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ARMCHAIR 

CRICKET 

! Ill ,-,,11111111i1i(11/iuus to ue addrtssni to "('yu." 1l d 1•,rlisrr T'rcss. Ltd., 

/'a,•,· S trn I. II 11d,frr.r (!tld 

FORE WORD. 

I-l ad it not been for the kindn ess of the man y ach·ertisers· it 

,1·0tilcl h:11-e been impossible for this book to have been printed. 

To the enthus ia sts who may dcri\"C.: pleasure from the conten ts of 

the book I " ·o uld respectrully ask for th<:ir co- operation \\'ith the 

firm s " ·ho ha1·e ,;o kinclly assisted in the publicat io n . 

T o th e proprietors of "The Hudd ers fi eld Examiner " I would 

ex prl' SS thanks for th e loan of many photograph ic blocks, and 

also to several friends for various contributio11·s . l'a rtic ul a rly to 

my f,·iend !\ fr . . \ lfrecl !\ I. Lee \\' Ould I express t hanks for kind ly 

;1ssistance, helpful advice, .a ncl many pradical sug·gestions. 

It is the e;irncst 11 ish of th e compiler o f this book that Hud

ders fi e ld cricket should prosper, a nd ils object is to keep al ive 

inte res t in the g-ame duri ng ll1 e 11 inter month s. 

The labour entail ed in the publica tion ha s been a JOY .and if 

a thousandth part of the plea sure is der ived by the reade r this 

e ffort to f urther the inte rests of loca l c ricket will not have been 

111 l':1111. 
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PATRONS. 

The l'ollowing gentlemen have kindly interested them

selves in the publid1tion of "Armchair Cricket," and I 

greatly appreciate their assistance :-

ERNEST WOODHEAD, Esg., M.A., J.P. 

SIDNEY ABBEY, Esq. 

D. !\I. HENSHAW, Esq. 

CHRlS. BEAUMONT, Esq. 

WALDO R. BRIGGS, Esq. 

JAJ\IES DITCHBURN, Esg. 
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"ARMCHAIR CRICKET''- A PREFACE. 

A 11ic;ting11ished foreigner once iss1wd a warning th;it 
social historians of the future ,,·ould bitterly blame 
England for having taught the rest of the world a 

hundred different ways of wasting time, and that posterity 
would be appalled at the millions of "work-years" that _had 
been lost owing to the popularity of the hall-games this 
country had invented. I do not know ,,·ho did invent the 
game of cricket- and the point is immaterial-but certainly 
t'he cricket that "·c know is indigenous to this country, of 
the marl of England, and j 11st as certainly has cricket 
played no small part in the shaping of our national character. 

lt would be pleasant on this dank, foggy and thor
oughly disagreeable November evening to pursue the 
theme, to trace cricket to its origins (were that possible) and 
toy with theories on the reactions of the man to- the game 
and so forth, but that \\Ould not be to capture the spirit of 
this book, ,,·hich deals primarily with the present, ancl next 
with the future, using the past as a means to an end-and 
that end is the betterment of the noblest of ball-games and 
the fuller enjoyment of it. 

The author, "Crye," has struck a ne\,. line, and in do
ing so has, whether he knew it or not, whether he intended 
it or not, shifted the focus to its rightful place, which is not 
big cricket, but the game t'hat is played by thousands on 
village pitches or grounds snatched from the builders and 
soulless town-planne,·s who arc festering a once comely 

. land with bungaloid growt'lic;, and who think in terms of 
bricks and mortar when the youth of the land is crying out 
for somewhere to breathe :rnd run and play. Big crickel 
is big business nowadays, and there arc thDsc of us who 
believe that some Lea~·uc cricket is moving too much in 
1hat direction. If this little publication helps, however 
little, to bring the minds of the people back to the simpli
cities of the game, and helps them to recapture something of 
the spirit of cricket's palmier and more spacious days, it 
will have served a most useful purpose. 

Test cricket has assumed such proportions that defeat 
in an "Ashes" rubber has every appearance, ,almost, of a 
nation a I calamity. l ncidents can arise in an inter
ru'll'iona I series that require the subtle aids of diplomats to 
straighten out. But cricket is bigger than its personalities 
and its sensations, too noble a game to be wrecked on the 
ro k of international strife and jealousy, and were Test 
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matches unhappily to be ended the game would go on, and 
would still have its roots and its strengt-11 and ils susten
ance in ihe villag·e green :ind in clubs snch as we know them 
in 1hese parts. 

Village green cricket and the League game a1·e not, of 
course, one and the same thing. On the village green 
there are more leisurely circumstances and a different sort 
of competition, but the two are near enough akin to be 
grouped together as the source from which the counties and 
countries must go on drawing so long as the game is played. 
The national calamity would not be that England lost the 
"Ashes," but that all was not well with the Huddersfield 
and District League and the many similar organisations 
throughout the country. 

They tell us, and I believe them, that cricket is not 
what it used to be. I doubt if it ever will be, not because of 
anything inherent in the game itself, but on account of the 
changed habits of the people, particularly in the matter of 
?ntertainment. We are living in a mechanical age, and it 
1s already possible, and ·will become increasingly so, for a 
man to have a diversity of entertainment without leaving 
his own fireside. He can listen to canned music while he 
cats a canned meal, and in the future may be able to sit at 
home to \\·atch his cricket. But one thing is certain, he 
"·ill not be able to switch the atmosphere of the cricket 
field on to his television set. Nor will he ever feel con
strained to write to the Press, as a man has done this week, 
to ask ho\\· many old cricketers a1·c left who can recall G. T. 
Bonner's \\·onderful hit, and G. F. Grace's marvellous cat<:h 
)n th~ Am.tralian Test i\ratch at the Oval in 1880 ! Just 
imagine that! Two generations ago, and a hit and a catch 
still linger in the memory. Of such stuff is cricket mad<'. 

But, while conceding the point that cricket is not what 
it used to be, I am reminded of the inevitable reply, that of 
"Punch 's," to a similar complaint-1"It neve1· was." 

Read this extract:-

" Tn conclusion, one word about wh:·1t T consider 
to be cricket's greatest enemy-the insatiable love 
?f the :cnsational tha_t is so fostered by present-day 
JOurnahsm. There 1s no gainsaying the fact that 
this craving for novelty and excitement helps to 
deplete county cricket club exchequers. Just ,as this 
wave was coming over the paying sporting public, 
cricket-batting in particular-was dull, and in con
sequence matches were frequently drawn in finP. 
weather. Happily batsmen are beginning to 
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realise that they must use the dash that is in them, 
even the most lethargic of them, if they wish to se
CL~re public patronage; for without that county 
cricket must go to 1hr' \\'all. The situation may yet 
he savPd. Cricket qua cricket is ,-,till just as inter
esting· to the great British public, despite the de
pleted county coffers. But times are hard, and many 
keen f<;>llowers of cricket of ten years ago, instead 
of pay111g eighteenpence or a shilling at the turn
stile, as they formerly did, now stay at home and 
read the papers. It is a very simple expedient." 

That was not written in 1937, or during the body-line 
controversy, as you might think, but in a review of cricket 
in 1904, a year in which George Herbert Hirst had a "bene
~t" of £3,500,_ and F. S. Jackson, Rhodes and Haigh were 
111 the Yorkshire team with him; when Ranjitsinhji was at 
the head of the batting averages; C. B. Fry was "as good 
as ever"; A. C. Maclaren was captaining Lancashire; and 
Noble, Trumper, Gregory and Armstrong had been picked, 
among others, for a tour to this country in the following 
year. 

Then there ,ms a picture in " Punch " of the village 
patriarch watching a cricket match. He is made to say : 
''Ah; that were cricket when a man gu::irdcd his wicket with 
the bat, and not wi' two piller cases round his legs." 

Th~t, again, did not appear in Larwood's day, but 111 

J 8_58-eighty years ago. The one unchanging thing 111 
cricket would appear to be its critics. 

To ".-\rmchair Cricket" I \,·ish a good innings. Its 
publication is coincident with a revival in Huddersfield 
League cricket, and if those \\'ho sit back in their arm
chair·s conning these pages can emerge detenJ1ined and en
thusiastic when summer comes again, that revival will go 
on gloriously. In that case "Crye" "·ill have done a goocT 
day's \\·ork, and, knowing him as T do, no one will "thoil" 
it mo1·e. 

ALFRED M. LEE. 
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E D ITORIAL. 

In presenting this book of H uddersfielcl cr icket I must con fess tc, bein g 
,t;n ilty, to a cer ta in extent , of thinkin g of its usefulness as p ropaganda. 
There is still , happi ly, a big and intelligent follow in g for cricket, but we a re 
living in a rnpiclly changing age. No lon ge r is it possible to cons ider th e 
cricket field to be the centre of almost every village attraction , but cricket 
still holds a g r eat attraction for the men and women who follow the game a, 
spectator or from newS'paper report. 

The difficu lt pe ri od of the \\'ar vears 1914- 1918 left a mark on local 
rri,ket whi ch has tak en vears to erase. Not only was pla_v ing st re ngth 
reclucecl, but clubs and grouncl s did not escape the cffectS' of that cli sastrons 
period . Perhaps th e wo rk of th ose who kept the flag flyin g th roug h the 
war years and the year s of trade depression which followed will never be 
full v acknowledged . During these cl ifficnlt times all clubs in the I-indcler s
field and District L eague carr ied on with the exception of Linthwaite Hall. 
Natnrally , play deteriorated , the weekly profesS'ional was superseded Ly the 
Satnrclay man, and players found themselves left to their own devices.· As 
the old-time playe rs were pl ayi ng themselves out a new and hardly fl edged 
cricketer was comin g into the game. From 1918 to the preS'ent day local 
cri cket has made slow progress, but improvement there has been , and to- clay 
we are on the threshold of ::. new and fuller cricket era. 

Youn g players of great poteJJtial ability are in ihe making, g ,vmg 
promise that augurs well for the future. Benches are bein g filled on 
S'lt11rclav 11fternoons. and keen, anin,atecl Jiscussion is heard in place of 
desultory and apathetic grumblings. As one who commenced bis play as a 
fill-gao in the ranks of a war depleted side I may· claim to have seen 
the chan geS' of post wa r cricket. I have seen clubs in seeminglv 
hopeless circumstances and have watched those obstades surmounted. 
T have seen th e pre-war cricketers play untii eyesight fai led and limbs 
la r!gecl. and I raisP mv hat to those g reat local players who proved in
valnable to their clubs du rin g time of turmoil a nd S'tress. 

T am sure to om it many of these players in attempting to r eviv<' 
1>1Prnories of the !!iants of local cricket, who wi ll surelv be hononred for 
lwlpin g to keep alive ou r game, o ur leag ne and our clubs. 

I h ave played a(!ai nst Ilarrv Dates, Ernest Flint and " Hill'' Cawk
rodger. I treasnre the memory of opposing H erbert Thewlis, Fre·d Do<'\son, 
J oe Haley, Frank \Voocl head and Andre\\' Canbv. Aga in st Sarn Fletche r , 
" Bill'' Ellis, Sarn Hirst, Sam Kill.Jllrn and " Torn rny" J ones T pla vecl as a 
"rabbit, " and I looked upon Vlalter Bedford, " ' right JeS'Sop and " Billy" 
Lanca,ter as great men of the g&me. On e cou ld write of many othe rs 
whose rnemorv remains so fresh in mv mind. To the boy these mature 
cricketers looked so imposing. Each appeared to be a tremendons 
personality, and with several players of their calibre in each local si de 
cricket was certa inl y different from local p'fay of the last few years. 

S~ill, there has been marked improvement. Playe rs of ripe experience 
are g1vmg balance to club elevens. A hi gher standard of profess ional is 
being engai:(ecl by many clubs, which means distinct progress . H oweve r, 
~ great deal more progress has y·et to be made before something approach
m g the standard of pre-war play is achieved, and I hope in subsequent 
chapters to discuss in candid manner some of the problems that arise. 
The game is st.ill the greatest of all national games, and there is a larg-e 
and enthusiasti c public available for attractive cricket that embodies the 
principles of fairness, bri ghtness and sportsmanship, which one expects 
frnm those who play the summe:· , arne. 

F 'rom the ranks of local cricket young men have gone forth to win 
fame the world over. Unha.opily· that direct association with County and 
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International Cricket has been broken,. but it is confidently hoped it is 110 

111ore than a temporary parting of the ways, and that ere long we shall see 
again m Yorksbue and England teams men who learned their cncket Ill 

1-1 uddersfield and District Lea,gue. 
So nll'ch for the game as played in our _League; what oi cricket itself? 

I have often tried to analyse the appeal wluch 1s made not only to players 
but also to the many who have never been proficient at the game. Some
how it has ~- hold over its adherents that no otner sport possesses. Football, 
despite the multitude attracted week by week, anct the fanatical character 
of many of its supporters, does not command the clevot10n which cricket 
inspires. The words of Andrew L ang, a famous cricket writer of yesteryear, 
deals with tbe subject in a manner more apt than ever I could achieve:-

" Cricket is simply the most catholic, and deepest, the most innocent, 
kindly and manly ot popular pleasures It is a liberal ecluc<1;tion in 
itself, and demands temper and J ust1ce and perseverance. 1 here 1s 
more teaching in the playground than the schoolroom, and a lesson 
better worth learning very often. For there can be no good or enioy
able cricket without enthusiasm-without sentiment, one may almost 
say : a quality that enriches lifo and refines it, gives it what life more 
and more is apt to lose, zest. " 
To many who si t in their armchairs with this little book in hand active 

participation in the game will be but a memory . The gwund will have 
receded further and further, the flight of the ball be less easily followed now
adays, muscles less supple and responsive. 

To others who have lost neither their suppleness nor youth, cricket 
will be nearer' and more real, e ven though it is a cold, cold wmd that blows 
out of doors. Tackle is not so far a way, and the "feel" of the turf and 
crack of the bat are so recent that they have not yet been tucked away in 
memory's storehouse. The past may have " g reater appeal for one; t_he 
future awaited with impatience by another. To all, however, the glories 
of the game are rich. 

I have still to hear the most progress ive of enthusiasts desiring the 
game to become part and parcel of commercial enterprise, with results of 
games used for purposes of the gambling element. Let us be thankful that 1t 
does not lend itseli to these base uses, and determined that that can never 
be the case. So lon g as the term " It isn't cricket" is in common usage, so 
long as the principles of the gamt are kep t on the hig hest plane, so long 
will fair dealing be a thing of which BritiS'hers may be proud. 

