, but was renamed the Miller & Carter Steakhouse in 2016. 

 

2. The 1841 Census contains an entry for George Taylor (aged 65) as a retailer of beer of 

Pinfold, Meltham. George Taylor also appears in Pigot’s 1841 Directory. The only 

premises identified as being near the Pinfold are Th’ Owd Pig and The Bell. However, 

the latter is linked to Joseph Crosland who also appears in Pigot’s 1841, so more likely 

Taylor ran the former. 

 

3. John Bower and his wife Hannah (née Hirst) are listed as retailers of beer and beerhouse 

keepers in Pigot’s 1834, Pigot’s 1841 and White’s 1842. John, who was also named as a 

cow leach123, was badly injured in an accident in June 1838 and died the following year. 

Hannah, who presumably inherited most of the £50 in damages awarded to her late 

husband for the accident, is recorded as a farmer (aged 50) of Town in the 1841 Census. 

The name of their beerhouse is not known, and had presumably closed prior to the 1851 

Census when Hannah was living with her daughter Martha and son-in-law Hiram 

Earnshaw. Hannah died age 79 in 1869. 

 

4. Pigot’s 1841 lists John Taylor of Helme as a retailer of beer. It was not possible to 

identify Taylor in other records. 

 

5. John Armitage (c.1785-1858), named Armytage in Pigot’s 1841, was a grocer and 

retailer of beer on Town Street but the name of his premises remains uncertain. 

 

6. Josiah Moorhouse (1830-1901?) is listed in Post Office 1857 and White's 1858/9 as a 

beerhouse keeper. The son of shopkeeper and grocer John Moorhouse, he was a corn 

dealer and grocer of Helmet or Stove (both Wessenden Head Road) in the 1850s which 

possibly links him to the Victoria beerhouse at Lane Dike. The Huddersfield Chronicle 

reported that in December 1856, Richard Best “died very suddenly [...] whilst in a 

beerhouse, kept by Josiah Moorhouse” in Meltham. The baptismal record for his 

daughter Nancy (baptised 13 September 1857) describes him as a beer seller of Mill 

Moor. By 1860, he was a beerhouse keeper and green grocer at the Shoulder of Mutton, 

Chain Road, Marsden. Subsequently he was a mill dealer of Grove Street in 

Huddersfield (1871 Census), a hawker of Rochdale Road in Oldham (1881) and a farmer 

 
123 A cow leach was a cattle doctor. 
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at Royton in Oldham (1891). He is possibly the Josiah Moorhouse who was assisting in 

the building of the Mechanics Hall at Marsden on 11 August 1859 when his hand was 

crushed in an accident which resulted in “the amputation of several fingers”. A public 

subscription raised £16 18s. 10d. for him. 

 

7. The 1879 Licence Register contains an entry for grocer Robert Wilson who had a “beer, 

spirits and wines” off licence in Meltham. This appears to have been “cotton thread 

doubler and overlooker” Robert Wilson of Upper Mount who was born in Lancashire 

circa 1813. The owner of the property was Jonas Brook & Brothers, Meltham Mills, 

which perhaps suggests that Wilson was the licensee at the Meltham Mills Provident Co-

operative Trading Society Limited’s shop, situated on the corner of Meltham Mills Road 

and Mill Bank Road. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

The following are brief biographical entries for individuals connected to beerhouses and inns in 

Meltham. 

Unless otherwise stated, baptisms, marriages and burials in: 

• Meltham are at St. Bartholomew 

• Meltham Mills are at St. James 

• Almondbury are at All Hallows 

• Huddersfield are at St. Peter 

• Kirkburton are at All Hallows 

• Linthwaite are at Christ Church 

• Marsden are at St. Batholomew 

• Slaithwaite are at St. James 

• South Crosland are at Holy Trinity 

• Wilshaw are at St. Mary the Virgin 

In general, children from a marriage are listed in the entry for the father to avoid repetition. 

Where records have a different spelling of the person’s name, this is shown in [square brackets], 

e.g. 

• Son of John Siddall [Syddale] of Meltham, baptised 16 Apr 1797 at Meltham 

Ages (which may not be accurate124) recorded in the census or parish records are given in 

parentheses following the name or occupation, e.g. 

• 1891 Census: innkeeper (66) of Waggon & Horses, Town, Meltham 

• Married spinster Alice Taylor (31) on 6 Dec 1857 at Almondbury 

Where information (such as a beerhouse or inn name) can be deduced but not specifically stated 

on a record, it is shown in <angle brackets>. 

Unless otherwise specified, all references to the New Inn are to the premises now known as 

Wills o’ Nats at Cop End. 

Entries from trade directories are in the shortened form of Baines, White’s, Pigot’s, Slater’s or 

Kelly’s with the year given in parentheses. 

Inline references to local newspaper articles are shorted to HC (Huddersfield Chronicle) and HE 

(Huddersfield Examiner). 

  

 
124 For example, many of the ages recorded in the 1841 Census were rounded to the nearest 5 years. 



77 
 

A 

Benjamin Armitage (c.1808-1877) — clothier, manufacturer, innkeeper & farmer 

• Son of clothier Joseph Armitage and his wife Sarah (née ?), baptised 20 Mar 1808 at Meltham 

• Married innkeeper Charlotte Siddall (née Taylor) on 12 Jan 1839 at Meltham – this was the first 

ever marriage ceremony carried out at St. Bartholomew’s church 

• Children: Sarah (c.1839-?)125 

• Pigot’s 1841: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1841 Census: publican (30) of Town <Waggon & Horses> 

• 1851 Census: [late?] manufacturer (43) of Green Hey 

• 1861 Census: retired woollen manufacturer (53) of Green Hey 

• 1871 Census: widower farmer (63) of Green Hey, with stepson butcher John Siddall residing 

with him 

• Died aged 69, buried 2 Jun 1877 at Meltham 

Charlotte Armitage (c.1798-1864) — see Charlotte Siddall 

John Armitage (c.1785-1858) — beerhouse keeper & grocer 

• Married Esther (Moorhouse?)126 

• Children: Mary Ann (c.1819-?), John (c.1824-?) & George (c.1833-?) 

• Pigot’s 1841: retailer of beer, Meltham 

• 1841 Census: agriculturist (50) of Town 

• 1851 Census: widower grocer (66) of Town Street (South Side) 

• Died aged 73, buried 16 Sep 1858 at Meltham 

Joseph Armitage (c.1833-1896) — tailor & innkeeper 

• Son of warehouseman James Armitage of Almondbury 

• Married Selina Farrand (died 1870), daughter of shopkeeper Robert Farrand, on 27 Apr 1857 at 

Almondbury 

• Married Annie Eliza (or Ann Eliza) ? prior to 1874 

• Children: Elizabeth (c.1858-?), James Farrand (c.1860-1915), Lora/Laura Ann (c.1862-?)127 who 

married William Haigh, Lavinia (c.1865-?), Beatrice Alberta (1874-1917) & Annie Gertrude 

(c.1877-?) 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel by 1879 to his death 

• 1861 Census: tailor (28) of New Row, Almondbury 

• 1871 Census: widower tailor (38) of North Gate, Almondbury 

• 1881 Census: innkeeper (48) of Victoria Hotel, Wallsides 

• 1891 Census: innkeeper (58) of Victoria Hotel, Station View 

• Died 2 Nov 1896 aged 64, buried 4 Nov at Almondbury 

  

 
125 Baptised 4 Sep 1839 at Meltham. 
126 Buried 10 Aug 1848 at Meltham (no aged given). 
127 Born 17 Apr 1862, baptised 3 Aug 1862 at Almondbury. 
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Ronald Aspinall (1903-1984) - innkeeper 

• Born 3 Dec 1903, son of silk-dresser Harry Aspinal and his wife Sarah 

• 1939 Register: clerk residing at 19 Wessenden Road with Ellen 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 1 Sep 1953 to 8 Aug 1967 

• Died 29 Jan 1984 aged 80 
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B 

William Baldwin — innkeeper 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 9 Feb 1932 to 3 Oct 1933 

George Balmforth — innkeeper 

• Licensee of New Inn from 7 Mar 1882 to 2 Jun 1885 

John France Bamforth (1864-1939) — woollen weaver & innkeeper 

• Born 29 Jul 1864, son of Elias & Alice Bamforth, baptised 25 Dec 1864 at Slaithwaite 

• Married Florence Butterworth128 in 1903 

• 1911 Census: woollen weaver (46) of 11 Woodside Cottages, Scar Lane, Milnsbridge 

• Licensee of Cat Inn from 2 Apr 1912 until the closure of the premises in 1936 

• 1939 Register: retired innkeeper of 4 Mill Moor Road, Meltham 

Martha Bamforth (c.1811-1905) — see Martha Shaw 

Timothy Bamforth (c.1821-1900) — butcher, innkeeper & farmer 

• Born in Slaithwaite, son of innkeeper John Bamforth & his wife Betty, baptised 3 Feb 1822 at St. 

James, Slaithwaite 

• Married Grace Moorhouse (20) on 23 Jan 1843 at Almondbury 

• Children: John (c.1843-?), Ann (c.1845-?), Elizabeth (c.1849-?), Tom (c.1853-?), Alice (c.1855-?), 

Fred (c.1857-?), Herbert (c.1859-?) & Charles (c.1868-?) 

• 1841 Census: butcher’s apprentice (20) residing at Golden Fleece 

• 1851 Census: butcher (28) of Red Lion Inn, Marsden 

• Kelly’s 1857: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses129 

• 1861 Census: public house keeper (40) of Old Church Yard, Slaithwaite 

• 1871 Census: butcher & innkeeper (50) of Dartmouth Arms, Old Bank, Slaithwaite 

• 1881 Census: butcher & farmer (60) of Old Bank, Slaithwaite 

• 1891 Census: retired publican (70) of Old Bank, Slaithwaite 

• Died 20 Sep 1900 aged 79, buried 24 Sep 1900 at St. James, Slaithwaite 

  

 
128 Born 28 Jun 1879. 
129 The licence was transferred back to the Siddall family (who had built the inn) in July 1857. 
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George Bannister (c.1817-1901) 

• Son of clothier Joseph Bannister and his wife Sarah (née Siddall) [who married 8 Jun 1813 at 

Almondbury], baptised 14 Sep 1817 at Meltham 

• Brother of John Siddall Bannister 

• 1841 Census: overlooker (20) residing with his parents at Rashcliffe, Lockwood 

• Travelled to America circa 1850 where he married Sarah D. Cunningham (born c.1823 in 

Ireland) and is listed in U.S. Census as a weaver of Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1855, 1860, 

1865, 1870 & 1880 returns 

• Inherited a one-third share of the Waggon & Horses following death of his uncle John Siddall in 

1867, but later objected to his brother and John Siddall leasing the premises to brewer Abraham 

Knight of Huddersfield in his absence and sold his share to Alexander Walker for £600 in June 

1875 

• Became a naturalised U.S. citizen on 29 Oct 1880 at Worcester County, Massachusetts 

• Died 1901 and buried at Eastwood Cemetery, Worcester County with his wife and son George 

Jnr (1864-1925) [see Find a Grave] 

John Siddall Bannister (c.1813-1890) 

• Son of clothier Joseph Bannister and his wife Sarah (née Siddall) [who married 8 Jun 1813 at 

Almondbury], baptised 31 Oct 1813 at Meltham 

• Brother of George Bannister 

• Married Mary Weawell (35) of Bradford on 1 Dec 1850 at St. Peter, Bradford 

• Children: Sarah Siddall (c.1852-?) & Samuel Siddall (c.1859-?) 

• Inherited a one-third share of the Waggon & Horses following death of his uncle John Siddall in 

1867 

• Died 24 Feb 1890 at Westfield Cottage, Meltham 

Walter Barrick — innkeeper 

• Probably the Walter Barrick born c.1864 who died aged 69 in 1933 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 19 Apr 1910 to 18 Oct 1910 

• Declared bankrupt during summer of 1910 

Joseph Bastow (c.1790-1853) — shoe maker, landlord and innkeeper 

• Born in Bingley, son of shoe maker John Bastow 

• Married Hannah Wilson on 8 Aug 1814 at St. Peter, Bradford, who died before 1838 

• Married Martha Pearson (27) on 11 Jan 1838 at Almondbury 

• Pigot’s 1834: retailer of beer, Meltham Mills <Kings Lifeguard> 

• Pigot’s 1841: innkeeper of Life Guardsman, Meltham Mills 

• 1841 Census: publican (50) of Bent Lee <Kings Lifeguard> 

• White’s 1842: innkeeper of King’s Life Guard 

• 1851 Census: retired boot & shoe maker and proprietor of houses (62) of Bent Ley 

• Died 20 Oct 1853 aged 64, buried 23 Oct 1853 at Meltham Mills 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=133959531
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Martha Bastow (c.1810-1864) née Pearson — innkeeper 

• Born in Keswick, Cumberland, daughter of smith Judah Pearson 

• Married widower innkeeper Joseph Bastow on 11 Jan 1838 at Almondbury 

• Kelly’s 1853 innkeeper of King’s Life Guard 

• White’s 1859: innkeeper of King’s Life Guard 

• 1861 Census: victualler of Bastows Buildings, Meltham Mills <Kings Lifeguard> 

• Died 10 Oct 1864 aged 53, buried 13 Oct 1864 at Meltham Mills 

Schofield Booth (c.1856-1912) — woollen spinner & innkeeper 

• Born at Paddock, son of spinner Robert Schofield & his wife Betty (née Booth)130 

• Married weaver Clara Cook131 (25) of Kirkburton on 19 May 1883 at Kirkburton 

• Children: Willie (1883-?)132, Lucy Ellen (1886-?)133, Florence Ann (1888-1894)134, Harry (1890-

1894)135, Jim (c.1893-?), Herbert (c.1895-?)136 & Nellie (c.1898-?) 

• 1891 Census: woollen spinner (35) of Market Street, Marsh 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 30 Jun 1891 to 3 Dec 1907 

• Kelly’s 1893: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1901 Census: innkeeper (45) of Waggon & Horses, Market Place 

• 1911 Census: retired publican (55) of 120 Bradford Road, Huddersfield 

• Died 26 Oct 1912, leaving an estate valued at £2,077 6s. 8d., buried 30 Oct 1912 at All Hallows, 

Kirkburton 

Fred Bottomley 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 11 Feb 1930 to 2 Oct 1934 

Hannah Bower (c.1790-1869) née Hirst — farmer & beerhouse keeper 

• Married John Bower on 19 Apr 1813 at Almondbury 

• Pigot’s 1841: beerhouse keeper, Meltham 

• 1841 Census: farmer (50) of Town 

• White’s 1842: beerhouse keeper, Meltham 

• 1851 Census: widow (62) of Town Street (South Side), residing with her daughter Martha and 

son-in-law stone mason & farmer Hiram Earnshaw 

• 1861 Census: widow (72) of Tanner Hill, residing with her daughter Martha and son-in-law 

stone mason Hiram Earnshaw 

• Died aged 79, buried 19 Jan 1869 at Meltham 

  

 
130 His parents married on 20 Jan 1856 at Almondbury. The fact he took his mother’s surname implies Schofield 

was perhaps born prior to the wedding. 
131 Daughter of shopkeeper James Cook. Died 31 Dec 1937 aged 79, buried at Kirkburton. 
132 Born 12 Oct 1883, baptised 18 Nov 1883 at Kirkburton. 
133 Born 11 Mar 1886, baptised 120 Jun 1886 at Kirkburton. 
134 Born 7 Jan 1888, baptised 1 Apr 1888 at Kirkburton. 
135 Born 26 May 1890, baptised 31 Aug 1890 at Kirkburton. 
136 Baptised 2 May 1895 at Kirkburton. 



82 
 

John Bower (c.1791-1839) — clothier & beerhouse keeper 

• Married Hannah Hirst of Meltham on 19 Apr 1813 at Almondbury 

• Children: Martha (c.1813-?)137, George (c.1814-?)138, James (c.1817)139 & Matthew (c.1820-

1834)140 

• Pigot’s 1834: beerhouse keeper, Meltham 

• June 1838: Seriously injured when he was thrown from a horse-drawn gig near Elland Bridge141 

• Died aged 48, buried 9 Sep 1839 at Meltham 

Martha Bower (c.1806-1884) – see Mary Dyson 

Alfred Bray (c.1842-1890) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of innkeeper John Bray and his wife Eliza (née Redfearn), baptised 23 Jan 1842 at Meltham 

• Married Ruth Hampshire in 1866 

• Children: Thomas Allen (c.1867-1917)142 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 29 Oct 1879 to 14 Aug 1888 

• 1881 Census: butcher & innkeeper (39) of Rose & Crown, Market Place 

• White’s 1881: Rose & Crown 

• Died 22 Jan 1890 

George Henry Bray (c.1846-1878) 

• Son of innkeeper John Bray and his wife Eliza (née Redfearn), baptised 28 Feb 1847 at Meltham 

• Married Charlotte Bray (c.1841-1876)143, daughter of David Bray of Golcar and his wife Ellen, 

on 17 Aug 1868 at St. John, Golcar 

• Children: John Starkey Bray (c.1869-1899)144 

• White’s 1870: Rose & Crown 

• 1871 Census: publican (26) of Town Gate, Rose & Crown 

• Died 24 Feb 1878 aged 31, buried 28 Feb at Meltham 

  

 
137 Baptised 25 Apr 1813 at Meltham. Married farmer Hiram Earnshaw. 
138 Baptised 11 Dec 1814 at Meltham. 
139 Baptised 16 Mar 1817 at Meltham. 
140 Baptised 29 Oct 1820 at Meltham. 
141 “Nisi Prius Court, York Castle: Bower v. Farrer” in York Herald (16/Mar/1839). Bower told the court that the 

injury to his leg would leave him lame for life and he was awarded £50.  
142 Licensee of the Ford Inn, Upperthong, from 1 Jul 1890 to 15 Nov 1892 and 17 Dec 1895 to 22 Jan 1901. 

Licensee of the New Inn, Austonley, from 2 Aug 1904 to 22 Mar 1910. 
143 Died aged 35, buried 8 Apr 1876 at Meltham. 
144 Baptised 24 Jan 1869 at Meltham. Married Hilda Jane Ann Jones on 24 Mar 1890 at Huddersfield. Died aged 

30. 
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John Bray (c.1812-1868) — master butcher, farmer & innkeeper 

• Born in Golcar 

• Married Eliza Redfearn (c.1815-1862), eldest daughter of manufacturer James Redfearn (later 

innkeeper of Waggon & Horses) and his wife Eliza (née Oldfield), on 7 January 1836 at 

Almondbury 

• Children: John (c.1838-?), Charles (c.1840-?), Alfred (c.1842-?), Edwin (c.1844-?), George Henry 

(c.1846-1878), Sarah (c.1848-?), Joe (c.1850-?) & David James (c.1856-?) 