Cricketers have a right to be proud of the traditions of the game, and 
they have a duty, which is jealously to guard its reputation and so hand 

• to future generations a glorious inheritance. 

* * * 
In one of those memorable duels between LancaS'hire and Yorkshire, 

Haigh and IIust bowled unchanged throughout the Lancashire innings, 
the full total bemg only 61. Hirst came very near to doing what every 
first-class bowler hopes to do once in hiS' career- take all ten wickets in 
an innings. Haigh, however, prevented him from having the record by 
taking one wicket later on. 

After the innings had finished, George Hirst suggested that he S'houlcl 
have the ball as a memento, because, as he said, " I don' t suppose I shall 
ever take nine wickets in an innings again. " ,Aye, " replied Haigh, " I 
agree the ball should be kept, but it ought to be cut in hall, and part given 
to me. After all, George, we bowled them o ut, didn' t we?" 

·• •· * 
As we go to pr ss the news o( H arold Beaumont accepting an engage

ment with Shepley comes to hand . 
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THE WINTER SHED. 
·the idea of indoor coaching liad often boen thought of, but tl,c pos

sil.,ility' of Huddersfield cricketers having opportunity to practice iu \\ ' inter 
months appeared very remote. 

In 1933, however, Mr. D. :M. Henshaw, with the expert assistance of 
Mr. George Herbert Hirst and Major J. F. Best, erected a Winter Shed in 
Glebe Road for private practice. 

It is a long wooden 
structure built in part 
from. a disused army hut 
provided by Messrs. W. 
C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., 
and lighted by means of 
ten electric lamps. The 
interior is encased with 
string netting, and a full 
pitch of 22 yards is 
marked out. The bowlers 
are allowed a 10 y:ards 
ruu, and then: is suffi
cient room for wicket
keepers to practice. A 
perfect wicket is avail
able, and uatsmen may 
keep their eye in and 
improve their strokes 
while the storm rages FRED METCALFE. 
without. It is possible for a bowler to "swing" and spin the ball, and 
despite the easy play of the wicket (the ball comes perfectly true) diligent 
practice enables him to try out his cunning devices. A medium paced 
bowler becomes fast at the Shed, but it is a difficult matter to make the 
ball "rear" above wicket height. Extra pace is thus discounted by the 
inai.J.ility to make a batsman lift his chin. Shed practice certainly favours 
the batsmen, i.}ut the pace of the wood floor compels quick foot work . and 
lluick thinking. 

The facilities are available for any cricketer, irrespective of league or 
town. Naturally the requests fo r Winter practice are sometimes more than 
can be accommodated, and there has to be a system of membership and 
allocation which is fairly worked. During the holidays organised practices 
are arranged for schoolboys. 

The Secretary and ).fanager of the Shed is Fred Metcalfe, last season's 
professional at Shepley. Metcalfe may rightly be described as the most 
practiced player in local cricket, and much of the success attributed to 
the Shed can be traced to the enthusiasm of this genial cricketer. 

The benefits from Shed practice are considerable. Many players who 
showed little, if any, ability have shown marked improvement. The cri tic 
is occasionally heard who makes capital out of the difference in pace o~ 
grass and wood wickets, but it is the humble view of the writer that so 
Jong as a. batsman learns to make the correct stroke with confidence, it 
mattors little what kind of a wicket he practices upon. Good practice 
wickets are few, and even in Summer one can find evidence of batsmen 
having played on bad practice wickets in the manner in which they are 
inclined lo "edge." 

Tl,c Winter Shed J,;,s 1ice11 a l;L"eal booll, aud the use made of it is 
g1~1Ifyfog to those who have successfully organised !he practices. Careful 
study of I arious Shed player · ' performances on the field go to show that 
those wl10 have Winter practice are invariably a good deal better for it 
in Summer. 
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COACHING AND PRACTIC.'E . 

Some time ago it fell to the writer's lot to introduce a proposal of 
collective coaching. Little support was forthcoming from the powers that be, 
the League Committee, but I feel ce·rtain it is only a question of time before 
the scheme will receive more sympathetic consideration. It is admitted by 
official and supporter alike that practice is not indulged in to the extent 
many would like to see, a nd the progress of many promising young players 
is being impeded by a Jack of coaching and facilities for practice. It was 
with the_ idea of stimulating practice, of correcting faults and giving hints 
for the improvement of play, tha t the scheme was mooted . Obviously the 
adoption of such an enterprise would cost money, but each club, for the 
payment of £"'2 per season, would have the satisfaction of knowing that thei1 
promismg young players would be r eceiving tuition on correct l ines. 

Often the present day method of practice is of haphazard nature. Few 
clubs possess weekly professionals, and often players are left to their own 
devices, little, if any, effort being made to improve weakness of stroke play. 
lt may be argued that self teaching is valuable, that ability will out, but 
it must be granted that the skilled band can often polish sound workmanship. 

Let us consider the scheme. The League would be split into fou r 
groups in order to minimise travel. The H olme Valley group would consist 
of H olmfirth, Thongsbridge, H unley,, Armitage Bridge, Meltham and 
J\leltham M.ills; the Caine Valley group Marsden Golcar Slaithwaite 
Linthwaite, Broad Oak and Paddock clubs; the " l'own" .;,rea would b~ 
Lockwood, .Primrose Hill, Bradley Mills, Huddersfield Elland and 
H.astrick ; and on _the Wakefield side of the town Dalton', Almondbury, 
Kirkburton, Kirkheatoo, Lascelles H all and Shepley could be catered for. 
The most central club of each group would be responsible for providing 
pract!ce wickets, and two members of each club would form a nightly 
practice squad under a qualified coach . Each area would receive a fort
night's sp ecial practice in turn until the end of the season . It would mean 
therefore, that if in each week there were four nights practice 16 playe1~ 
~~om each club in the group would receive special instruction and coaching. 
llus would occur every five weeks, and would give the coach ample time to 
consider if his methods and advice were being correctly followed. 

With regard to finance, the twenty-four dubs would contribute £48, and 
with £'2 from the League the total revenue for the fund would be £50. A 
first- rate coach could be paid £ 30 for his services, and the four clubs be 
given £5 each for the use of their ground. 

1t must be remembered that only Slaithwaite, E lland and Huddersfield 
engage a weekly profess ional, and few clubs go to the expense of a coach. 
The advantages of such a scheme would be manifold, and though a sui taule 
rnach may not be easil_y found l think that_ th at difficulty could be overcome. 
Every club would receive equal representat10n, every player have individual 
tu1t1on, a nd the standard of coach in g should become much hig her than at 
present. 

To he successful the player must practice, and his p ract ice must be on 
correct l ines. The earli er a fault is d iscovered the easier it is to overcome. 
i\lany young players are handi capped throu6h iack of correct gu idance, and 
surely, for such a small su 111, the sche,nc should be g iven a trial for its 
uwn sake and as a sti mulu s to practice. ' 

The plea o.£ financial difticulty is hardly tenable, fo1 it needs uul une 
,;pecial effort on the part of each club to defray the en ti re expense for a 
Season. A whist drive, a "s111oker," or even a "raffle" woul<l result in tlic 
fee being provided. 
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LOOKING BACK. 
By GEORGE WALKER. 

(1 could think of none more suitable for contributing 
an article on local cricket which would appeal to a former 
generation than George Walker. He joined the Paddock 
club in 1887, and retained a continuous membership 
until 1924. He was secretary of the club from 1907 
until 1916, and held the dual role of secretary and 
treasurer from 1914 to 1916. He was secretary and 
treasurer of the old Alliance League from 1896 until 
1914, and from I 1914 to 1920 was secretary to the 
Huddersfield and District League. From 1921 until 
1931 he occupied the secretaryship of the cricket section 
at Fartown }. 

GEORGE WALKER. 

\¥hat memories thooe words, "Looking Back," conjure up. No attempt 
at giving a chronolog ical list of events will be made in these few notes; 
I shall merely try to record S'Ome of the events which have occurred during 
the time that I can cover, which does not go back to the formation of the 
L eague. 

The League has been very fortunate in the administration of its 
affairs, having had a succoosion of very capable Presidents, and also in 
having a change of Hon. Secretary only twice in a period of over thirty 
years. One has also very pleasant memories of S'Ome who have sat on the 
League Committee and helped to make the League what it is to-day, but 
are now no more. 
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A few of the names which occur to me are Messrs . Arthur Shaw (of 
Golcar), J. H. Preston (Meltham l\'I: il.ls) , J. Schofield (Paddock), H. Johnson 
(Hudde rsfi eld), a nd Warwick \f itchell (Kirkburton). Happily, some who 
h ave done very good work on the Leag ue Committee anct in other direc
tions are s tiLL with 11s . \\'e have in l\fr. Bolt a Pres ident who is devoted 
heart and soul to the inte rests of the Hu ddersfield Cr icket League, and bids 
fair to beat the record ~or length of service as Presiden t. Then we have 
our hard work ing Secretary, who was appointed at the end of )920 a nd 
is still goin g strong. Mr. Ernest Flint, of Dalton, a lthough not now in 
active service, did good work as Umpire Secretary and also used to lend 
a touch of humour to our deliberations. Others who have made their in
flu ence felt are l\I r. ]. J. Lodge, of Meltham Mills, and )Ir. H erbert 
Sykes, 0f Slaithwaite. who hron ght to the Leag ue Committee fresh entlrn s
iasm and good ideas. 

Various ch anges have been made from ti1110 to time in the cons tituti on 
of the Lea gue. Orig,in a liy it cons ist ed of twelve cl11 bs, wa s first enlarged 
to four teen, then, after the \\Tar , to twenty, :rnd l~t<·r s till to tw<' nly fo11r, 
which is the present number. 

The time during wliil'h the \Var rage,cJ was a time of g reat diflicnlty, 
and most of the clubs hart hard work to rnn_v on thnrngh lack of players 
and other clifficulti es ari~ing from Covernment r estri ct ions. 

Linthwaite H all dropped ou t altogether in 1916, and Paddock ver)" 
narrowly escaped the same fate in the early part of 1917. To add to onr 
trials, a fair number of the best players who were left were tempted h v 
conside rations of varions kinds to a~"Si st clubs in th e Bradford Lea gue. 

The Lea gue Conunittee had to economise by cuttin g out everyth in g 
possible, includ ing printing the League handbooks. Tn order to shew 
what work thi s entailed for the Secre tary (who happe·ned to be my'S'elf), T 
may say that in 1919, besides arranging the fixtures, copies had to be 
made, as well as copies of each club's registered players and umpires , and 
sent to each club. 

After the season 1919, when conditions were becoming a little more 
normal , it was felt by some members of the League Conunittee that some
thing was needed lo c reate enthus iasm, and a Cup Competition was talkecl 
abiou t, but nobody knew how we were going to get the Cup. The late 
Schofield Haigh often mentioned to me the interest there used to be when 
th e Leag ue C1ubs played for th e, Lumb Cup. 

H owever, after a meeting in the early part of 1920 a few of us w01·e 
talking the matter over , and some one, J believe it was Mr. H erbert 
Cheetham (Bradley Mills), su gg-es ted that Sir Charles Sykes might pos
s ibly give us a cu p if we asked him . After consideration, and as T hacl 
known Sir Charles a great man y yea rs, I wrote to him , and was verv 
pleased to have a reply from him promising to give us a trophy. T wa~ 
thus able at our next meeting to give the Committee a very pleasant sur
prise by the reading of Sir Charles 's letter. 

The Sykes Cup Competi tion has been the means of raising a con
s iderable sum of money for the Huddersfield Royal Infirmary, besides 
providing some very excitin g matches from tim e to time, and, inciden
tally, some S'Urprises The only drawb ack is when Cup matches , through 
any cause, cannot be finished on a Saturday. l\fost clubs find a difficulty 
in getting their playe rs r. ff froJll work during the week ; but even this 
difficulty is lessened by that boon to sportsmen, daylight saving. 

There have been many discussions during the past years with regard 
to the finances of the Cup Competition. \J\7bile these notes have been in 
progress I have had Sir Charles's personal assurance that he was wishful, 
after the payment of expenses, that the local chariti es, especially the Royal 
Infirmary, should benefit. 
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Once or twice since the War attempts have been made by a few of the 
clubs, mostly in the Colne Valley, to break away from the League. F or
tunately, these attempts ended in failure, but after season 1930 the League 
Committee decided to form two divisions to take effect in Season 1932. 
Briefly, the scheme was for the first twelve at tho end of sieason 1931 to be 
Division " A," and the last twelve to be Division " B" for Season 19:12, and 
afterwards the two top clubs in D ivis ion " B" to go up into Division " A, " 
and the two bottom clubs in Divisin "A" to go down. 

One of the biggest problems which I think the L eague Committee has 
had to deal with was provided by Lockwood in 1926, and caused quite a 
sensation at the time. For some reason, the circumstances of which I do 
not remember, Lockwood were withou t professional during the latter part 
of the season. Havin g to play Huddersfield at L ockwood on Au gust 28th , 
they applied some time previously to the Emergency Committee for per
mission to engage Cec il Parkin, the fo rmer Lancashire County player. 
The applica tion was turned clown by the E.C., and also later by the full 
T.cague Comm ittee. Notwithstanding this, however, the Lockwood Clnh 
r]ecided to defy the Loag ue, and they engaged Parkin to play. Natmally', 
this canserl great excitement in the cliS'trirt, and a very large crowd as
sembled to see the match. I well remember as t went into the gron nd be
fore the match ( . a very large crowd was already in attendance), one of 
the Lockwood officials said to me, " This is onr answer to th e League." 
Tt ,lid not s<'em to nc-cnr to him that the L eague woulc1 have the last word, 
which came in the sh ape of a fine of £50, and ve ry nearly expuls ion fron, 
the Leag ue. The fine was given to the Royal Infirmary and other charit
able institutionS'. The match resulted in a win for TTnddersfi elrl , in spite 
nf some good bowling by Parkin. 

Some years ago th e Huddersfield League joined the Yorkshire Cricket 
Federation, whic.h includes , I believe, all or most of the principal cr icket 
leagues in Yorkshire , and is a body which has grea t possibiliti es . One 
o[ its main objects is to try and get the rating assessments fo r cricket 
grounds reduced. I believe it has already been of considerable b enefit to 
some clubs in this direction. 

Another interesting innovation was the institution of the Inter-League 
matches with the Bradford and Leeds Leagues . These have, however , 
failed in their or iginal object of givi ng our you ng playerS' an opportunitv 
of appC'a ring in important matches. Owing to the other Leagues from 
the very fir st select in g s ides which included professionals, we had to follow 
sn it, and the matcheS' have now developed into mere trials of stren g th. 
As a matter o~ fact, the L eeds League dropped ont a few years ago. Jn 
th~ two vears immediately' after the \Var we arranged two 2- day matches 
against Yorkshire Second and selec ted teams, mainly' of our- vou nger 
p]averS', with an olrler player as captai n. Owin g to tlie wea ther th e, fir st 
match was cmta iled to one clay, and ended in a draw. The second ma tch , 
in which our team was captai ned by Mr. Hiram \Yhi twam, cncl C'ct in a 
sa ti sfactory win for onr L eague team . 

One of the most eni oyab!e functions in connection with the League i.s 
the annual dinner, wh ich of late years has increased very much in im
portance owin g to the attendance of gentlemen who hold important posi
tions in the Town , as well as the Presidents of the Bradford and Leedg 
T,ea(!'ues . the Cricket Federation, etc., as well as members of the Yorkshire 
Countv' team. past and present. As some of these gentlemen are ven ' 
eloquent speakers, and always have something important to sav', I look 
forward with ol easure to this event. Added to which. there is also a 
humorous note · struck by our genial President. " Billy" Bolt , when he 
relates his tale about the -shopkeeper who wore a "square round hat." 

T had almost forgotten to mention the Umpires• Association , which now 
~eems to be quite firmly. established, and has, I think, already done much 
(and wi]J do more in the future) to give the umpires a better standing 
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in our local cricket. Mis takes will be mane, but I wonld earneslly ask 
all who read these notes to remember that the Umpires are doing a very 
exacting work and not always in the be;n conditions as to weather. 

And now I must n1ake some' reference to some of the players who figured 
on our cr icket grounds in the past. First in importance, of course, cq~e 
the great trio, Hirst, Hai gh and Rhode~, who gave such wonderful se~·v1ce 
to English and Yorkshire cricket , as w<"ll_ as J3ob i\Ioorho1, ~e, of Armitage 
Bridge. Later came Drake, Bates and H olmes to assist 111 keeprng our 
Leagne's connection with the County team, anrl I 1111ght 111 en t10n that_ th,' 
three latter were at various ttmc·s recipients of L eague medals for batting, 
fi elding and batting re~pectivcly. And we do not for get that in recent 
fears we have provided the captain of the County team , in the person of 
Frank r,reenwood, for a couple of seasons. 

It is qnite impossible in the space allowed me to mention all the 
players who were notabilities in the past, as every clnb in the Leagne of 
forty year~ ago, and for some year s later, had one or more play·ers who 
were real personalities. 

\Vho that saw him can forget the brilliant cutting of Herbert 
Thewlis, of L ascelles H all? And there was the slow bowler, Tom Stringer, 
of the same club. There were the two Dawsons, of Lockwood, Charlie and 
Fred, a·ncl H erbert and G. H. L ee, also Arthur Elli~, of Primrose Hill and 
L ockwood. Dalton were very well served in the past by· such players as 
Harry Rates, Sam vVilson, Sam Kilburn, "r· Gawkrodger and Ernest 
T<lint. Also Laddi e Wood, who later in hi~ career assisted Golcar, which 
cluti had i n its ranks at various times such players as Tommy Ashton, 
Dia n Pri.estley, Arjthur Schofield, Pete Hall , Tom Jones, and Harry 
l'earson (Whistler). 

Huddersfield also, when they came into the League, brought a good 
alray of talent. A few whose names occur to me wiere James Stubbings 
loroi.) and later Walter Bedford (prof.), Harry J ohnson, F. E. Woodhead, 
T. W. Clegg, Charlie Bradley, Harry Wil~on, Andrew Canby, C. VV'. 
Hall as, who came to such an untimely end, and a few years later, Percy 
Johnson. 

There were th e three Eaglands and Fred Dodson at Slaithwaite; W. 
Em1r./ers·on, ,v. \V. Lancaster, , ~Tright Jessop, Percy France, Lewis 
L inaker, of Paddock, Percy H olmes, of Paddock and Golcar. Armitage 
Bridge had a fi ne team in the early nineties, including E. R. Benson, G. 
J\Ioorhouse, B. Hawkyard , T. E. and "r· A. Oldfield. The writer had the 
misfortune to have to do a good deal' of bowling for the latter while he 
was getting his famous score of 236 in the Lumb Cup tie with Paddock 
in 1893. 

One could go on almost indefinitely· recalling the names of players who 
made their mark in local cricket, but space' will not permit. I cannot, 
however, leave this part of my' subject without recalling the names of a few 
of the outstanding professionals we have had, whose names have not already 
been mentioned, and whose best work was done before the ,var. There 
was Harry Wallace, of Lascelles Hall and Slaithwaite: Sam Fletcher, of 
Linthwaite Hall and Slaithwaite; Bill Ellis, of Linthwaite and other clubs 
in the L eague; Sam Malthouse, M eltham )fills; and Arthur Shaw, Holm
firth, among others. 

Since the War we have had Herbert Haigh (prof. at Huddersfield), in 
mv opinion the best all-rounder since the War; Arthur Booth, prof. at 
Lockwood, Marsden and Huddersfield; F. Webster, the fast left arm 
bowler, and St . Hill, the West Indian, both at Slaithwaite; R. V. Ward, 
Huddersfield; W. ~nnis, Elland; Harry Hinchliffe' and W. Mitchell, 
Broad Oak. All have been very successful. The Friarmere Club, although 
not now members, were very successful in th;eir last period of membership, 
and it must not be forgotten that it was their st:rnnch supporter, the latP 
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Mr. J. L. Byrom, who presented. the very handsome Shieici to the Lea&ue 
rn its early days. · 

i\lauy ot the older geuerntiou will remember th.e old Huddersfield 
Umted and Chtt End CIL1Ds, whose proress10nal, J .. \l. l'reston, along w1th 
J3illy Bates, played such an important part for Yorkshire in_ the match 
agamst Lancashire at Fartown round about the middle eighties if I re
member the ttme correctly. l think the United had to close clown for lack 
u! support, and I believe the latter's ground was taken for bmldmg, 

I believe it was his bowling against Cliff End in the Lumb Cup Final 
of lt,t,9 by our friend, George .ttirst, which really brought him a trial with 
the Yorkshire County team. 

:oingular things happen at cricket as in other games, and Lockwood 
and .Paadock supporters of a little over twenty-five years ago will remember 
with what persistency J ohn Ardron obtained \,Villi~ Laµcaster's wicket on 
nearly every occasion when they met. Albert Mortimer, prof. for Paddock 
and .cluddersfield, although a tast bowler mainly, could oowl a very effec
tive slow leg dolly with which he got the wick,et of the iate Bill Ellis with 
great regularity. Plenty will remember how Percy Johnson, slow left arm 
bowler in his first season with Huddersfield first eleven, was wonderfully 
successful and then just as suddenly faded away, but he developed into a 
very useful batter. 

I also remember that in 1916 P ercy Holmes, who was getting plenty 
of runs as protesswnal for Spen (1 think), assisted .Paddock on three occasions 
during the season, one a semi-final at Slaithwaite, but failed to score a run. 

T o come down to present conditions I think that it can now be said 
that although we had rather a lean time for a whi_le after the War our 
local cricket is gradually improvmg. At the same tune, to be quite can
did, 1 certainly do not think we have yet attained the pre-war standard. 
ln one thing 1 certainly do think there is a great improvement, and _that 
is the much better feelmg which prevails among the players of opposmg 
teams. ::;peaking generally, there is not the bitterness that used to mark 
some of the matches in the old days. vVhat potential cricket ability we 
lost during the ,var we cannot, oi course, estimate, bu_t I am ~fraid that 
except in a few isolated cases tl,ere is not the same interest m practice 
that there used to be in the old days. 

1 am aware that a great many young men who might have made good 
cricketers are playing at bowls, and then there are other attractions in the 
way of cinemas, which we of the older generation did not have. But when 
all is said and done, if a boy or young man wants to have a place in a 
cr icket eleven he should, in all fairness, by constant practice try to make 
himself a real help to the eleven rather than be what is commonly called 
a passenger. And what pleasanter way is there o~ spending a nice sununer 
evening, when we do really get one, than on the ~ncket field? In brmg1ng 
these somewhat disjointed notes to a close, I w1~h to say that I have had 
to leave out the names of a great many players who were outstanding in 
their day, and sincerely hope that no one will be offended, but I should 
have had to go quite beyond the scope of this little book to ment10n all the 
people 1 should have liked to mention. I hope that the cricket season of 
1938 will be a forerunner of still better things to come. 

* * * 
"There is no talk, none so witty and brill,ant, that is so good as cricket 

talk, when memory sharpens memory and the dr!ad live again-the r~gretted, 
the tw/orgotten- iind the old happy days of burned-out /ttues revive. We 
s!tall no/ see tl,em again ."-And1·ew Lang. 
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iHREE PROMISiNG YbUNGSiERS. 

CLIFFORD WALKER. 

HAROLD BEAUMONT. WILLIE WATSON. 

\ 
\ 

CLIFFOllD WAL:kER. 
'l'u this young Slaitnwaite player fell the honour of winning the Leaglle 

L>atting prize for the past season. Statistics are not available for a definite 
statern,ent that Walker is the youngest player since the League's inception to 
win such honour, but that seem;. likely. It is, nevertheless, gratifying lO 

be able to record ,uch a feat by a youngster of seventeen. 

Clifford plays a ;teady, studious game, is quick on his feet, and careful 
:o position himself for stroke play. A glorious cover-drive gives colour to 
his display. Playing well over the ball, he imparts power into this stroke 
which results in his scores being increased by many runs. He has not yet 
acquired the physique which is necessary for daily play, but with care 
and patient practice a bright future should be forthcoming. His play is 
free from frills, and he has a solidity in defence which makes him ideally 
suited for a first wicket batsman. 

Not only does he possess ability with the bat, but he should develop into 
a useful bowler. At present his action shows room for improvement, 
although he bowls a steady length of "stock" variety. In the field he may 
be relied upon to allow few chances to go a'begging, and he has a keen, 
cnth,1siastic outlook on the game. 

HAROLD BEAUMONT. 
A strong, forceful player, Harold enjoys h1s cricket, which is for ltin1 

a great entertainment. His strong play is rather remarkable for so youth
ful a cricketer, and if, at times, the impetuosity of youth results in the loss 
of his wicket, it is a fault that experience will doubtless remedy. All round 
the wicket he plays with ease and care-free abandon. Perhaps he may 
"feel" for the turning ball, and find the wiles of the spin bowler more 
troublesome than the pace of the fast bowlers, but he dances to the attack 
and hits the half volley with refreshing vigour. He certainly is a live 
wire, and his play pulsates with the spirit of youth, without its recklessness. 

lle is most at home with the bat, but his medium paced deliveries 
:ontain a certain amount of "devil,' ' and his fielding is full of keenness. 
H e comes from a family of cricketers with an inherent love of the game, 
and in his " ,rnrld" of Thongsbridge he Jives, enjoys and radiates the spirit 
of cricket. During the past season he had the privilege of p laying with 
the Huddersfield Eleven against Bradford League, and shoulu he continue 
to improve higher honours are certain to be forthcoming. 

WILLIE WATSON. 
Since the clays of John Allen Meal and Aibert 'v\"hitehead the League 

has been somewhat barren of promising left-handed batsmen. It is, there
fore, most encouraging to note the delightful batsmanship of Willie Watson. 
A product of the Paddock Council School, he not . only represented the 
I-Iucldersfield Boys, but also the Yorkshire Schoolboys, and at the age of 15 
was opening the innings of the Paddock second eleven. Unrultied, he 
employs a variety of strokes with confidence and assurance. lf fault may 
be found wit!). his play it must be a suggestion of heaviness of footwork and 
a tendency to " lift" the ball on the leg side. Practice will be expected to 
remedy such faults, and many good judges anticipate a successful cricketing 
career. His cricketing worth is enhanced by the posses.ion of a delightful 
disposition, a willingness to learn, and a gentlemanly demeanour. A little 
slackness in the jielcl has been tightened to such an extent that rarely are 
"chances" neglected. Opportunity may present itself next season in an 
invitation from the County authorities to take part in "colts'' games, and in 
~uch event a County career may be his. 
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TALENTS. I 
(A prominent local enthusiast has contributed the following ?,rtide, 

which expresses a most interesting point of view, not necessarily, however, 
that of the compiler of the book.) 

Those responsible for the conduct of cricket in Huddersfield have always 
prided themselves on their progressive spirit aud concern for the game, 
which cause them to consider seriously any suggested innovation likely to 
stimulate interest or lead to an improvement of play it~elf. 

Their claim is justified to a certain extent-by their adoption of time 
limits and compulsory declarations, which are likely to maintain the interest 
of the crowd to a greater degree than used to obtain in the old days when 
a side could bat on for an indefinite period, and by their new readiness to 
consider such rnatrers as the lbw rule, the larger stumps., boundary hits for 
six (in which they have been quite out of step with M.C.C. laws) and even 
so far-reaching a change as the eight-ball over. 

At their public functions, these leaders of local cricket frequently state 
their satisfaction with the healthy state of the game, but at the same time 
they have to deplore the fact that Huddersfield is without representation m 
the County side, and has, in fact, in recent years, had only one man, 
Albert Sykes, on the fringe of it. 

The simple fact is that cricket in Huddersfield is by no means as good 
as it was or should be, and there is a responsibility facing the League Com-
111ittee and the clubs themselves to restore it lo its pristine glory. In this 
connection I wonder how long lhey will tolerate and cotmtenance such 
illogical practices as collections and talent money, which seem to me to l,e 
based on considerations which are anything but true. It appears to be 
accepted that an "amateur" cricketer is entitled to some recognition for 
services iendered, though in other sports, where there is a more stringent 
definition of amateurism-i.e., swimming-such things would not for one 
moment be allowed. 

I strongly doubt whether collections for fifty and a hat trick, and talent 
rnoney based on the number of runs scored, wickets taken, or catches held 
are likely to help in any progressive development of cricket at the presc11t 
tin,c. ·1-he fact that these things have been in operation fro111 time im
memorial, and have come to be regarded as part and parcel of the game, 
is neither here nor there. A game must shed its old habits some time, and 
in the old days the general standard of cricket was so good that these 
practices could not have quite the same effect as they have to-day. 