• Pigot’s 1841: Rose & Crown 

• 1841 Census: publican (25) of Town <Rose & Crown> 

• Aug 1848: reprimanded at the Brewster Sessions for serving alcohol after hours 

• 1851 Census: victualler, butcher & farmer (39) of Town Street South Side <Rose & Crown> 

• White’s 1854: Rose & Crown 

• Slater’s 1855: Rose & Crown 

• Kelly’s 1857: Rose & Crown 

• Apr 1858: fined 1s. plus expenses for serving alcohol on the afternoon of Good Friday 

• Initiated into the Meltham Lodge of Peace (Freemasons) on 31 Jul 1858 

• White’s 1859: Rose & Crown 

• 1861 Census: farmer, innkeeper & master butcher (49) of Town Street <Rose & Crown> 

• White’s 1866: Rose & Crown 

• Died aged 56, buried 15 February 1868 at Meltham 

John Bridgland 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 6 Jul 1971 to the inn’s closure in 1972 

Bland Brook (1869-1935) — tailor & innkeeper 

• Born 7 Nov 1869 to John & Elizabeth Ann Brook, baptised 12 Dec 1869 at Linthwaite 

• Married Lydia Beevers on 11 Mar 1896 at Linthwaite 

• Children: George (1897-1963) & Catherine (c.1899-1964)145 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 4 Aug 1914 to 7 Dec 1915 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 5 Dec 1916 to 4 Aug 1925 

• Died 21 Dec 1935 aged 66, buried 24 Dec 1935 at Linthwaite 

John Clayton Brook (1855-1913) — weaver & innkeeper 

• Born 27 Jan 1855 in Lepton, son of farm labourer Samuel Brook & his wife Mary, baptised 13 

May 1855 at St. John, Kirkheaton 

• Married spinster Rhoda Sykes (31) on 17 Sep 1888 at St. John, Lepton 

• 1901 Census: woollen weaver (46) of Leeds Road, Huddersfield 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 16 Dec 1902 to his death 

• 1911 Census: publican (56) of Rose & Crown, Meltham 

• Died aged 58 

  

 
145 Married Cyril Creaser in 1937. Died 27 Nov 1964 at Leeds. 
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Rhoda Brook (1857-1934) née Sykes 

• Born 11 Aug 1857, daughter of weaver George Sykes & his wife Sally, baptised 28 Sep 1857 at 

Almondbury 

• Married widower weaver John Clayton Brook (33) on 17 Sep 1888 at St. John, Lepton 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 2 Dec 1913 to 6 Oct 1926 

• Died aged 77 

Harry Brooke 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 6 Oct 1926 to 6 Aug 1935 

Walter Nelson Butler (1876-1963) 

• Born Cockerham, Lancashire 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 26 Mar 1907 to 19 Apr 1910 

• Married Gertrude Shaw Wainwright on 27 Dec 1908 at Huddersfield 

• 1911 Census: hotel keeper (34) of Ship Hotel, Colwyn Bay, Wales 
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C 

Harold Cadwell 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 4 Aug 1942 to 1 Sep 1953 

David Cairns (c.1824-1905) — beer retailer, innkeeper, land surveyor & joiner 

• Born in Edinburgh, Scotland 

• Married Elizabeth Pogson146 in 1849 at Huddersfield 

• 1851 Census: land surveyor & retailer of beer (26) of Farside Rugh, near Cop End 

• 1861 Census: innkeeper (36) of Town Street <Waggon & Horses> 

• White’s 1866: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1871 Census: joiner (47) of Manor House Yard 

• 1881 Census: house joiner of Nether End (57) 

• Died 16 Sep 1905 aged 82 at Meltham during a meeting at the Freemasons’ Lodge of Peace147 

Thomas Cank 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 15 Nov 1892 to 25 June 1895 

William Henry Carter 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 1 Aug 1944 to 5 Oct 1954 

William Chapman 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 18 Oct 1910 to 3 Dec 1912 

Joseph Chappell 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 1 May 1888 to 15 Nov 1892 

Wilson Coldwell 

• Probably the Wilson Coldwell born c.1859 in Austonley who died aged 75 in 1934 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 30 Aug 1932 to 13 Feb 1934 

John Francis Corbett 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 1 Sep 1953 to 4 Dec 1962 

John Creaser 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 13 Feb 1934 to 6 Aug 1935 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 6 Aug 1935 to 6 Dec 1938 

 
146 Died 10 Dec 1882 aged 68 at Meltham. 
147 “Tragic Death at Meltham: Freemason Expires After Vote of Condolence” in Yorkshire Evening Post (18 Sep 

1905). 
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Alice Crosland (1880-?) – see Alice Waterhouse 

Joseph Crosland (c.1805-1857) 

• Likely born 19 Mar 1805, the son of Jeremiah Crosland and his wife Nancy (née Armitage), 

baptised 13 Apr 1805 at Huddersfield 

• Married Mary Ann Thewlis of Meltham on 28 Jun 1830 at St. David, Holmbridge 

• Children: Jeremiah (c.1831-?), Alfred (c.1833-?), John (c.1836-?), Martha Ann (c.1838-?), Allen 

(1840-1901)148, Joseph (c.1847-?) & Hannah Elizabeth (c.1850-?) 

• 1841 Census: clothier (35) of Lower Hill 

• Pigot’s 1841: retailer of beer <The Bell> 

• 1851 Census: wool dyer’s labourer & beer shop keeper (46) of Lower Hill <The Bell> 

• Slater’s 1855: beerseller of Meltham <The Bell> 

• Kelly’s 1855: beer retailer <The Bell> 

• Died aged 52, buried 22 Apr 1857 at Meltham 

Mary Ann Crosland (c.1808-1868) née Thewlis 

• Baptised 10 Sep 1809 at Meltham, daughter of James Thewlis and his wife Sarah (née Earnshaw) 

• Married Joseph Crosland of Meltham on 28 Jun 1830 at St. David, Holmbridge 

• Licensee of The Bell following her husband’s death 

• Oct 1857: fined 2s. 6d. plus expenses for keeping her beerhouse open after 11pm 

• White’s 1859: beerhouse keeper <The Bell> 

• 1861 Census: widow beer retailer (52) of Greensend <The Bell> 

• Died aged 61, buried 22 July 1868 at Meltham 

Henry Cross (1902-1956) 

• Born 10 Jul 1902, son of William Henry Cross 

• Married Louie Wrigley on 16 Feb 1926 at Marsden 

• 1939 Register: foreman well engineer (heavy work) of 45 Brougham Road, Marsden 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 6 Dec 1955 until his death 

Louie Cross (1904-1979) née Wrigley 

• Born 23 Jul 1904, daughter of mill hand Charlie Wrigley and his wife Mary Jane (née ?), 

baptised 22 Jul 1905 at Marsden 

• Married engineer Henry Cross on 16 Feb 1926 at Marsden 

• 1939 Register: woollen weaver of 45 Brougham Road, Marsden 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 4 Dec 1956 to 3 Sep 1963 

• Died aged 75149, ashes buried 4 Oct 1979 at Marsden 

  

 
148 Worked as a bill poster and greengrocer of Greensend. Died 25 Oct 1901. 
149 Resided at 27 Mount Road, Marsden. 
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Joseph Crossley 

• Possibly the Joseph Crossley born 19 Oct 1825 to labourer Joseph Crossley and his wife Grace 

(née Shaw) of Cross Lane who was baptised 8 Jan 1826 at Almondbury 

• Possibly the Joseph Crossley listed in the 1841 Census as a coal miner (15) of Meltham 

• White’s 1854: innkeeper of Kings Life Guard, Meltham Mills 

• Slaters 1855: innkeeper of Life Guardsman, Meltham Mills 

• Possibly the Joseph Crossley who was the landlord of the Spotted Cow, Salendine Nook, in the 

mid-1860s150 

Ada Crow (1906-1986?)  - see Ada Walker 

Mary Ann Crowther 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 8 Aug 1967 to 6 Jul 1971 

 

  

 
150 There is a Joseph Crossley (c.1849-?) listed as a “common brewer” of Golcar in the 1871 Census. 
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D 

Frances Ann Davenport (c.1836-1901) née Foster (or Forster?) 

• Born in Congleton, Cheshire 

• Married gardener William Davenport (c.1833-1877) on 17 Dec 1855 at Astbury, Stafford 

• Children: Edward (1856-?)151, Ada Mary (c.1861-1899)152, Elizabeth A. (c.1866-?), Fanny 

(c.1870-?)153 & Emma (1872-?)154 

• Licensee of Duke of Edinburgh Inn by 1879 to 24 May 1881 

• 1881 Census: widow publican (46) of Wood Cottage Hotel, Harden Hill 

• 1891 Census: widow (56) of Town End Green, Austonley 

• Buried 5 Feb 1901 at Wilshaw 

Hannah Dawson (c.1780-1852) – see Hannah Waterhouse 

Harry Cecil Dawson 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 3 Oct 1933 to 7 Aug 1951 

Gerald Dearnley 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 14 Aug 1968 to 2 Feb 1971 

Herbert Dickinson 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 5 Dec 1916 to 2 Oct 1923 

Albert Dyson 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 2 Jun 1914 to 13 Feb 1917 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 1 Apr 1919 to 30 Aug 1932 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 30 Aug 1932 to 13 Feb 1934 

George Dyson (c.1826-?) 

• Most likely son of Nathaniel Dyson and his wife Grace (née Kinder) who was baptised 3 Feb 

1826 at Meltham, and therefore brother of William Dyson (aka Will o’ Nat) 

• Married Sarah Ann Brown (aged 20), daughter of farmer John Brown, on 20 Aug 1847 at 

Huddersfield 

• Children: Nathaniel (c.1847-?)155 

• Licensee of Swan Inn by Dec 1848 to c.1851?156 

  

 
151 Born 27 Oct 1856, baptised 16 Aug 1857 at Astbury, Cheshire. 
152 Married Harry Goddard on 23 Dec 1884 at Holmbridge. Died aged 38 at Ramsden Hotel, buried 21 Jul 1899 at 

Holmbridge. 
153 Married Fred Roberts on 5 Jan 1899 at Holmbridge. 
154 Born 3 Oct 1872, baptised 23 Mar 1873 at Didsbury. 
155 Baptised 6 Dec 1847 with father’s occupation recorded as innkeeper of Meltham. 
156 George Dyson and his family seem to vanish from the historical records by 1850. 
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James William Dyson (c.1848-1903) 

• Son of William Dyson and his wife Mary (née Bower?) 

• Married widow Alice Ann Broadhead (née Hirst)157 on 12 Dec 1878 at Helme 

• Brother-in-law of innkeeper Charles William Hirst (brother of Alice Ann) of Railway Hotel and 

Swan Inn 

• Licensee of New Inn from 2 Jun 1885 to 13 Sep 1898 

• 1881 Census: farmer (32) of Spotted Cow Inn, Cop End 

• 1891 Census: farmer & innkeeper (43) of New Inn, Cop End 

• 1901 Census: retired farmer (53) of New Road, Meltham 

• Died 28 Nov 1903, aged 55 

John Dyson (c.1800-1874) 

• Born in South Crosland 

• Worked as a grocer and possibly linked to Loose Pulley 

• His son Samuel Wilson Dyson (c.1847-1882)158 married Elizabeth Ann Oldfield in 1871, 

daughter of Frances Oldfield (née Hutchinson) and stepdaughter of James Johnson (innkeeper of 

Friendship Inn, Meltham Mills) 

• 1851 Census: provision agent (49) of Bent Ley 

• 1861 Census: grocer (60) of Bank Buildings 

• 1871 Census: widower grocer (70) of Bank Buildings 

• Died aged 74, buried 10 Dec 1874 at Meltham Mills 

Mary Dyson (c.1806-1884) née Bower(?) 

• Wife of innkeeper William Dyson 

• Licensee of New Inn from 21 Jun 1881 to 7 Mar 1882 

• Died aged 79, buried 13 Nov 1884 at Helme 

Mary Dyson 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 13 Feb 1917 to 1 Apr 1919 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 13 Feb 1934 to 5 Jun 1934 

  

 
157 Born c.1838, daughter of Charles Brook Hirst (of Bank Cottage, Mill Bank Road) and his wife Sarah (née 

Mouldeycliffe). Married Firth Broadhead (1833-1863) of Holmfirth. Died 2 Apr 1906 aged 69. 
158 Grocer Samuel Dyson of Meltham was sentenced on 24 Mar 1882 for being “drunk and incapable”. He died in 

1882 and was buried on 20 Sep at South Crosland. 
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Nathaniel Dyson (c.1815-1846) 

• Son of corn miller Timothy Dyson (of Meltham Mills?) and his wife Mary, baptised 19 Jan 1815 

at Meltham 

• Married Sarah Redfearn on 17 May 1835 

• Father of Elizabeth Lockwood (c.1837-1904)159, John (c.1839-?)160, & Ann (c.1846-?)161 

• 1841 Census: corn miller (25) of Meltham Mills 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 7 Jul 1846 to his death 

• Died aged 31 at Holmfirth on 26 Nov 1846 after a short illness, buried 30 Nov at Meltham 

Sarah Dyson (1812-1847) née Redfearn 

• Born 19 Oct 1812, daughter of David Redfearn (overlooker at Brook’s Meltham Mills) 

• Distant cousin of the Redfearns (licensees of the Waggon & Horses in the 1850s) 

• Married Nathaniel Dyson (c.1815-1846) on 17 May 1835 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from Jan 1847 to her death? 

• Died aged 34, buried 12 Sep 1847 at Meltham 

• Orphans Elizabeth Lockwood & Ann were then raised by grandparents David & Martha 

Redfearn of Meltham Mills (1851 Census) 

William Dyson (c.1807-1881) — weaver, innkeeper & farmer 

• Believed to be the son of Nathaniel Dyson (c.1779-1845)162 and his wife Grace (née Kinder) who 

married in April 1801 [i.e. “William o’ Nathaniel” aka “Will o’ Nats”], born 27 Jan 1807 and 

baptised 1 Mar 1807 at Meltham163 

• Likely the brother of George Dyson who was licensee of Swan Inn c.1850 

• Married Mary (probably the Mary Bower164 who married William Dyson on 9 Apr 1826 at 

Almondbury) 

• Children: Lee (c.1842-?) & James William (c.1848-1903) 

• Licensee of Spotted Cow Inn until 21 Jun 1881 

• 1841 Census: weaver (30) of Cop End 

• 1851 Census: innkeeper & farmer (44) of Cop End <Spotted Cow Inn> 

• 1861 Census: innkeeper & farmer (54) of Cop End <Spotted Cow Inn> 

• 1871 Census: innkeeper & farmer (64) of New Inn, Cop End 

• 1881 Census: innkeeper (74) of Spotted Cow Inn, Cop End 

• Died aged 74, buried 10 Jun 1881 at Helme 

 

  

 
159 Baptised 26 Feb 1837 at Meltham. Married joiner Charles Myers in 1859. She was named after her father’s sister 

Elizabeth Lockwood Dyson (c.1825-1827) who died in childhood. 
160 Baptised 2 Aug 1839 at Meltham Mills. Father “corn miller of Meltham Mills”. 
161 Baptised 10 Jan 1847 at Meltham. Father “innkeeper of Meltham” ...although not marked as deceased! 
162 Nathaniel Dyson of Mill Moor (son of John baptised 31 Oct 1779?) was buried on 5 Apr 1845 at Meltham. 
163 William is named as “Will o’ Nats” in “Assault Over a Water Dispute” in Huddersfield Chronicle (8 July 1871). 
164 Benjamin Bower (aged 10) is listed residing with housekeeper Grace Dyson (i.e. William’s mother) at Mill Moor 

in the 1841 Census, which supports a link to the Bower family. 
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E 

Nimrod Earnshaw (1830-1890) – stone mason, builder & beerhouse keeper 

• Son of stone mason James Earnshaw and his wife Catherine, baptised 7 Nov 1830 at Meltham 

• Married Margaret Waterhouse, daughter of beerhouse keeper John Waterhouse of the Cat Inn, 

on 5 May 1851 at Almondbury 

• 1861 Census: publican, beer seller & stone mason (30) of Mill Moor <Cat Inn> 

• 1871 Census: builder (40) of Factory Lane, Meltham 

• Married Betty Taylor in 1875 

• 1881 Census: builder & farmer (50) of Town Bottom 

• Died aged 59 on 13 Mar 1890 

• Local building works: 

o Repairs to Meltham gasometer (following explosion in 1865) 

o Meltham Mills Convalescent Home between (1869-71) 

o National Schools at Helme (c.1872) 

o Renovation of St. Bartholomew’s Church (1877-78) 

Joseph Eastwood (?-1782) — brewer & innkeeper 

• Innkeeper of Meltham from at least the early 1750s until his death <presumed to be Woolpack> 

• Possibly married Martha Taylor on 18 Sep 1746 at Almondbury, although his occupation is 

given as “clothier” 

• Children: Joseph (c.1751-1834)165, George (c.1754-1822)166, John (c.1756-?)167, Priscilla (c.1759-

1779)168, Hannah (c.1762-?)169, probably William (c.1766-1835), Luke (c.1767-1834)170 & Rebecca 

(c.1764-1767)171 

• Buried 20 Jun 1782 at Meltham 

Joseph Eastwood (1805-1847) — innkeeper 

• Born 4 Feb 1805, son of William Eastwood and his wife Susan (née Holroyd), baptised 21 Feb 

1805 at Meltham 

• Married Harriet Barker of South Crosland, second daughter of innkeeper William Barker 

(Beaumont Arms, Netherton), on 5 Feb 1838 at Almondbury 

• Innkeeper of the Golden Fleece from at least 1837 (more likely 1835) until his death 

• 1841 Census: publican (35) of Town <Golden Fleece> 

• Licence temporarily suspended at the 1846 Brewster Sessions 

• Died aged 42, buried 3 Jun 1847 at Meltham 

Mary Elizabeth Eastwood (c.1855-1907) – see Mary Elizabeth Hirst 

Sarah Elizabeth Eastwood (1880-1937?) – see Sarah Elizabeth Radcliffe 

 
165 Baptised 14 Sep 1751 at Meltham. Died aged 82, buried 10 Apr 1834 at Meltham. 
166 Baptised 27 Apr 1754 at Meltham. Married Sep 1777 to Elizabeth Woodhead (died 1797). Died aged 68, buried 

15 May 1822 at Meltham. 
167 Baptised 6 Nov 1756 at Meltham. 
168 Baptised 16 May 1759 at Meltham. Buried 14 Dec 1779 at Meltham. 
169 Baptised 2 Feb 1762 at Meltham. 
170 Baptised 31 May 1767 at Meltham. Died aged 66, buried 4 May 1834 at Meltham. 
171 Baptised 12 Jun 1764 at Meltham. Buried 26 Sep 1767 at Meltham. 
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William Eastwood (c.1766-1835) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of butcher Joseph Eastwood of Bankfoot, baptised 19 Feb 1766 at Meltham — this is 

probably brewer & innkeeper Joseph (?-1782)172 

• Married Susan Holroyd in 1805 

• Children: Joseph (c.1805-1847) 

• Innkeeper of the Woolpack/Golden Fleece from at least 1803 until his death 

• Named as a Freemason in Leeds Times 14 Mar 1835 article about the laying of the foundation 

stone of the St. Bartholomew clock tower 

• Died aged 69, buried 12 Oct 1835 at Meltham 

John Evans 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 3 Jun 1930 to 9 Feb 1932 

 

 

  

 
172 The baptismal records for Joseph’s other children refer to him as an innkeeper or brewer of Meltham, and make 

no reference to Bankfoot. 
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F 

Frances Ann Foster (c.1836-1901) – see Frances Ann Davenport   
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G 

James Garlick (1714?-1748) — innkeeper 

• Possibly the Jacobus Garlick baptised 22 Aug 1714 at Almondbury, son of Carolus (i.e. Charles) 

Garlick who moved to Meltham following his marriage in 1697 to Mary Kenion (i.e. Kenyon) 

• Possibly married Martha Johnson circa 1735 

• Children: Hannah (c.1738-?), Ann (c.1740-1740), James (c.1742-1788?), Thomas (c.1742-?) & 

Martha (c.1745-1745) 

• Named as an innkeeper of Meltham in the baptismal records for his children, the burial record 

for daughter Ann, and also in his burial register entry<presumably Shoulder of Mutton> 

• Buried 15 Feb 1748 at Meltham 

James Garlick (c.1742-1788) — brewer & butcher 

• Son of innkeeper James Garlick of Meltham, baptised 23 Aug 1742 

• Probably married Elizabeth Smith on 25 Feb 1764 at Almondbury 

• Children: John (c.1765-1841), James (c.1767-1849)173, Joshua (c.1769-1791)174, Joseph (c.1771-

1771), Lydia (c.1771-?), Martha (c.1772-1774), John (c.1773-1882?), Jonas (c.1774-1775), 

Hannah (c.1775-1777?), Grace (c.1779-?), Sally (c.1782-?) & Thomas (c.1784-1787) 

• Initially named as a brewer of Meltham in the baptismal records for his children, then as a 

butcher 

• Licence Registers 1771, 1773, 1777, 1778 & 1781: innkeeper of Meltham Half <Shoulder of 

Mutton> 

• Died 19 Oct 1788 aged 46, buried 22 Oct 1788 at Meltham175 

John Garlick (c.1765-1841) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of brewer & butcher James Garlick & his wife Elizabeth (née Smith), baptised 6 Mar 1765 at 

Meltham 

• Married Nancy Kinder176 on 25 Sep 1786 at Almondbury 

• Children: Betty (c.1787-1822), James (c.1789-1792), George (c.1793-1799), Martha (c.1796-?), 

Nancy (c.1798-?), John (1801-1856?) & Jonas (1803-1867) 

• Licence Register 1803: innkeeper of Shoulder of Mutton 

• Baines’ 1822: butcher & victualler, Swan 

• White & Parson 1830: victualler & butcher, Swan (although this could be his son) 

• Pigot’s 1834: Swan (although this could be his son) 

• 1841 Census: independent means (75) residing with son Jonas 

• Died 28 Oct 1841 aged 76, buried 30 Oct 1841 at Meltham177 

  

 
173 This is the James Garlick mentioned in the Rev. Joseph Hughes’ The History of the Township of Meltham 

(published 1866). He owned land and multiple properties in Meltham, which were auctioned on 8 December 1852. 

See “Sales by Auction” in Huddersfield Chronicle (20 Nov 1852) for details of the lots in the auction. 
174 Died 2 Jun 1791 aged 21, buried at Meltham with his father. 
175 The Garlick’s plot is located in the graveyard near to the church’s main door. 
176 Probably the daughter of clothier William Kindar/Kinder who was baptised 4 Sep 1765 at Meltham. 
177 John was named as a “butcher and innkeeper” in the announcement of his death in The Northern Star (13 

November 1841). 

https://huddersfield.exposed/p/998
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John Garlick (1801-1856) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of butcher & innkeeper John Garlick & his wife Nancy (née Kinder), baptised 27 Apr 1801 

at Meltham 

• Married Martha Taylor (35), daughter of cloth merchant George Taylor, on 27 Feb 1840 at 

Almondbury 

• White & Parson 1830: victualler & butcher, Swan (although this could be his father) 

• Pigot’s 1834: Swan (although this could be his father) 

• Pigot’s 1841: Swan 

• 1841 Census: publican (35) of Swan Inn, Top of the Town178 

• White’s 1841: innkeeper & butcher, Swan 

• Licence for Swan Inn transferred to Nathaniel Dyson on 7 Jul 1846 

• Declared an insolvent debtor in Oct 1846179 

• 1851 Census: butcher (50) of Brow 

• Died aged 55, buried 3 May 1856 at Meltham 

Henry Gill 

• Licensee of Swan Inn by Apr 1853 to Mar 1860(?) 