11 ow can the full value of an innings be measured in terms of runs 
scored? Docs il follow that the bowler who takes the most \\'ickets is 
necessarily the most valu ab le attacker of his side in a give11 matclt? And 
\\'hen one comes to fielding (a much neglected art in Huddersfield, wltcre 
the standard is only moderate) the assessment is even more ridiculuus. 
\\·hereas the best fieldsn,an should get the reward, what usually happens is 
that the most successful catch-taker takes it, irrespective of the number of 
chances he gels and the position he holds in the field. ~o wonder distin·
guished fielding is at a premium in the district at the present time. 

Collections for batsmen who score 50 have little to commend them. 
\\here is the sense of proportion which permits this to be clone while a 
bowler or a fielder goes unrewarded in a match in which he 11iay have 
performed just as valiantlv? One c.t ltcr point in connection ll'it l, l'<>ilcctions. 
.\ spectator, having pairl his adtnissiun fee, is surely entitled tu see the 
whoie of the rnatcl1 without incurring any other liability, forcible or 
persuasive, or at least to ask that if his good nature is appc,ilcd tu to s lww 
some recognition of a valiant feat it shall not be in the favour uf one of 
cricket's arts at the expense of another. 
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Talents-continued. 

Captaincy has often been criticised, too, in Huddersfield, and from a 
conversation T had with a captain it would appear that talent money may 
h.; respons-ible in no small measure for weaknesses here. This particular 
µlayer's club paid talent money for any bowler taking four wickets, and 
during last ;;eason it twice happened that, in the captain's opinion, the 
best interests of his side were served by a change of bowling, in each 
case the substitution of a bowler who had at the time three wickets to his 
credit by' another player. He took tha only course open to him, kept to his 
own convictions, changed the bowling, and ultimately saw his manreuvre 
successful and his side victorious. But he had hard things to hear in the 
meantime for depriving a player cf his few shillings. 

Tt may be that snch a happening is rare, bnt 011e can understand the 
quandary which faces a captain in Sllch circumstances, and how some good
natured leader (too good-natured, in fact) must hang on in the hope that 
hotlt player and club wilJ be rewarded. Collections and talent money 
wonld be abolished in a perfect cricket world. That may be too much to 
hope for, bllt it is surely not unreasonable to hope that those who stand to 
gain most by an improvement in the standard of play-those upon whom 
the ·. g lory wil] reflect, the governors-will some day introduce some logic 
,,nd a sense of proportion into practices which are at the moment so far 
removed from hoth qualities that they are apt to be absurd. 

YOUTH. 
\:\Then searching amongst my papers I came across the following words 

written by an Unknown Author. I paused in my labollrs to read once again 
and appreciate the beauty of the prose. I decided to L1Se them, for who are 
more capable of appreciating their beauty than those who play and follow 
the game of cricket? 

Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of mind, it is not a matter 
of ripe cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is a temper of the will, a 
quality of the imagination, a vigour of the emotions. It is the freshness 
of the deep springs of life. 

Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over timidity, 
of the appeti le for adventure over the Jove of ease. This often exists in a 
man of fifty more than a boy of twenty. 

Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. People grow 
old only by deserting their ideals. 

Years wrinkle the shn; but to give L1p enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. 
\Vorry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair-those are the long, long years 
that bow the heart and tum the greening spirit back to dust. 

\Vhether sixty or s ixteen, there is in every human being's heart the 
Jure of wonder, the sweet amazement at the stars and at starlike things and 
thoughts, the undaunted challenge of events, the unfailing, child-like 
appetite for what next, and the joy of the game o:fl living. 

You are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt; as y·oung as 
your self-confidence, as old as yonr fear; as young as your hqpe, as old as 
your despair. 

In the central place of yoL1r heart is an evergreen tree; its name is 
love. So long as it flourishes you are young. When it dies you are old. 
Jn the central place of your heart is a wireless station. So long as it re
cei ves messages of beauty, hope, cheer, grandeur, courage and power from 
God and from your fellow-men. so Jong are you voung. 
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PROFESSIONALS FOR SEASON 1988. 
\\'ith the except ion of Kirkburlon anrl Shepley every club in the LeagLte 

ha\'e already engaged their professional for nex t season . Tt is "doubtful 
,Yhether Kirkburton will engage one, and if such proves to be the cas<" 
they will be the only club in the Leag ue to lack proftss ional services. 
Ceorge Senior, who joine<l them last season, is returning to Tiaildon c:reen. 
Shepley a re searching for a bowler to fill the position rncated by Fred 
Metcalfe, a search that is proving one of difficulty. It may be safely assumed, 
however, that a professional will be found before the start of next season , 
and the announcem ent of their "capture'• ,s awaited with interest. 

In perusing the li st it wi ll be noted that twelve of nex t season's pro
fessionals have previously played in the Leag ue as amateurs . The latest 
recruit is Frank Barlow. who has leit Paddock to join Lascelles Hall. 
Thirteen clubs have re-engaged tbe men who did service for them last season, 
while eight clubs are engag in g new professionals, three of them new to local 
cri cket. 

Golcar, in securing the services of V. J. Evans, have ma cle an important 
addition to their playing streng th. Their new professional has played with 
Essex , and the acqnisition should prove advantageons. Paddock have 
engaged. J. i\!. Crossley, a forcefu l batsman and fast bowli<r, who last season 
assisted King Cross, who are members of the newlv-formerl Yorkshir<' 
L eague. Kirklwaton have been successfnl in per snadirig Eli jah Hai gh, a 
well- known Bradford L eag ne cricketer, to assist thetn . They played an all 
amate nr eleven last season, and had the unenviable task of applying for re
admission to the Leag ne. J. Thornt on, a. left - arm fast bowler , who ha5 ha(l 
previ ous ex perience in local cricket , (he assisted Slaithwait e a few seasons 
ago), takes the place of "Eddie " Kin g at Holmfirth. 

F. l'vfetcalfe leaves Sheplcv to join Huddersfield in place of Stanley 
Brogden. The appointment will be followed with interest, as Metcalfe hacl 
two fruitful seasons in his first efforts ;11 local c ricket as professional. 
George Cnrry is welJ remembered for his consistent all-rn1 md play when 
with Golcar, and hi s appointment should prove of help to Slait hwaite. 1:. 
H. Berry· goes from Paddcck to Thongsbridge, who last season suffered 
r elegation, and will be called upon to play at least one season in the " B" 
division . 

The list is certa inly a good one. Analysi s shows that three of th e 
professionals are engaged for a spt>Cial proficiency in bn.tsmanship , ten f<1r 
their bowling, and nine are regarded as all- rounders. 

DIVISiOX " ..\. ' : 

Armitage Bridge J. B<;>aumont 

Broad Oak n. II inchliffe 
Elland .. . ... w. Dennis 

Golcar V. J. Evans 
Holmfirth J. Thornton 

Huddersfield F. Metcalfe 
Lascelles Hall F. Barlow 

Lockwood A. L. Claughton 
i\J arsden T. Hirst 
Paddock J. :VI. Crossley 
Rastrick A. Carter 

Slaithwaite G. Cu rry 
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Almondbury 

Bradley i\ l ills 

Dalton 

H onley 

:i,;:·; rk~urton 

Kirkheaton 

Linthwaite 

i\Ieltham Mills 

i\Ieltham 

Primrose Hill 

Shepley 

Thongsbridge 

DIVISIO"N" "B." 

W . Uttley 

A. Coxon 

F. TTai g~1 

Il. \Vebskr 

\Still to be selected) 

E. Haigh 

A. Bastow 

C. Carter 

F. Q. Woodhead 

A. H . Noble 

\St ill to be selected) 

F. H. Berry 

In th" following table of stat isti cs last season's pe rformap,es by pro
fPss ionalq in Leagu e and Sykes Cu p _r;a mrs are g iv<'n :-

BATTTNC. 

Hi g hest T otal 

Inns. Not ont. Inns. runs. Avge. 

A. Carter (Rast rick) .............. 23 8 D8* !llO 60.6(i 
J. Beaumont (Annitage Br idge) . .. 21 3 104 n s 42.3S 
s. :\Conks (Thongsbrid ge) 21 3 D4* 480 26.67 
C. Senior (Kirkburton) 23 2 OS 3:-!4 25.42 
F. Q. Woodhead (Meltham) 21 1 89 508 25.4 
II. Hinchliffe (Broad Oak\ 17 2 57 :JG!l 24.6 
A. H. Noble (Prim1 os<c Hill) 15 4 72* 2!-9 22.63 

''"· Dennis (Elland) 1D 6 58* 28!) 22.23 
F. II. Berry (Paddock\ ............... 15 7 34 176 22.0 
E. T'. Kin g (Holmfirth) Zfi 1 74 527 21.95 

*Denotes not 0ut. 

BOWLINC. 

0. i\I. R. \V. Avgc. 
F . H. Bury (Paddock) 48:~.5 146 883 D5 9.2!l 
A. Bastow (Linthwaite) 391.4 91 948 89 10.6,; 
11. Hinchliffe tnroad Oak) 407 G9 1177 99 ll.87 
A. Coxon (Bradley Mills) 32:~.2 ~3 R,j .) 70 ]2.21 
F. Metcalfe (Shepley) ····· ···· ·· ··· · 418.2 87 iOl!l 8:J 12.27 
c. Carter (i\Ieltham Mills) 341 65 872 70 12.3 1 
A. H. K oble (Primrose Hill) ·· ···· 257.3 61 715 57 12.54 
T. Hirst (Marsden) , ........ ... ..... . 319.1 76 779 (.il 12. 77 
\V. Uttley (Almondbury) 280 68 750 57 13.15 
F. Q. Woodhead (Meltham) 284.2 52 761 57 13.35 
W. Dennis (E1land) .. ··· ·· ·········· 477.2 97 1235 86 14-.36 
A. L. Claughton (Lockwood) 327 48 987 68 14.57 ··· ·· · 
P. Sharples (Golcar) ............ ... 466 104 1068 73 14.63 
F. Haigh (Dalton) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324 70 788 53 14.8fl 
G. Nodder (Slaithwaite) 325.5 61 84::J 53 15.9 
S. Brogden (Huddersfield) 224.2 43 685 37 18.51 
s. Monks (Thongsbridge) 323.3 50 1017 45 22.6 
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i 3n !IDemortam. t-1---al .. 
SAM LIVESEY. 

It is with a sorrowful heart that I pen these words to the memory of a 
spor tin g gentleman. Sam was full of_ character, blunt_ of speech and dir~ct 
in acti on; he loved the game of cricket, the Club ,n wh1cl\ he was in

terested, and the County in which he was born. He was a \. orkshireman 
who L;elieved that Paddock was the finest place 111 the world, and the 
cricket field was hi s spiritual home. A lifetime of active interest, hard, 
gen11inc work, and splen
did endeavour for the 
Paddock . Club, won for 
him the . thanks and ad
mirati on of a host of 
friends. No matter what 
small honour came the 
wav of the Club he 
glo~ied in the succeS'S. He 
was th e "cart horse'' in 
the shafts of the roller, 
the guardian of the tip, 
and· the " doler" out of 
tuppences to boys who re
tri eved lest balls. 

For many years he 
acted as League repre
senta tive and it was with 
reluctance that he retired 
at" the age of seventy-. 
On the day of his wed
ding he left hi s bride at 
the Ch urch door in order 
to play football for 
Paddock . and never dur
ing the ;.,hole of his fifty 
years of membership did 
he falter in his support. . . 
He packed th e clu b bag week by week, locked up after evemng. practices, 
wo rried about lost balls, and cared for a thousand and one things asso
c iated with club life. 

In Comm ittee he expressed his views in few words that were always to 
the point. H e never could understand why anyone preferred another club 
after association, however brief, with Paddock; his amazement at such 
preference was almost comical. I could write of scores of incidents con
nected with the ' time when I had set myself a task which appeared to be 
chock full of difficulties. He was always behind like a prop, a guardian, 
and a true fr iend. San11 is no more, but he has left behind him a record 
of sterling service and fearless devotion. The word Paddock was surely 
stamped acroS'S his heart. 

A few days before bis death Sam was asking about the progress of this 
oook. " A little too slowly, Sam," I told him, and I received the char
acteriS'tic reply, "Tha' allus wants to go too fast, but tay thi time, lad, 
tay thi time." Paddock have Jost a great friend. 
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CONCRETE WiCKETS. 

There are slill a muuber of clubs in lucai cricket who, Lll:JGause of lack 
o[ a water supply direct on the ground, a.re prevented from the use_ of a 
sprinkler during dry spells . In such cases the hard-worked practice wickets 
become a danger, and the batsman must either decide to ri sk the. rearrng 
ball or refrain from practice. Althou gh _one or two clubs have_ la id down 
concrete practice pitches the idea. is not m general favour, despite the fact 
that if ,L cone, etc slab is covered "·ilh g reen coconut matting the ball comes 
off al correct speed and rises to a reasonable height. . I firmly believe that 
to practice on a true wicket, be it wood or concrete, 1s much more advan
tageous than attempting to play correct cricket on a "bumpy" wicket. . I 
have recommended the use of a conc1ete wicket to many clubs who find their 
practice facilities to be inad_equate, and should any club officials wish to 
provide such means of practice they may find the followmg formula to be 
of interest. 

I recommend the practice slab to be 2 yds. x 9 yds. A layer of fine 
clinker · or sand should be spread and rolled to a finished depth of 3in. 
Timber forms, 5ins. deep x Zins. wide, should then be laid around the 
area to be concreted, care being taken that the forms are laid true lo line 
and level, and are prevented from lateral movement by pegs driven well 
into the ground.· 

The clinker should then be well soaked with water, or covered with a 
layer of waterproof paper, and the concrete, consisting of 1 part of ce~ent, 
:J-,'- parts of sand, and 4 parts of coarse aggregate, should then be deposited, 
;ell tamped, and screeded to a smooth and true surface. The mix should 
be kept as dry as possible, and the whole of the concrete in the slab should 
be deposited in one day. 

The construction of a. practice pitch by the club members is a feasible 
proposition, for the work can be easily carried through with satisfactory 
results. The cost o.f materials would amount to approximately 30/-. On 
the other hand, if the work wei·e let to a concreting firm a. cost of approxi
mately £4 is likely. 

Jn many cases it is possible to construct the wicket on .spa.i:e ground 
entirely apart from the playing area, and club members are allowed to 
obtain a good deal of practice wh ich would not otherwise be possible owing 
tu the effect of the weather on the turf. lt will be admitted that ttus is 
particularly valuable at the start of the season, or on fine evenings following 
a day of heavy rain which does not permit turf practice. 

* * * * 

A well- known local cricketer, who shall, for the pmposes of this story 
remain nameless, had attended six cricket functions on successive nights. 
On the seventh night he found it possible to spend the evening al home. 
When he was comfortably settled his wife paraded his family· in front of 
him and addressed them as follows:-

"Children, we have with us to-night a guest of whom y,m have all 
heard, even if you do not know him personally. H e is a. man who has 
a reputation for good cheer in every Cricket Club in the district, and 
this evening we are to have the honour and pleasure of being numbered 
among the admirers of bis entertaining qualities. It is with the 
grea test pleasure that J present to you- your father." 

i(J 



SUGGE:STION,S TO THE LEAGUE MANAGE:MEHT. 

(Local cricket counts many enthusiasts for the game who are 
not officially connected with any Club. 

Week by week they are to be found visiting various g rounds 
in the L eague's two sections. 

In order to g ive opportunity for candid expression an 
invitation was extended to a most enthusiastic supporter who 
enjoys the game and visits many local grounds during a season's 
play. His "views may be of a controversial nature yet possibly 
open new channels of thought.- Ed.) 

* * * .. 

My greatest quarrel with lhe Huddersfield & Dis trict L eag ue is that 
their interest in the sport obviously and rapidly disappears during the 
Winter months, a nd, it is left lo a small body of enthusiasts, not officia!Jy 
connected with the League, to sponsor an undoubted interest in the ga111 e 
from October to March. I refer, of course, to the , vinter Shed a t Marsh, 
and I commend this idea to the L eague proper as being worthy and cap
able of great extension in the future. The Hudde rsfield District is the 
g reatest cricket nursery in England; it has a cricket tradition second to 
none, and the ability is there if it is only cultivated and encouraged in the 
manner that it ought to be. 

The provision of facilities fo1 practice in \\" inter is onl y one point; 
a nother, and equally important, is the provision of faci lities to euable the 
development of young boy's from the ages of say 13 to 16, when their cn 
tlmsiasm for the game is at ils hi g hest, and when they are mosl emenauh, 
lo coaching. I would sugges t tha t each Club offer free membership to boys 
of this age, and that the Club o r the L eague institute a sys tem of coaching . 
\\"hen I say system, I mean that some r egular form of coaching be pro
,·i dcd by every Ciub, and thi s· can perhaps best be done by arrangements 
a t H eadlJuarters, th at is, the Leagu e. The system should be organised 
properly- and pu rsued wholeheartedly . I can call to mind many local 
p layers, old in experience if not in years, who would make admirable 
coaches to the young idea. 

As to contemporary L eague players, we have, l think, in Huddersfield, 
the bes t amateur talent in the N orth, and if we do not achieve the pro
min ence in the press of other Leagues, it is due rather to the Jack of 
imported " big names" than to any lack of ability. This provis ion of 
star professionals has always been a vexed point, and as each Summer 
comes a round, the argument breaks out afresh. c;ranted that a well
known player will increase gates and encourage interest for a time, but 
will those increaS"es be permanent ? I think a team whi ch is almost wholly 
amate,ur will create just as much interest and enthusiasm provided that team 
will play wholeheartedly- and will encourage the young idea. There is 
nothing mere interestin g to a spectator than to watch the development of 
a promis ing cri cketer, and the ins tituti on of th e nursery system as men
tio11 ed ear li er in this article wi ll do more lo create outs id e i11tores t t han 
the im porta ti on of a l,ust of s tar profess ionals. 

The Leag ue arc lo be cou1111eudcd on the ins tituliou ul two diYi
s"ions of the ta ble. This has been the ir mosl prog ress ive s tep in recent 
years, and has resulted in an increase o( enthusiasm wholly warranted 
uy their enterprise. It can! be taken a s tep fur ther and in this way . We 
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\,, in addition k> the Leagne ptnpe,, eh, C~trn! Leagne =d ili, Asciali n, both of which are independent organisat ions. I s it beyond the 
rea s 0£ possibility to amalgamate the three, calling the Central League 
Divi ion 3 of the Huddershetd L eague, and the Associa tion Division 4, 
with promotion and relegation as in the present Divisions 1 and 2 ? With 
all e respect to tbe two L eagues named, the spirit of enterprise has been 
dorn ant for many years, and if they· and the League would " get together " 
on t is suggestion, it would eventua.lly lead to a greater competitive spi r it, 
whi q:h , after all, is the essence of all games, and, what is more, would r esult 
i n !:letter playing areas. w ·ith the prize of appearing in higher company 
befdre them, th e less prominent Clubs would be encouraged to provide 
better grounds. I do 1:iot mean by this that they, would .have to seek new 
grounds, but that they would put in work on tbeir present grounds to 
bring them into a condition compatible with the type of cricket provided. 
This is surely a suggestion with possibilities . 

The powers that be must realise that they can only go forward by 
showing enterprise; new ideas are necessary i£ local cricket is to maintain 
and increase its hold, and if what I have 5aid iS' open to cr iticism, and I 
think it is, il is offered from a sense of indebtedness to the game and in 
tbe hope that we in H uddersfield will go from s'tren gth lo s tren gth and not 
sink in lo a slough of inactivi ty, content to r es t on our laurels. 

* * * 

THE EIGHT BALL OYER. 

Hy th e narrowest possible mar gin the Leag ue Committee turned down 
tlt u p roposition to introduce the ei ght ball over. The voting reflected the 
confli cting views whi ch are held r egarding this interes ting proposal. 

The case for the propos·al is based on the desire to prevent wasle of 
ti111 c and to speed up the game. Xot only would the time occupied by 
chan ges be reduced biy' one-third, and i r r ita ting stoppages r educed, uut 
no excess ive gr.a in would be imposed on th e bowler , as he would be given 
longer r est s between overs . 

Th e case appears sound and n::asonable, but it is countered by the 
suggest ion that fast bowlers in particular would find the extra exertion 
lo be greater than lhe benefit of the extra rest, and there may be a danger 
of lhe youn g bowler taxing his stre·ngth to the limit. X o material advan
tage, it is argued, would ensue. The game would not be brightened to 
any appreciable extent , fo r a bowler, often by the unnecessary length of 
h is run and negative type of delivery , creates much more was te of time 
than doe,; the change over after ever y six balls. 

l 'os"'Sibly the cliange would not be of grea t a dvantage; on tho other 
hand its adoption would cause little disadvantage, and probably· the reason 
fo r many Clubs voting against it was chiefly because six balls had so long 
been considered an over that the substitution of an over of eight balls 
would appear somewhat fo reign to tbe game. 

There is, however, one great thing in such proposals. It shows that 
cfforl is bein g made lo speed up th e game a nd so counter the encroacl11nen l 
uf other J_,,.11 ga111es. Su111111in g up, ono is· a lmos t inclined lo regret that 
the proposal did 11 ut meet with be tter fate, for l ittle harm could have 
come of the experiment, and it would certainly have proved decidedly 
interes ting. It is dangerous lo adop t the mantle of prophet, but sooner 
or later the ei ght all over will be tried out, not only in L ea gue but in 
high er circles of cricket in England. 
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UMPIRES. 

Since the formation oi the Umpires' Association there has been a good 
deal of improvement in their important contribution to cricket. There w:is 
a time when clubs observed ''the letter of the iaw" iJy sending registered 
officials to a match; but it could not always ' be said that their representa
tives were fully qualified. Matters .ire worked somewhat ·differently nown.
days, and . umpires are required to undergo a test of efficiency. I do not 
suggest that this test is the prime cause of the improvement, although in
directly it has had a bearing on it. l{ather do I hold the opinion that 
umpires, through a1rndgamation, have acquired a bigger measure of im
portance, a . fuller authority, and, withal, a certain dignity. Further, the 
whole subject of umpiring has received greater attention, individual and 
collective, and 111 consequence a higher standard of efficiency has 6een 
achieved. Theory tests in themselves do not necessarily make the complete 
umpire. A sound knowledge of the laws of the game he must have, of 
course, but other qualifications-tact, judgment and temperament among 
them-are also essential. 

It has taken a long time for the League Committee and the umpires 
themselves to realize that the two associations are rnd1spensable. llut while 
improvement has been marked the system oi allocation of umpires. is still 
rather unsatisfactory. Which umpires have quaJifications· suitable for 
appointments in division " A" are not specified. Surely some definite 
system could be devised whereby umpires could receive appointments entirely 
on merit. Recently I had conversation with an umpire of exper ience who 
stated quite definitely that while he officiated no left-arm bowler would 
receive an l.b.w. decision. Such a statement was nonsensical, and showed 
the unsuitability of the man who n,ade it to officiate in any class of cricket. 

It is the umpire's duty to apply the laws of the game, and ,vhile mis
takes will never be totally erased, it is possible to make the game more 
cnjoyal>le by careful jurisdiction. "Without fear or favour" is a splend.i<l 
maxim, and, happi.ly, it is observed by' the umpires of this district. 
\\'hen all is saj_d and clone, had they not the interest of the game at heart 
the monetary reward would not in itself help them in their duties, and 
there sce,ns not the slightest reason why they should not enjoy their task 
and their association with the players. 

U,npiring is no ordinary or simple task, and old players do not 
n~ccssarily make the best umpires. 

\\'hat gives greater confidence to the piayer than complete faith in an 
u111pirc? What should give greater pleasure to the n111pire than to realize 
lha! he enjoys the confidence of the players? \Vhen such a state of affai .rs 
nisls it can be said that umpiring has reached the highest point of 
satisfaction. 

Fron, rcµorts of urupircs' meetings and the re111arks of guests who have 
expounded their views, one might be led lo believe that Huddcrsneld cricket 
is. suffering from that doubtful ailment, "inferiority complex." Nothing 
is further from the truth, though there are several of our umpires who 
consider the refusal to adopt the new l.b. w. rule to be an unwise step. 
Indeed, it has even been suggesf~d that such a step has not been considered 
u11 account of Jack uf (aith in the umpires to execute the new ruling. Such 
is not the case, and l would unhesitatingly slate that although the local 
association is younger than sirni lar organisations of other leagues the 
standard of its members compares favourably with any. If we refuse to 
adopt the new 1.b.w. rule it is because we haYe sufficient courage to stick 
to the opinion that the change was not intended for league cricket, that the 
remedy is intended to stop something that is not practised in our gan1e. 

I The umpires hold a command in g position in the game and not only 
should they be fully represented on the management side of the League, but 
the League should appoint a representative to the Association Committee. 
When appointments are being made it is absurd that the officials of the 
Associatt0n are not invited to give their op inion. In time there may l><' 
complete co-operation between the two organisations, and 1 feel it is 
essential that such co-operation should be brought about. By all means 
keep the Associations separate, but at the same time pool ideas for the 
betterment of the game. It is impossible to run a successful organisation 
and keep a most important branch in a state of isolation. Such action 
creates discord, and only the happiest of relations should exist L>etween the 
League and umpires. 

* * * 

THE QUES:TION OF POACHING. 

l'oaching of players remains a topic of discussion. So persistont 
grows the. demand for some alteration of present arrangements that fuller 
cons1derat10n should be given to the matter. However, I doubt whether 
some of the talk about poaching is more than imagination; on the other 
hand concrete instances could be given of players being approached and 
asked to transfer to other clubs. 
. , The ~emand for a suc.cessful side grows every season. There is a large 
· floatmg population which. follows clubs which play bright cricket. The 
clubs wlth good elevens receive a large share of their support, and officials 
of such clubs are keen .to hold their patronage. It is impossible for "star'·' 
attractions to be introduced into local cricket, for the population does not 
warrant the engagement of high-salaried players. The alternative would 
seem to be to find leading local amateurs who play the game in attractive 
lll anner. The strengthening of one club means the weakenin,,. of others 
hence the. bitterness felt against clubs which ent ice players fro;1 organisa~ 
llons which look on the players concerned as " home products." That 
clubs in the First Division may offer inducements to players helping clubs 
Ill the lower s.ect1011 1s_ undisputed. Better facilities, larger " gates," and 
unµroYed playtng conditions are some of the baits, and local products often 
find 1 t difficult to find a place on account of the s·election of ''comers-in." 
. I can well understand the resentment of clubs which occupy' lowly posi

t10ns, ~ho find. 1t hard to make ends meet. A youth who shows promise 
1s carefully' watched, and facilities for improvement provided after which 
he leaves "for his own betterment." One player does not ~ake a good 
eleven, but the loss of one player can leave a gap which proves harder to 
fill than the deparlurn of five other members of the side. Rightly or 
wrongly the boy who 1s coached by his own dub is regarded as the club's 
properly' from a playing point of view, and is expected to give his services 
lo the111. l find no objection raised against the player who accepts a pro· 
fess10nal engagement, but a po111t that shou ld not be overlooked is that 
acceptance by a local amateur of a professional appointment iµ the League 
1s not strengthenrng the League. · 

Players h";ve had differences with their dubs ever since the gan1e 
started, and I suppo_se such happe:mngs ·will continue so long as the game 
is played, but the po111t at issue ts lhE\ ·poaching ot players. \\ ' ill cricket .im
prove if •.t ,s slopped by legislation \\'ill the game deteriorate in the long run 
1,v allowrni; puaclnng melhucls to continue ? There .is of course a vast 
dif£ere1!ce in poaching· me'lhoJS'. Tu L>rcak the rules of the League' calls for 
unmediate and d~ashc aUentwn, but un the other hand, if a player can be 
offered faller fac1hhes for advancement . can it be called poaching to offer 
them lo lllm ? One solul10n lo the _present trouble is that transfers be subject 
lo the approval of a special comnullee set up by the League. 
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THREE PROFESSIONALS A CLUB. 
F rom time to time the re h ave been suggest ions th a t the Hnd dersfi ek1 

a nd Distri ct Cricket League ough t to follow the example of the 13radford 
Leag ue and permit clubs to h ave more th an one profess ional. Three, as 
compa red with Rradford's fo ur , is the maxim Lim s uggestect . T his is not a 
fr ivolous sug gesti on thrown out recklessly for the pu rpose of effecting a 
change for chan ge's sake; it comes from men with the inter est of local 
cr icket at heart, who ask that the idea be d iscussed on its mer i ts. P er
sonally I am oppoS'ed to th e idea, fo r t he reasons set out below. 

League cricket in Huddersfield , I think i t will be fairly generally 
conceded, is not of the standard tha t w as once the case. There have been 
many explanations offer ed for this decline, a nd ma ny r emedies su g geS'ted , 
b11t if the writer may be allowed to express a pr ivate opini on- but one 
whi ch he knows would carry the suppor t of many who have ha d a long 
assoc iation with the gam e- a prime cause is that L eague cri cket in Hud
dersfi eld is not pursued b y player s as a whole wi th tha t earnestness which 
characterised the a ttitude of the men of an earli er period. In p roof of 
this one has but to hear old- timers tell of the hours spen1 a t practice in 
their day , of the endeavours aspirants made to fit themselves for placeS' in a 
team , and the keenness to keep their places . Ther e were not the rival 
diversi ons then that exiS't to-daj'. 