• 1855: fined 17 shillings for permitting drunkenness on the evening of 28 May (Whit Monday) 

• Apr 1858: fined 1s. plus expenses for serving alcohol on the afternoon of Good Friday 

Charles Graham (c.1799-1876) 

• Born in Emley, son of labourer Henry Graham and his wife Charlotte, baptised 25 Dec 1799 at 

Emley 

• Married widow beer shop keeper Betty Walshaw (35) of Mill Bank on 26 Dec 1839 at Meltham 

• Children: Elizabeth Graham (c.1842-1876?)180 & Mary Graham (c.1844-?)181 

• 1839: working as a blacksmith at Lane Dike at the time of his marriage 

• 1841 Census: blacksmith (40) of Mill Bank 

• Pigot’s 1841: beer retailer of Bank (i.e. Mill Bank) <Loose Pulley?> 

• Following his wife’s death in 1844 he moved to Sheffield (leaving his children behind) where he 

worked as a whitesmith and blacksmith until at least the 1860s 

• 1871 Census: widower blacksmith (71) living with daughter Elizabeth and her husband farmer 

Edwin Taylor at Moor Ford Hill on Red Lane 

• Died on 7 May 1876 aged 76 at a workhouse182, buried 11 May at Meltham 

  

 
178 The James Garlick (aged 10) residing with him is his nephew (son of Jonas). 
179 See “Leeds Court of Bankruptcy” notice in Leeds Intelligencer (24 Oct 1846). 
180 Baptised 31 Jul 1842 at Meltham. 1851 Census is a servant (aged 9) of John Pogson of Golcar Brow. Illegitimate 

son Wright born c.1860. Married farmer Edwin Taylor, son of James Taylor, on 9 Sep 1861 at Almondbury. 
181 1851 Census is aged 7 lodging with Alice Pashley at Golcar Brow. Likely married Job Cock in 1862. 
182 The workhouse isn’t named on his burial register entry, but was likely Crosland Moor Workhouse. 
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Joseph Green (c.1803-?) 

• Born in Yateholme, son of John Green and his wife Hannah (née Micklethwaite), baptised 7 Jul 

1803 

• Married Lydia Sanderson, daughter of clothier Charles Sanderson, on 30 Jul 1843 at Kirkburton 

• Children: Elizabeth (c.1846-?), Ann (c.1850-?), Sarah (c.1856-?), Emor (c.1858-1859)183 & Eliza 

Ann (c.1860-?) 

• 1850s: landlord of unnamed premises in Yateholme and Ramsden (both Holme) 

• Licensee of Swan Inn by Mar 1860 to ...? 

• Mar 1860: fined 5s. plus expenses for Sunday opening (HC 31 Mar 1860) 

• Licensee of Golden Fleece by Aug 1860 to …? 

• Aug 1860: fined £2 plus expenses for allowing gaming (HC 4 Aug 1860) 

• Aug 1860: licence suspended at annual Brewster Sessions (HC 25 Aug 1860)184 

• 1861 Census: innkeeper (57) of Wall Sides <Golden Fleece> 

• By 1864, was a landlord of a premises at Victoria Mill near Holmfirth (HC 10 Sep 1864) 

  

 
183 Died 27 Mar 1859, see Huddersfield Chronicle (2 Apr 1859). 
184 According to coverage of the Adjourned Sessions in HC 29 Sep 1860, Green’s licence was not renewed. 

However, presumably he appealed as he was listed as the innkeeper in the 1861 Census. 
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H 

Herbert Haigh 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 14 Feb 1928 to 30 Aug 1932 

Lawrence Haigh 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 3 Aug 1948 to …? 

Thomas Haigh 

• Licensee of Isle of Skye (Upperthong) from 6 Aug 1929 to 6 Dec 1938 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 6 Dec 1938 to 3 Aug 1948 

William Haigh (c.1862-?) 

• Son of miner David Haigh and his wife Mary 

• Married Laura Ann Armitage, daughter of innkeeper Joseph Armitage (Victoria Hotel), on 27 

Jan 1886 at Meltham 

• Children: Ethel M. (c.1888-?) & James Farrand (c.1894-?) 

• 1891 Census: woollen weaver (29) of Hollingworth Green 

• 8 Nov 1894: injured his ribs when the floor of the weaving shed at Sefton Mills collapsed during 

an auction – the auctioneer, John Waterhouse Taylor (son of former beerhouse keeper Abraham 

Taylor), died from his injuries 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 16 Mar 1897 to 27 Mar 1906 

• 1901 Census: publican (38) of Victoria Hotel 

• 1911 Census: licensed victualler (49) of Crown Hotel, Westgate, Huddersfield 

Samuel Stanley Hale (1912-1987) 

• Born 8 Sep 1912 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 3 Sep 1963 to 14 Aug 1968 

Charles Edmund Halstead (1882-?) — millwright & innkeeper 

• Born in Marsden, son of Edmund Halstead, and baptised 22 Oct 1882 at Marsden 

• Married Fanny Bottomley, daughter of Enoch Bottomley, on 22 Sep 1906 at Milnsbridge 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 2 Oct 1923 to 5 Apr 1927 

James Hampshire (c.1846-1900) — publican 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 30 Sep 1884 to 1 May 1888 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 14 Aug 1888 to 5 May 1891, after which he took over the 

licence of the Isle of Syke (Upperthong) at Wessenden Head until his death in May 1900 
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Timothy Hanrahan (1897-1963) 

• Born 2 Oct 1897 

• Married Alice Wilkinson in 1922 at Huddersfield and worked as a chauffeur (1939 Register) 

• During the 1950s and 60s, he was a licensee mostly in the Halifax area 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 5 Oct 1954 to Oct 1955185 

• Died aged 65 in the Bradford area 

Norah Harper (c.1890-1977) — see Norah Stead (c.1890-1977) née Harper 

Firth Hinchliffe — joiner & innkeeper 

• Married widow innkeeper Sarah Ellen Shepherd (1864-1919) in 1901, with whom he had one 

child: James (1904-1974) 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 17 Dec 1901 to 28 Mar 1905 

John Hinchliff (c.1802-?) — beerhouse keeper 

• Jul 1848: fined 14s. 6d. for allowing drinking during prohibited hours on Sunday 9 July 

• 1851 Census: beer seller & farmer (49) of Oddfellows Arms, Thick Hollins 

Charles Brook Hirst (1884-1913) 

• Born 23 Dec 1884 at Meltham, son of Charles William Hirst and his wife Mary Elizabeth (née 

Eastwood), baptised 1 Feb 1885 at Meltham Mills 

• Married Mary Walters in 1908 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 24 Mar 1908 to 8 Feb 1910 

• Died 11 Sep 1913 in Surrey 

  

 
185 The next recorded licence transfer at the Swan is recorded as Dec 1955, which suggests the inn was without a 

landlord for two months. 
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Charles William Hirst (c.1850-1900) — innkeeper 

• Born in Netherthong, son of farmer & cropper Charles Brook Hirst186 and his wife Sarah (née 

Mouldeycliffe) 

• Brother of Hannah Hirst (1831-1887)187 who married John Waterhouse Taylor (son of Abraham 

Taylor of the New Inn on Mill Moor Road) who died when the floor of Sefton Mills weaving 

shed collapsed during an auction in November 1894 

• Brother of Alice Ann Hirst (c.1848-?) who married innkeeper John William Dyson of New Inn 

at Cop End 

• Married Mary Elizabeth Eastwood of Netherton on 9 Jul 1874 at South Crosland 

• Children: Charles Brook (1884-1913) & Thomas Harold (c.1888-?)188 

• 1871 Census: mechanic (22) of Bank Cottage, Mill Bank Road, Meltham 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel by 1879 to 2 Oct 1883 

• 1881 Census: publican (31) of Railway Hotel, Wall Sides, Meltham 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 2 Oct 1883 to 17 Apr 1900 

• 1891 Census: innkeeper (40) of Market Place, Meltham <Swan Inn> 

• Died 6 Feb 1900, leaving an estate valued at £3,356 111s. 8d. 

Hannah Hirst (c.1790-1869) – see Hannah Bower 

Henry Hirst (c.1825-?) 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses by 1879 to 30 Jun 1891 

• White’s 1881: Wagon & Horses 

• 1891 Census: innkeeper (66) of Waggon & Horses, Town, Meltham 

• His niece, Sarah Ellen, married farmer Vincent Shepherd and both were licensees of Wood 

Cottage Hotel 

Lawrence Hirst 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 5 Dec 1939 to 1 Aug 1944 

Mary Elizabeth Hirst (c.1855-1907) née Eastwood 

• Born in South Crosland, daughter of woolsorter Daniel Eastwood and his wife Charlotte (née 

Hirst) [daughter of brewer William Hirst of Thick Hollins] 

• Married mechanic Charles William Hirst of Meltham Mills on 9 Jul 1874 at South Crosland 

• 1881 Census: publican’s wife (26) of Railway Hotel, Wall Sides, Meltham 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 17 Apr 1900 to 24 Mar 1908 (death) 

• Died 6 Dec 1907 at Meltham 

  

 
186 Misnamed “Charles Luke Hirst” in the 1874 marriage register entry. Likely born c.1807 at Wilshaw and died 12 

May 1883 at Bank Cottage, Meltham. 
187 Born 21 Oct 1831 and baptised 6 Feb 1832 at Holmfirth Wesleyan Chapel. According to her probate record, she 

“died 23 July 1887 at the Swan Inn Meltham”. 
188 Born 5 Apr 1888 and baptised 17 Jun 1888 at Meltham Mills. 
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Richard Wheatley Hirst (1838-1874) — shoemaker & innkeeper 

• Born in Netherton in 1838, son of gardener, coachman & cordwainer (i.e. shoemaker) Richard 

Hirst and his wife Mary (née ?) 

• Married Frances Bastow (22), daughter of shoemaker & innkeeper Joseph Bastow and his wife 

Martha (née Pearson), on 1 Apr 1861 at Meltham Mills 

• Children: Martha Mary (c.1862-?), Arthur Wellington (1864-1944)189 & John (c.1868-?) 

• 1861 Census: cordwainer (22) of Bastow’s Buildings, Meltham Mills 

• White’s 1866: innkeeper of Kings Life Guard, Meltham Mills 

• 1871 Census: innkeeper of Fitzwilliam Hotel, Northgate, Huddersfield 

• Died 8 Mar 1874 aged 35, buried 11 Mar at Meltham Mills 

Thomas Henry Hirst (c.1866-1927) – cotton mill worker, cricketer & innkeeper 

• Son of mechanic Joseph Hirst and his wife Mary Ellen (née Forbisher) 

• Nephew of innkeeper Charles William Hirst 

• 8 Nov 1894: injured his neck when the floor of the weaving shed at Sefton Mills collapsed during 

an auction – his uncle, auctioneer John Waterhouse Taylor (son of former beerhouse keeper 

Abraham Taylor), died from his injuries 

• 1901 Census: professional cricketer (36) living with his aunt widow innkeeper Mary Elizabeth 

Hirst of Swan Inn 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 8 Feb 1910 to 5 Dec 1916 

• 1911 Census: landlord innkeeper of Swan Inn 

• Obituaries: Yorkshire Post (5 Apr 1927) 

William Hirst (c.1796-?) — brewer 

• Father of Charlotte Hirst who married Daniel Eastwood, whose daughter Mary Elizabeth 

Eastwood married Charles William Hirst 

• 1841 Census: brewer (45) of Thick Hollins <Smiths?> 

John Hodgson 

• Aug 1850: fined 25s & expenses for overloading his omnibus (HC 31 Aug 1850) 

• Licensee of Swan Inn by Feb 1851 to Aug 1853 

• 1851 Census: omnibus proprietor, farmer of 10 acres & innkeeper (32) of Swan Inn 

Allen Hollingworth (1730?-1776) — brewer & innkeeper 

• Also recorded as “Alan”, possibly born circa 1730 in Holmfirth 

• Married Betty Hoyle 

• Children: Aaron (?-1759)190, James (c.1761-?)191, Alan (c.1765-?)192 

• 1771-1773 Licence Registers: innkeeper of unnamed inn in Meltham Half 

• Buried 22 Jan 1776 at St. Bartholomew, Meltham 

 
189 Worked as an organ pipe maker & carpenter and lived at Crosland Moor. 
190 Buried 19 Jan 1759 at Meltham, father named as a brewer of Meltham. 
191 Baptised 5 Jul 1761 (surname appears to read “Illingworth”), father named as brewer of Meltham. James’ 

grandson was innkeeper John Hollingworth (c.1827-1883). 
192 Baptised 6 Jan 1765 at Meltham, father named as a brewer of Greensend. 
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Allen Hollingworth (c.1839-1905) — joiner, farmer & cattle dealer 

• Born in Meltham, son of carpenter & joiner James Hollingworth and wife Lydia (née Kaye), and 

baptised 5 March 1843 at Meltham 

• Young brother of John Hollingworth, who built the Railway Hotel 

• Great-grandson of innkeeper Allen Hollingworth (1730?-1776) and his wife Betty (née Hoyle) 

• Married Emma Shaw, daughter of carder David Shaw, on 13 August 1864 at Meltham Mills 

• Briefly held an off licence to sell “wine, spirits & sweet wines” from 10 Nov 1896 to 26 Jan 1897 

(formerly the licence of Charlie Roberts) 

Betty Hollingworth (?-1801) née Hoyle — innkeeper 

• Possibly the Betty Hoyle baptised 10 Sep 1738 at Huddersfield, daughter of James Hoyle of 

Slaithwaite 

• Married Allen Hollingworth 

• 1777-1781 Licence Registers: innkeeper of unnamed inn in Meltham Half 

• Died aged 73 and buried 12 May 1801 

John Hollingworth (c.1827-1883) — joiner, butcher, innkeeper & farmer 

• Born in Meltham, son of carpenter & joiner James Hollingworth and wife Lydia (née Kaye) 

• Great-grandson of innkeeper Allen Hollingworth (1730?-1776) and his wife Betty (née Hoyle) 

• Baptised 12 Aug 1827 at St. Bartholomew, Meltham 

• Married spinster Mary Woodhead (22) on 20 May 1850 at Almondbury 

• Children: Martha (1850-?)193 & Emma (c.1852-?)194 

• Pigot’s 1841: beer retailer of Meltham Moor 

• 1851 Census: joiner (23) of Meltham 

• Married spinster Alice Taylor (31) on 6 Dec 1857 at Almondbury 

• 1861 Census: licensed victualler (33) of Swan Inn 

• 1867: built Railway Hotel at reported cost of £700 

• Gains full licence for Railway Hotel at 1868 Brewster Sessions 

• 1871 Census: butcher & innkeeper (43) of Railway Hotel with father James residing next door. 

• Married spinster Elizabeth Fretwell Shaw (47) on 13 Nov 1879 at St. Bartholomew, Meltham 

• 1881 Census: retired publican (53) of Hollingworth Green, Meltham 

• Died 20 May 1883, estate valued at £1,496 14s. 7d. 

George Horner 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 7 Sep 1965 to 13 Sep 1966 

William Horner 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 8 Feb 1938 to 1 Feb 1949 

  

 
193 Baptised 5 Sep 1852 at Meltham. Listed residing with her grandfather James in 1861 & 1871 Censuses. Married 

joiner Abraham Moorhouse (28) on 3 Feb 1876 at Meltham. 
194 Baptised 5 Sep 1852 at Meltham. 
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John Hoyland (1808-1864) — wool dyer, labourer & brewhouse man 

• Born 8 Oct 1808 in Honley, the son of clothier Richard Hoyland and his wife Jane (née 

Swallow), baptised 6 Nov 1864 at Honley 

• Married Esther Bower (c.1809-1886)195 on 26 Aug 1833 at Almondbury 

• Possibly linked to the Black Goose at Spark Green 

• 1841 Census: wool dyer (30) of Wilshaw 

• 1851 Census: brewer’s [???]man (42) of Golcar Brow 

• 1861 Census: brewhouse man (53) of Spark Green 

• Died 10 Jun 1864 aged 55, buried 12 Jun at Meltham 

Adam Hoyle (1833-1901) — weaver & innkeeper 

• Born 20 Jul 1833 in Shelley, son of clothier Joshua Hoyle of Shelley Hill Top and his wife 

Hannah, baptised 3 Nov 1833 at Kirkburton 

• Married Hannah Hardy (c.1883-1889) in 1853 

• Married widow Sarah Stocks (née Clayton) on 3 Dec 1890 at Kirkburton 

• Children: Hardy (1854-1917?)196, Rose Hannah (1859-?)197, Bella Ann (1863-1941)198 & Clara 

Jane (1870-?)199 

• 1891 Census: fancy worsted weaver (57) of Shepley 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 5 May 1891 to 5 Nov 1901 

• 1901 Census: innkeeper (68) of Rose & Crown, Market Place 

• Died 27 Jun 1901 aged 68, buried 28 Jun 

Sarah Hoyle (c.1843-1903) née Clayton 

• Born in Lepton, daughter of innkeeper John Clayton of Kirkburton 

• Married land surveyor Benjamin Stocks (c.1830-?) on 21 Oct 1863 at Kirkburton 

• Married Adam Hoyle on 3 Dec 1890 at Kirkburton 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from 5 Nov 1901 to 16 Dec 1902 

• Died aged 60 

Betty Hoyle (?-1801) — see Betty Hollingworth 

James Hudson 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 14 Sep 1964 to 7 Sep 1965 

Frances Hutchinson (c.1810-1893) – see Frances Johnson  

 
195 Likely daughter of George & Charlotte Bower, baptised 27 May 1811 at Kirkburton. Died aged 77, buried 24 

Mar 1886 at Meltham. 
196 Born 2 Apr 1854, baptised 10 Jun 1857 at Kirkburton. Worked as a blacksmith. Married Alena Smith on 17 Apr 

1876 at Shelley. Possibly died 23 Jan 1917 aged 64 in Ontario, Canada. 
197 Born 6 Mar 1859, baptised 22 Jun 1859 at Kirkburton. Married mill hand Sam Shaw on 31 May 1890 at 

Shepley. 
198 Born 26 Aug 1863, baptised 27 Jun 1869 at Shelley. Married William Washington on 24 Feb 1883 at 

Southowram. Died aged 77 in Blackpool, Lancashire. 
199 Born 23 Sep 1870, baptised 10 Sep 1871 at Shelley. Married labourer Herbert Wilde in Feb 1897 at Linthwaite. 



103 
 

I 

Robert Wells Ibbotson (1868-1953) 

• Born in Knaresborough, Yorkshire 

• 1911 Census: auctioneer (40) at Bradford, Yorkshire 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 3 Dec 1912 until closure?200 

• Died aged 84, buried 17 Mar 1953 at Hunslet Cemetery, Leeds 

Douglas Iredale (1921-2002) 

• Born 22 Jun 1921 in Huddersfield 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 7 Aug 1951 to 1 Sep 1953 

• Died in 2002 in Cornwall 

Louis Irving (1913-1988) 

• Born 7 Jan 1913 in Barnsley201 

• Married Annie Whiteley, daughter of Joel Whiteley, in 1937 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 7 Feb 1939 to 7 May 1940 

• 1939 Register: builder’s labourer & publican of Travellers Rest, Meltham 

• Died aged 75 

  

  

 
200 Ibbotson is the last recorded licensee of the Wood Cottage Hotel prior to closure. 
201 Mother’s maiden name is recorded as “Walker”. 
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James Johnson (c.1803-1869) — butcher, farmer, timber merchant & innkeeper 

• Born in Meltham, son of land surveyor John Johnson 

• Married Esther Haigh (1810-1844)202 on 25 Oct 1831 at Holmbridge 

• Married Sarah Kaye (1815-c.1855) of Farnley Tyas, daughter of carpenter John Kaye, on 29 Oct 

1844 at Meltham 

• Married widow Frances Oldfield (52) [née Hutchinson?] of Meltham on 14 Aug 1865 at 

Almondbury 

• Children: Allen Haigh (1833-?)203, Ann (1835-1841)204, Squire (1837-?)205 & Ann (c.1846-?) 

• 1841 Census: publican (35) of Meltham Mills <Friendship Inn> 

• 1851 Census: farmer of 15 acres & innkeeper (47) of Friendship Inn 

• Oct 1857: fined 2s. 6d. plus expenses for selling alcohol during prohibited hours 

• 1861 Census: widower innkeeper & farmer (57) of Acre Side <Friendship Inn> 

• Very likely died 1869 

Frances Johnson (c.1810-1893) née Hutchinson? — innkeeper 

• Likely the spinster Fanny Hutchinson (40) of Wood Top, daughter of clothier Benjamin 

Hutchinson, who married farmer William Oldfield of Castle Houses on 3 Jun 1850 at 

Almondbury 

• Likely the Frances Oldfield listed as a widower farmer of 8 acres of Castle Houses, Almondbury, 

in the 1861 Census, with children John Henry Hutchinson (18) and Elizabeth Ann Oldfield (11) 

• Married widower innkeeper James Johnson (62) of Meltham Mills on 14 Aug 1865 at 

Almondbury 

• White’s 1870: innkeeper of Friendship Inn, Meltham Mills 

• 1871 Census: widow innkeeper (59) of Fleece Inn, Parkgate, Almondbury 

• 1881 Census: widow (68) of Bank End, South Crosland, residing with daughter Elizabeth Ann 

and her husband grocer Samuel Dyson (son of grocer John Dyson of Bank Buildings) 

• Died aged 83, buried 23 Dec 1893 at South Crosland 

  

  

 
202 Born 3 Sep 1810, daughter of Walter Haigh and his wife Elizabeth (née Taylor), baptised 3 Mar 1811 at 

Meltham. 
203 Baptised 2 Aug 1833 at Broadlands Baptist Chapel, Meltham. 
204 Born 7 Sep 1835, baptised 1 Oct 1835 at Broadlands Baptist Chapel, Meltham. 
205 Born 16 Aug 1837, baptised 19 Sep 1837 at Broadlands Baptist Chapel, Meltham. 
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David Kaye 

• Licensee of Shepherds Inn by April 1867 but absconded by August 1867, causing the loss of the 

licence 

George Kenworthy (1802?-1862) — tailor, beerhouse keeper & innkeeper 

• Possibly born c.1802, son of George & Mary Kenworthy of Linthwaite, baptised 10 Aug 1802 at 

Slaithwaite 

• Married Betty (?)206 

• Pigot’s 1834: beer retailer of Hey 

• White’s 1842: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1861 Census: tailor (59) of Henrietta Street, Ashton-under-Lyne 

• Died aged 59 at Ashton-under-Lyne, buried 22 Dec 1862 at Meltham 

Jonathan Kippax (?-1802?) 

• A “Jonathan Kippax” was buried on 7 Sep 1802 at Meltham 

• 1803 Licence Register: innkeeper at Bridley Brook, Holt Head 

John Knight (c.1793-1858) — shoemaker, labourer, beerhouse keeper & innkeeper 

• Born in Halifax 

• Married Nancy (Taylor?) of Austonley 

• Children: Sampson (c.1824-1876), Mary Ann (c.1828-?), Harriot (c.1830-?), Jemima (c.1831-?), 

John (c.1834-?), Charles (1835-?)207, Hannah (1837-?)208 & Joseph (c.1842-1886) 

• 1841 Census: cordwainer (54) of Meltham Mills 

• 1851 Census: agricultural labourer and beer seller of Town Street (North Side) <possibly Cherry 

Tree> 

• White’s 1854: Shepherds Inn 

• Slater’s 1855: Shepherds Inn 

• January 1855: license of Shepherds Inn transferred to his son Sampson 

• White’s 1859: beerhouse keeper (so seemingly ran a beerhouse after leaving the Shepherds Inn) 

• Died aged 65, buried 31 Dec 1858 at Meltham 

  

 
206 Died aged 72, buried 9 Jun 1873 at Meltham. 
207 Born 3 Jan 1835 and baptised 11 Mar 1835 at Broadlands Baptist Chapel, Meltham. 
208 Born 6 Jan 1837 and baptised 7 Feb 1837 at Broadlands Baptist Chapel, Meltham. 
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Joseph Knight (c.1842-1886) 

• Son of John Knight and his wife Nancy (née Taylor?) 

• Brother of innkeeper & beerhouse keeper Sampson 

• 1861 Census: iron foundry worker (19) of Dud <Shepherds Inn> 

• Married Mary Ann Jessop of Fartown on 21 Feb 1866 at Christ Church, Woodhouse 

• White’s 1866: Swan Inn 

• White’s 1870: Swan Inn 

• 1871 Census: landlord & gas agent, Swan Inn, Town 

• Joined the “Amphibious” Lodge of Freemasons, Heckmondwike, on 21 Jul 1880 

• 1881 Census: innkeeper (39) of George Hotel, Heckmondwike 

• Committed suicide on 3 Jun 1886 at George Hotel, Heckmondwike 

• Buried 7 Jun 1886 at Meltham 

Nancy Knight (c.1794-1868) née Taylor? — innkeeper & beer shop keeper 

• Born in Austonley 

• Possibly also known as Mary209 

• Married John Knight of Halifax 

• 1861 Census: widow licensee (67) of Dud <Shepherds Inn> 

• Reportedly ran a Stiff Shackle beer shop (date unknown) 

• Died aged 74, buried 24 Jun 1868 at Meltham 

Sampson Knight (c.1824-1876) — engineer, innkeeper, carter & beerhouse keeper 

• Son of John Knight and his wife Nancy (née Taylor?), sometimes named as “Samson”, baptised 

1 Jan 1825 at Meltham 

• Brother of innkeeper Joseph 

• Married spinster Jane Quarmby (27) of Golcar on 21 Feb 1848 at Almondbury 

• Children: John (c.1851-?), Nancy (c.1854-1888), Betty (c.1858-?), Rosa (c.1860-?), Mary A. 

(c.1861-?) & Sarah A. (c.1864-?) 

• 1841 Census: labourer (15) of Meltham Mills 

• 1851 Census: engineer (26) of 12 Grove Street, Leeds 

• 1855: licensee of Shepherds Inn (transferred from his father John in Jan 1855) 

• Sep 1857: fined 13 shillings for selling alcohol during prohibited hours 

• White’s 1859: Shepherds Inn 

• 1861 Census: innkeeper & carter (38) of Tanner Hill (nr Upper Fold), Meltham <probably 

Brown Cow> 

• White’s 1866: beerhouse keeper <probably Brown Cow> 

• White’s 1870: beerhouse keeper <probably Brown Cow> 

• 1871 Census: beerhouse keeper (48) of Upper Fold, Meltham <probably Brown Cow> 

• Died aged 57, buried 22 Nov 1876 

Alex Kowalewsky(?) 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 7 Dec 1971 to …? 

 
209 See “The Late Disturbance at Meltham” in Huddersfield Chronicle (13 Oct 1855). 
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John Lee (c.1835-?) – blacksmith & beerhouse keeper 

• Born in Emley 

• Likely the first licensee of the re-opened New Inn (formerly the Kitten) 

• Jun 1859: fined 5s. plus costs for opening during prohibited hours (HC 25 Jun 1859) 

• 1861 Census: publican, beer seller & blacksmith (26) of Mill Moor <likely New Inn> 

• 1871 Census: blacksmith (35) of Winding Road, Halifax 

• 1881 Census: engine tenter (49) of Richardson Street, Halifax 

• 1901 Census: salt merchant (68) residing with married daughter Elizabeth at Northowram, 

Halifax 
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Charles William Machin 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 24 May 1881 to 30 Sep 1884210 

Charles Thomas Mann 

• Possibly brewer Charles Mann (44) listed in the 1851 Census residing with his brother, publican 

James Mann at Smithies, Birstall 

• Licensee of Golden Fleece from 11 May 1852 until circa 1854 

• Fined £3 19s plus costs in Feb 1853 for permitting gambling 

Johnnie Marsden 

• Probably the Johnnie Marsden born 14 Feb 1892 in Rastrick who married Ivy Sellars in 1917 

and who died in 1963 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 5 Apr 1927 to 3 Jun 1930 

William Marsh (c.1810-1889) — tailor & beer seller 

• Likely the licensee of Dob Hoile, Greenside 

Edwin Schofield Mellor (1848-1905) – weaver, shopkeeper, wines & spirits merchant 

• Son of farmer Joseph Mellor of Spark Green and his wife Sarah (née Mitchel) 

• Married Nancy Earnshaw, daughter of Meltham shop keeper John Earnshaw, on 12 Sep 1870 at 

Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel, Huddersfield 

• Children: Harry (c.1872-1929?), Martha (c.1875-?), Wright (1878-1959)211 & Eva (1879-?)212 

• 1871 Census: weaver (22) of Spark Green 

• 1881 Census: woollen loom turner (32) of Spark Green 

• 1891 Census: fancy woollen weaver (42) of Crosland Factory, South Crosland 

• Listed as having a “wine, spirits & sweets” off premises licence for a shop in Meltham Market 

Place in the 1897 Register of Licences (licence previously held by grocer Charlie Roberts) 

• Unsuccessful in his attempt to upgrade his licence to include the sale of bottled beers at the 1899 

Licensing Sessions 

• Licence lapsed after not being renewed at the 1900 Brewster Sessions 

• 1901 Census: fancy worsted pattern weaver (52) of Bradford Road, Farsley, Pudsey 

• Died 17 Feb 1905 aged 56, buried 20 Feb at Meltham (Non-Conformist burial) 

  

 
210 At the 1884 Annual Licensing Sessions, it was reported that Machin had “left the house and the country”. See 

Huddersfield Chronicle (24 Sep 1884). 
211 Joined the police in Jan 1900. Died 21 Apr 1959 at Blackpool, Lancashire. 
212 Born 6 Sep 1879, baptised 20 Jan 1895 at South Crosland. Married Arhur Mellor on 10 Jun 1905 at Meltham. 



109 
 

George Mellor 

• Pigot’s 1834: retailer of beer, Meltham Mills <Antwerp?> 

• Possibly the George Mellor of “Benty Lee”, Meltham Mills, listed as a stone mason (35) in the 

1841 Census, who was possibly the George Mellor of Thick Hollins who died in February 1849 

aged 45 and was buried at St. Bartholomew’s on 22 February 

Harry Mellor (1879-?) 

• Born 5 Jan 1879, son of mason & contractor George Mellor and his wife Sarah, baptised 5 Oct 

1879 at Meltham 

• Married Angelina Stead (1880-1968), daughter of publican Edwin Stead, on 1 Feb 1904 at 

Meltham 

• 1911 Census: stone mason (32) residing with wife & in-laws at Railway Hotel 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 7 Apr 1914 (following his father-in-law’s death) to 2 Jun 1914 

• 1939 Register: stone mason of 18 Victoria Road, Meltham 

Mary Elizabeth Mellor (c.1854-1914) – see Mary Elizabeth Sykes 

Josiah Moorhouse (1830-1901?) — grocer, corn dealer, milkman, beerhouse keeper & farmer 

• Born 26 Jan 1830, son of shopkeeper John Moorhouse and his wife Nancy (née Taylor), baptised 

31 Jan 1830 at Meltham Wesleyan Chapel 

• Married Sarah Eastwood, daughter of farmer & clothier Isaac Eastwood and his wife Betty, on 

14 Jun 1852 at Almondbury 

• Children: Joseph (c.1852-1905?)213, Fred (c.1854-?), Nancy (c.1857-?), Elizabeth (c.1860-?) & 

Sarah Ellen (c.1862-?) 

• 1851 Census: corn dealer & grocer (21) of Helmet 

• Post Office Directory 1857: beer retailer <possibly Victoria beerhouse> 

• White’s 1858/59: beerhouse keeper <possibly Victoria beerhouse> 

• 1861 Census: greengrocer & beerhouse keeper (34) of Shoulder of Mutton, Chain, Marsden in 

Almondbury 

• 1871 Census: milk dealer (43) of Grove Street, Huddersfield 

• 1881 Census: hawker (50) of Rochdale Road, Oldham, Lancashire 

• 1891 Census: widower farmer (63) of Royton, Lancashire 

• See Odds & Sods section for further details 

William Richardson Moorhouse 

• Unsuccessfully tried to reinstate the full licence of the Shepherds Inn beerhouse at the 1868 

Annual Licensing Session 

  

 
213 Baptised 26 Nov 1852 at Meltham. Married Sarah Elizabeth Lee on 26 Apr 1873 at St. Paul, Huddersfield. 
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Lewis Mosley (1887-1965) 

• Born 24 Apr 1887 in Meltham, son of stoker Herbert Mosley and his wife Martha 

• 1911 Census: boot repairer (28) of Calmlands, Meltham 

• Married Harriet Cassells214, daughter of shody rag grider George William Cassells and his wife 

Clara, on 8 Apr 1912 at Meltham 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 2 Oct 1934 to 4 Aug 1942 

• 1939 Register: licensed victualler of Waggon & Horses 

• Died aged 78 

  

 
214 Born 17 Feb 1888 in Royston, South Yorkshire. 
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Thomas Needham (c.1858-?) – chemist 

• Born in Flagg, Derbyshire 

• Married Sarah Ann Colson in 1883 

• 1881 Census: chemist & druggist (24) of 56 Buxton Road, Huddersfield 

• 1891: reportedly owned four chemist shops in the Huddersfield area, including one in Meltham 

Market Place (HC 15 Aug 1891) 

• 1901 Census: chemist (43) of The Laurels, Lindley cum Quarmby 

• 1903: unsuccessfully applied for an off-licence to sell wine at the Licensing Sessions 

• 1911 Census: pharmaceutical chemist (54) of Finchley, London 

Richard Eastwood Newhouse (c.1816-1865) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of innkeeper Benjamin Newhouse of Huddersfield and his wife Nancy (née Eastwood?), 

baptised 7 Apr 1816 at Meltham 

• Married Sarah Schofield (c.1820-1881)215, daughter of glazier William Schofield, on 21 Aug 1848 

at Almondbury 

• Children: Susannah (c.1849-1918)216 & Emily Eastwood (1856-1921)217 

• 1841 Census: butcher (25) working for publican Joseph Eastwood <Golden Fleece> 

• 1851 Census: butcher (35) of Town Street (North Side) 

• 1861 Census: master butcher (46) of Town Street 

• Licensee of Golden Fleece in the 1860s (until his death?) 

• Died 1 Apr 1865 aged 48 (probate not granted until 1871), buried 4 Apr 1865 at Meltham 

George Norcliffe (c.1831-1900) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Born in Lepton, son of innkeeper Samuel Norcliffe (Waggon & Horses, Honley) 

• 1851 Census: apprentice butcher (20) of Northgate, Huddersfield 

• Married Mary Woodhead of Shelf, daughter of William Woodhead, on 7 Feb 1853 at St. John, 

Halifax 

• Licensee Victoria Hotel from at least 1869 to the late 1870s 

• 1871 Census: innkeeper (40) of Victoria Hotel, Wall Sides 

• 1881 Census: licensed victualler (50) of Waggon & Horses, Honley 

• 1891 Census: living on own means (60) at Gate, Honley 

• Died aged 69, buried 25 Apr 1900 at Honley 

  

  

 
215 Died aged 61, buried 11 Apr 1881 at Meltham. 
216 Worked as a head nurse at a hospital in Cheetham, Lancashire (1881 Census). Married widower John Oddie on  

30 Aug 1886 at St. Mary, Eccles, Lancashire. Died aged 69. 
217 Baptised 7 May 1856 at Meltham. Married 16 Sep 1882 to joiner John Taylor at Meltham. Lived at Primrose 

Cottage, Mill Moor. Died 14 May 1921. 
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Martha Pearson (c.1810-1864) – see Martha Bastow 

John Edgar Peckett (1921-2002) 

• Born 16 Feb 1921 

• Licensee of New Inn from 8 Aug 1967 to 6 Oct 1970 

Hildred Platts (1900-1967) 

• Born 18 Dec 1900, son of master butcher Henry Platts of Lockwood and his wife Ada 

• Married Eveline Boothroyd (1898-1975)218, daughter of publican Alfred Boothroyd of the Star 

Inn (Huddersfield), on 12 Jul 1926 at St. Thomas, Huddersfield 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 5 Jun 1934 to 5 Dec 1939 

• 1939 Register: licensee of Swan Inn  

James Arthur Pogson (1902-1972) 

• Born 8 Mar 1902 in Saddleworth, son of George Harry Pogson and his wife Mary Emma (née 

Lees), baptised 14 Oct 1905 at Marsden 

• Married Mary Alice Sykes (1904-1988) on 27 Mar 1927 at Golcar 

• Licensee of New Inn from 4 Mar 1952 to 8 Aug 1967 

  

 
218 Born 27 Nov 1898. 
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Lewis Quarmby (1933-2005) 

• Worked as a shop assistant for the Meltham and Meltham Mills Co-operative Society at a 

teenager 

• Joined the Army aged 19 in Nov 1951, served with the Duke of Wellington Regiment during the 

Korean War and was incorrectly declared killed during the Battle of the Hook (1953)219 

• Married Megan Sunderland c.1956 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 11 Jul 1967 to 6 Jul 1971 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 6 Jul 1967 to …?220 

• Lived at Helme and died of vascular disease at Huddersfield Royal Infirmary aged 72.221 

 

  

 
219 Interviewed for the Yorkshire Post (22 Jun 1953), his mother said she knew that her son wasn’t dead, as Lewis 

had written to her after the battle. 
220 Presumably until the late 1970s, as his obituary states he spent “more than a decade in total at the two pubs”. 
221 http://www.examiner.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/obituary-lewis-quarmby-5061456 

http://www.examiner.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/obituary-lewis-quarmby-5061456
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Percival Radcliffe (c.1877-1929) — stone merchant, farmer & innkeeper 

• Born in Netherton, son of stone merchant Joseph Radcliffe and his wife Mary Ellen (née Mellor) 

• Married Sarah Elizabeth Eastwood on 21 May 1901 at Meltham 

• Children: Thomas Battye (1904-1945)222 & Constance (1908-1967) 

• 1901 Census: stone merchant (24) of Netherfield Stone Pit, South Crosland 

• 1911 Census: quarry farmer (34) of Belmont Place, Meltham 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 3 Jun 1913 to 2 Aug 1921 

• Died aged 52, buried 6 Jul 1929 at South Crosland 

Sarah Elizabeth Radcliffe (1880-1937?) née Eastwood 

• Born 12 Mar 1880, daughter of mechanic Thomas Battye Eastwood and his wife Amelia, 

baptised 11 Apr 1880 at Meltham 

• Married stone merchant Percival Radcliffe on 21 May 1901 at Meltham 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 2 Aug 1921 to 11 Feb 1930 

• Kelly’s 1927: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• Likely died aged 57, buried 29 Oct 1937 at Helme 

James Redfearn (c.1791-1866) — grocer & innkeeper 

• Son of James Redfearn (c.1764-1811) and his wife Hannah (née Littlewood), baptised 26 Aug 

1792 at Meltham 

• Married Alice Oldfield223 on 17 Nov 1814 at Almondbury 

• Children: Eliza (c.1815-1862) who married John Bray (Rose & Crown), Leah (c.1817-?), Rachel 

(c.1819-?), Elizabeth (c.1821-?), Reuben (1823-1885), James (c.1828-?), Joseph (c.1830-?) & 

James (c.1832-1910) 

• Appointed the Huddersfield Poor Law Union Commissioner (also known as the Board of 

Guardians) for Meltham in the 1830s  

• 1851 Census: victualler (59) of Town Street (South Side) <Waggon & Horses> 

• 1861 Census: grocer (69) of Great Fold 

• Died aged 75, buried 21 Jan 1866 at Meltham Wesleyan Chapel 

  

 
222 Born 31 Jan 1904, baptised 11 Mar 1904 at South Crosland.  Died 20 Dec 1945 at Salford. 
223 Daughter of clothier William Oldfield of Crosland Hall and his wife Grace, baptised 9 Jan 1791 at Honley. 
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Reuben Redfearn (1823-1885) — butcher, farmer & innkeeper 

• Born 2 Dec 1823, son of James Redfearn and his wife Alice (née Oldfield), baptised 18 Jan 1824 

at Meltham Wesleyan Chapel 

• Married spinster Mary Ann Whitaker224 (23) of Meltham on 21 Aug 1848 at Almondbury 

• Children: Ann (c.1849-?), Jane (c.1851-1851), William (c.1853-1917), Rachel (c.1856-?), John 

James (c.1858-?), Joseph (1859-1859) & George (c.1863-?), Emily (c.1864-1865) & James 

(c.1869-1875) 

• 1851 Census: butcher (27) of Helmet 

• White’s 1854: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• Slater’s 1855: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1861 Census: butcher (38) of Helmet 

• 1871 Census: butcher & farmer of 15 acres (47) of Helmet 

• 1881 Census: butcher & farmer (57) of Helmet Cottages 

• Died 16 Mar 1885 aged 60 leaving an estate valued at £2,102 3s., buried 19 Mar 1885 at 

Meltham 

Sarah Redfearn (1812-1847) – see Sarah Dyson 

Edward Renard (1859-?) 

• Born on 13 Feb 1859 in Philmont, America, son of innkeeper John Renard of Baildon, Yorkshire 

• Married Mercy (or Mary) Waterhouse, daughter of John Waterhouse, on 2 Dec 1891 at Christ 

Church, Leeds 

• Children: Edward Renard Waterhouse (c.1891-1940)225 

• 1891 Census: bar tender (30) of North Gate, Baildon 

• Licensee of New Inn from 12 May 1901 to 27 Oct 1903226 

• 1901 Census: farmer & innkeeper (40) of New Inn, Cop End 

• Fined £5 for keeping the inn open during prohibited hours in Aug 1903 

• 1911 Census: lodging house keeper (50) of Adderley Street, Uppingham, Rutland 

Francis Reynard (c.1805-1858?) 