"Another point is that too m <tny of ou r young player s, after a good 
season- sometimes after a modetately good one- s uccumb to th e lure of 
p rofesS'ionalism befor e they' are r eally and truly eq uipped fo r the r espon 
sibiliti es of such jobs. The man who acceptS' a pos t as professi onal feels 
in honour bound · to do hi s ver y bes t. a nd th a t extra r espons ibility fre
q uently compels him, intentionall Y' o r otherwise, to alter his s tyle , often with 
di re r esults. , v i1h the immature player this is likely to h appen to a 
i,-reater extent than with one who b y experience has become S'easoned. The 
writer has personal knowled ge of you ng men whose cri cket, afte r leavin e
amateur ranks, has b v no means made the p rogr ess th at otherwi se would 
probably have been ma de . 

The proposal of th ree profesS"ionals a club would not meet e ither of 
these points . It woul d not of necess ity brin g a new a nd a bounding en 
thus iasm for the ga me' s sake- a nd tha t is the onl y safe way to a healthv 
S'tate of affairs- nor would i t s timul ate the ybun ger pl ayer s to fit them
selves thoroug·hly for the r csoonsibilitie, of profess ionalism. On the con
trarv. it would enro11nwe th em to fo r sa ke ama teurism, and would ten <J;, to 
intro<luce a moS't <li s turbin g state of affai rs for clubs, fl ooding the L eagu P 
nossiblv with annlicants for pos itions as "ten bob " profess ionals . wi th all 
the undi e- n ifi ed J, a r e-ainin g . ill- feelin g a nr'I. hear tb11rn in e- tha t s uch a pro
cedure inva ri ahl v involves fe r some of the un oaid member s of the eleven 
would almost inevitaN v' enterta in a feelin g of envv for the other three . 
F ew clnbs would hi" able to afford a r eallv' g-ood class profess ional and two 
" nseful" ones bes ides . and the club with a good am a teur S"ide would be a t 
the mercy of everv cluh whi ch ha d monev, and would he ola.ced in a qu a nd
a r y as to whi ch of the ir own men to pay in order to keep them. 

Then , have been man y olayer s from this district in the Bradford 
T . .,,aq 11 e. >r>d sor>'e of them, 1 am !!iven to n.nderstand . rece ive more than 
1he 0 ,·erage n rofeS'S ional in the I-111dcter sfi eld L eague. They . a t all events. 
w" 11lr'I. not haYe been temoted b ack b y lOs . notes. and if clubs ,:ould not 
afforiJ. tr, e1w a e-e them in the ordin ar v' way· of things, how could thev b e 
Pvnect" ct to <lo so with navments to be made for two others in additi on ? 
Th e nirl< of thP nresent L eaguP ol avers would not bv an v' means he CPrtain 
to S'tay here if the Pew pla n were. adopted , but man v cl11hs woulct be d riven 

[cm1tim1ed al / not nf page 40. 
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PLAYERS AND PERSONALITIES. 
(Th,. ful lmv in r,; pen pi<'111rf'S' of pron,inent pla _vr rs anrl ollic iaJ s arc takP n 

a1 rnnrlnm. 11 wo11ld he impnssil>J, , in 1he span, allo tit'd to mention tlw 
111:1ny prominPnt play·r r$ associ:tlcd witl1 the T.<.•ag1 1e, liil'l't·fon \ J trust th f• 
n,11issinn o f manv ont s1a ncl in g ,~n1h11s·iasts w ill 1,e par<llln,-d. ·1~cl.) 

W. H. BOLT. 
" Billy" Bolt, as h e is familiarly' known , h as been President of the 

League for several years, and has been a most popular leader. His cheer y 
optimism, love of the game and r eadiness to do all he can to further its 
interests help to make what might b e an onerous position one of pleasure. Hi s 
happv knack of impartin g 
hnmou r into serious dis
c11ss ion , hi s diplomacy 
when dealing with the 
impet11011s, anrl the facil 
ity with which he find s 
soluti on,; to '' clc,acl-
locks" a re in large 
111 cas11re res ponsible fo r 
T.eag 11 e Committee Meet
in gs being free fron1 
"scenes ." He also takes 
a practical inte rest in 
the game as a pla,er 
with Bradley :\!ills, with 
whom he thoroughl y" en-
joys himself , whether 
with first or second 
eleven. lie would not 
exchange his position of 
" C ieneral Manager" of 
the " poorest Club in 
England " with an ass-o
c iati on with any other 
C ·1nb in exi stence. Coun
cillor Holt (we can now 
a pply' this dignified ap
pell ation since his r eturn 
to the Town Council) , has 
a fund of humorous 
s tor ies which stand him in good stead at the numerous and var ied sport
ing occasions which demand the attenti on of this "thoroughly good 
sportsman. " The stream of criti c ism which is inev itably levelled at the 
leadership of such organisations as the L eague is countered in good 
humoured fashion, but he can b e relied upon to stand hi s corner and hit 
back in forceful manner should the occasion demand stron g action. l\Jay 
" Billy" lon g continu e to h old the reins of leadership, 
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F. E. GREENWOOD. 

Frank Crf'!'IIW(C.<1, f, ,rnwr , -.. .-kshir!' c .. 11ntv c,1ptain ,,nc] presen t skip l>i' r 
oi the llndclers fi eltl ( ·1111J, is a S'p l,·nd id crickcll'r. Hi s strong, fo rcdul plav 
to the on is a feature of his batsmanship. The ease of hi ,sl roke play iscJ ,i e ll y 
the result of clever footwork. H e revels against bowlin g of pace, but a 
certain hesitancy is noticeable when h e plays slow type bowling. His 
partiality for " covering 
up'' often results in the 
umpire 's finger being 
raised, yet frequently his 
bat appears to take on 
"

1ou tsize clin1ens ions " to 
perspiring bowlers Jon g 
bt>fore his innin gs are 
,·rl(kd. fn th e field h,\ 
sl'ls a splendi,l exarnpk 
to hi s colleag 11es, a ncl al 
cover-p<>int h e deli g hts 
with clean handling and 
S'wift, acc11rate retnrns. 
The s ha rp single is 
rarely attempted when 
the ball travels in his 
direction. 

It is regrettable that 
bus iness prevented him 
from conti~uing hi s 
dut ies as captain to the 
co unty' side, for he 
possesses, in add iti on to 
his cricketing abili ty, a 
likeable dispos ition and 
a keen enthus iasm for the 
game. While the Slaitb
waite C' lnb claim him on 
account of prior service 
with them, I-Indclersfi elc\ 
regard him as "one of 
their own." X o matte r 
witl:i whom he p lays h e 
enjoys the game and 
gives enjoyment to those 
who watch him. H e is a lways willing to give a helpin g hand, and his 
services are in great demand, so that he finds himself busily en gaged during 
the summer months. 

:May he Jong continue to lead the Fartown eleven and r eta in a keen, 
active interest in local play. 
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lIARRY WEBSTER. 

TL is a good many yrars ago si nee T first r;,ferre,1 to Harry \Vebster . 
th,· I lunJ..y prnfess ional, as the "migh ty atom." 1 rlo not think I coulrl 
improve npon the description, for hi s small stature a n<l bo,rndless e~ergv 
c rea te an impre,sion of the David ever-r eac1y to meet a hos t of Goltaths. 
H e possesses the pati ence of J ob, and many· bowlers have Leen. " rattled" 
when ball ·after ball has been carefully and methodically played without anv 
attempt to force the pace Like many players on the small side he concen
trates on defence, but he r e joices in the opportunity to move swiftly acroqs 
to the short pitched ball and employ the "pull'' shot with power. 

If his r ate of scoring be slow his value to a s ide cannot b: over
estimated. Realizing his inability to employ the foll-blooded drive, he 
wisely places the ball in confident and clever fashioll, anc1 is alw~ys reac1 y 
for the "riskv'' single in a manner which bri ghtens up plav which some, 
wrong-Iv I believe, r'ega rd as rather painstaking·. H e bats left- handed w!th 
a confidence and assurance which enable him to face bowlers of pace with 
ea re-free ease. 

He bowls '' tweakers," and his right-arm leg-breaks often result in 
some impetu ous batsman attempting to hit across the spin-with d~sastrous 
consequences. The spacious H onley grou nd suits his style of bowling, and 
often the attempted long hit falls shor t of the expected boundary, and the 
waiting fieldsman is able to complete the work clone by the bowler. 

In the field he is keen and reliable, and never relaxes his effort to plav 
hard during the progress of the f(atne. He first commenced to play wit~ 
Lascelles Hall, and his progress has been all the more remarkable when 1t 
is realized that he d'id not attempt to play until he was 21 years of age. 
He likes to recall the occasion when he registered a C<"nt11ry, but bemo~ns 
the fact that time-limit cricket wi11 never enable him again to accomplish 
the feat. A really deli ghtful player w ith a ri ch sense of humour. 

* * * 

Three Professionals a Club -co11/i11 11ed from page 37. 

to paying, or los ing, men who a re. now' helpin g them as amateu.rs . . In the 
main local professionals are recnuted from amateurs of the cl,stnct. An 
extension su ch as· is suggested would mean more local amateurs turned into 
professionals, and that , in effect, would be paying for ,vhat yon have al
rc,ady got or bein g depr ived of the ir ser v ices. 

It is difficult to see how the good-clasS' professional from ontside is 
going to be encouraged to come into the district by thi s means , for clu~s 
would have less money to S'pend than before. It may· be argued that public 
interest would be so whipped u o that clubs would have more to spend on 
paid men, but that is a view which wi ll not be generally accepted on pre
S'ent evidence, and if the plan h as the effect of disabling clubs from engag
ing one really good man , or substituting three moderate ones for one of real 
ability and pe rsonality , public interest will actua.lly dwindle. There is 
nothing more disheartening than for a club to lose its good players. " Tou]d 
not thiS' _p roposal tend towards bringing abou t that undesirable end? One 
or two clubs with ample bank bala nces mav benefit. bnt at the expense of 
the poorer ones. A.M.L. 

HE,RBER·T SYKElS. 
Despite the fact that Herbert Sykes, of Slaithwaite, no longer actively 

participates in the management of L eague affairS', he retains a keen and 
active inte'rest in local cricket. As a student of the game he quickly sums 
up the ability of a player, and his judgment is reliable and sound. As a 
leg iS'lator his absence from the League Committee is sadly missed, for he 
possessed a sense of 
fairness and r easoni.ng 
powers which were 111-

valuable in the building 
up of Cup and League 
reserves. A leader often 
receives a great deal of 
adverse criticism how
ever valuable the work 
he contributes. It is 
the unmerited reward 
gener ally meted out to 
those who take active in
terest in the manage
ment of any association. 
Critic ism there haS' been 
of the su bj ect of these 
notes, but it is admitted 
in local cricket c irc.les 
that for keen, unbiased 
administration the work 
of the League's fo rmer 
President was marked by 
good juclgment and mu ch 
foresight. 

\\'hile the L eague 
Committee may be un
fo rtunate in the loss of 
his se rvices the · Sla ith
waite Club have the 
advantage of his enthus iasm which makeS' itself felt on the ground and in 
the Clu b. Hi s act ive a nd unbounded energy is a feature of the progress uf 
the ll ill Top Club, and the well-equipped, and fin ancially sound organisa
ti on is the envy of many local aS'Socia ti ons. It is, however, the work of 
Herbert Sykes for local cricket as a whole that he is now appreciated. Jle 
is able lo discuss the merits of every player of note in the League, and 
11J a ny players in adjoinin g LeagueS' a re equally well known to him. The 
.,·uul h of the district, irrespective of Club, have a warm hearted enthusias t 
to foster th eir a111bitions, for no trouble is loo g rea t fo r one who may be 
described as the prenuer cricket enthu s ias t of the town. 

* * * 
'· \\"hen George Hirst first played fo r Yorkshire,'' said David Hunter, 

Yorkshire's greatest wicket-keeper , to the late A. \V. Pullin , " he was jus t 
a little man, I might almost S'ay a lad , who bowled fast and straigh t; 
nothing more,. \Vhen he developed the swerve it was only slight at first, 
but he learned to HSe the breeze, and I have seen him make the Lall 
between wicket and wicket swerve full y four fee t time and time again. 
.\nd this a l beautihtl pace and with a splend id leng tb. lt waS' not easy 
lo lake this kind of bowlin g, l,ut it had lo be done, though not infrc
LJU01ttly the st.wnps ur the sho1 t leg fielder sa vcd you the trouble.,,, .. 

*His tory' of Yorkshire Cricket. 
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GEORGE DAWSON. 
The club with a reliable wicket-keeper can consider themselves ver)' 

fortunate. Slaithwaite are in the happy position of possessing the best 
wicket-keeper in the League. The Hill Top club have been fortunate for 
many years in being able to call upon " top-notch" keepers; well does one 
remember " Dick'' Balmforth and "Bob'' Byrce. 

George Dawson first played with Slaithwaite as a raw youngster with 
an aptitude for wicket- keeping. Encouraged to utilise his ability in this 
direction, and given every opportunity, he has earned the premier place in 
the League. His saie and clean handling, his ability to take the ball with 
either hand, and his agility on the leg side all combine to make him a 
great asset at Slaithwaite. Seldom is an opportunity of dismissing a bats
man neglected. He does not indulge in "frills" or fancy work, the manner 
in which he takes the ball being always neat and stylish. He stands well 
up to the wicket against good paced bowling, and his comfortable manner 
indicates complete assurance. 

The County authorities have r ecognised Dawson's ability, but, though 
he has received invitations to assist the Colts, and has been warmly com
mended upon his work, during the past season he appears to have been 
passed over. George is a likeable, enthusiast, ever ready to give assist
ance in, any game which may be promoted for the benefit of others, and in 
consequence merits the high regard in which he is held. During the past 
few years he has been the one ''hope" of local cricket so far as the County 
is concerned, and a host of admirers are disappointed that greater oppor
tunity has not been given to him. l ' have often heard it said that admit
tance to the Yorkshire County side is the hardest task of any that can con-. 
front a cricketer, a view which will be shared by this young Slaithwaite 
player, who knows his job and can execute the difficu lt art of wicket
keeping in a perfectly fair, highly efficient and modest manner. 