• Born in Darley, North Yorkshire 

• Married Ann Holmes on 4 Aug 1834 and Ann White on 19 Aug 1845 in Skipton 

• Moved from Skipton to Meltham Mills circa 1850227 

• 1851 Census: victualler (46) of Bent Ley, Meltham Mills <Kings Life Guard> 

• Possibly the Francis Reynard whose death was recorded Q1 1858 Huddersfield 

  

 
224 Born 1 Aug 1825, daughter of butcher John Whitaker and his wife Ann. Died aged 54 and buried 1 Apr 1880 at 

Meltham. 
225 Born in Leeds before his parents married. Worked as a wagon painter. Died in Settle. 
226 Previously the licensee of the Fleece Inn, South Crosland, from 23 Jan 1900 to 12 May 1901. 
227 His daughter Amelia was born in December at Meltham Mills. 
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Charlie Roberts (c.1856-?) – grocer, wines & spirits merchant 

• Son of cloth dresser & barber John Roberts and his wife Martha, baptised Charles Roberts on 7 

Sep 1856 at Meltham 

• 1880s: grocer of Meltham with a wines & liquors off licence 

• 1881 Census: grocer (25) of Calmlands 

• 1890s: merchant of Greens End, Meltham, with a wines, sprits & sweets licence228 

• 1891 Census: wine & spirits merchant (35) of Dudd House (Wessenden Head Road) 

• 1901 Census: stock keeper (43) of Market Place, Meltham 

• 1911 Census: spool polisher (55) of Mill Moor 

Colin Robinson 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 7 Oct 1969 to …? 

John William Robinson 

• Licensee of Isle of Skye (Upperthong) from 2 Dec 1919 to 4 Aug 1925 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 4 Aug 1925 to 14 Feb 1928 

Harry Fielding Rushworth (1908-1990) 

• Born 28 Jul 1908, son of gardener Harry Rushworth & his wife Ruth Ellen, baptised 17 Sep 1908 

at St. John, Upperthong 

• Married Florence R. Higgins in 1936 

• Licensee of Swan Inn from 3 Sep 1963 to 14 Sep 1964 

  

  

 
228 This licence then passed to Allen Hollingworth (Nov 1896) and then Edwin Schofield Mellor (Jan 1897). 



117 
 

S 

Ellen Scott (c.1795-1869) née Smith 

• Born in Dewsbury 

• Married blanket manufacturer & innkeeper John Scott (who died between 1841 & 1851 

Censuses) on 3 Oct 1825 at St. John, Halifax 

• Children: John Scott (c.1827-?), Rachel Scott (1829-?)229, Thomas (1832-?)230 & Ellen Scott (1833-

?)231 

• 1841 Census: wife (45) of blanket manufacturer John Scott of Upper Street Side, Ossett cum 

Gawthorpe 

• Innkeeper of Golden Fleece from circa 1850232 to May 1852 

• 1851 Census: widow victualler & farmer of 9 acres (56) of Wallsides <Golden Fleece> 

• 1861 Census: widow building(?) house keeper & annuitant (66) of Foundry Street, Dewsbury 

• Died aged 74 in Dewsbury 

Edwin Senior 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest from 6 Dec 1955 to 5 May 1959 

Rosilla Senior (1872-1940?) – see Rosilla Smith 

Martha Shaw (c.1811-1905) née Bamforth — farmer & beerhouse keeper 

• Married Thomas Shaw on 5 May 1831 at Huddersfield 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest from 1876 (death of husband) to 12 Aug 1890 

• 1881 Census: widow farmer & innkeeper (70) of Spring Hill <Travellers Rest> 

• White’s 1881: beerhouse keeper <Travellers Rest> 

• Kelly’s 1893: beerhouse keeper <Travellers Rest> 

• Died aged 94, buried 19 May 1905 at Helme 

Sykes Shaw 

• Licensee of New Inn from 13 Sep 1898 to 12 May 1901 

  

 
229 Born 15 Aug 1829. Baptised 31 Dec 1833 at Ebenezer Independent Chapel, Dewsbury. Married farmer Emanuel 

Bower of Meltham on 7 Nov 1853 at Almondbury. 
230 Born 1 Apr 1832. Baptised 31 Dec 1833 at Ebenezer Independent Chapel, Dewsbury. 
231 Born 28 Sep 1833. Baptised 31 Dec 1833 at Ebenezer Independent Chapel, Dewsbury. 
232 The earliest reference found is “Brutal Assault upon Mr Shaw” in Huddersfield Chronicle 17 Aug 1850. Possibly 

her husband John was the licensee until his death, as he was described as an “innkeeper” when his daughter Rachel 

married in 1853. 
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Thomas Shaw (c.1830-?) — clothier & innkeeper 

• Married spinster Agnes Heap233 (18) of Oldfield, Honley, on 24 Sep 1849 at Almondbury 

• Children: Joseph (c.1850-?), Inkerman (c.1856-?), Arthur (c.1858-?), Henry (c.1861-?) & George 

(c.1861-?) 

• 1861 Census: woollen warper (31) of Crosland Factory, South Crosland 

• White’s 1870: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1871 Census: innkeeper (41) of Waggon & Horses, Town Gate (South Side) 

• 1881 Census: innkeeper (51) of Ball Inn, Town Head, Sheffield 

Thomas Shaw (c.1811-1876) — clothier, farmer & beerhouse keeper 

• Born in Golcar, possibly the son of John Shaw who was baptised 27 Nov 1811 at Slaithwaite 

• Married Martha Bamforth on 5 May 1831 at Huddersfield 

• Children: Betty (c.1832-?), Edmund (c.1834-?), John (c.1836-?), Thomas (c.1838-?), William 

(c.1843-?), Ann (c.1845-?), Alice (c.1848-?), Squire Shaw (c.1851-?) & Jane (c.1854-?) 

• White’s 1870: beerhouse keeper <Travellers Rest> 

• 1871 Census: farmer of 14 acres & beerhouse keeper of Travellers Rest, Spring Hill 

• Died 6 July 1876 aged 66 and buried 8 July at Helme 

William Shaw (c.1843-1910) — butcher & beerhouse keeper 

• Born in Golcar, son of clothier (later farmer & innkeeper) Thomas Shaw and his wife Martha 

(née Bamforth), baptised 26 Mar 1843 at Slaithwaite 

• Licensee of beerhouse at Rushy Grove from 1868 to Aug 1869 <perhaps Lamb Inn> 

• 1871 Census: butcher (28) residing with parents at Travellers Rest, Spring Hill 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest beerhouse from 12 Aug 1890 to 7 Jun 1898 

• 1891 Census: widower farmer & landlord (48) of Travellers Rest, Spring Hill 

• 1901 Census: retired widower farmer (58) of Laund farm, Helme 

• Died 9 Sep 1910 aged 67, buried 10 Sep 1910 at Helme 

Sarah Ellen Shepherd (1864-1919) née Taylor — cotton mill hand & innkeeper 

• Born in Meltham, daughter of spinner John Taylor and his wife Eliza, baptised 26 Jul 1864 at 

Meltham 

• Niece of Henry Hirst, innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1881 Census: cotton mill hand (16) of Bower Hill, Meltham 

• Married farmer Vincent Shepherd (25) of Wilshaw on 30 Dec 1885 at Meltham 

• 1891 Census: residing with her uncle innkeeper Henry Hirst at Waggon & Horses 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 18 Dec 1900 to 17 Dec 1901 

• 1901 Census: widow publican & farmer of Harden Moss Inn, Meltham 

• Married joiner Firth Hinchliffe (1864-1924) in 1901, with whom she had one child: James (1904-

1974) 

• Died aged 54 on 12 Dec 1919 at Lydgate, Holme 

  

 
233 Daughter of clothier George Heap of Oldfield, Honley. 
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Vincent Shepherd (1860-1900) — farmer and innkeeper 

• Born in Derbyshire, son of farmer Thomas Shepherd who moved to Netherthong 

• Married Sarah Ellen Taylor (21) of Meltham on 30 Dec 1885 at Meltham 

• Children: Thomas Henry (c.1887-?), Mary H. (c.1888-?), Alice A. (c.1890-?) & Charlotte (c.1897) 

• 1891 Census: farmer (30) residing with his uncle-in-law innkeeper Henry Hirst at Waggon & 

Horses 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 26 Jan 1897 until his 18 Dec 1900 (death) 

• Died aged 40 on 21 Sep 1900 

Charlotte Siddall (c.1798-1864) née Taylor — innkeeper’s wife & dressmaker 

• Daughter of clerk, clothier & cloth merchant George Taylor, baptised 28 Jan 1798 at Meltham 

• Married Jonas Siddall on 7 Feb 1822 at Almondbury 

• Married clothier Benjamin Armitage of Helme on 12 Jan 1839 at Meltham – this was the first 

ever marriage ceremony carried out at St. Bartholomew’s church 

• 1841 Census: wife of publican Benjamin Armitage of Waggon & Horses, Town, Meltham 

• 1851 Census: assistant dressmaker (50) residing with her daughter Martha at Green Hey 

• 1861 Census: no occupation (63) residing with husband at Green Hey 

• Died aged 66, buried 31 Dec 1864 at Meltham 

John Siddall (c.1794-1867) — farmer & innkeeper 

• Son of John Siddall (c.1759-1814) and his wife Martha (née Hinchliffe) of Meltham 

• Brother of Samuel & Jonas 

• Believed to have established the Waggon & Horses with his two brothers in the 1820s 

• 1841 Census: farmer (45) of Town, residing next to the Waggon & Horses where Benjamin 

Armitage was the publican 

• Apr 1845: appointed a parochial constable for Meltham 

• 1851 Census: farmer (58) residing next door to the Waggon & Horses where James Redfearn 

was the victualler 

• 1861 Census: farmer (69) of Town Street, 

John Siddall (c.1824-1874) — butcher & innkeeper 

• Son of clothier Jonas Siddall of Hey and his wife Charlotte (née Taylor), baptised 10 Aug 1824 at 

Meltham 

• Did not marry and resided with his sister Maria 

• 1851 Census: butcher (26) of Brow, Meltham, residing with his widowed aunt Hannah Haigh 

(51), next door to butcher John Garlick 

• White’s 1859: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• 1861 Census: journeyman butcher (36) of Lower Hey 

• 1871 Census: butcher (46) of Green Hey, Meltham, residing with widowed stepfather farmer 

Benjamin Armitage 

• Died Sep 1874, buried 24 September at Meltham 
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Jonas Siddall (c.1797-?) — clothier, cloth dresser & shopkeeper 

• Son of John Siddall [Syddale] (c.1759-1814) of Meltham and his wife Martha (née Hinchliffe), 

baptised 16 Apr 1797 at Meltham 

• Brother of Samuel & John 

• Believed to have established the Waggon & Horses with his two brothers in the 1820s 

• Married Charlotte Taylor on 7 Feb 1822 at Almondbury 

• Children: Elizabeth (?-1823)234, John (c.1824-1874) & Martha (c.1826-?)235 

• Pigot’s 1834: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• Died prior to 1839, when Charlotte remarried 

Samuel Siddall (c.1789-1833) — farmer & innkeeper 

• Son of shopkeeper John Siddall (c.1759-1814) of Meltham and his wife Martha (née Hinchliffe), 

baptised 18 Jan 1789 at Meltham 

• Brother of Jonas & John 

• Owned a pew in the east gallery of St. Bartholomew 

• Believed to have established the Waggon & Horses with his two brothers in the 1820s 

• White & Parson 1830: innkeeper of Waggon & Horses 

• Died aged 44, buried 24 Oct 1833 at Meltham 

John Wright Siswick (1912-1986) 

• Born 10 Dec 1912 in the Huddersfield area, possibly the son of boot repairer William Siswick 

• 1939 Register: electrician's mate of 21 Northern Street, Huddersfield 

• Married Dorothy Hirst circa 1942 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 5 May 1959 to 7 Oct 1969 

• Died in the Huddersfield area 

Ellen Smith (c.1795-1869) – see Ellen Scott 

Joe Smith (c.1867-1912) — stone mason & innkeeper 

• Born in Shepley, son of stone mason Joseph Smith and his wife Ellen 

• Married Rosilla Senior on 4 Jul 1903 at St Augustine, Scissett 

• 1911 Census: publican (44) of Waggon & Horses 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 3 Dec 1907 until his death 

• Died 20 Nov 1912 aged 46 at the inn, buried 22 Nov 1912 at St. Paul, Shepley 

  

 
234 Buried 18 Sep 1823 at Meltham. 
235 Baptised 12 May 1826 at Meltham, father’s occupation recorded as “shopkeeper”. 
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Rosilla Smith (1872-1940?) née Senior 

• Born in Kitchen Royd, Denby Dale236 

• Married stone mason Joe Smith on 4 Jul 1903 at St Augustine, Scissett 

• 1911 Census: publican (38) of Waggon & Horses 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 11 Feb 1913 to 3 Jun 1913 

• Likely died 29 Jan 1940 aged 68 at Shepley, buried 1 Feb 1940 at St. Paul, Shepley 

Wright Smithies (1859-1938) 

• Born in Bradford 

• 1891 Census: innkeeper of Shakespeare Inn, York Street, Leeds 

• 1901 Census: innkeeper in Skipton 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 28 Mar 1905 to 27 Mar 1906 

• 1911 Census: publican of the Chequers Inn, Holbeck, Leeds 

• Died in Halifax aged 78 on 16 Jan 1938 

Edwin Stead (1850-1914) 

• Born 7 Nov 1850 in Honley (likely Shady Row, Meltham Mills), son of George Stead and his 

wife Jane (née Sykes), baptised 8 Dec 1850 at Meltham Mills 

• First cousin (once removed) of Tom Allen Stead (c.1888-1946) 

• Married spinster Sarah Ann Sugden (1854-1900) on 1 Oct 1879 at St. Michael, Shelf 

• Children: Angelina (1880-1968) who married mason Harry Mellor, Marion (1882-?), Lucy (1887-

?), Emma (1890-?), George (1891-1891) & Fanny (1892-?) 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 2 Oct 1883 to his death 

• Died 19 Jan 1914 aged 62, buried 22 Jan 1914 at St. Michael, Shelf 

Norah Stead (c.1890-1977) née Harper 

• Born in Wombwell, daughter of miner Thomas Harper and his wife Sarah 

• Married milner’s labourer Tom Allen Stead (27) of Helme on 6 Sep 1915 at South Crosland 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 7 May 1946 (following death of husband) to 6 Dec 1955 

Tom Allen Stead (c.1888-1946) 

• Son of Samuel Stead and his wife Elizabeth (née Hirst), baptised 1 Jul 1888 at Meltham Mills 

• First cousin (once removed) of Edwin Stead 

• Married spinster Norah Harper (25) of Hill Top Netherton, on 6 Sep 1915 at South Crosland 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 7 May 1940 until his death 

George William Stewart 

• Licensee of Railway Hotel from 6 Aug 1935 to 8 Feb 1938 

  

 
236 No father’s name recorded in marriage register. 
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Benjamin Sykes (c.1808-1884?) 

• Married Mary Ann Shaw237 on 2 Oct 1831 at Huddersfield 

• Children: Joseph (c.1833-?), William (c.1834-?), Sarah A. (c.1838-?), Hannah (c.1841-?) & Alice 

(c.1845-?) 

• 1841 Census: ale seller (30) of Rushy [Rush] Grove, Holthead <Lamb Inn?> 

• 1851 Census: widower grocer (43) of Rushy Grove, Holthead 

• 1871 Census: woollen weaver (63) of Quebec, Holthead 

• Possibly the Benjamin Sykes who died aged 78, buried 26 Feb 1884 at Slaithwaite 

Caroline Sykes (1889-1977?) 

• Born 19 Feb 1889 in Golcar, daughter of bookkeeper John Sykes and his wife Mary Elizabeth 

(née Mellor), baptised 21 Apr 1889 at Golcar 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 2 Jun 1914 to 4 Aug 1914 

• Married manager John Arnold Livesey on 17 May 1919 at Slaithwaite 

John Sykes (c.1804-1891) — farmer 

• Unsuccessfully applied for a licence at the 1874 Upper Agbrigg Licensing Sessions 

• Died on 15 Jul 1891 aged 88, buried 18 Jul at Helme 

John Sykes (c.1855-1908) — bookkeeper & innkeeper 

• Son of Benjamin Sykes and his wife Hannah (née) Taylor 

• Married Mary Elizabeth Mellor on 3 Jun 1876 at Linthwaite 

• Children: Annie Taylor (c.1878-1914), Clara (c.1879-?), Tom (c.1882-?), Emily (c.1887-?), 

Caroline (1889-?) & Laura (c.1893-?) 

• 1901 Census: bookkeeper (46) of Golcar 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 27 Mar 1906 until his death 

• Died 27 Jul 1908 at the inn, buried 29 Jul at Golcar 

Mary Elizabeth Sykes (c.1854-1914) née Mellor 

• Born in Linthwaite, daughter of James Mellor and his wife Lavinia, baptised 22 Oct 1854 at 

Linthwaite 

• Married John Sykes on 3 Jun 1876 at Linthwaite 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 18 Sep 1908 until her death 

• 1911 Census: widow landlady (56) of Victoria Hotel, Station Street 

• Died 17 Mar 1914 aged 59 at the inn, buried 19 Mar at Golcar 

Rhoda Sykes (1857-1934) – see Rhoda Brook   

 
237 Died aged 37, buried 26 May 1850 at Slaithwaite. 
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Walter Sykes (1807-1885) – labourer, pinder, weaver & beerhouse keeper 

• Born 27 Jan 1807, son of William Sykes and his wife Sarah (née Pearson), baptised 29 Mar 1807 

at Meltham 

• Married Betty Taylor238 of Netherthong on 9 Sep 1832 at Almondbury 

• Children: William (1833-?)239, Ruth (c.1839-1927)240 & Sarah (c.1843-?) 

• Reportedly keeper of the Lucky beerhouse 

• Appointed to the role of town pinder for Meltham Half as early as 1861 

• 1841 Census: clothier (30) of Lane Bottom 

• 1851 Census: widower general labourer (43) of Town Street (South Side) 

• 1861 Census: widower stone quarry labourer (54) of Mill Moor 

• 1871 Census: widower pinder (64) of Mill Moor 

• 1881 Census: widower woollen weaver (74) of Mitchell’s Buildings 

• Died aged 78, buried 7 Nov 1885 at Meltham 

 

  

 
238 Died aged 33 in Dec 1844, buried 16 Dec at Meltham. 
239 Baptised 26 May 1833 at Meltham. Married Ellen Haigh on 24 Aug 1856 at Almondbury. Moved to Tintwistle, 

Cheshire. 
240 Baptised 31 Mar 1839 at Meltham. Married carder Abraham Wood, son of carder George Wood, on 6 Apr 1861 

at Almondbury. 
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Abraham Taylor (c.1813-1891) — woollen manufacturer, beerseller & shop manager 

• Born in Meltham, son of James Taylor and his wife Betty, baptised 21 Feb 1813 at Meltham 

• Married Martha Waterhouse (1808-1852) on 1 May 1836, daughter of James Waterhouse and 

his wife Hannah (née Dawson) of The Kitten 

• Married widow Hannah Steel (c.1823-?) [née ?] of Meltham on 3 May 1860 at Almondbury 

• Children: James Waterhouse (1840-1894)241, Benjamin (c.1843-1898)242, Dan (c.1845-?)243, 

Hannah (c.1848-?), Martha (c.1850-?) & Lydia (c.1868-?)244 

• 1841 Census: clothier (25) of Mill Moor 

• 1851 Census: woollen cloth dresser (38) of Mill Moor 

• 1861 Census: woollen manufacturer (48) of Mill Moor 

• c.1861: Taylor opened New Inn beerhouse at 2 Mill Moor Road, next door to Cat Inn 

• White’s 1866: beerhouse keeper <New Inn> 

• 1871 Census: beerseller (58) of New Inn, 2 Mill Moor Road 

• Fined 10s. plus expenses in Dec 1871 after being found guilty of being drunk on a train 

• Licence renewal for New Inn refused at 1878 Brewster Session after objections from adjoining 

Wesleyan Chapel who wished to acquire the land 

• 1881 Census: shop manager (68 [58]) of 25 Vernon Street, Saddleworth 

• Died aged 78 

Betty Taylor (c.1804-1844) – see Betty Walshaw 

Charlotte Taylor (c.1798-1864) — See Charlotte Siddall 

George Taylor (c.1776-?) — beerhouse keeper 

• Married Margaret ? 