F. N. RIDING. 
· 'Freddy" Riding is not represented in the League averageS', and has 

had the unenviable distinction of bagging eight "ducks" during the past 
season, yet ability and promise are sufficient to justify his inclusion among 
the outstanding players in the League. His batsmanship iS' polished and 
his style suggests great possibilitieS'. Quick on his feet he plays with the full 
face of the bat, and combines style and soundness in refreS"hing manner. 
Perhaps the desire to "make good" is responsible for the ultra-cautious 
methods which sometimes prove to be his undoing. He gives the impres
sion that a "stopper" is placed upon bis play, and once he shakeS' off the 
" hoodoc,'' of self-consciousness he should come into his own. In practice 
he bats in delightful manner, employing strokes of praiseworthy correct
ness, and his enthusiasm for the game is unsurpassed. 

\Vith the ball he is most useful. He bowls right arm medium-paced 
deliveries, keeps a good length , and often is responsible for the breaking 
up of an awkward partnerS"hip. Not only does he bat and bowl with 
ability, but his work in the field is clean. Rarely is a chance allowed to 
escape his safe pair of hands. 

Riding is a fine young cricketer , and his future is one of bright pos. 
sibi liti es. Ho does not really lack confidence, despite his anxious care to 
justify the high opinion of many fri ends. It rnay be that he treats Leag ue 
nickel too seriously; certainly his displays with the Craven Ge11tlcmei 1 
against s trong opposition have been in marked conlra,1: with his League 
endeavours. H('/ has had invitations lo the nets at Headingley, and attends 
lJradice al the \,Vinter Shed with r eg ularity. As he still has lo reach his 
majority much may be expected from him. 

te 

(' 

HARRY HINCHLIFFE. 

I was once asked by a Bradford Leag ue club to give a candid opinion 
on the ability of Harry Hinchliffe. I remember replying that apart from 
E. ,Y. King, I considered Harry· to be the best all-round cricketer in 
Huddersfield. Away went a couple of the club's representatives to watch 
Hinchliffe in action, (he was then professional for Dalton) and upon their 
return I was told that if Hinchliffe was regarded as a good "all-rounder" 
Huddersfield cricket must be in a poor way. 

Events have since proved that the "scoutS"" under-rated the ability of 
the present Broad Oak professional. whose performances indicate a first
rate bowler and a more than useful batsman. In addition to bowling at 
fast medium pace, he is able to turn the bali from the "off," and should 
the wicket be a little "green" he is often deadly. Capable of bowling for 

long stretches, he maintains a consistent length, and his ability to "knuckle 
rap" keeps the batsman on his toes. Rarely does he bowl rn negative 
manner, and in consequence the batsman is kept playing. 

Hinchliffe's batsmanship may not be polished, but it is sound, and he 
is all the more useful because he has a habit of scoring when runs are most 
required. He hits the "loose" ball in no uncertain manner, and heartiness 
and zest are infused into his play. A club victory is regarded with more 
deli ght than personal success, and at Broad Oak he has for many seasons 
been the right rnan in th e ri ght position. Harry is a grand cr icketer, a 
popular figure, and a great enthusiast. Like so many good players he 
migrated from the Holme Valley, first playing with Holmfirth, although ,t 
was with his present club that he became the League's Jeaging all- rounder. 
A fir st choice in inter- league games, and a consistent, useful, enterprising 
1,layer in every department of the game. 



TWO RASTRICK PLA YE kl;. 
E.H. HILL. 

Ern•ast Hili, of l{astrick, bas again secured the League uuwling }'rize. 
A glance at the 1ist of former bowlers who have secured this coveted trophy 
shows that no other bowler since such awanls were instituted in 1900 has 
won the prize in two consecutive seasons. 

In the case of Hill the old theory of length being the best means of 
attack holds good, for besides being able to "use" the new ball he con
centrates on a commendable length which keeps the batsman continuously 
playmg. The pace of the ball whP.n leaving t.he wicket is in marked con·
trast to the speed through the air, and the viciousness and "lift" find 
batsmen making belateJ strokes. E1nest is enthusiastic, a genuine plodder 
and big-hearted player. On a sunlit day and cast iron ground the glorious 
wicket ot Round Hill is sufficient to cause any bowler to "tin," yet he 
bowls keenly aud with any amount of vim. His action is free and easy, 
and movement is not marred by failure to follow through with his delivery. 
Seldom does he give the batsman the relaxa!Ion of an overpitched ball. 
His fielding is keen, and I still have to see the most difficult of chances be 
placed on the "carpet." He retains his amateur status in spite of lucrative 
offers to turn protesswnal, and Rastrick remains his first and only love. 
The value of a "club man" is shown by his worth to Rastrick. Despite 
personal honour which his bowling has brought during the past two seasons, 
little evidence of desire for personal success is noticeable. He bowls tor 
his side and victory, and mistakes of fellow vlayers in the field are not 
a llowed tu upset him. Length and direction are his strong points, and unless 
uatsmen are prepared to wait .for the shorter pitched ball they are likely to 
tempt providence by forcing their play. A pair of good shoulders and a 
Juliness of chest are promment features of a bowler who plods steadily 
a long "·ithout lowering his arm or losmg his length. Afte r a good, solid 
hour 's bowling the last over does not vary much from the first, apart from 
the "moving" of the n ew ball. It is strange that inter - league elevens should 
have been chosen without the inclus10n of this great-hearted uowler, who 
can always be relied upon to produce a 100 per cent. effort. 

ARNOLD CARTER. 
Because he is professional to the l{astrick Club, Arnold Carter is 

deuarred from securing the League batting award for the best average. 
His consistent batsrnanship has been a i'eature of the past season's play as 
the following figures testity :-

lnns. ); ot out. Highest Inns. Total runs. Avge. 
23 8 98* 910 60.66 

An unusual feature of the past season's play is that Carter had the 
l.,cst aYerage with the bat, while his· colleague, E. H. Hill, had a similar 
hu11our with the ball. 

Arnold uses his height to advantage, and his long r each enal.,Jes him to 
"smother" many good length balls. J.'articularly strong on off side play, 
he uses a cover drive with precision and force . As an opening batsman 
his solidity and unruffled play are a great asset, and many good scores 
have been registered b!)' the Rastrick side chiefly on account of Carter 
being able to keep one end intact. 

At times he appears to be somewhat uncertain in timing his strokes, 
although his bat is taking the ball well in the middle. :Many sighs of 
relief may be h eard from opposing elevens when l;J.is dismissal takes p lace, 
for he gives the impress ion that his wicket is. to remain a citadel immune 
front destruction. 

As a slip fi elds111an h e has fe'w equals in the Leagu e, and lwre agaiu 
J, is long reach proves an advantage. · 

The engagement of Carter by the R ound Hill Club proved to be a wise 
choice, and bis re-engagement for next season in the "A" Section should 
materially help the Club lo have a succcS'sful year in the "House of Lo1ds." 
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J. WILSON SENIOR. 

The duti es of· a sec
retary, no matter what 
organisation he may be 
connected with, never 
111ake a bed (If rose~. ln 
1he case of \fr. J. \\'. 
~e ni or, the Lea g ue Sec
re tary, only tremendous 
enthl!siasm and a great 
Jove of the game make it 
possible for him to get 
through his multifarious 
anrl arduous duties. 
Add to the ordinary 
rlnties of secretaryship 
the worries of finance, 
for he is a lso the League 
Trcasu rer ; the problems 

· of insurance, for he is 
secretary and treasurer 
of 1he benevolent fund; 
the al!ocal ion of umpires, 
for he is responsible for 
the weekly engagements 
of umpires; the labor i. 
ous, but highly com
mendable work of the 
Yorkshire Federation, of which he was a founder and local representative
and one realises what a busy man he really is. 

In spare moments he acts as honorary secretary tu the Schweppes Cup 
Competition, interests himself in schoolboy cricket and football, plays cricket 
with Armitage Bridge, attends practically every dinner of local cricket clubs, 
and joins a sub-committee to prepare fixtures. I must not forget to mention 
that in addition to all these duties :'1Ir. Senior works for his living. 

::\'ot only are his various offices carried OL1t with enthusiasm, but with 
a thoroug hness that indicate a complete understanding of, and mastery over, 
his complicated tasks . The late result of a Saturday's game, the non
attendance of a meeting, the delayed payment of a previous fine, and the 
thousand and one things which occur in the running of a cricket League are 
never allowed to be overlooked. The part played by th e secretary in the 
League's successful organisation is a most important one, which merits the 
highest possible com1nendation, and when so efficiently clone, call s for 
bouquets. Local cricket owes a g reat deal t o \Vilson Senior, and his 
capabilities are recognised and appreciated by all. 

* * * * 
Conceit in a cricketer often is the result of a swollen head. Particu

larly good is the story of a visiting skipper when his side turned up a 
man short. Looking round for another man to make up his eleven a player 
who had made some sort of a reputation in local cricket offered his services. 
"\Yhat S'Ort of cricketer are you?" asked the skipper. " Oh," replied the 
player, "I can do my bit. As a matter of ±;act, l don't think I have made 
a 'duck' in my life." "Indeed, " replied the skipper, "Well, you can't have 
played mucli cricket, but you can play for me if you like-and I shall put 
vou d own number eleven.'· 



ANDREW TAYLOR. 

Andrew Taylor may 
be described as the best 
batsman in the Hudders
field League. The state
ment may appear to be 
so m e w ha t sweeping, 
especially when batsmen 
such as George Senior, 
" Jimmy " Beaumont, 
Arnold Carter, Stanley 
1Iamrnond and Albert 
Svkes are taken into 
account, but for all roun,l 
the wicket stroke plav, 
,·xecution of shots wit Ii 
111asterly sureness, Aodr<'w 
, tands in a class to him
self. 111s style is free 
and entertaining, and his 
quick positioning for the 
" pnll'' leaves time for the 
stroke to be unhmried. 
The cover drive, with toe 
and bat working in 
unison, sends the ball 
speeding along the 
ground like a bullet. 
For the "danger" ball 
his body is well behind 
the bat, and with effort-
less positioning the safety . 
stroke is played. lf Andrew has a weakness it is his eagerness to be scoring 
runs with a powerful sweep to the leg boundary, but oftPn he lifts the ball 
safely over the cinder track. 

As a boy in short trousers he played his first ga!"e with Golcar, but in 
search of practice and coaching he went to Huddersfield, to be "adopted" 
!>y vValter Bedford. A sound cricket education was received from the old 
11 uddersfield professional, who was in his glory when in~tilling !nto _a 
m~t willing pupil correct play. Leaving Huddersfield he threw m his 
Jot with Paddock, and his opening partnerships with Wright Jessop became 
a feature of Paddock cricket. After his spell with Paddock he had the 
honour of playing as professional with the Lascelles Hall club dming their 
centenary year, but the following season found him back at his native club. 
Kow, at the age of thirty-six, he plays bespectacled , opening the innings 
and captaining the side. 

Taylor's keenness is such that in practice he bowls his "donkey drops" 
and bats with the concentration of match play. He plays every ball on its 
merits, and executes his strokes with a certainty which makes his play an 
object lesson in correct batsmanship. Never stilted or cramped in style, 
he uses his feet and positions for his strokes with an ease which denotes 
complete mastery over the attack. Why Andrew has not progressed to a 
higher sphere of cricket remains something of a mystery. In spite of his 
consistent play he reoeived only one invitation to play for the Colts, and 
that was something of a la~t minute recommendation 
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FRANK BA'RLOW. 
Frank Uarlow, the Paddork left arm slow bowler, achieved the dis

tinction of secnr iu g 100 wickets during last season's campaign. For an 
:1matenr the feat is remarkable, especiallv wht'n it is realised that for six 
weeks he was hampered · 
by a fractured finger. 

Although over Gft. 
in height, Barlow does 
not deliver " straight 
over." \Yith a certain 
squareness in delivery 
he flights and swings 
the ba Ii in clever 
fashion. Barlow corn-
111ands an extraordinarilv 
good length, and despit·e 
his inal,ility- to straighten 
the ball , lw sends down 
a varif'lv of balls which 
g ive thP hatsman food 
fnr thought. Often thi' 
innocent- looking deliverv 
'· dips" in unexpected 
fashion, and the change 
of flight during the last 
vard finds the batsman 
;,nprepared. 

ll is fignres d11ring 
the 1987 season are as 
follows: -

LEAGUE GAMES. 
Overs. j\Jaidens. Huns. \Yickets. 

829 69 911 78 

CUP A~D LF.AC',UE. 
Overs. \I aidens. Runs. Wickets. 

447 102 1153 104 

Average. 
11.67 

Average. 
1 I. I 

S\'Kl-:S ('l TI', SCIJ\\'1-:l'l'l·:S C'L'l' .\:\I) 1.1·:,\CUI·:. 
Overs. 

4~0 
i\faidens. 

107 
R11ns. 
1264' 

\\. ickets. 
114 

Average. 
11.0b 

It is wo rthy o[ note that in the League game against flolmfirth on 
~Jay Zllth, he secnred nine wickets for thirty- five rnns, and on fonr occa
sions he secured two wickets with successive balls. 

11arlow 's first club was Almonc\bury, and he r ece ived from the late 
Arthur Schofield many valuaole lessons in ball control. Following the 
removal of his family to Crosland Mcor, he joined the Paddock Club, and 
after four seasons of steady success he joined Broad Oak, and helped them 
to secure the Championship cf "B" Division and promotion. Back with 
Paddock the following season, he had the satisfaction of helping them to 
follow Broad Oak's example of securing the " B" Division Championship 
and promotion. Further success came with the winning of the Sykes Cup 
and the Byram Shield. 

F . Barlow had the distinction of winning three championship and one 
cup medal in three seasons. 

Naturally his brilliant performances attracted much attention. He 
turned down tempting offers oi clubs outside the League, but finally de
cided to accept a professional engagement with Lascelles Hall, and next 
season should find him again offering tempting bait to unsnspecting 
batsmen. 
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ARNOLD HAMER. 
TTp to l ast season 

\\'henever Primrose, Hill 
r. ricket was spoken of the 
name of Arnold Hamer 
was sure to be introduced . 
Dc,,-pi Ifs hi s youth he: 
.. onlrl cla im sever a l years' 
association with the Club 
with which h e first be
gan to play, and at the 
earl y age of s ixteen he 
.was widely regarded as 
a c r icketer of cons iderabl e 
promise. As a n openin g 
batsman he showed abil 
ity much above 1lw 
average, a nd hi s peri od i
ca l visits to the nets at 
II ea cl ingley suggested 
ear ly opportu n ity in 
higher cr icket. L ast 
season he threw in hi s 
lot with the Golcar Club, 
and continu ed his clever 
play , but on e fou n d it 
difficult to think of him 
as a (;olcar p layer. How
ever, the old saying 
about a change of com
pany proving a wise 
1nove was in some re
spec ts appli cable, for 
not only did he have a 
successful season , but h e 
also had the d ist inct ion 
of being selected in the 
Colt's eleven. 