• Pigot’s 1841: beer retailer <probably Th’ Owd Pig> 

• 1841 Census: retailer of beer (65) of Pinfold245 <probably Th’ Owd Pig> 

• Likely died prior to 1851 Census 

  

 
241 Baptised 8 Nov 1840 at Meltham. Married cotton winder Hannah Hirst (1831-1887) [brother of innkeeper 

Charles William Hirst] on 23 Oct 1864 at the Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel, Huddersfield. Died 6 Dec 1894 after 

contracting pneumonia at Huddersfield Infirmary, where he had been hospitalised following the collapse of the 

Sefton Mills (Meltham) weaving shed floor during an auction on 8 Nov. James Bentley Crosland, son of Alderman 

James Crosland, was the other victim of the floor collapse. Thomas Henry Hirst, who would later become the 

landlord of the Swan Inn, received a “bad injury to the neck”. 
242 Married Mary Whiteley, daughter of delver Richard Whiteley, on 9 Mar 1863 at Almondbury. Died aged 56 on 

8 Dec 1898, buried 12 Dec at Meltham Mills. 
243 Married Lucy Lee, daughter of gardener Joseph Lee, on 29 Feb 1868 at Almondbury. 
244 Baptised 12 Jul 1868 at Meltham. 
245 Also residing with them is Crispin Taylor (aged 20), who is likely the (illegitimate?) son of Nancy Taylor 

baptised on 3 Dec 1820 at Meltham, so perhaps George and Margaret’s grandson. 
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James Taylor (?-1783?) — brewer & innkeeper 

• Named as a brewer of Meltham Mill Moor on baptismal record for his daughter Mary (2 May 

1761) 

• Innkeeper named in the Licence Registers between 1771 and 1781 (marked as “sick” in 1778 and 

“infirm” in 1781) 

• Presumably the James Taylor of Meltham Ginnel246 who was buried 29 Aug 1783 at Meltham 

James Taylor (c.1786-1856) — clothier, innkeeper & agricultural labourer 

• Born in Meltham247 

• Married Grace Woodhead (c.1791-1869)248 on 21 Aug 1809 at Almondbury 

• Resided at Lanebottom and later Cop (see baptism records of children) 

• Children: John (c.1813-?)249, Rebecca (c.1815-1900)250, Mary (c.1818-?)251, William Woodhead 

(c.1820-1896)252, Ann (c.1824-1863)253 & Matthew (c.1825-?)254 

• Was an innkeeper by 1838255 

• Pigot’s 1841: William the Fourth256 

• 1841 Census: publican (55) of Dud, Meltham <William IV> 

• White’s 1842: William IV 

• 1851 Census: agricultural labourer (66), residing with with son-in-law Richard Batley at Snape 

Farm, Harden Hill 

• Most likely died aged 71 and buried 19 Jan 1856 at Meltham 

  

 
246 This may be the clothier James Taylor of Ginnel whose daughter Hannah was baptised 21 Mar 1765 at 

Meltham... unfortunately James Taylor was a common name! 
247 Possibly the James Taylor baptised 27 Mar 1785 at Meltham, son of clothier Joseph Taylor of Meltham Ginnel 

(who in turn may be the Joseph Taylor baptised 7 Apr 1756, son of clothier James Taylor of Meltham Ginnel who 

may have been the brewer and innkeeper of that name). 
248 Possibly the Grace Woodhead baptised 3 Apr 1791 at Meltham, daughter of Abraham Woodhead of Royd. 

After being widowed in 1856, likely spent her final years living with daughter Rebecca at Butternab, South 

Crosland. Died aged 82 and buried 17 Apr 1869 at Meltham. 
249 Baptised 2 Jun 1813 at Meltham. 
250 Baptised 27 Aug 1815 at Meltham. Married farmer Joshua Brook (21) of Dungeon Grove (Lockwood) on 23 

September 1838 at Almondbury. Resided at her husband’s farm at Butternab (which passed to her son-in-law John 

Carr France after her husband’s death on 10 Jun 1861) for most of her life, but possibly spent her final years at 

Deanhouse Workhouse (burial record states she was of Deanhouse). Died aged 84 and buried 18 Mar 1900 at 

South Crosland. 
251 Baptised 5 Apr 1818 at Meltham. Possibly the Mary Taylor who died aged 15 of Golcar Brow, buried 26 Aug 

1831 at Meltham, or perhaps the Mary Taylor (daughter of James) who married coal miner Daniel Hepponstall 

(23) of Meltham on 26 Oct 1840 at Almondbury. 
252 Worked as a farm labourer for farmer and innkeeper James Johnson of Friendship Inn, Acre Side, Meltham 

(1861 Census). Worked as a labourer for his widowed sister farmer Rebecca Brook [Rebekah Brooke] of Butternab, 

South Crosland (1871 Census). Inmate of Crosland Moor Workhouse (1881 & 1891 Census). 
253 Born in Meltham, but no baptismal record found. Married widower farmer Richard Batley (32) of Upperthong 

on 28 Jan 1850 at Almondbury. Died aged 40 and buried 12 Jun 1863 at St. John, Upperthong. Widower labourer 

Richard Batley then married Charlotte Law 1 Aug 1864. 
254 Baptised 6 Oct 1825 at Meltham. 
255 Occupation given when daughter Rebecca married Joshua Brook in Sep 1838. 
256 Presumably coincidental, but William appears to have been their fourth child. 
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John Taylor 

• Pigot’s 1841: retailer of beer at Helme 

Nancy Taylor (c.1794-1868) – see Nancy Knight 

Robert Taylor 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 25 June 1895 to 26 Jan 1897 

Sarah Ellen Taylor (1864-1919) – see Sarah Ellen Shepherd 

John Cuttell Teale (c.1834-1915) — carpenter, innkeeper, & surveyor architect 

• Born in Holmfirth, son of George Teale 

• 1851 Census: carpenter & joiner (17) of Birch Hill, Wooldale, residing with grandfather Joseph 

Cuttle 

• Married Emma Hoyle (1842-1881)257, daughter of manufacturer Eli Hoyle and his wife Hannah, 

on 27 Feb 1862 at St. John, Upperthong 

• 1871 Census: architect & surveyor (37) of Royd Cottage, Cartworth 

• Licensee of Swan Inn by 1879 to 2 Oct 1883, after which he became the innkeeper of the 

Junction Inn, Denshaw (HC 24 Aug 1883) 

• 1881 Census: publican (47) of Swan Inn, Market Place 

• Married Martha Hoyle, daughter of manufacturer Joshua Hoyle, on 26 Feb 1885 at St. David, 

Holmbridge 

• 1891 Census: retired architect (57) of Eccelsbourn Cottage, Lumber Lane, Belper, Derbyshire 

• 1901 Census: living on own means (67) of Windmill Lane, Belper, Derbyshire 

• 1911 Census: private means (77) of Windmill House, Belper, Derbyshire 

• Died 22 Apr 1915 aged 82 at Belper, Derbyshire 

Mary Ann Thewlis (c.1808-1868) – see Mary Ann Crosland 

John Tinker 

• Licensee of Golden Fleece from circa 1854 to circa 1857 

• Jun 1855: fined 5s. plus expenses for being open during prohibited hours (HC 3 Jul 1855) 

Ronald Toulcher (1920-?) 

• Born in the Huddersfield area 

• Married Annie Rigby circa 1944 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 4 Dec 1962 to 3 Sep 1963 

 

  

 
257 Born 5 Jan 1842, baptised 27 Mar 1842 at Holy Trinity, Holmfirth 
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Ada Walker (1906-1986?) née Crow 

• Born 10 Jul 1906 

• Married farmer & innkeeper Elliott Walker (1907-1946) in 1931 

• Licensee of New Inn from 7 May 1946 to 4 Mar 1952 

Elliott Walker (1853-1926) — cotton piecer, weaver & innkeeper 

• Born 1 Aug 1853 in Linthwaite, the son of wool mill slubber John Walker and his wife Mary 

Ann (née Wood), baptised 13 Nov 1853 at Slaithwaite 

• Married Sarah Lockwood on 7 Jul 1877 at Linthwaite 

• Children: John (1882-1942) & Edith (1878-1907)258 

• Licensee of New Inn from 27 Oct 1903 to 5 Oct 1926 

Elliott Walker (1907-1946) — farmer & innkeeper 

• Born 4 Oct 1907, son of John Walker and his wife Elizabeth Ann (née Levitt), baptised 10 Nov 

1907 at Helme 

• Grandson of innkeeper Elliott Walker (1853-1926) 

• Married Ada Crow in 1931 

• Licensee of New Inn from 7 Jul 1942 to 7 May 1946 

• 1939 Register: farmer (assisting father) of New Inn, Meltham 

• Died 16 Mar 1946, aged 38 

John Walker (1882-1942) — labourer, farmer & innkeeper 

• Born 2 Mar 1882, son of innkeeper Elliott Walker and his wife Sarah (née Lockwood) 

• Married Elizabeth Ann Levitt (1880-1911)259, daughter of Harry, on 2 Apr 1904 at Helme 

• Children: Elliott (1907-1946)260 & Elizabeth Ann (1911-?)261 

• Licensee of New Inn from 5 Oct 1926 to 7 Jul 1942 (death) 

• 1939 Register: publican & farmer of New Inn, Meltham 

• Died 28 May 1942 at the Surgical Home, Highfields Road, Huddersfield 

  

 
258 Edith married Charles Taylor in 1905 but died aged 29, a year after their only child was born. 
259 Died aged 30, buried 6 Apr 1911 at Helme, so must have died within a couple of days of the 1911 Census being 

taken. 
260 John is named as a labourer of Red Lane, Meltham, on his son’s baptismal record. 
261 Named after her mother, who died within a few weeks of her birth. Married Jack Mellor on 3 Jun 1933 at 

Helme. 
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Lister Green Walker (c.1844-1902) — mechanic, innkeeper & iron turner 

• Son of beer seller & clothier George Walker of Slaithwaite and his wife Susan, baptised 2 Jun 

1844 at Slaithwaite 

• 1871 Census: mechanic (26) of Carr Lane, Slaithwaite 

• Married Martha Ann Winn, daughter of farmer Joseph Winn, on 10 Aug 1876 at Lockwood (at 

which time they were both residing at the Railway Hotel, Lockwood) 

• Licensee of Rose & Crown from circa April 1878262 to 29 Oct 1879 

• 1891 Census: iron turner (47) of Slaithwaite 

• 1901 Census: iron turner (57) of Slaithwaite 

• Died aged 58 

Betty Walshaw (c.1804-1844) née Taylor — beer shop keeper 

• Married clothier Abraham Walshaw on 6 Jul 1832 at Almondbury 

• Children: Charles Taylor (c.1824-?) & Hannah Walshaw (c.1833-?)263 

• Married blacksmith Charles Graham on 26 Dec 1839 at Meltham 

• 1839: beer shop keeper of Mill Bank (marriage register) <likely Loose Pulley> 

• Died aged 40, buried 4 Apr 1844 at Meltham 

Alice Waterhouse (1880-?) née Crosland — beerhouse keeper 

• Daughter of farmer Joseph Crosland 

• Married cotton spinner Mitchell Waterhouse (21) of Golcar Brow on 28 Sep 1901 at Meltham 

• Licensee of Cat Inn from 7 Feb 1911 (following Mitchell’s death) until 2 Apr 1912 

• Likely married woollen spinner Charles John Taylor (c.1878-?) of Meltham in late 1911 

Hannah Waterhouse (c.1780-1852) née Dawson — beerhouse keeper 

• Probably daughter of clothier James Dawson of Meltham, baptised with her twin sister Martha 

on 19 Mar 1780 

• Possibly aunt of John Waterhouse (c.1798-1859) 

• Married James Waterhouse (c.1778-1840) on 4 Feb 1805 at Almondbury 

• Pigot’s 1841: retailer of beer, Mill Moor <presumably The Kitten beerhouse> 

• 1841 Census: retailer of beer (60) of Mill Moor, residing next door to John Waterhouse 

<probably The Kitten beerhouse> 

• White’s 1842: beerhouse keeper <presumably The Kitten beerhouse> 

• 1851 Census: annuitant (72) of Mill Moor, residing with granddaughters Leah Taylor & Hannah 

Taylor 

• Died aged 73, buried 20 Jul 1852 at Meltham 

  

 
262 A farewell dinner was held in April 1878 when Lister Green Walker left the employment of W. Whiteley & 

Sons of Prospect Iron Works, Lockwood, “to take possession of the well-known Rose and Crown Hotel, Meltham” 

(Huddersfield Chronicle 6 Apr 1878). 
263 Baptised 9 Jun 1833 at Meltham. 1851 Census is lodging with Amelia Taylor at Golcar Brow. 
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James Waterhouse (c.1778-1840) — clothier & beerhouse keeper 

• Son of James Waterhouse of Popley Butts and his wife Martha (née Pogson)264, baptised 6 Sep 

1778 at Meltham 

• Married Hannah Dawson (c.1780-1852) on 4 Feb 1805 at Almondbury 

• Children: Martha (1808-1852)265 who married Abraham Taylor (who opened the New Inn circa 

1861), Hannah (c.1814-?)266, Tommy (c.1817-1817)267, Sally (c.1821-1821) & Betty (c.1822-1822) 

• Pigot’s 1831: retailer of beer of Mill Moor <presumably The Kitten beerhouse> 

• Died aged 62, buried 11 Mar 1840 at Meltham 

John Waterhouse (c.1798-1859) 

• Possibly the son of Margaret Waterhouse born 15 Jun 1798 and baptised on 15 Jul 1798 at 

Meltham 

• Possibly nephew of Hannah Waterhouse 

• Married Sarah Hirst on 20 Nov 1820 at Almondbury 

• Children: John (c.1823-1890), Edward (c.1826-?), twins Richard & Matthew (c.1828-?)268, 

Margaret (c.1831-?)269 who married Nimrod Earnshaw, Timothy (c.1837-1847)270 & Abraham 

(c.1840-?)271 

• 1841 Census: retailer of beer (40) of Mill Moor <Cat Inn> 

• 1843: described as an innkeeper of Meltham when his cousin Matthew was convicted of 

assaulting John Garlick of Swan Inn 

• 1851 Census: woollen manufacturer & beer shop keeper (53) of Mill Moor <Cat Inn> 

• 1856: fined 13 shillings for “selling ale between eight and nine o’clock” on the morning of 

Sunday 24 February272 

• Jan 1858: fined 5s. plus expenses for selling beer on a Sunday afternoon 

• Died aged 60, buried on 20 Feb 1859 at Meltham 

John Waterhouse (c.1823-1890) — clogger & beerhouse keeper 

• Son of John Waterhouse and his wife Sarah, baptised 26 Oct 1823 at Meltham 

• Known by the nickname “Wacko”273 

• Married Martha Mitchell on 21 Feb 1848 at Almondbury 

• Children: Mary (c.1849-?), Timothy (c.1850-1907), Ann (c.1854-?), Charles (c.1857-?), Sarah 

(c.1862-?), Flora (c.1865-?), Clara (c.1866-?), Margaret (c.1870-1871) & Martha (c.1874-?) 

• 1851 Census: clogger (27) of Greensend 

• 1861 Census: clogger (39) of Cheddle 

• 1871 Census: beerseller (48) of Mill Moor <The Cat> 

• 1881 Census: publican (57) of The Cat, Mill Moor 

• Died aged 58, buried 19 Feb 1890 at Meltham 

 
264 Married 5 Feb 1769. 
265 Born 27 Nov 1808, baptised 8 Jan 1809 at Meltham. Died aged 43, buried 22 Sep 1852 at Meltham. 
266 Baptised 20 Feb 1814 at Meltham. 
267 Baptised 2 Feb 1817 at Meltham, 
268 Richard baptised 30 Nov 1828 at Meltham. Matthew possibly died in infancy. 
269 Baptised 25 Dec 1831 at Meltham. 
270 Baptised 9 Jul 1837 at Meltham. 
271 Baptised 19 Apr 1840 at Meltham. 
272 “Magistrates in Petty Sessions” in Huddersfield Chronicle 1 March 1856. 
273 “Meltham: The Hunt” in Huddersfield Chronicle 17 February 1872. 
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Mitchell Waterhouse (1875-1911) — cotton spinner & beerhouse keeper 

• Born 17 Nov 1875, illegitimate son274 of Ann Waterhouse (sister of Timothy), baptised 29 Dec 

1875 at Meltham 

• Married Alice Crosland (21) of Royd Edge, daughter of farmer Joseph Crosland, on 28 Sep 1901 

at Meltham 

• Children: John (c.1903-1984?)275, Edgar (1907-1979)276 & Ann (c.1909-?)277 

• Licensee of Cat Inn from 1 Dec 1908 until his death in 1911 

Timothy Waterhouse (c.1850-1907) — cotton spinner & beerseller 

• Son of John Waterhouse and his wife Martha (née Mitchell), baptised 17 Mar 1850 at Meltham 

• Married spinster Jane Taylor, daughter of weaver Uriah Taylor, (35) on 3 Mar 1877 at Meltham 

• Married Elizabeth Meal of Linthwaite on 24 Apr 1890 at Linthwaite 

• Licensee of Cat Inn from 4 Feb 1890 until his death 

• 1891 Census: beer seller (41) of Factory Lane, Meltham <Cat Inn> 

• 1901 Census: innkeeper (51) of Cat Inn, Mill Moor 

• Died 14 Oct 1907 aged 57, estate valued £1,499 10s. 11d. 

Joe Whiteley (c.1850-1905) 

• Born in Marsden, possibly an illegitimate child278 

• Married Elizabeth Taylor (20), daughter of cloth miller Joseph Taylor, of Helme on 3 Dec 1871 

at Helme 

• Children: Fred (1874-?)279, William (1875-?)280, Joel (1876-1948), Sarah Hannah (1881-?)281 & 

Ernest (1895-1950)282 

• 1881 Census: woollen fettler (30) at Spinks Mire 

• 1891 Census: woollen card cleaner (40) of Spinks Mire 

• 1901 Census: innkeeper (51) of Travellers Rest Inn, Spring Hill 

• Died 25 Oct 1905 aged 55, buried 28 Oct 1905 at Meltham Mills 

  

 
274 Mitchell’s marriage registry entry gives his father’s name as Richard Haigh, but this was then crossed out. 
275 Baptised 31 Mar 1903 at Meltham. 
276 Baptised 7 Jul 1907 at Meltham. Married Doris Foulds (25), daughter of miner Arthur Foulds, on 4 May 1935 at 

Meltham. Worked as a silk dyer and lived at 103 Helme Lane (1939 Register). 
277 Baptised 14 Jul 1909 at Meltham. Likely married Joe A. Hirst in 1938. 
278 His father’s name is not given on the marriage register entry. 
279 Born 16 Mar 1874 and baptised 10 Sep 1876 at Helme. 
280 Born 9 Oct 1875 and baptised 10 Sep 1876 at Helme. 
281 Born 17 Feb 1881 and baptised 11 Sep 1881 at Helme. 
282 Born 28 Feb 1895 and baptised 5 May 1895 at Helme. Married Beatrice Hannah Redfearn (1897-1960) on 15 

Feb 1922 at Meltham. Died 17 Feb 1950 at Meltham. 
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Joel Whiteley (1876-1948) 

• Born 25 Jul 1876, son of innkeeper Joe Whiteley & his wife Elizabeth (née Taylor), baptised 10 

Sep 1876 at Helme 

• Also known as “Jack” (1939 Register) 

• Married Sarah Elizabeth Dyson (26), daughter of broker William Dyson, on 18 Jun 1904 at 

Meltham 

• Children: Gladys Elizabeth (c.1908-1997)283 and Annie (1915-1991)284 [married Louis Irving in 

1937] 

• Licensee of Travellers Rest Inn from 23 Jan 1906 to 7 Feb 1939 

• 1901 Census: bobbin maker (24) of Travellers Rest Inn, Spring Hill 

• 1911 Census: publican (34) of Travellers Rest, Meltham 

• 1939 Register: retired publican, Travellers Rest, Meltham 

• Died aged 71 

Charles Henry Whitham (c.1878-1933) 

• Born in Honley, son of dye house labourer Ben Whitham and his wife Mary A. 

• Married Hannah Moorhouse (c.1878-1934), daughter of stone mason Fred Moorhouse and his 

wife Sarah or Golcar Brow, on 1 Nov 1902 at Meltham Baptist Chapel 

• Children: Ethel (1913-?)285 

• 1911 Census: stocker at cotton mill (33) of Higher Bent Ley 

• Licensee of Victoria Hotel from 7 Dec 1915 to 5 Dec 1916 

• Enlisted with the West Yorkshire Regiment on 10 Oct 1916 at Halifax, discharged 9 Oct 1917 

with note “D.A.H. attrib.”286 

• Died 1 Jul 1933 at 15 New Street, Meltham 

John Henry Wilkinson 

• Licensee of Wood Cottage Hotel from 17 Dec 1901 to 28 Mar 1905 

• Possibly former grocer John Henry Wilkinson (c.1856-1915?) of Lindley who was a boarding 

house keeper of 26 Ramsden Street, Huddersfield, in the 1911 Census 

Thomas R. Williams 

• Licensee of Waggon & Horses from 2 Feb 1971 to 7 Dec 1971 

Derrick Wood 

• Licensee of New Inn from 6 Oct 1970 to …? 

• Name of New Inn officially changed to Wills o’ Nats on 5 Jan 1973 

 

 

 
283 Baptised 5 Apr 1908 at Meltham. Married Leslie Brabiner on 16 Feb 1931 at Helme. Died aged 89. 
284 Born 4 Nov 1915. Died aged 75. 
285 Born 11 Jan 1913. Probably married Albert Baines in 1934. 
286 Recorded as Private #24698. D.A.H. meaning “Disordered Action of the Heart”, akin to Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD). 
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John Woodhead 

• Licensee of Shepherds Inn by Dec 1864 

Louie Wrigley (1904-1979) – see Louie Cross 

 

  



133 
 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

Huddersfield Chronicle (23 February 1861) 

MAGISTRATES IN PETTY SESSIONS. 

WEST RIDING COURT HOUSE, PRINCESS STREET. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH. 

On the Bench: Capt. Crosland and T. Mallinson, Esq. 

UNUSUAL APPLICATION. 

Abraham Taylor, of Meltham, applied for a summons against Police Constable Henry Kinson, 

for being drunk and disorderly on the 5th instant, at that place. Mr. Superintendent Heaton 

requested the bench not to grant the summons, on the ground that the case had been reported to 

the Chief Constable, who had punished the officer severely and he believed the application was 

only made and the accusation got up for the purpose of creating a “scene in court,” at the 

expense of the police officer. Besides this, it the bench would question the applicant they would 

find that Taylor knew nothing about the case of his own knowledge. The case had been 

thoroughly investigated, and the man had been reduced to a third-class officer, removed to 

another station, and cautioned as to his future conduct. On these grounds he (Mr. Heaton) 

asked the bench not to interfere in the management of the police force, but to leave the force to 

the action of the Chief Constable.  