Although batsman-
ship is considered to be 
the stron gest part of hi s 
pla)', he bowls "spin 
ner s" with guile and 
skill. Playing with the 
foll face of the bat, he 
covers the ball with easy 
footwork and keeps it we'll 
in the "carpet." His foot
work is good , and hi s 
corr ect positionin g en-

- ables full power to be 
imparted into hi s play . He combines patience and aggression and 
refuses to neglect scoring opportunities. His opening partners]:iips with 
Andrew Taylor have been a feature of the season 's campa ign. They were 
associated in an unbroken first wicket stand which const ituted last season 's 
record-229 runs in the home g ame with Holmfirth on June 5. 

Arnold is a· fine, natural all-round cricketer, with a temperament which 
enables him to play without being troubled with " n erves ." May he con
tinue to improve and receive continued recognition, ultimately to J.,e 
crownecl with full County h onours, 

ALBERT SYKES. 

Albert is one of two players still playing in Huddersfield cricket who 
have accomplished the n otable feat of scoring 1,000 runs in a season. He is 
one of the opening batsmen of the Huddersfield eleven, and his delightful 
play has brought recognition from County authorities, in the shape of his 
Colt 's Cap. A steady, reliable player, whose batsmanship is ideally suited 
for the opening of a n innin gs. Seldom indulging in "Fireworks," and his 
strong, forceful offside play produces many runs. On "seeing" the ball, he 
employs this favourite stroke to perfection. 

A tendency to " nibble" at the off ball rather marred his play, but car e 
and concentration are gradually overcoming this weakness. His soundness 
is reflected in confident batsmanship, and h e invariably gets the -bat in 
direct line with the ball. Often bowlers deplore the " barn door'' appear
ance of hi s bat, for he takes the ball plumb in the middle. As a school h()y 

li e won recogni_tion by the high scores he collected , and Dalton los t a fi 11 e 
batsman when h e decided to play in the Bradford League, and later to 
a ssist the Fartown club. H e has a happy disposition, and is a well liked 
a nd respected player. 11 is play with the Colts has been cons is tent, a nd his 
selection a, lllatlcr of much sat isfacti on to local c ri cket lovers. 

ln the fielJ S_vkcs is relia ble, a nd wilhout wasliug diurl field s tl1 e uall 
dean and smart ly. A likeabie fellow who prepares for the game with 
thoroug hness and plays the game . Those who s1,end much ti111e and labour 
in assistin g youthfu1 cricketers to advance to a hi g her place in the game cau 
see i11 the career of Albert reward for their labours. 
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HONOURS LIST, 19S7. 

Champion9 

Runners- up 

Champions 

Runners- up 

Winners 

Runners- up 

( 'ha111pions 
l{unners- up 

Ch a mpions 

l{unners- up 

Winners 
H.unn ers- up 

FIRST ELEYEN. 
SECTION "A," 

Paddock. 
Broad Oak and Golcar (Joint). 

SECTION "B." 
Rastrick. 

Armitage llridge. 

SYKES CUP. 
Paddock. 

Linthwaite . 

SECOND ELEVENS. 
SECTION ''A." 
l'addock. 
llolmfirll1, 

SECTION "B." 

~r eltham. 

Dalton an<l Kirkheaton 

PADDOCK SHIELD. 
Broad Oak. 
1\[ ellh am )l ills. 

(Joint). 

Relegated Clubs Shepley and Thongsbridge. 

Clubs to apply for re-
el ection llradl c,y Mills and Kirkheaton. 

Hi ghest. Club Total 

Lowes l Club Total 

11 i gliest Individual 
Score 

Ten Wickets Bowling 
Feat 

Best Howling Feat 

Ba tsman lo score moot 
runs 

Bowler to take most 
wickets ... 

l'ri111rosc Hill (v. Bradley i\lills) 2ti9 for !J 
dee. Sept. 4 

Kirkhealon (v. Primrose Hill) 25. May 8. 

A. Taylor , Golcar (v. H olmfirth) 139*. June 5. 

T. Sykes, Rudders.field (v. Thongsbridge), 10 
for 51. April 24. 

F. Haigh, Dalton (v. Linthwaite), 8 for 6. 
Ju.ly 17. 

A. Carter (Ras trick)', \HO. 

F'. Barlow (Paddock), 104. 
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HAT TR1CK.S. 
June 5 G. Carter, Meltham Mills (v. Dalton). 

,, 22-23 H. Trower, Slaithwaite (v. Elland}. 
July 17 S. Brown, Linthwaite (v. Dalton). 

,, 17 F. Haigh, Dalton (v. Linthwaite). 
,, 31 F. Noble, Primrose Hill (v. Kirkheaton). 

Sept. 4 F. H. Berry, Paddock (v. Marsden). 

June 5 
Aug. 7 
May 29 
July <I 
June 1-2 
July 10 
May 1 
May 8 
May 22 
J Ull e 22- 2;J 
July 3 
Sept. ;; 
.\l ay 8 
.\lay 18 
July <11 
lll ay 18 
Sept. 18 

CENTURY MAKERS. 
A. Taylor, Golcar (v. Holmfirth) 
W. S. Hammond. Elland (v. Broad Oak) 
J. Brook, Meltham (v. Honley') 
W. Watson, Paddock (v. Lascelles Hall), (Cup) 
J. Brook, Meltham (v. Armitage Bridge) ... 
J. Thornton, Armitage Bridge (v. Dalton) 
A. Taylor, Golcar (v. Lascelles Hall) . .. 
K. Stead, Meltham Mills \ v. Linthwaite ) . .. 
\V. Watson, l'addock (v . Dalton), (Cup) 
J. Beaumont, Armitage Bridge (v. Meltham) 
A. \foodhead, Broad Oak (v. Meltham), (Cup) 
G. Knight, Slaithwaite (v. Lascelles Hall) ... 
E . Quannby, Linthwaite (v. Meltham Mills) 
A, \\"ooclhead, Broad Oak (v. Lascelles Hall) 
I-I, Beaumont, Thongsbridge (v. Marsden) 
L. Haigh, Lascelles Hall (v. llroad Oak) 
I-I. Outram, Elland (v. Lockwood) 

*Not out. 

INDIVIDUAL HONOURS.- FIRST ELEVENS. 
BATTING. 

*13[) 
'"136 
*129 
*121 
*108 
*107 

106 
' 103 
10;; 
104 
104 

' 104 
103 

' 10;1 
102 

*100 
100 

Inns. Ko t out. 
C. \\"alker (S ' waite).. . 12 ;; 

Hi ghest lnngs. T otal ruus. .\ vge. 
49.l 

E. 1-I. Hill (Rastrick) 

91* 442 

BOWLING. 
0. 

... 366.3 

CATCHING. 

M'. K 
88 74ti 

II. Derry' (Arnutago Bridge). 25 catchc,; . 

SECOND ELEVENS. 
BATTING. 

\\I. Av ge. 
93. 8.02 

lnns . 1\ ot out. 
C',. fletcher (L'waite) 11 3 

Hi ghes t lnngs. Total ru1Js. ,\ vgc. 
50.l 142* - 401 

BOWLING. 
0. 

F. . R. Ya rley (l'adclock) .. . . .. 140 

CATCHING, 

)1. 
51 

Jue l li11<.llc (:c;heplcy ). 17 catches. 

R. \V. Av ge . 
247 38. 6.5 

H . Berry, the Armitage Br id ge wicket-keeper , broke the League 
catching r ecord biy making 25 ca tches, securing the catching pri ze fo r the 
third consecutive season. 
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Presentation of Sykes Cup, Byron- Shield ;and Johnson Cup to Paddock Cricket Club, 1937. 

~astrick Cricket Club, Winners of Hinchcliffe Cup, 1937, 



TWO NEWCOMERS ~ TO THE LEAGUE. 

ELIJAH HAIGH. 

(Newly Appointed Professional 

of the 

Kirkheaton Cricket Club). 
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J. M. CROSSLEY. 

(Paddock's New Professional) 

Prooosed Memorial Pavilion to mark the Association of George Herbert Hirst and Wilfred Rhodes 

with Kirkheaton Cricket Club. 

At the Marsh Winter Shed. F. N. Riding batting. 
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Broad Oak's Opening Pair. 

H. Knight and C. Hirstwoocl. 
5G 57 
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EPILOGUE . 

.\nd so the end of the book has bee,i reached , and as 

the las t few wo rds a re being written I am prompted to say 

a word or two a bout how it ail began. 

At the opening of the Marsden pavilion, " Reg" Haig h, 

Hurace Kippax a nd Gilbert Varley were members of " Bi lly" 

Bolt ·s eleven . As we cha nged in to fl annels I happened to 

111 ention a des ire to compile a book on local cricket. If 

co mment on my journalis t ic endeavours had been ra th er 

p1 onounced prio r to the s tatement, the remarks tha t fo l

lu \\'ed " ·ere s ti ll more pointed. l t was a ll good fun, and 

had l adopted the numero us sugg-estio ns the nature of the 

book " ·ould have been tota lly d ifferent. 

Ho \\·eve r, once the desire had been expressed there was 

tll, thing- lef t for m·e to do but to g et dO\rn to business . Thi s 

[ d id , and wh ile 1 do no t expect a general agreement with 

the contents, I since rely tru st the effort will have been t he 

mea ns of promoting increased interest in local play. T he 

" kind" offers of " R eg" and " Kip'' to co ntribute had to 

be tu rned clown , as had Gi lbe rt '~ wi lli ng ness to mutilate. 

" Kip 's " s to ries a re uncommon ly good, but we ,vill .lea ve it 

a~ tha t. Simila rl y " R eg's" additional ideas had, I reg ret, 

to be refu sed , a nd Gilbert 's suggestion of bla nk pag es in 

place of printed ones did no t a ppeal. 

D D D 

To my three goo d friends I d edicate this book, and 

tru s t they ma y long . continue to play the game in 

the happy spiri t expec ted of them , 
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TELEPHONE 898, TELEPHONE 898, 

"SAY IT WITH FLOWERS." 

BLACKBURN'S 
12 VICTORIA LANE, 

HUDDERSFIELD, 

For all kinds of Floral Designs. 

Church, Tables and Hall Decorations 
a Speciality. 

Also Seeds, Roots, Bulbs of the finest 
quality, and All Garden Requisites 

in stock. 

E S TABLI S HED 1879. 
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FURNITURE DEPT., 
3rd FLOOR. 

T he Bedding Departm ent has recently 

been extended, to enable you to 

examine at your leisure, the following 

most popular makes of 

Spring Interior Mattresses. 

SLUMBERLAND. 

VI-SPRING. 

SOMNUS. 

VONO. 
A qualified staff is in a ttendance 

to advise you. 

J .. H. 
Market Street, 

Heywood, 
.. .. 

Tel. 1899. 
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H udders field. 

PRIZES THAT WILL BE PRIZED FOR E_YER. 

GIFTS TO BE ESTEEMED AND ADMIRED. 

Keen Value - Perfect Service - Vast Choice. 

A. E. SHACKLETON, 
KIRKGATE BUILDINGS, 

Phone 3925. HUDDERSF I ELD. 

Inspection Invited. Samples Submitted Anywhere. 

Everything in Gif ts and Prizes . Immediate Delivery. 

Engagement and Wedding Rings, Clocks and Watches, 
Chromium, Silver and Staybrite Tableware, Table Lamps, 

Cut Glass, Cigarette Cases, Lighters, Etc. 

Medals, Cups, Shields, Badges, Jewels, Regalia. 

EVERYT HING IN MODERN JEWELLERY. 

Huddersfield Industrial Society 
LIMITED. 

OUTFITTING 
FOR ALL SPORTS 

DEPT. 
REQUISITES. 

BOOT & SHOE DEPT. 

CRICKET BOOTS. TENNIS SHOES. 
9/ 11 to 19/ 11. 3/3 to 6/ 11. 

For Everything in MEN'S SPORTS WEAR 
MEN'S -WEAR CORNER, BUXTON ROAD.· 
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ADVERTISER PRESS LTD., 

PRINTERS 
-Page Street and Queen Street South, 

Tel. 444 Huddersfield. ' Tel. 444. 

Joseph E. Beaumont, 

Gentlemen's Hairdresser, 

District Bank Buildings, 
Market Street, :: H udders£ ield. 

Telephone 81 2. 

Schweppes 
TABLE WATERS 
and CORDIALS 

WITH A WORLD WIDE REPUTATION. 

Be sure you say Schweppes 

S. ttenball 
'5eneral t~ainter 
1bouse an<) 
<rburcb !Decorator 

6 113\?ram Street 
11 'Umoob Street 
1bubbersfielb 

Established 1877. 
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DRY CLEANING 
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE . . . 

· You will be pleasantly surpri sed at the difference in 
the feel of your clothes after they have been to 
H olroyd's for DRY CLEAN ING. You will FEEL 
better, LOOK better, besides making a considerable 
saving hy making your clothes LAST LONGE R. 

VANS IN ALL DISTRICTS. SEND A P.C. 

J.Holr~ &. C?> I@. 
Dyers, Dry Cleaners & Laundrymen, 

WESTGATE & SEED HILL, 
Tel. 3780-1. HUDDERSFIELD. 

Es tablis hed I 892. 

Telephone 2225. Nurseries: Storths, Birkby. 

JOE A. FLETCHER, 
Nurseryman and Landscape Gardener, 

1 58 BIRKBY HALL ROAD. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 

Bowling Greens, Cricket and 

Lawn Tennis Grounds a speciality. 

Made, Altered or Repaired. 

G4 

Crazy Pa v ing, 

Rustic Work, 

Old_ English Gardens. 

HOUSE 
PURCHASE 

IN approved cases the Society will advance 

a liberal part of the purchase price, with 

interest at 4½%- The loan is repaid over a 

term of years suitable to the borrower and 

may vary from 5 to 21 and in certain cases 

23 years. 

HUDDERSFIELD 
BUILDING . SOCIETY 

ANDREW STEWART, C.A., Managing Director. 

HEAD OFFICE : 

Britannia Buildings, Huddersfield 

And Branches throughout the Country 
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