Mr. Crosland  — The question is, if the applicant presses for the summons can we, or have we 

the power to refuse the granting of it? Have we a right to say — if we felt so disposed — we 

won’t hear this case?  

Mr. Laycock — You have not the power to refuse the application, but when the case comes 

before you. for hearing, and you find that the officer has already been punished by the Chief 

Constable, you will probably think the defendant has been sufficiently punished already, and 

dismiss the case, but you must grant the summons.  

Mr. Mallinson remarked to Taylor, the applicant, that he would be a very foolish man to press 

for the summons after the expression of opinion from the bench.  

Superintendent Heaton — Your worships can use your own discretion, but I wish you not to 

interfere in the management of the police force, for I am determined so long as I hold the office 

I do, that every case of misconduct reported to me shall not be huddled up in any way, but I will 

ravel it out to the very bottom; but I don’t wish the men to be persecuted, as this man seems to 

be. He has already been most severely punished; he has been reduced from a second to a third-

class officer, which reduces his wages from 20s. to 18s. per week; he has been severely 

reprimanded, and removed from among his friends in Meltham to another and strange station; 

and there is no knowing what his loss will be. It is not a tine of 5s. or 10s., but it is a permanent 

reduction of 2s. per week, and no one can tell how long that will go on.  
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Taylor still pressed for the summons.  

Mr. Crosland (to Superintendent Heaton) — Suppose it was the case of a man in our employ, or 

in the employ of any master, and he had committed himself in a similar manner, we take it into 

our serious consideration and discharge the man. That would be a severe punishment for him, 

but would that prevent your police from bringing the man up before the magistrates, and having 

him again punished?  

Superintendent Heaton  — It is quite a different case — the one is a private servant, while the 

officer is a servant of the public, paid by the public, and punished by a public officer; and I think 

you ought not to interfere with the management of the police.  

Mr. Crosland — I think there is no difference whatever between the cases.  

Taylor still pressing for it, the summons was then granted.  

TUESDAY. 

On the Bench: J.T. Fisher, Charles Brook, and L.R. Starkey, Esqrs. 

THE CASE OF THE MELTHAM POLICEMAN. — AN APPROACH TO PERSECUTION. 

Police Constable Kinson, formerly stationed at Meltham, was charged with being drunk and 

disorderly at that place on the 5th inst. The facts have already appeared, the circumstances 

attending the application for authority to prefer the charge being reported in the proceedings at 

the court on Saturday last. On Mr. Freeman (who appeared on behalf of the informant, 

Abraham Taylor), rising to open the case, Mr. Heaton at once objected to its being heard, on 

the ground that the policeman had already been punished by the chief constable. In this 

objection he was supported by Mr. Learoyd, who contended that the prosecution was contrary 

to the spirit of the English law, which provided that no person should be twice punished for the 

same offence. He claimed, therefore, to set up an estoppel to the proceedings. Mr. Freeman 

contended that the magistrates had no right to decline the hearing of this case on account of 

anything that had previously transpired. After a long discussion on the point, the magistrates 

resolved to hear the case. Mr. Freeman then proceeded. He said the informant did not appear 

from any vindictive feeling towards the policeman, but merely in the discharge of a public duty, 

as he thought a policeman, no more than any other person, should be exempt from magisterial 

proceedings for drunkenness. The informant, himself, however, did not see the defendant in a 

state of drunkenness.  

Mr. Learoyd then took an objection in limine; the informant had taken an oath, and laid an 

information, but he had nothing to complain of. Mr. Freeman replied that he was not 

complaining of private injury, but on behalf of the public. Subsequently the evidence was taken, 

and the witnesses proved beyond doubt that defendant was found lying insensibly drunk in a 

field between Meltham and Meltham Mills, at six o’ clock on the morning of the 5th inst.; that 

he was utterly incapable, and had to be conveyed to his home in a wheelbarrow; and that when 

he partially recovered, he struggled slightly with those around him. Informant Taylor stated that 

one of the reasons why he had brought the information was because a little girl of his was 

frightened by seeing the policeman when going to her work. When pressed by Mr. Learoyd in 
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cross-examination, Taylor admitted that he had been promised the money to defray the 

expenses of the prosecution, and that one man named William Pickles had already given him 

3s. towards it. Pickles had been summoned by the defendant for cruelty to animals. When 

questioned as to whether he himself was not an habitual drunkard, Taylor said he was not, but 

admitted that he might perhaps get drunk once a month.  

James Haigh, a cloth miller, deposed to finding the defendant in the state described. Cross-

examined — Had known the officer for two or three years, and never heard of anything 

irregular in his conduct before. He had discharged his duties in a faithful and honest manner. 

Joseph Lunn, a private watchman, also spoke to finding the defendant drunk; he never saw any 

one in a worse state. Could not say whether or not he had been drugged  — but had he been he 

could not have looked worse. Cross-examined — Defendant’s conduct had always been very 

bad so far as he could learn; he meant with regard to his duty. He did not look after it rightly, 

but spent his time with him (witness) instead, and he had often talked to him respecting it.  

Mr. Learoyd, in answering the case, characterised the prosecution as persecution of the basest 

sort. Who was the man that came forward to vindicate the public morality? Who, in the name 

of the public, must needs come forward and complain of an offence which he had not 

witnessed? Who, in spite of the remonstrances of the bench, must wrest from them their 

jurisdiction in the issuing of the summons? A man who acknowledged himself a drunkard, 

though he boasted he had never been fined. It was beyond all reason and toleration that such a 

man should make himself the centre of a subscription for the purpose of bringing the defendant 

there, knowing at the same time that he had been punished before. He said:— “Heaven save us 

from such defenders of the public morals as Abraham Taylor of Meltham.” That the policeman 

was in a senseless state he would not deny; but they would marvel when he said that he had 

only two small glasses of rum; and it was not too much to presume that those who had been 

base enough to get up this persecution might be base enough to get that drink drugged for the 

purpose of reducing the man to the condition in which he was found. The defendant had 

already been dealt with by Col. Cobbe; he had been reduced from a second to a third-class 

salary; 2s. per week had been taken from his wages; he had been removed from Meltham to 

another district, and required to pay the expenses of his own removal. This punishment was 

inflicted under the authority of an act of parliament; therefore it was a legal punishment, and it 

was a maxim of our law that a man shall not be twice vexed for one and the same offence. He 

felt that they could not too strongly denounce the spirit of persecution manifested.  

Mr. Heaton having deposed to the punishment inflicted on the officer by Colonel Cobbe, the 

bench considered their decision; and the Chairman at length said they gathered from the 

evidence that Taylor had complained to the policeman's superior officer, and when he had done 

that, and it produced the effects it had, he had done his duty. The policeman had already paid a 

penalty for the offence, and they therefore dismissed the case. 
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1830 BEERHOUSE ACT 

21 May 1830 

A BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To permit the general Sale of Beer by Retail in England. 

Whereas it is expedient, for the better supplying the Public with Beer in England, to give greater 

facilities for the Sale thereof than are at present afforded by Licenses to Keepers of Inns, 

Alehouses and Victualling Houses; be it therefore enacted, by The KING’S most Excellent 

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from 

and after the Tenth day of October one thousand eight hundred and thirty, it shall and may be 

lawful for any and every person who shall obtain a license for that purpose under the provisions 

of this Act, to sell Beer, Ale and Porter by retail in any part of England, in any house or 

premises specified in such license, any thing in any Act or Acts heretofore made or in force at 

the time of the passing of this Act to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for every and any person (other than and 

except such persons as are hereafter specially excepted) who shall be desirous of selling Beer, 

Ale and Porter by retail under the provisions of this Act, to apply for and to obtain an Excise 

license for that purpose; and in every application for such license there shall be specified set 

forth and inserted the Christian name and surname of the party applying for such license, and a 

description of the house or premises in which Beer, Ale and Porter is intended to be sold by 

retail by such person, together with the Christian names and surnames, and the occupation and 

residence of the person or persons who shall be proposed as surety or sureties for the party so to 

be licensed and any and every such license which shall be taken out within the limits of the chief 

office of Excise in London, shall be granted under the hands and seals of two or more of the 

Commissioners of Excise for the time being, or of such persons as they the said Commissioners 

of Excise, or the major part of them for the time being, shall from time to time authorize employ 

or direct for that purpose; and any and every such license which shall be taken out in any part 

England, not within the said limits, shall be granted under the respective hands and seals of the 

several collectors and supervisors of Excise within their respective collections and districts; and 

it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners of Excise, or any two or more of them respectively, 

and for the person to be authorized employed or directed by the said Commissioners, or the 

major part of them, and also for all such collectors and supervisors, and they are hereby 

respectively authorized and required, within Ten days after the application shall have been 

made for the same, and upon execution by the party, and his surety or sureties of the bond 

hereinafter mentioned, and any time after upon the execution of such bond, to grant such 

license to the persons who shall apply for the same, the person so applying first paying for such 

license a duty of Two pounds two shillings, to be applied and accounted for as hereinafter 

directed; and every such license shall be dated on the day when the same shall be granted, and 

shall expire at the end of Twelve calendar months after the day on which such license shall be 

dated; and every such license shall be according to the form in the Schedule annexed to this Act, 
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and shall be duly registered in the proper department of the Excise: Provided always. That no 

such license shall authorize or entitle the party licensed to receive any license to sell or retail 

Wine or Spirits, any thing in any Act or Acts of Parliament to the contrary thereof 

notwithstanding; and that no such license shall be granted to any person being a sheriff's officer, 

or officer executing the legal process of any court of justice, nor to any person not being a 

householder, and that any license granted to any such person shall be void to all intents and 

purposes; and a list or register of every license so granted, specifying the name and place of 

abode of every person licensed, and of his sureties respectively, and the name and description of 

the houses mentioned in such license, shall be kept at the Excise Office with respect to all 

licenses granted by the Commissioners of Excise, or any person authorized by them, and at the 

office or dwelling-houses of every collector and supervisor of Excise in their and his respective 

collections and districts, and such list or register shall at all times be produced to and shall be 

open to the inspection and perusal of any magistrate of the county or place where such license 

shall be granted, and where such house shall be situate. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Duty by this Act imposed on licenses to-sell Beer by retail 

shall be under the management of the Commissioners of Excise for the time being, and shall 

and may be respectively raised, levied, collected, answered, paid and recovered in such and the 

like manner, and in or by any or either of the general or special means ways or methods by 

which any other duties of Excise on licenses are or may be raised, levied, collected, answered 

paid or recovered; and ail the monies arising by the duties by this Act imposed and made 

payable as aforesaid, the necessary charges Of raising and accounting for the same excepted, 

shall from time to time be paid into the receipt of His Majesty’s Exchequer at Westminster; and 

the said money so paid into the receipt of the Exchequer as aforesaid, shall be carried to and 

made part of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the Commissioners of Excise, 

or any person authorized by them, nor for any collector or supervisor of Excise, to grant or 

deliver any such license to any person applying for the same, unless such person shall, before 

receiving such license, or at the time of receiving the same, enter into a bond to the 

Commissioners of Excise, with one sufficient surety in the penalty of Twenty pounds, or with 

two sufficient sureties in the penalty of Ten pounds each, such surety or sureties being the 

person or persons named in the application of the party requiring the license, or some other 

person or persons approved of by the said Commissioners, or by the person authorized to grant 

such licenses; and such bond shall be executed by such person and his surety or sureties 

conditioned for the payment by such person or his surety or sureties, of any penalty or sum of 

money not exceeding the amount of such Twenty pounds or Ten pounds respectively, which 

shall be incurred for any offence against this Act, by the party to whom such license shall be 

granted, or for the payment of such sum of Twenty pounds or Ten pounds respectively, in case 

any penalty incurred by such party licensed shall exceed such Twenty pounds or Ten pounds 

respectively; and it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners, or the person so authorized by 

them, or for such collector or supervisor of Excise respectively, to judge of and determine upon 

the sufficiency of any such surety or sureties: Provided always, That such bond shall not be 

subject or liable to the payment of any stamp duty whatever any thing in any Act or Acts to the 

contrary notwithstanding. 
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Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That no person licensed to sell Beer by retail under 

the provisions of this Act, shall be deemed competent to be, or shall be accepted as a surety in 

any such bond as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That every person who shall be licensed to sell Beer, Ale and Porter 

by retail under the provisions of this Act, shall cause to be painted in letters three inches at least 

in length, in white upon a black ground or in black upon a white ground, publicly visible and 

legible upon a board, to be placed over the door of the house or premises in which such person 

shall be licensed to sell Beer by retail, the Christian and surname of the persons mentioned in 

such license, at full length, together with the words “Licensed to sell Beer by Retail;” and every 

such person shall preserve and keep up such name and words so painted as aforesaid during all 

the time that such person shall continue so licensed, upon pain that every person in any respect 

making default herein shall forfeit and pay for every such offence the sum of Ten pounds. 

And be it further Enacted, That no person shall sell any Beer by retail under the provisions of 

this Act at any time after the expiration of any license granted under this Act, nor in any house 

or place not specified in such license: Provided always, That it shall be lawful for any person so 

licensed to take out a fresh retail license for the selling Beer by retail before the expiration of any 

former retail license, and so from year to year; and if any person shall sell any Beer by retail 

under the provisions of this Act, without having an Excise retail license in force, authorizing 

such person so to do, or after the expiration of any such license, or without renewing such 

license in manner aforesaid, or in any house or place not specified in such license; or if any such 

person so licensed shall deal in, or retail any Wine or Spirits; every such person so offending 

shall for every such offence forfeit and lose a sum not less than Ten pounds nor more than 

Twenty pounds; to be recovered and applied in like manner as any penalty under any Act or 

Acts relating to the revenue of Excise. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That persons trading in partnership, and in one 

house or shop only, shall not be obliged to take out more than one license in any one year, for 

selling any Beer by retail under the provisions of this Act: Provided also, That no one license 

which shall be granted by virtue of this Act shall authorize or empower any person or persons to 

sell any Beer, Ale or Porter under the provisions of this Act, in any house or place other than 

the house or place mentioned in such license for selling Beer, Ale and Porter by retail under the 

provisions of this Act, and in respect whereof such license shall be granted. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any two Justices acting for any county or 

place where any riot or tumult shall happen or be expected to take place, to order or direct that 

every person licensed under this Act, and keeping any house situate within their respective 

jurisdictions in or near the place where such riot or tumult shall happen or be expected to take 

place, shall close his house at any time which the said Justices shall order or direct; and every 

such person who shall keep open his house at or after any hour at which such Justices shall have 

so ordered or directed such house to be closed, shall be taken and deemed to have not 

maintained good order and rule therein, and to be guilty of an offence against the tenor of the 

license granted to such person. 

And be it further Enacted, That every person under this Act licensed to sell Beer by retail shall, 

if required, sell or otherwise dispose of all such Beer by retail therein (except in quantities less 
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than a half pint) by the gallon, quart, pint or half-pint measure sized according to the standard, 

and shall also, if required by any customer purchasing such liquor, retail the same in a vessel 

sized according to such standard, and in default thereof he shall for every such offence forfeit 

the illegal measure, and pay a sum not exceeding Forty shillings, together with the costs of the 

conviction, to be recovered within thirty days next after that on which such offence was 

committed, before two Justices, and such penalty shall be over and above all penalties to which 

the offender may be liable under any other Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That every seller of Beer, Ale and Porter by retail, having a license 

under the provisions of this Act, who shall permit any person or persons to be guilty of 

drunkenness or disorderly conduct in the house or premises mentioned in such license, shall for 

every such offence forfeit the respective sums following; and every person who shall in any way 

transgress or neglect, or shall be a party in transgressing or neglecting the conditions and 

provisions specified in such license, or shall allow such conditions or provisions to be in any 

way transgressed or neglected in the house or premises so licensed, shall be deemed guilty of 

disorderly conduct; and every person so licensed who shall permit any such disorderly conduct 

shall for the first offence forfeit any such sum, not less than Forty shillings nor more than Five 

pounds, as the Justices before whom such retailer shall be convicted of such offence shall 

adjudge; and for the second such offence, any sum not less than Five pounds nor more than Ten 

pounds; and for the third such offence, any sum not less than Twenty pounds nor more than 

Fifty pounds; and it shall be lawful for the Justices before whom any such conviction for such 

third offence shall take place, to adjudge, if they shall so think fit, that such offender shall be 

disqualified from selling Beer by retail for the space of two years next, ensuing such conviction, 

and also (if they shall so think fit) to adjudge that no Beer shall be sold by retail by any person in 

the house or premises mentioned in the license of such offender; and if any person so licensed as 

aforesaid shall knowingly sell any Beer, Ale or Porter made otherwise than from malt and hops, 

or shall mix or cause to be mixed any deleterious drugs or other pernicious ingredients with, 

any Beer sold in his house or premises, or shall fraudulently dilute, or in any way adulterate any 

such Beer, such offender shall for the first offence forfeit any sum not less than Ten pounds nor 

more than Twenty pounds, as the Justices before whom, such offender shall be convicted of 

such offence shall adjudge; and for the second such offence such offender shall be adjudged to 

be disqualified from selling Beer, Ale or Porter by retail for the term of two years, or to forfeit 

any sum of money not less than Twenty pounds nor more than Fifty pounds, at the discretion of 

the Justices before whom such offender shall be adjudged guilty of such second offence and if 

any offender convicted of such offence as last aforesaid shall during such term of two years sell 

any Beer, Ale or Porter by retail either in the house and premises mentioned in the license of 

such offender, or in any other place, he shall forfeit any sum not less than Twenty-five pounds 

nor more than Fifty pounds, and shall be subject to a like penalty at any and every house or 

place where he shall commit such offence; and if any person who shall at any time during any 

term in which it shall not be lawful for Beer to be sold by retail on the premises of any offender, 

sell any Beer by retail on such premises, knowing that it was not lawful to be sold, such offender 

shall forfeit any sum not less than Ten pounds nor more than Twenty pounds, as the convicting 

Justices shall adjudge. 

And be it further Enacted, That no person licensed to sell Beer by retail under this Act, shall 

have or keep his house open for the sale of Beer, nor shall sell or retail Beer, nor shall suffer any 

Beer to be drank or consumed in or at such house, at any time before the hour of Four of the 
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clock in the morning, nor after Ten of the clock in the evening of any day in the week, nor at 

any time between the hours of Ten of the clock in the forenoon and One of the clock in the 

afternoon, nor at any time between the hours of Three and Five of the clock in the afternoon, on 

any Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas Day, or any day appointed for a Public Fast or 

Thanksgiving; and if any such person shall keep his house open, for selling Beer, or shall: sell or 

retail Beer at anytime after the hour of Ten of the clock, in the evening, or before the hour of 

four of the clock in the morning of any day or between, the hours of Ten of the clock in the 

forenoon and One of the clock in the afternoon, or between the hours of Three and Five of the 

clock in the afternoon on any Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas-day; or any day appointed for a 

Public Fast of Thanksgiving, such person shall forfeit the sum of Forty shillings for every 

offence; and every separate sale shall be deemed a separate offence. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Penalties under this Act save and except the penalty 

hereinbefore mentioned for selling Beer by any person not duly licensed, shall and may be 

recovered upon the information of any person whomsoever before two Justices acting in Petty 

Sessions; and that every such penalty shall-be prosecuted and proceeded for within Three 

calendar months next after the commission of the offence in respect of which such penalty shall 

be incurred; and every person licensed under this Act who shall be convicted before two Justices 

so acting in and for the division of place: in which shall be situate the house kept or theretofore 

kept by such person, of any offence against the tenor of the license to him granted under this 

Act, or of any offence for which- any penalty is imposed by this Act, shall, unless proof be 

adduced to the satisfaction of such Justices that such person had been theretofore convicted 

before two Justices within the space of twelve calendar months next preceding, of some offence 

against the tenor of his license or against this Act, be adjudged by such Justices to .be guilty of a 

first offence against the provisions of this Act, and to forfeit and pay any penalty by this Act 

imposed for such offence, or if no specific penalty be imposed for such offence, then any sum 

not exceeding Five pounds, together with the costs of the conviction; and if proof shall be 

adduced to the satisfaction of such Justices, that such person had been previously convicted 

before two Justices within the space of Twelve calendar months next preceding of one such 

offence only, such person shall be adjudged by such Justices to be guilty of a second offence 

against the provisions of this Act, and to forfeit and pay any penalty by this Act imposed for 

such offence, or if no specific penalty be so imposed, then any sum not exceeding Ten pounds, 

together with the costs of the conviction; and if proof shall be adduced to the satisfaction of such 

Justices that such person had been previously convicted before two Justices within the space of 

the eighteen calendar months next preceding, of two such separate offences, and if proof shall 

be adduced to the satisfaction of the Justices that Such person so charged is guilty of the offence 

charged against him, such person shall be adjudged to be guilty of a Third offence against the 

provisions of this Act, and to forfeit and pay any penalty imposed by this Act in respect of such 

offence, or if no such specific penalty shall be imposed, then to forfeit and pay the sum of Fifty 

pounds, together with the costs of the conviction. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the party convicted of 

any such third offence to appeal to the general sessions or quarter sessions of the peace then 

next ensuing; and in such case the party so convicted shall before such Justices so convicting 

forthwith enter, into a. recognizance, with two sufficient sureties, personally to appear at the 

said general session or quarter session, and to abide the judgment of the court thereupon, and to 

pay such costs as shall be, by the court awarded, which recognizance such Justices are hereby 
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authorized to require and take; or in failure of the party convicted entering into such 

recognizance, such conviction shall remain good and valid to all intents and purposes; and the 

said Justices who shall take such recognizance from the party convicted are also hereby required 

to bind the person who shall make such charge in a recognizance to appear at such general or 

quarter sessions as aforesaid, then and there to give evidence against the person so charged, and 

in like manner to bind any other person who shall have any knowledge of the circumstances of 

such offence; and it shall be lawful for the said court of general session or quarter session to 

adjudge such person to be guilty of any such third offence against the provisions of this Act, as 

the case may be, and such adjudication shall be final to all intents and purposes; and it shall be 

lawful for such court of general session or quarter session to punish such offender by fine not 

exceeding the sum of One hundred pounds, together with the costs of such appeal, or to adjudge 

the license granted to and held by or on behalf of such offender to be forfeited and void, or to 

punish such offender by such fine as aforesaid, and to adjudge such license to be forfeited and 

void; and if such license shall be adjudged to be forfeited and void, it shall thenceforth be void 

accordingly; and whenever in such case or in any other case the license of such offender shall be 

adjudged to be void, such offender shall from and after such adjudication be deemed and taken 

to be incapable of selling Beer, Ale or Porter by retail, in any house kept by him, for the space of 

Two years, to be computed from the time of such adjudication; and any license granted to such 

person during such term, shall be void to all intents and purposes. 

And be it further Enacted, That whenever it shall happen that any appeal respecting which any 

recognizance shall be entered into in pursuance of this Act, shall be dismissed, or that the 

conviction appealed against shall be affirmed, or that such appeal shall be abandoned; it shall be 

lawful for the court to whom such appeal shall have been made or intended to be made, and 

such court is hereby requited to adjudge and order that, the party so having appealed or having 

entered into such recognizance shall pay to the Justices before whom such recognizance shall 

have been entered into, or to whomsoever they shall appoint such sum, by way of costs, as shall 

in the opinion of such, court be sufficient to indemnify such Justices from all costs and charges 

whatsoever to which such Justices may have been put in consequence of the intention of 

declared intention, of such party to appeal; and if such party shall refuse or neglect to pay 

forthwith such sum, it shall be lawful for the said court to adjudge and order that the party so 

refusing or neglecting shall be committed to, the common gaol or house of correction, there to 

remain until such sum be paid, for any time not exceeding six calendar months, unless such 

costs be sooner paid; and in every case in which the conviction so appealed against shall be 

reversed, it shall be lawful for such court (if it shall think fit) to adjudge and order that the 

treasurer of the county or place in and for which such Justices whose judgment shall have been 

so reversed shall have acted on the occasion when they shall have given such judgment, shall 

pay to such Justices, or whomsoever they shall appoint, such sum as shall in the opinion of such 

court he sufficient to indemnify such Justices from all costs and charges whatsoever to which 

such Justices may have been so put; and the said treasurer is hereby authorized to pay the same, 

which shall be allowed to him in his accounts. 

And be it further Enacted, That in every case in which any  appeal shall be made, by any person 

convicted of any offence under  the provisions of this Act, to the general session or quarter 

session, carried on it shall be lawful for the convicting Justices, if no other fit and proper person 

shall appear to prosecute such charge and to carry on such proceedings as may be necessary to 

obtain at such session an adjudication thereon, to order that the constable or other peace officer 
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of the parish or place in which shall be situate the house kept by the person charged, shall carry 

on all proceedings necessary to obtain such adjudication as aforesaid, and to bind such 

constable or other peace officer in a sufficient recognizance so to do; and it shall be lawful for 

the Justices before whom such offender shall have been convicted, to order the treasurer of the 

county or place in and for which such Justices shall then act, to pay to such constable or other, 

peace officer, and to the witness or witnesses on his behalf, such sum or sums of money as to 

the court shall appear to be sufficient to  reimburse such constable or other peace officer and 

such witness or witnesses respectively the expenses that he or they shall have been severally put 

to in and about such prosecution, which order the clerk of the peace is hereby directed and 

required forthwith to make out and to deliver to such constable or other peace officer, or to such 

witness or witnesses; and the said treasurer is hereby authorized and required upon sight of such 

order forthwith to pay to such constable or other peace officer, or other person authorized to 

receive the same, such money as aforesaid, and the said treasurer shall be allowed the same in 

his accounts. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any person licensed under this Act shall be convicted of 

any offence against this Act, and shall not pay the penalty incurred by such conviction, it shall 

be lawful for the Justices convicting such offender, after the expiration of Two calendar months 

next after such conviction, to summon any surety or sureties named in the bond entered into 

and executed by such person and his surety or sureties at the time of obtaining his license, to 

appear before the said Justices, and show cause why the penalty mentioned in such bond should 

not be paid by such surety or sureties, or so much thereof as shall be sufficient to pay any 

penalty incurred by the party licensed, or to satisfy so much of such penalty so incurred as shall 

remain unpaid; and in case any such surety shall not shew any sufficient cause to the contrary, 

it shall be lawful for such Justices to adjudge that such penalty, if not paid, or so much thereof 

as aforesaid, shall be paid by such surety within Fourteen days; and in case such penalty, or so 

much thereof as aforesaid, shall not be paid within Fourteen days, it shall be lawful for such 

Justices, if they shall think fit, to issue their warrant, and to levy the amount of such penalty, or 

so much thereof as aforesaid, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of such surety, 

together with the costs of such distress and sale; and the certificate of the Commissioners of 

Excise, or their officer or other persons by this Act authorized to grant any license, of the date of 

such bond, and the names and descriptions of the surety or sureties in such bond, shall be 

sufficient evidence of such bond, and of the contents and execution thereof, against any surety 

or sureties, in any proceedings under this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That any person summoned as a witnesses not to give evidence 

before any Justices or sessions touching any of the matters aforesaid, either on the part of the 

complainant or of the person accused, who shall neglect or refuse to appear at the time and 

place for that purpose appointed, and who shall not make such reasonable excuse for such 

neglect or refusal as shall be admitted and allowed by such Justices or sessions, or who 

appearing shall refuse to be examined on oath or affirmation and give evidence, shall on 

conviction before such Justices forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not exceeding 

Ten pounds. 

And be it further Enacted, That in every case in which under the authority of this Act any 

Justices shall adjudge that any offender shall pay or cause to be paid any penalty, and such 

offender shall refuse or neglect, within Seven days after his conviction, to pay such penalty and 
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any costs which shall have been duly assessed and ascertained by such Justices, it shall be lawful 

for such Justices, if they shall think fit, to issue their warrant, and to levy the amount of such 

penalty and costs by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of such offender, together with 

the costs of such distress and sale; and in every such case such offender, if in custody at the time 

that such Warrant shall be so issued, shall be forthwith discharged; but if it shall appear to such 

Justices that the goods and chattels of such offender are not sufficient whereon to levy such 

distress, together with the costs of such distress and sale, it shall be lawful for such Justices to 

commit the offender to the common gaol or to the house of correction of the county or place for 

which such Justices shall be then acting, for any term not exceeding one calendar month if the 

penalty shall not be above Five pounds, for any term not exceeding three calendar months if the 

penalty shall be above Five pounds and shall not be more than Ten pounds, and for any term 

not exceeding Six calendar months if the penalty shall be above Ten pounds: Provided 

nevertheless, That whenever such offender shall have been committed to the common gaol or 

house of correction in consequence of his not having duly paid such penalty and costs, if such 

offender shall pay or cause to be paid to the gaoler or keeper of the house of correction, or to 

whomsoever such Justices shall have appointed, the penalty imposed and costs, together with 

all the costs of the apprehension of him and of the conveyance of him to the said gaol or house 

of correction, at any time previous, to the expiration of the time for which such offender shall so 

have been committed, such offender shall be forthwith discharged. 

And be it further Enacted, That any Justices before whom any penalty shall be recovered under 

the provisions of this Act, shall award, if they shall think fit, any portion of the same, not in any 

case exceeding one moiety thereof, to the use of the prosecutor, and the remainder, or in case 

no part of such penalty shall be awarded to the prosecutor, then the whole of such penalty shall 

be awarded to be paid and shall be paid to the use of the poor of the parish or place where such 

offence shall be committed : Provided always, That in all cases where any conviction of any 

Justices under this Act shall be appealed against, the whole or so much of the penalty as shall 

not be awarded to the prosecutor shall be awarded to be paid and shall be paid to the treasurer 

of the county within which such offence shall be committed, to be applied by the said treasurer 

towards defraying the expenses of such county, and in aid of the county rates of such county. 

And be it further Enacted, That whenever at any Session for any liberty, county of a city, 

county of a town, city or town corporate, there shall not be present at least two Justices acting in 

and for any such liberty, county of a city, county of a town, city or town corporate, it shall be 

lawful for the Justices acting in and for the county or counties adjoining to such liberty, county 

of a city, county of a town, city or town corporate, to act within such liberty or place, and with 

the Justice or Justices thereof who shall be present at any such sessions as aforesaid, for the 

purpose of hearing complaints as to offences against this Act, any law, custom or usage to the 

contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend to give 

the Justices of the county, or any division thereof any power or authority for the putting of the 

provisions of this act in execution within any of the Cinque Ports or either of the two ancient 

towns, or any of the corporate or other members or liberties of the Cinque Ports or two ancient 

towns; but that it shall be lawful for the Justices of and for each of the principal Cinque Ports 

and two ancient towns, and the liberties thereof, to act within the same respectively, as they 

have been accustomed, and for them or any of them to act within each of the corporate 
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members immediately belonging or subordinate to such principal Cinque Port or ancient town, 

with the Justice or Justices of each such corporate member, for the purpose of hearing 

complaints as to offences against this Act in all such cases in which the Justices of the county 

are hereinbefore empowered or authorized to act with the Justice or Justices of any liberty, 

county of a city, county of a town, city or town corporate. 

AND in order to prevent frivolous and vexatious appeals, BE it further Enacted, That a 

conviction in the form, or to the effect following, mutatis mutandis, as the case may be, shall be 

good and effectual to all intents and purposes whatsoever, without stating the case or the facts, 

or evidence in any more particular manner; (that is to say) 

BE it Remembered, That on this day of in the year A. B. of was duly convicted before 

us, C. D. and E. F. two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, in petty sessions for the of 

for that [here state the offence, and the time and place when committed,] whereby the 

said A.B. has forfeited the sum ___ of this being adjudged to be the first [or, second, or, 

third] offence [as the case shall happen to be] against the provisions of an Act to permit 

the general sale of Beer by retail in England, besides the costs of this conviction, which 

we the said Justices do hereby assess at the sum of pursuant to the Statute in such case 

made and provided. 

Given under our hands and seals the day and year above written. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Justices before whom any such conviction shall have been 

made, shall return the same, or cause the same to be returned to the next general session or 

quarter session of the peace holden for the county or place wherein the offence shall have been 

committed, and such conviction shall be then and there delivered to the clerk of the peace, or 

other person acting as such, to be by him filed or enrolled amongst the records of the said court; 

and the certificate of the clerk of the peace of such conviction, which he is hereby required to 

grant on demand, upon payment of One shilling, shall be legal evidence of every such 

conviction. 

 

And be it further Enacted, That no conviction under this Act, nor any adjudication made upon 

appeal therefrom, shall be quashed for want of form, nor shall be removed by writ of certiorari 

or otherwise into any of His Majesty’s superior courts of record, and no warrant of commitment 

shall be held void by reason of any defect therein; provided it be therein alleged that the party 

has been convicted, and that there be a good and valid conviction to sustain the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That every action against any Justice constable or other person for or 

on account of any matter or thing whatsoever done or commanded by him in the execution of 

his duty or office under this Act, shall be commenced within Three calendar months after the 

cause of action or complaint shall have arisen, and not afterwards; and if any person shall be 

sued for any matter or thing which he shall have done in the execution of this Act, he may plead 

the general issue and give the special matter in evidence. Provided always, and be it further 

Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall extend to alter or in any manner to affect any 

of the rights or privileges of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, or the powers of the 

Chancellors or Vice-Chancellors of the same, as by law possessed under the respective charters 
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of the said universities or otherwise; or the master, wardens, freemen and commonalty of the 

Vintners of the city of London, but not to extend to those freemen of the said company of 

Vintners who have obtained the same by redemption only; nor in any way to affect any license 

to the keeper of any inn, alehouse or victualling house, unless in so far as relates to the sale of 

Beer by retail: Provided also. That nothing in this Act contained shall alter any law relating to 

the revenue of Excise, except so far as the same is hereby expressly altered and otherwise 

provided for; nor to prohibit any person from selling Beer in booths or other places at the time 

and within the limits of the ground or place in or upon which is holden any lawful Fair, in like 

manner as such person was authorized to do before the passing of this Act. 

AND in order to remove doubts as to the meaning of certain words in this Act, BE it Enacted, 

That the word “Justice” shall be deemed to mean Justice of the peace; and that the word 

“person,” and the word “party,” shall be deemed to include any number of persons and parties; 

and that the word “license,” and the word “day,” and the word “time,” and the word “house,” 

and the word “place,” shall each be deemed to include any number of licenses, days, times, 

houses or places; and that the word “beer” shall in all cases be deemed to include “beer, ale and 

porter;” and that the word “county,” and the words “county or  place” shall be deemed 

severally to include any county, riding, division of the county of Lincoln, hundred, division of a 

county, liberty, division of a liberty, county of a city, county of a town, city, cinque port, or 

town corporate; and the words “division or place,” shall be deemed to include any division of a 

county or riding, liberty, division of a liberty, county of a city, county of a town, city, cinque 

port, or town corporate; and that the words “parish or place” shall be deemed to include any 

township, hamlet, tithing, vill, extra-parochial place, or any place maintaining its own poor; and 

that the word “penalty” shall be deemed to include any fine, penalty or forfeiture of a pecuniary 

nature; and that the meaning of the several words in this Act shall not be restricted, although 

the same may be subsequently referred to in the singular number or masculine gender only. 

FORM OF LICENSE. 

WE, the undersigned, being ____ of the Commissioners of the Excise [or, I the 

undersigned, being a person authorized and employed by the Commissioners of Excise 

to grant licenses for selling Beer by retail, or, being a collector or supervisor of Excise for 

the collection or district of ____ ] Do hereby authorize and empower A.L. now being a 

householder, and dwelling at in the parish of ____ within the limits of the chief office of 

Excise [or, within the limits of the said collection or district] to sell Beer, Ale and Porter 

by retail in the dwelling-house of the said A.L. and in the premises thereunto belonging, 

the said A.L. having duly entered into a bond with D.S. of ____ and E.S. of ____ as his 

surety [or, sureties] pursuant to the Act in such case made, provided and upon condition 

that the said A.L. do not sell any Beer, Ale or Porter made otherwise than from malt and 

hops: and that the said A.L. do not mix or cause to be mixed any drugs or ingredients in 

any Beer, Ale or Porter, nor fraudulently dilute, deteriorate or adulterate any Beer, Ale 

or Porter, nor sell any Beer, Ale or Porter, knowing the same to have been fraudulently 

diluted, deteriorated or adulterated; and that the said A.L. do not use in selling any Beer, 

Ale or Porter, any Measures which are not of the legal standard ; and that the said A.L. 

do not wilfully or knowingly permit any drunkenness or any violent or quarrelsome or 

other disorderly conduct in his [or, her] house or premises, and do not knowingly suffer 

any unlawful games, or any gaming whatsoever, therein; and do not knowingly permit 
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or suffer persons of notoriously bad character to assemble and meet together therein; and 

do not permit or suffer any Beer, Ale or Porter to be drank or consumed in or upon, or to 

be conveyed from or out of his [or, her] premises between the hours of Ten of the clock 

in the forenoon and One of the clock in the afternoon, nor between the hours of Three 

and Five of the clock in the afternoon on Sundays, Christmas-day and Good Friday, or 

any day appointed for a Public Fast or Thanksgiving, nor at any time before the hour of 

Four of the clock in the morning, or after the hour of Ten of the clock in the evening of 

any day, but do maintain good order and rule therein: And all provisions for billeting 

officers and soldiers in victualling-houses contained in any Act for punishing Mutiny and 

Desertion, and for the better payment of the Army and their Quarters, are to extend and 

apply to the house and premises mentioned in this license: And this License shall 

continue in force from the ____ day of ____ next until the ____ day of ____ then next 

ensuing, and no longer; provided and upon condition that the said A.L. shall not in the 

meantime become a sheriff’s officer, or officer for executing the process of any court of 

Justice, nor shall in the meantime cease to be a householder; and this license shall cease 

and determine, and shall become void in case any of the conditions or regulations 

contained therein shall be transgressed, or shall not be observed by the said Act. Given 

under our hands and seals [or, my hand and seal] this ____ day of ____ One thousand 

eight hundred and ____ at ____ 
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Meltham – 50 Years Ago 

A typewritten document entitled “Meltham – 50 Years Ago” was shared on the Meltham 

History Facebook group in July 2020: 

The young folk of the present day will be rather surprised at the long list of beer houses which then 

existed, and the clean sweep which has been made of them. 

Beginning at Meltham Mills there was “THE ANTWERP” at David Buildings, “THE 

LIFEGUARD” at Higher Bent Ley, “JEMMY JOHNSON’S” at Acre Side. “SMITH’S” at 

Thick Hollins and “THE LOOSE PULLEY” at Bank Buildings. “THE BROWN COW” on 

Bower Hill, “THE BLACK HORSE” – the house now occupied by Mr. Haigh, Butcher, “THE 

WAGGON AND HORSE,” Market Place, “THE CHERRY TREE” in the house occupied by 

Mr. Tom Shaw, Shoemaker. “THE ROSE AND CROWN” Market Place, “THE SWAN” 

Market Place, and another at the shop occupied by Mr. Hy. Taylor Watchmaker. “THE 

VICTORIA” at the bottom of the New Road. 

“THE SKYLARK” now occupied by Misses Wormald, “THE O’COT” now called “Wentworth 

House”. “THE BELL” now occupied by Mr. Allen Crosland. “THE OLD PIG” in Ethered Fold. 

“THE CAT INN” and “THE KITTEN INN” where the New Wesleyan Chapel now stands, 

“THE FLEECE” now called “Victoria Hotel”. “THE BOG AND RAT” in Brigghouse Fold, and 

another where Mr. Squire Shaw now lives. 

“THE TRAVELLER’S REST” Meltham Moor, “THE LAMB INN” Holthead, “WILL ‘O’ 

NATS” and Henry France at Blackmoorfoot, and “BLACK GOOSE” at Spark Green. “LUCKY” 

kept by Old Walt the late town’s pinder. 

An amusing incident is still remembered about this place. A few Meltham worthies once called to 

taste Old Walt’s brew, and after they while they asked what the shot was. 

Walt remarked in his usual quaint style, “The barrel was full when yo started – aw don’t know 

what yoan had, but a’ll tell you when it’s empty”. 

“THE STIFF SHACKLE” kept by Nancy Knight in Shovel Row, Greens End, “THE DOB 

HOILE” at Green Side. “THE RAILWAY HOTEL” has since been rebuilt. 

The provenance of the document is unknown but appears to be an earlier version of the 

“Meltham 100 Years Ago” text and is perhaps the original text from which the later versions 

were made. 

Although undated, it appears to have been written at some point between 1885 – the year 

Walter “Old Walt” Sykes died – and 1907, which was the year in which spinster dressmaker 

Mary Wormald died. Her sister, Emma, died in 1911. 
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Meltham – 80 Years Ago 

Another typewritten document entitled “Meltham 80 Years Ago” was shared on the Meltham 

History Facebook group in September 2020 and perhaps dates from the 1920s: 

MELTHAM 80 years ago. 

The young folk of the present day will be rather surprised at the long list of beerhouses which then 

existed; and at the clearance of many them; beginning at Meltham Mills, there was the Antwerp at 

Davids Buildings, the Lifeguard at Higher Bent Ley, Jimmy Johnsons at Acre Side, Smiths at 

Thickhollins, Loose Pulley at Bank Buildings, Brow Cow on Bower Hill, Black Horse across the 

road (once occupied by T. Haigh Butcher). Waggon & Horses, Cherry Tree, (situated where now 

stands Whitehead, Butcher), the Rose and Crown, Swann Inn, and one (name not known) where 

now stands Taylor Watchmaker, Victoria, then at the bottom of New Road, the Skylark opposite 

Dudd House, the O’Cot now called Wentworth House, the Bell, Th’Owd Pig in Etherd Fold, the 

Cat Inn, the Kitten Inn, the Fleece (now called Victoria), the Bog & Rat in Brighouse Fold, one 

where the late Mr. Squie Shaw lived, the Travellers’ Rest, Goose at Spark Green, Lucky kept by 

Old Walt, the late Town Pinder. An amusing incident is still remembered in connection with this 

place, a few Meltham worthies once called to taste Old Walt’s brew, and after a while they asked 

what the “Shot” was; Walt remarked in his usual quaint style “t’barrel wer full when yo started, 

aw don’t know what yo an ‘ad but aw can tell yo when its empty”. The Stiff Shackle kept by 

Nancy Knight, Greenend, Dob Hoils at Greenside, the Railway Hotel has since been built. 


